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Sovereigns  of  russia. 

»  • 

.   '  Explanatory  of  the  Plates* 


HatE   m. 

FAMILY  OF  RURIK. 

The  names  of  tbi  Princes  who  afterwards  fuccet  J  to  tbt  tbront, 
are  dtft'tngut/hed  by  fmall  capitals. 

gi.  Vel.  km.  Andrei  Alrksandkovitch*  reigned  ia 
1281,  was  expelled,   afterwards  refbred*  and  died  in 

1304- 

No  mention  is  found, of  his  marriage  or  of  his  progeny.    , 

33.  VlkYI   knE  Daniil  Alexandrqyitch,    began  to 
reign  in  1296  at  Mofco,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  42. 

33.  Vel..kn.  Mix  ail  a  Yaroslavitch,  born  in  .1271/ 
began  to  reign  in  1304,  was  (lain  at  the  horde  in  1317* 
after  reigmng  13  years. 

;  He  had  to  wife  Anne,    daughter  of  a  prince  Dmitri ' 
Boriffovitch.     '  »' 

Hiafons  were :  Dmitri,  Alexander,  Conftantihc,  and 
Vaffilly. 

34.  Vel.  xwi  Yurib  Damilovitch  Mosco'v,  reigned 
from  1317  to  1323,  was  killed  in  1324. 

He  married  Koptlhana,  named  at  her  baptifm  Agaphia, 
daughter  of  Ufbek,  khan  of  the  Golden  Horde. 

A3        f      /  35-Vfit. 


Vi  EXPLANATION  9F  THE  PLATES. 

3$.  Vel.    kn.    Aleksandr   Mixailovitch    Yarosla^ 
vitcha   Tverskie,    affumed   the    fovereign  power   in 
13269  and  reigned  two  years,  being  puniflied  with  death 
at  the  Horde. 
Who  was  his  wife  is  not  known.     His  fons  were  :  Fco- 

dor,  executed  at  the  fame  time  with  his  iather,  Vfevolodc, 

and  Mikhaila. 

He  had  likewifc  two  daughters:  1.  Mary  wife  of  Simeon 

Ivanovitch,  grand  prince  of  Mofco.     2.  Yuliana,  wife  of 

Olgard,  grand  prince  of  Lithuania. 

Pofterity  of  Yuliana. 

From  this  princels  fpmng  the  kings  of  Poland :  Yagellon, 
named  at  hisbaptifm  Vladiflas  V  ;  John  I ;  Alexander,  whe 
married  Helena,  daughter  of  Ivan  VajHllievitch,  grand 
prince  of  Mofco  ;  Sigifmond  I ;  Sigifmond  II ;  and  Sigif- 
mond III  5  Vladiflas,  fty led  tzar  of'Ruffia  by  the  rebels  in 
the  time  of  the  troubles  ;  and  John  II.  Like  wife  from 
this  princefs  defcended  Catharine,  wife  of  John,  king  of 
Sweden  ;  and  Anne,  wife  of  Stephen  ^attori  king  of  Poland.  %  i« 

YageUan,  king  of  Poland,  the  fon  of  Olgard  and  Yulia- 
na, was  father  of  Cafimir  IV.  Anne,  daughter  of  Cafimir 
became  wife  of  BoguHaf,  duke  of  Pomerank.  Their 
daughter  Sophia  w^as  married  to  Frederic  I.  king  of  Den- 
mark, and  of  this  marriage  was  bprn  Adolphus,  who  vms 
the  parent  ftock  of  the  dukes  of  Hplftein,  From  himiflued ; 
John  Adolphus,  Frederic  III.  Chriftian  Albert,  Frederic  IV. 
Pster.  III.  emperor  of  l^uffia,  .and  Paul  J*«trovjtch. 
who  now  fills  that  throne.  . 

30.    Veliki  1    kn£  Ioaw   DuufiLoriTCit,     reigned    from 
1328  to  his  death,  which  happened  in  1341. 
.  His  wife,  whole  former  name  is  unknown,  on  takiag  the 
veil  adopted  UAt  of  Helena 
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SXMANAl'IOK  OF  THB  1>LATBS.  V^ 

His  fens  were ;  Simeon.  Lvan,  and  Andrew. 
His  daughter  was  united  in  marriage  to  Confbratme 
VafliHievftch,  prince  of  Roftof. 

37.  Vel.  kn.  Semen  Ivanotitch  Gordie,  born  in  13179 

reigned  in  1341,  died  of  the  plague  in  13539  at  the  age 

of  thirty- fix. 

During  his  (hort  life  he  had  three  wives :  I.  Avgufta, 
named  at  her  baptifm  Anaftafia,  princefs  of  Lithuania*  2. 
Paraikovia,  daughter  of  Feodor  Sviatoflavitch,  prince  of 
Smolenfk.  3.  Mary  daughter  of  Alexander,  prince  of 
Tver. 

His  forts  were  Ivan  and  Semen,  or  Simeon. 

His  daughter  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Mikhafla  Vanll- 
lievitch,  prince  of  Tver. 

38.'  VeliRii   kniaz    Ioan    Ioanovitch.    born  in  1325* 
began  to  reign  in  13539  and  died  in  1358.  l 

He  had  two  wives:  I.  Phcodoiia,  daughter  of  Dmitri, 

prince  of  Brianfk.      2.  Alexandra,  afterwards  a  religious 

under  the  name  of  Miria. 

By  the  fecond  he  had  Dmitri  and  Ivan. 

59.  V.  k.  Dmitri    KoNSTANTiNovifcrt   Suzdal,    was 

inveftcd  with  the  fovereignty  by  the  Tartars  in  1360,  and 

divefted  of  k  in  1362. 

He  had  fons  :  VamHy^  Simeon,  and  Ivan. 

His  daughter*  Evdokhia,  tharried  the  grand-prince 
£>mitri  Doniki. 

4O1    VeLIKII     KNIA2     DlMlTRII      IoANNOVITCH,     bom    in 

1349,  received  from  the  Tartars  the  fovereignty  in  1362, 
built  the  Kreml  at  Mofco,  of  ftonej  died  in  1389,  at 
the  age  of  forty., 

His  wife  was  Evdokbia,  daughter  of  Dmitrf,  prince  of 
$usdal*  and  fome  time  grand-prince  of  Mofco. 

A3        N      '  His 


jym  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATES* 

His  fQns:  Danila,  Vassilly,  Yury,  Andrew,  Pete** 
Ivan,  and  Conflantine. 

His  daughter,  named  Sophia,  was  married  to  Feodor, 
prince. of  Riazan. 

41;  Velikii  kniaz  Vasilii   Dimitrievitch*    born  in 

1370,  fucceeded  his  father  in  1389 ;  died  in  1435,  aged 
.  fifty-five  years. 

He  married  Sophia,  daughter  of  Vitolde,  grand-»princ^ 
of  Lithuania. 

His  fons :  Ivan  and  Vassilly. 

His  daughters  were:  1.  Antte,  married  to  John  Paleo* 
logu9,  emperor  of  Conftantinoplc.  2.  The  fecond  efpoufed 
George  fon  of  Patrick,  prince  of  Lithuania.  3.  Vaflillifla, 
was  firft  married  to  Alexander  Ivanovitch,  prince  of  Suz- 
dal, and  in  fecond  nuptials  to  Alexander  Danilovitch,  like- 
*  wife  prince  of  Suzdal. 

42.  Velikii  kniaz   VasIlii   VAsiLiEvitCH,   furnamed 

the  Blind,  fcdrn  in  141 5,  fucceeded  his  father  in  1425  ; 

died  in  1462  at  the  age  of  fort  J'-feven. 

He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  a  prince  Yaroflaf,  de- 
fended in  the  fourth  generation  from  the  grand-prince 
Ivan  Danilovitch* 

His  fons  were:  Yury,  Ivan*  Yury,  Andrey,  Boris, 
Andrey* 

His  daughter  Marpha  was  married  to  the  prince  Ivan 
Vaffillievitch  Belflci. 

43I  Velikii  kniaz  Ioann  Vasilievitch,  born  in  1438, 

fucceeded  his  father  in  1462,  and  died  in  1505,  in  his 

fixtieth  year,  after  a  reign  of  forty-three  years,   ■ 

He  had  two  wives :   1.  Mary,  daughter  of  Boris,  prince 

of  Tver.     2.  Sophia,  daughter  of  Thomas  Paleologus,  and 

niece  of  John  and  Conflantine,  emperors  of  Conftapti- 

nople. 

He 


*X PLANTATION  OF  THE  PLATES.  1* 

He  had,  by  his  firft  confort,  Ivan ;  and  by  the  fecond  I 
Vas  silly,  Yury,  Dmitri,  Simeon,  and  Andrew. 

His  daughters  were :  i.  Helena,  confort  of  Alexander, 
Jring  of  Poland.  2*  Evdokhia,  married  to  Kudailuk,  fon 
of  Ibrahim,  khan  of  Kazan,  who  was  converted  to  chrif- 
tianity,  and  received  at  the  font  the  name  of  Peter.  3. 
The  Third,  whofe  name  is  unknown,  gave  her  hand  to 
Daniel,  prince,  of  Tver.  4.  Sophia,  the  fpoufe  of  Vaffilly 
Danilovitch,  prince  of  Kholm. 

44.  Velikii  kniaz  Vasilii  Ioannovitch,  born  in  1458, 
fucceeded  his  father  in  1505  ;  died  in  1533,  aged  55. 
He  had  two  wives:    1.  Solomona,  daughter  of  Yury  J 

"Zaburof.  2.  Helena,  daughter  .of  prince  Vaffilly  Glinflcy. 
By  the  fecond  were  born  to  him :  Ivan  and  Yury. 

45.  Tzar  i  vel.  kn.  Ioann  Vasilievitch,  b.  p.  born 
in  1530,  fucceeded  his  father  in  1533  ;  died  in  1584, 
aged  54. 

Foreigners  give  him  feven  wives ;  the  ruffian  hiftorians 
confcnt  to  no  more  than  five,  who  were:  1.  Anaftafia, 
daughter  of  Romane  Yurievitch  Zakhariin.  2.  Maria* 
daughter  of  Temruke,  prince  of  the  highland  Circafllans. 
3.  Marpha,  daughter  of  VafliHy  Sobakin,  forced  by  her 
hu/band  to  enter  a  convent.  4.  Daria,  daughter  of  Ivan 
Koltoffky,  forced  likewife  to  take  the  veil.  '  5.  Maria, 
daughter  of  Feodor,  of  the  rate  of  the  Npgays. 

He  had  by  the  firft :  Dmitri,  Ivan,  and  Feodo*. ;  and 
iry  the  fecond:  Dmitri,  who  is  thought  to  have  been 
-mflaflinated  at  Uglitch. 

He  had  likewife  two  daughters:  Anne  and  Mary,  who 
-died  in  their  infancy. 


THE     EKD   OF   THE    THIRD    PLATE. 


3S-XPIANATIPM  OF;  THIE  FLAfSSi. 


P  L  A  f  E    IV. 

J4&-TzA*'t    YEL.    KN.    PftEODORE    TvANNOtlTCrtr  i.    T. 

typ  Rojpjkiye^  born  in   1557,  fucceedeci  His  father  ht 

1584;  died,  in  1598,  aged  forty-one. 

His  wife  was  Irene,  daughter  of  Feodor  Godunof.  She 
tetired  to  a  con-vent  under  the  name  of  Alexandra. 

His  only  child  was  a  daughter,  named  Phedoiia,  who 
rfied:in  early  infancy* 

*  This  dynafty  occupied  the  throne  during  a  period  of 
U45  years,  and  produced  a  feries  of  46  fovereigns ;  which 
•gives  for  each  reign  only  a  mean  duration  of  thirteen  years 
eleven  months  add  fome  daysl  As  it  was  long  the  euftom 
lar.  ■brothers  to  fucceed  in  prejudice  to  their  nephews,  the 
fovereignr  Were. not  young  when  they  came  to  the  crown  ; 
and  fome  of  them  onlyjufl  appear  on  the  throne,  from 
.which  the.y  a*e  preff  ntly  after  expelled, 

*  It  .^.likewife   obferYable  that  extremely  few  of  thefe 
jfrkc^s  attain  to  ati  advance4  age. 


"*'■*•-     '  Sovereign*  of  'Afferent  Famines* 

47'.  TZAR  fc'VEL/  «n*  Boris*  P«eodorovitch,  b.  p.  fuc- 
ceedecl  his  father  in  .1598,  and  reigned  feven  years  and.  a 
Jialf.  ■    '  '.  '  .     '    ' 

4&-  T*iR  .Phsodor  Bom»sovjt<jh  GotfuNOF,  on  the 
death  of  his  father,  fucceeded  as  tza*  in  16*04,  *nd  reigned 
'  r£x  weeks. 

49.  Tzar  i#vel.  kk.  Vasilii  Ivanoyitch,  1*.  r.  becarafe 
tzar  in  1606,  and  reigned  five  years. 


EXPLANATION  Of  THE  PLATES.  XI 


THE  HOUSE  OF  ROMANOF, 

Still  reigning. 

Andrew,  fon  of  John,  faid  to  have  been  brother  to  a 
prince  of  Pruffia,  came  into  Rufiia  towards  the  middle  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  during  the  reign  of  the  grand- 
prince  ltfan  Ivanovitch. 

Feodor,  the  laft  of  his  five  fons,  was  father  of  Zachariah, 
who  arrived  at  the  higheft  honours  at  the  court  of  the  grand- 
prince  Vaflilly  Vafliliievitch,  the  Blind. 

He  had  three  fons,  of  whom  the  fecond,  named x 
Yury  Zakharievitch,  was  boyar  and  voivode  in  the  reign 
of  the  grand-prince  Ivan  Vaflillievitch.     Mention  is  made 
of  him,  for  the  laft  time,  in  1501.     His  third  fon  was 

Romane  Yurievitch  Zakharin,  who  ferved  in  feveral  cam- 
paigns, in  quality  of  voivode.  He  died  the  12th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1543. 

His  daughter  Naftafia,  or  Ana  (tafia,  was  the  firft  wife  of 
tzar  Ivan  Vaflillievitch. 

The  youngeft  of  his  fons  was 

Nikite  [Nicetas]   Romanovitch  Yurief,  who  attained  to 
the  dignity  of  boyar.     He  died  in  1586. 
His  eldeft  fon  was 

Feodor  Nikititch  Yurief,  one  of  the  principal  boyar.8  at 
the  court  of  tzar  Feodor.  Became  a  monk  in  the  reign  of 
Boris,  and  on  adopting  the  mona flic  date  took  the  name  of 
,Philarete. 

All  his  fons  died  in  their  infancy,  except 

5?.  Tzar  i  vel.  kn.  Mikhail  Feodorovitch,  b.  p* 
Romanof,  elected  tzar  in  1613  ;  died  in  1645,  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine. 

He 


XII  EXPLANATION  OP  THE  PLATES. 

He  had  two  wires:  i.  Maria,  daughter  of  prince  Mifec 
haila  Dolgoruky.  2.  Evdokhia,  daughter  of  LukianC 
Strechnef*. 

By  his  fecond  nuptials  he  had :  Alexey,  Vaffilly,  and 
Ivan. 

'    And  the  princefles  Irene,  Pelagia,  Marpha,  Sophia,  Ev- 
dokhia* Anna,  and  Tatkna. 

51*  Tzar  i  vel.  kn.  Aleksei  Mikhailovitch,  b.  r.  ao 

ceded  to  the  tzarian  dignity  in  1646,  reigned  31  years, 

and  died  at  the  age  of  fofty-feven. 

He  had  two  wives:  1.  Maria, ' daughter  of  Ilia  MHo- 
flaffky.     2.  Natalia,  daughter  of  Kyril  Narifhktn. 

•By  the  former  he  had :  Dmitri,  Alexei,  Feodor,  Si- 
meon, and  Ivaw. 

And  the  princefles  Evdokhia,  Marpha,  Sophia,  Catha- 
rine, Maria,  Anna,  Feodofia,  Feodora. 

By  the  fecond,  Peter  and  the  princefs  Natalia. 

52.  Tzar  i  vel.  km.  Phsodor  Aleksievitch,  b.  p.  ac- 
ceded to  the  fovereignty  in  1676;  died  in  1682,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years. 

He  married  twice :  1 .  Agaphia,  daughter  of  Simeon; 
Gruchetfki.     2.  Marpha,  daughter  of  Mat  fey  Apraxin. 

By  the  former  he  had  die  tzarevitch  Ilia,  who  died  iti 
his  infancy. 

53.  Tzar  i  vel.  kn.  Ioann  Aleksievitch,  b.  p.  began 
to  reign  in  1682,  at  firft  alone,  afterwards  conjointly 
with  Peter  I.  died  in  1695,  aged  twenty-five. 

By  his  wife  Prafkovia,  daughter  of  Feodor  Soltikof  f 
Catharine,  Anna,  Prafkovia,  who  died  unmarried,  Maria 
and  Feodofia,  who  died  infants. 

Catharine  was  married  to  Leopold,  duke  of  Meklenburg. 
The  princefs  their  daughter  efpoufed  Anthony  Ulric  of 

Brunfwick 


f  t 
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ljmnfwick  Bevern*  She.  was  named  Catharine  after  her 
pother ;  but  took  the  name  of  Anna  on  embracing  the 
greek  religion.     She  was  mother  of  the  unhappy 

Ivan,  emperor  in  his  cradle,  1740 ;  (hut  up  in  a  for- 
tress in  1741  ;  bafely  murdered  in  prifon  in  1764. 

Anne  married  Frederic  William,  duke  of  Courland; 
flie  was  chofen  to  be  emprefs  of  Ruflia  in  1730. 

54.    B.  M.    PETR  I.  1MFERAT.    I    SAMODER.   YSEROSS.   1.  C 

Bojiye  Miloftvo,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Peter  I.  emperor  and 
autocrator  of  all  the  Ruflias,  began  to  reign  in  1682, 
reigned  43  years,  died  at  the  age  of  52  and  eight  months* 
Peter  I*  had  two  emprefies :    Evdokhia,   daughter  of 

Feodor  Lapukhine,  and 

Catharine  Skavroniky,  who  reigned  after  the  demife  of 

her  hufband. 

« 

He  had  by  the  former :  Alexius  and  Alexander^  and  by 
the  fecond  two  princes  named  Paul,  and  two  named  Peter, 
Of  all  thefe  princes  only  Alexius  furvived  his  infancy. 

By  the  fecond  he  had  alio,  the  princefTes  Anne,  Eliza* 
reth,  Natalia,  Margaret,  and  another  Natalia :  the  three 
bit  died  infants. 

The  tzarevitch  Alexius,  too  famous  for  his  misfortunes 
and  his  unhappy  end,  married  the  princefs  Charlotta  Sophia 
of  Brunfwick  Wolfenbuttle,  and  had  by  her  a  fon  named 
Peter. 

> 

5Jf.     EKATARINA  I.    fMPERA?*   I  SAMODER.  VSEROSS.  I.  C. 

Catharine  I.  imperatritza  and  famoderjitza  of  all  the 
Ruflias,  crowned  in  1724,  acceded  to  the  fovereignty  in 
1725,  and  die4  in  1727. 

56.     B.     M.    PETR    II.    IMPERAT.     I     SAMODER.     VSEROSS. 

afcended  the  throng  in  1727,  and  died  in  1730,  aged 
fifteen* 

6  ,57.  Anna 
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57»  AftNA  E.  M.  IMPERATRITZA  I  SAMODERJITSA  VSEROS*. 

mounted  the  fhrone  in  1750,  reigned  ten  years,  died  in 
1 740,  at  the  age  of  forty-feven. 

58.    B.  M.    ELIZATET  I*    IMPERAT.    I    SAMODER.    VSEROSS. 

took  the  crown  by  birthright  in  1741,  reigned  20  years, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two, 

J9»    PETR    III.    B.  M.    IMP.    I.    SAMODERJ.    VSEROSS.    fllC* 

ceeded  to  the  throne  in  1762,  and  was  cruelly  murdered 

after  a  reign  of  fix  months. 

He  married  Sophia  princefs  of  Anjialt  Zerbft,  who,  at 
her  baptifm  into*  the  orthodox  greek  communion,  affumed 
the  name  of  Cath  a  rin  e. 

By  her  he  had  the  tzarcvitch  Paul,  grand~duke  of 
Ruffia,  born  in  1754* 

<D.    3.    M.    EkATERINA    II,    IMP.    I  SAMOD.  VSEROS8.   bom 

April  21,  1729,  began  to   reign  in  1762,   reigned  34. 

years*  and  died  in  1796,  at  the  age  of  fixty-five. 

She  was  fucceeded  by  her  fon  the  emperor  Paul,  now 
reigning. 

His  firft  marriage,  with  Natalia  Alexievna,  born  princefs 
of  Heffe  Darmftadt,  was  without  iffue. 

By  his  fecond  marriage,  with  Maria  Feodorevna,  born 
princefs  of  Virtemburg  Stutgard,  he  has  the  grand- 
dukes  :  ' 

Alexander  Pavlovitch,  born  December  12,  1777.  Mar* 
ried  Elizaveta  Alexievna,  born  January  15,  1779. 

Conftantine  Pavlovitch,  born  April  27,  1779.  Married 
Anna  Feodorovna,  born  September  12,  1781* 

Nikolai  Pavlovitch,  born  June  25,  1796. 

Mikhaila  Pavlovitch,  born  January  28,  1798* 

Grand: 
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Grand- ducheffcs. 

Alexandra  Pavlovna,  born  July  29,  1733. 
Elena  Pavlovna,  born  December  13,  1784. 
Maria  Pavlovna,  born  February  4,  178$. 
Ekatarina  Pavlovna,  born  May  10,  1788. 
Anna  Pavlovna,  born  January  7,  1795- 
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Troubles  and  confufions,  engendered  by  the 
difcontents  and  ambition  of  the  great,  and  fo- 
mented by  rancorous  competitors  for  the  throne, 
had  torn  the  vitals  of  the  ruffian  monarchy,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  fixteenth  and  the  beginning  of 
the  feventeenth  centuries,  and  at  the  fame  time 
raifed  .up  againfl:  it  two  powerful  adverfaries, 
the  kings  of  Sweden  and  Poland,  who  difguifed 
their  real  views  under  a  conteft  for  the  throne. 
How  .little  reliance  could  be  made  upon  the 
Poles,'  or  their  fidelity  as  friends  and  allies, 
had  been  fufficiently  evinced  by  repeated  expe- 
rience j  and  there  was  the  greateft  probability 
'that  the  fape  difafters  would  ehfue  from  en- 
gaging in  an  intimate  alliance  with  Sweden.  It 
feemed  to  admit  of  no  doubt  that  the  ele&ion  of 
tol.  ji.       '  b  a  polilli 
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a  polifh  or  a  fwedifh  prince  would  neither  be  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  Ruffians  nor  the  quiet  of 
their  empire ;  and  therefore  no  alternative  was 
left  but  for  the  whole  to  conciir  in  placing  a  na- 
tive Ruffian  on  the  throne,  to  difown  all  attach* 
ment  to  foreign  candidates,  to  unite  cordially 
together,  and  in  one  general  union,  with  a  true- 
born  patriot  at  their  head,  to  fecure  themfelves 
from  a  difmemberment  or  violent  pofieffion  with 
which  the  empire  was  threatened  by  the  Swedes 
and  Poles.  The  longing  for  a  tranquil  and 
liable  government,  after  fo  many  ftorms,  was 
fo  great,  that  deputies  from  all  parts  of  the  em* 
pire  appeared  at  Mofco  for  giving  their  votes  at 
the  ele&ion  of  a  tzar.  It  was  the  general  wifli 
that  the  throne  might  be  filled  by  a  Ruffian; 
but  the  gratification  of  it  was  involved  in  many 
difficulties,  and  might  again  open  a  wide  field  for 
difcontents,  and  jealoufies,  and  cabals.  The  very 
election  which  was  defigned  to  provide  againft  a 
renewal  of  the  late  difturbances  and  confufions, 
might  have  a  contrary  effett,  by  ftrewing  the 
feeds  of  frefh  turbulence  and  confufion.  The 
dangers  into  which  the  nation  had  lately  been 
plunged,  of  being  ruined  by  inteftine  broils  and 
fubjugated  by  foreign  enemies,  had  called  up 
the  patriotifm  of  a  numerous  party  of  Ruffians, 
and  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  performing 

important 
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•important  fervice  to  their  country  both  in  the 
council  and  in  the  field.  Thefe  perfons  there* 
fore  now  might  prefer  their  claims  on  the  na- 
tional gratitude,  and  afpire  to  the  crown,  or 
even  drive  for  it,  and,  by  various  methods,  as 
Schuifkoy  had  formerly  done,  extort  it  front 
their  countrymen  in  proof  of  their  fenfe  of  obli- 
gation. Yet  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  elec- 
tion of  any  one  of  thefe  patriots  might  be  felt 
as  an  affront  to  the  reft,  who  had  been  equally 
ferviceable  to  the  ftate,  and*  by  inciting  their 
jealoufy,  create  divifions,  and  fo  reduce  the 
country  again  to  the  brink  of  deftru&ion.  Ac- 
cordingly the  ele&ors  wavered  long  in  irrefolu- 
tion  and  doubt. 

In  the  meantime  a  party  was  imperceptibly 
forming  among  them,  whofe  wifh  it  was  to 
put  a  youth  upon  the  throne  who  had  hitherto 
lived  remote  from  the  grand  theatre  of  admini- 
ftratioa  and  war,  and  confequenriy  was  without 
adherents,  and  had  neither  friends  nor  foes. 
Mikhaila  Romanof  was  the  name  of  this 
youth,  a  defcendant  of  the  ancient  family  of  the 
tzars.  This  relationfliip  indeed  was  very  diftant j 
Jbut,  as  there  was  no  nearer  progeny,  it  yielded 
him  fome  pretention  to  the  throne  of  his  rela- 
tions. Befides,  his  father  Philaretes,  from  his 
eminent  ftation  as  metropolitan  of  Roftof*  and 

b  2  •  ftill 
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Urn  'more  on  account  of  the  patriotism  he  had 
difpTayed  during  fhe  troubles  of  the  empire,  ancl 
on  account  of  the  many  falutary  counfels  which 
he  had  given,  was  held  in  very  high  refpeft, 
and  liad  therefore  been1  appointed  one  of  the 
Vmbaffy  that  carried  to  the  king  of  Poland  the 
account  of  the  ele&ion  of  his  fon  Vladiftaf  to  be 
tzar  of  Ituflia,  All  the  time  that  Philaretes, 
with  the  other  ambaffadors,  fras  detained  In  the 
ting's  camp,  his  wife  and  their  fon  MMiaila 
lived  in  perfeft  retirement  and  almoft  unknown, 
in  a  convent  at  Koftroma.  Now,  that  it  was 
propdfed  to  call  this  Mikhaila  to  the  govern- 
ment,  one  part  of,  the  ele&ors  refufed  him  th$r 
votes  becaufe  he  had  no  knowledge  of  ftate 
affairs.  However,  the  teftimony  that  was  given  to 
his  good  condtift  and  excellent  intelle&ual  endow- 
ments  by  perfons  who  knew  him,  prevailed  with 
a  majority  fufficient  for  carrying  his  ele&ion,  as 
the  moft  effe&ual  means  of  preventing  the  inter- 
ference of  faction.  The  clergy  was  moft  inte- 
refted  in  this  choice.  They  were  particularly 
defif oiis  that  a  Ruffian,  born  and  brought  up  in 
the  orthodbx  greek  communion,  fhould  be  raifecf 
to  the 'throne,  as  an  effedual  means  of  prevent, 
ing  the  poifon  of  proteftant  or  catholic  herefy 
from  being  propagated  in  the  ancient,  pure, 
and  orthodox  church  of  Ruffia  by  a  fwedifli  or 

polifh 


HISTORY   OF    RUSSIA,  C 

polilh  prince.. T--' Accordingly,  the  voice  of 'an_ 
ccclefiaftic  at  laft  gave  the  decifion  in.  favour  of 
Mikhaila  Rouianof.     ",  It  had  been  announced 
u  to  him,"  —  for  fo  a  metropolitan  declared  in, 
the  hall  of  ele&ion,  —  "  by  a  divine  revelation, 
4C-  that  the  young   Roruanpf  would  prove  tjhe 

"  moft  fortunate  and  prosperous  of  all  the  tzars . 

*  .       .      . 

**  tha,t  had  fat  on  the  throng."  —  To  believe 
ttyfyt  ev?ix  the  Deity  interpofed  in  the.  election, 
and  by  fo  mapifeft  an  indication  ha4  pointed  put 
the  fitteft  riiler  for  them,  was  much  too  flatter- 
ing to  the  generality  of  the  voters  for  them  not 
to.  feel  it  their  duty  to  obey  the,  fuggeftion  of 
fyeayen ;  and   their  reverence .  for  the  fuperior 
clergy,    the  patriarch,   the  metropolitans,  ajid 
bifhops  was  fo  great,  that  no  man,  v^opldiD.re-. 
fume  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  a  perfoa  of  that 
ran£,  thpugh  every  unbiaffed  individual  might    , 
eafily  perceive  that  this  pretended  revelation  was. 
either  a  ftratagem  of  policy  or  fanaticifm^  or  at 
the  *  yery  utmoft   was   perhaps  founded  on  a 
c^re^n.     Jfl,  the  meantime,  this  revelation  being 
once  known,  th?  ,  people  at  large  expreffed  fo 
plainly  their  defire  to  have  the  young  Romanof 
for  their  Sovereign,  that  all  were  grefently  united 
in  th^ir  choice*     The  young  man  himfeif,  how- 
ever, refufed   to  accept  the  offered  crown.  — ■ 
Indeed  what  was  there  in  the :  ftate  of  the  cm- 

b  3  piref 
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pire,  what  in  the  fates  of  a  Bori$  or  a  Schuiffcoy 
to  make  him  defirous  of  becoming  the  fuc- 
ceflbr  of  thefe  men  ?  and  it  could  by  no  means 
be  taken  amifs  in  Mikhaila's  mother^  that  (he 
-  implored  with  tears  the  deputies  who  were  fent 
to  her  and  her  fon,  to  fpare  him  the  intended 
honour.  But  this  very  refufal  confirmed  num-> 
bers  dill  more  in  the  belief  that  Mikhaila  was 
the  worthieft  candidate  for  the  throne,  and 
would  prove  the  happieft  tzar.  At  length  the 
deputies  returned  to  Mofco,  bringing  with  them 
the  cojxfent  of  the  monarch  eleft  j  and  all  men 

■ 

promife<J  themfelves  more  calm  and  peaceable 
times,  when  Mikhaila   Romanof  was  crowned 
*  ahd  had  fworn  to  obferve  the  articles  that  were 
fubmitted  to  his  aflent  •• 

» 

The  *  twp  royal  neighbours  of  Poland  and 
Sweden  were  now  therefore  fruftrated  in  the  exr- 
'  pe&ations  they  had  formed  on  the  ruffian  throne  $ 
but  the  hew  fovereign  found  it  no  eafy  tafk  to 
free  himfelf  from  thofe  foreign  candidates,  efpe- 
cidlly  as  they  had  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of 
an  armed  force,  and  were  not  only  on  the  bbr- ' 
ders  of  the  country,  but  had  already  made  ad-^ 
vances  into  the  empire  itfelf.     Moreover,   the' 

embers  of  the  ancient  feuds  were  ftill  fmoaking* 

■  * 

*  Thcfe  events  took  place  the  nth  of  June  *6i$* 
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and  feveral  parts  of  the  empire  were  haunted  by 
the  partizans  of  Dmitri.  But  after  MikhailaV 
acceffion ,  the  government  was  conducted  on  a 
wife  and  prudent  plan.  His  firft  efforts  were- 
dire&ed  to  quell  entirely  the  internal  ferments  \ 
and,  by  uniting  the  nation  under  their  new: 
head,  to  employ  the  general  force  againft  the 
foreign  enemy*  .      .    '    ? 

Though  the  fecond  Dmitri  had  been  flam,  ycft 
Marina  did  not  abandon  her  purpofe,  by  the 
means  of  her  adherents,' if  not  to  afcend.  the 
throne  of  Ruflia,  yet  to  fix  hec  fovereignty  in 
fame  part  of  the  empire.  A  boy  rwhom  ih^  de- 
clared to  have  had  by  Dmitri,  but  ( who  ptobabfy 
was  fuppofititious,  was  by  her r  pai^iaas  a*** 
nounced  to  be  the  future  fucceffor  of  the  father ; 
and  an  adventurer,  named  Zarq&i,  an  accom- 
plice of  Marina,  appointed  guardian  to ,  the  pre* 
tended  fon.  But  this  new  artifice  of  Marina 
was  of  fhort  duration.  The  boy,  the  guardian, 
3nd  the  mother  were  prefently  clapped  into 
prifon  and  puniihed  for  their  contrivance. .  Thus 
was  difperfed  the  whole  party  of  Dmitri,  which, 
with  various  degrees  of  ftrength  at  various  times, 
had  brought  the  empire  into   many  troubles. 

However  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  the  firft 

i 

Dmitri  had,  called  up  yet  another  fucceffor  to 

*.  4  him 
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fiithfoflPfdovef i>tit  he finifted  his*  part roy>Tckri* 

•  Mikhaila  now  made  k.his  next  cairtem  to  rki 
Kinftlf -  o£  *hie  Poles  atfd  $v^edb;.:'twbo.  vttie 
already  mkfleKs  ^^thofe  £aw&:«f  (the  empBre  *hifc 
KyrfcoJit%ticnii'  td  tHeir  feVe*til  ft^oV^Sdtafe 
fl%%afl;&lled  lh  -the*  Swede*  q»r  Wi  "affiftafei» 4 
and  in  1609  they  marched  a  body;of  tfvejhoui 
ftmri  rmfo(-tar  die  ;fr<rmtfeh-3v  defeated  tte^Ptles 
that  wirpln  coqinedHon  \tohh  Jthe  iecand  Dmitri, 
d&vfaral'i  M©fcUi  ^aiWrHlighfc  probably  have  con* 
mbUf^l-mucli  tmvardfe  qudling  i  the  difturhances 
iflbtb^empiw,  if  !Sthui(koy:iiad  ^unfttia%  'paid 
$4fHfofa?  ftfpiikt&l'  fubfi&tsi  :,  But,  diflrbftmg 
dHfe  rf^I^^latfcfos,  the  prince  of  ^cn^opod, 
ttfftd  ^tdfu4eefefi*ily 'carrying  on  an  underhand 
i«g8?ktteh  MfrSVedeft,  and  whom  -Schoiflcoy 
t*CT^J-e°ruf{^6fed  of  afpiripg  to  the1  thtonc  by 
fh#&Mfttoc^^  that  courts  it ;  fo!lowttd:  that  the 
#fredMH%%ft&p6 7  ttfere  negteft&l*  aM,  In  order 
*6 ^nf^afc'^ayinent,  remitted  in  the  emjfcire, 
ti6bft  pdflBffieh*  of  the  country  bordering  on 
^Swfcdin^1' tddk'l^exholm  by  -famine,'  and  Movgo- 
tf&fl^by  'fti^tageni,  and  thetefore  could  not  be 
iMtfrt&litely  fcfcp&fed.  r  ! 

'  ''Thfe'ehi^ire'iraJi  in  too  weak  *  a  condition  to 
tfopfc  St  once  wHh'-'twb  fufch  enemies  as  Sweden 

and 
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and  Poland.  AefcOtttingly  M&fcsnla  firft  at- 
tempted  tbe  gentler ;  g>ode  of  negotiation,  and 
made  a  begitwiog  >iKifh  Sweden..  The  Pole* 
vrtiQ  held  in  thegiwtefi  averfion,  a?  having 
afiordfed  hxppdt t  to  Djpitri,  laid  Mofco  in  afhes* 
and  done  exceeding  great  harm  to  the  empire* 
Befidee,  they.  wpujtj  never  abandon  the  hope  of 
feeing  Vladiflaf  on  ths  ruffian  throne.  For  how- 
ever refolutely  the  king  of  Poland  had  formerly 
lefufed  *  to  fend  out  this  prince,  he  feemed  now 
to  be  as  forward  to  do  fo,  on  hearing  that  his 
fcruptas  had  rendered  the  whole  ele&ion  fruit- 
lefs/and  given  occafioivto  another.  The  Swede* 
indeed,  after  MiWiaila's  ele&ion,  ma<2e  fome  at- 
tempts to.  rqpulfe  the  latter:  though  too  late, 
Mikhaila  maintained  hv$  ground,  and  the  Sweden 
thought  it  mod  adyifjible,  in  1617,  t0  conclude 
a  treaty  of  peace,  which  however  was. purchafed 
on  the  fide  of  Ruffia  byjthe  cejfion  9f  Ingria 
and  Karelia,  and  was  Q&ce  more  obliged  to  eva- 
cuate Eiihpim  4pd  Livonia.  However,  one 
enemy  was  pacified  >  and  the  empire  on  one  fide 
quieted:  within. tWD:  years  a  pacification  with 
Poland  was  alfo  brought  to  effect.  For,  when 
the  king  of  Poland  faw  that  his  delays  had 
Utterly  and  irrecoverably  ruined  the  o*ufe  of  his 

*  Sec  before,  vol  i.  p.  285* 

fon, 
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fon,  and  that  the  nation  unaninioufly  adhered  to 
the  young  tzar,  of  which  he  had  a  fufficient  proof, 
when  an  army  with  Vladiflaf  at  its  head  pene- 
trated into  Ruflia,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  afiert 
the  priority  of  his  elettion  againft  that  of  Ro* 
manof.  It  being  drawn  into  ambufcades,  firft  on 
one  fide,  and  then  on  another,  by  the  ruffian 
commander,'  puflied  into  diftri&s  already  defo- 
lated,  where  they  fuffered  much  by  cold  and 
hunger,  a  treaty  of  peace  for  fourteen  years  and 
a  half,  was  concluded  in  1619,  by  which  the 
Ruffians  evacuated  Smolenlk,  and  feveral  othfcr 
towns  with  their  territories  to  the  Poles.  A  fa* 
crifice  to  which,  however,  they  agreed  only  in 
compliance  with  the  then  pofture  of  affairs*  and 
in  the. hopes  of  more  fortunate  conjuhdtures, 

f 

when  they  might  redemand  the  ceded  territories 
as  an  expired  loan. 

The  ruffian  embafly  that  had  formerly  been 
deputed  to  Vladifiaf  on  his  election,  now  rev 
turned  from  Poland,  and  with  them  the  tzar's 
father.  The  place  of  patriarch  juft  now  falling 
vacant,  the  tzar  his  fon  conferred  upon  him  this 
fupreme  fpiritual  dignity,  whom,  as  the  patriarchs 
always  refided  at  Mofco,  he  had  therefore  con- 
tinually near  him,  and  profited  To  well  by  the 
experience,  and  advice  of  his  father,  that  the 
latter  was  generally  regarded  as  co-regent,  and 

4  fat, 
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fat,  whenever  audiences  were  given,  at  the  right 
hand  of  his  fon.  Foreign  minifters  brought  cre- 
dentials not  only  to  the  tzar,  but  alfo  to  his  fa- 
ther the  patriarch ;  and  it  is  affirmed  by  all 
the  writers  of  thofe  times,  that  the  father's  in- 
fluence was  extremely  great  j  and,  as  Philaretes, 
in  quality  of  patriarch,  often  fpoke  in  behalf  of 
peace,  it  was  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  him, 
that  the  reign  of  his  fon  was  fo  diftinguiflied  for 
clemency,  gentlenefs,  and  a&s  of  benevolence. 

As  Mikhaila  had  fhewn  himfelf  defirous  of 
living  in  amity  with  Sweden  and  Poland,  he  was 
not  lefs  eager  to  form  connexions  with  other 
european  dates ;  and  accordingly  fent  ambaifa- 
dors  to  England,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  the 
german  emperor.  Thus  Ruffia,  which  had 
hitherto  been  confidered  rather  in  the  light  of  ah 
afiatic  than  an  european  power,  became  more 
and  more  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  and  ri- 
valftiips  now  rofe  for  obtaining  treaties  and  al» 
liarices  with  that  empire. 

The  peace  with  Poland  being  only  for  a  ftated 
term  of  years,  could  be  confidered  no  otberwifc 
than  as  a  temporary  accommodation,  (though 
even  what  are  denominated  treaties  of  everlafting 
amity  fcarcely  laft  fo  long  as  this  ftipulated  pe- 
riod,) it  was  to  be  fuppofed  that,  on  the  expira- 
tion of  that  term,  hoftilities  were  to  be  re-com- 
menced. - 
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mence<L  Mikhaila.,  therefore,  juftly  thought  it 
^dvifable  tp  put  his  frontiers  in  the  beft  ftate  o^ 
defence,  and  to  have  his  tioops  placed  in  fuch  a, 
condition  by  foreign  officers,  that  in  cafe  the  Pole^ 
(hould  have  recourfe  -  to  arms  *t  the  termination 
of  the  truce,  he  might  he  able  to  defend  himfelf^ 
or  perhaps  even  to  aft. on  the  ofienfive,  and,  r^ 
conquer  the  countries  that  had  been  ceded  to  the 
Poles.  Nay,  ere  the  time  agreed  on  for  the  ar- 
miftke  was  expired,  on  the  death  of  Sigifmond> 
he  made  fome  attempts  to  recover  th?fe  ter- 
ritories, under  the  idle  pretext  that  he  ha[d  con? 
eluded  a  peace  with  Sigifmqnd,  an4  not  witfc  his 
fucceflbr.  But  the  very  rufltai*  tQnupander* 
who  had  valiantly  defended  Sippi^jift:  with  a 
finall  number  of  troops  againft  the  Poles,  now 
lay  two  whole  years  indolently  with  an  army  of 
50,000  men,  apd  provided  with  goo4  artillery, 
before  that  town,  and  at  length  retreated  on  car 
pitulation.  A  retreat  for  which  be  ajid  his 
friends  were  brought  to  anfwer  with  \\i$\x  heads, 
In  the  meantime  the  ruffian  nation  were  fo  dif- 
fatisfied  with  this  campaign,  a$d  the  king  of 
Sweden,  whom  Mikhaila  wanted  to  pejfuade  igto 
$n  alliance  with  hirp  ggainft  the  Poles*  fhewing 
fo  little  Inclination  to  comply,  the  tzar  thought 
it  the  wifeftcourfe  he  could  pqrfue,  to  return  to 
the  former  amicable  relation  with  Poland.   Peace 


was 
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*m>m'eKf6ib  again  agreed  on,  and  matters  re- 
teamed,  as  (b  frequently  happens,  after  fheddirig 
the  Wood  off  thoufands  df  human  beings,  as  they 
wefre  'before.  Mikhaila  plainly  perceived  that 
ruffian  troops  were  able  to  effeft  but  little  againft 
the  polifh  *. 

Mikhaila  had,  fnoreover,  during  his  reign, 
Which  continued  till  1645,  employment  enough 
in  endeavouring  tp  heal  the  wounds  which  the 
'many-headed  fpirit  of  party  had  infli&ed  on  his 
country ;  to  compofe  the  diforders  that  had  arifen  ; 
to  reftore  the  adminiftfation  which  had  been  fo 
often  disjointed  and  relaxed  ;,  to  give  new  vigour 
and  activity  to  the  laws,  difobeyed  and  ineffi- 
cient during  the  general  confufions  ;  and  to  com- 
municate frefli  life  to  expiring  commerce.     It 

*  Into  what  different  circumftances  and  relations,  quite 
of>pofite  to  the  former,  may  ftates  and  empires  fall !  At 
that  time  the  Ruffians  could  not  make  head  againft  the 
Poles :  how  totally  is  the  cafe  altered  in  our  times  J  At 
that  time  it  was  earneftiy  infifted  on  the7  ruffian  fide  at  the 
negotiation  for  peace,  that  the  Poles  mould  deliver  up  the 
diploma  of  election  which  had  been  fent  to  Vladi/laf,  for 
fear' that  they  might  at  fome  future  time  make  ufe  of  it  to 
the  difadvantage  of  Ruffia ;  which  the  Poles  even  refufed 
to  do,  pretending  that  this  diploma  was  loft.  Ruffia  has 
nothing  now  to  apprehend  on  that  fcore,  efpecially  fince  all 
the  archives  of  Poland  have  been  brought  from  Warfaw  to 
St.  Peterfburg. 

redound* 
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redounds  greatly  to  his  honour  that  he  proceeded* 
in  all  thefe  refpe&s,  with  prudence  and  modera* 
tion,  and  brought  the  diforganifed  machine  of 
government  again  into  play.  More  than  this, 
the  reftoration  of  the  old  order  of  things,  was 
not  to  be  expected  of  him. 

To  give  farther  (lability  to  repofe,  to  elevate 
the  refpett  of  the  empire,  to  amend  the  laws,  to 
make  trade  and  commerce,  manufactures  and 
agriculture  fiourilh,  was  referved  for  his  fuccef* 
fors ;  and  Alexey,  his  fbn,  who  acceded  to  the 
throne  on  his  demife,  accomplifhed  in  various 
ways  the  expectations  that  had  been  entertained 
in  thefe  regards. 

However,  the  adminiftration  of  a  certain  Mo- 
rofof,  to  whom  Mikhaila  at  his  death  committed 
the  education  of  Alexey  *,  then  in  his  minority, 
.  well  nigh  deftroyed  the  tranquillity  whjch  had 
fo  lately  been  reftored.  Morofof  trod  in  the 
footfteps  of  Boris,  put  himfelf,  as  that  favourite 
of  the  tzar  had  done,  into  the  higheft  pofts,  and 
thus  acquired  the  mod  extenfive  authority  in  the 
flate,  turned  out  all  that  flood  in  his  way,  diftri* 
buted  offices  and  dignities,  as  they  fell  vacant, 
among  his  friends  and  creatures,  and  even  be- 

*  Alexey  at  the  death  o£  his  father  was  only  fifteen  years 
of  age. 

came, 
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came,  like  Boris,  a  near  relation  of  tzar  Alexey, 
by  marrying  a  filler  of  the  tzaritza.    Like  Boris* 
indeed,  Morofof  effected  much  good,  particularly 
by  ihaking  the  army  a  main  ohjeft  of  his  con* 
cern,  by  ftrengthening  the  frontiers  againft  Po- 
land and  Sweden,  by  erecting  manufactories .  for 
arms,  by  taking  a  number  of  foreigners  into  pay 
for  the  better  difciplining  his  army*  and  by  di- 
ligently exercifing  the  troops  himfelf.    But  thefe 
important  fervices  to  the  (late  could  not  render 
the  people  blind  and  infenfible  to-  the  numerous 
a&s  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion  which  were  prac- 
tifed  with  impunity  by  the  party  protected  by 
this  minion  of  the  tzar*     The  moil  flagrant  eiu 
ormities  were  committed,  more  particularly  in 
the  adminiflration  of  juftice,  the  moll  facred  of 
all  the  duties  of  government.     The  fentence  of 
the  judge  was  warped  to  either  fide  by  prefents  j 
witneffes  were  to  be  bought ;  feveral  of  the  ma- 
giftrates,  however  incredible  it  may  feem,  kept  a 
number  of  fcoundrels  in  readinefs  to  corroborate 
or  to  oppugn  for  a  fum  of  money,  whatever  they 
were  required  to  confirm  or  to  deny.     Such 
profligates  were  particularly  employed,  in  order 
to  get  rich  perfons  into  cuftody  on  charges  of 
any  fpecies  of -delinquency  fworn  againft  them 
by  faife  witneffes,  to  condemn  them  to  death, 
and  then  to  feizc  upon1  their  property ;  as  the  ac- 
cumulation 
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cumulation  of  wealth  feemedto'be  the  general 
chara&eriftic  •  qf  all  tneh  m  office.     From  the 
farai  corrapt  fountain  flowed  a*  multitude  of 
monopolies,  and  exceffive  taxes  oh  the  prime 
neceffaries  of  lifer     The  confequ6nce  of  all  this 
was  the  oppreffidn  of  the  people  by  privileged 
extortioners,    and    murmurs    againft    injuftice 
and  the  exorbitance  of  imports-     In  addition  to 
this,  thofe  grandees  who  had  now  the  reins  of 
government  in  their  hands,  affutned  a  haughty, 
suftere  behaviour  towards  the  fubje&s,  whereas 
Mikhaila    and   his    father   had    been    friendly 
and    indulgent,     and    their    gentlenefs     com* 
municated  itfelf  to  all  who  at  that  time  took 
part  in  the  adminiftration.     From  thefe  fevsral 
caufes  arofe  difeontents  in  the  nation ;  fuch  great 
men  as  were  negk&ed  and  difappointed,  con- 
tributed  what  they  could  to  fan  thefe  difeontents, 
and  to  bring  thein  to  overt  aft.     Mofeo,  the  feat 
of  the  principal  magiftrate,  who,  himfelf  in  the 
higheft  degree  unjuft,  connived  at  the  iniquities 
of  his  fubordinate  judges,  was  the  place  where 
the  people  firft  applied  for  redrefs.     They  began 
by  prefenting  petitions  for  the  tzar  at  court,  im- 
plored the  removal  of  thefe  diforders,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  him  in  plain  terms  the  abufes  committed 
by  the  favourite  and  his  adherents.     But  thefe 

petitions  were  of  no  avail,  as  none  of  the  cour- 
tiers 
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trers  would  venture  to  put  them  into  the  hand  of 
the  tzar,  for  fear  of  Morofof  9s  long  arm.     The 
pbpulace,  therefore,  once  flopped  the  tzar,  as  h€ 
was  returning  from  church  to  his  palace,  calliftg 
aloud  for  righteous  judges.      Alexey  promifed 
them  to  make  ftridl  inquiry  into  their  grievances, 
and  to  inflift  impartial  punifhment  on  the  guilty ; ' 
the  people,  however,  had  not  patience  to  wait 
this  tardy  procefs,  but  proceeded  to  plutider  the' 
hoiifes  of  fuch  of  the  great  as  were  mod  ab- 
N  noxious  to  them.     At  length  they  were  paci- 
fied only  on  condition  that  the  author  of  their  * 
oppreffions  fhould  be  brought  to  condign  pu- 
nifhment ;  not  however  till  they  had  killed  the 
principal  magiflrate,  and  forced  from  the  tzar* 
the  de^th  of  another  nefarious  judge,  could  they 
Be  induced  td  fpare  the  life  of  Morofof,  though 
the  tzar  himfelf  intreated  for  him  with  tears,  and 
vowed  an  effedual  amendment  of  conduft  in  his 
name.     Thus  was  tranquillity  reftored  in  Mofco* 
and  fhortly  afterwards  in  Novgorod  and  Pfcove, 
tvhere  likewife  difcontents  had  broke  out  on  ac* 
count  of  the  exorbitances  of  the  great.  At  Novgoi* 
rod  on  this  occafion,  the  metropolitan  Nikon  ac- 
quired great  merit ;  a  man*  who,  fprung  from  an 
inferior  ftation,  raifed  himfelf  by  a  reputation  for 
extraordinary  piety  and  holinefs  to  the  patriarchal 
dignity,  and  was  in  high  favour  with  tzar  Alexey ; 
yoi*.  ix.  o  but 
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^uifikewife,.  beguiled  by  his  good  fortune,  he  in- 
terfered too  much  ixx  ftate  affairs,  and,  in  one 
word,  would  willingly  have  played  the  fame  part 
with  Alexey,  as  the  patriarch  Philaretes  per- 
formed with  his  fon  tbe  tzar  Mikhaila :  a  pnv 
jefl:  which  at  length  eje&ed  hkn  from  the  pa- 
triarchate #. 

.  Thefe  difturbances  in  Mofco,  Novgorod,  ancjL 
Pfcove,  which,  however,  had  no  farther  confer 
quences,  than  that  forae  flagitious  peculators 
were  reftrained  from  farther  mifchief,  and  others 
put  out  of  the  way,  having  entirely  fubfided,  the 
empire  was  threatened  with  new  dangers  from 
a  different  qtiarter,,by  the  appearance  of  another 
man,  who  one  while  gave  himfelf  out  for. 
Dmitri's,  and  at  another  for  Schuifkoy*s  fon,. 
and  under  both  thefe  names  laid  claim  to  the 
throne.  Happy  it  was  for  Alexey  and  Ruffia* 
that  neither  the  Poles,  nor  the  Swedes,  whom  the 
impoftor,  in  reality  the  fon  of  a  linen-draper,  en- 
deavoured to  induce  to  efpoufe  his  caufe,  {hewed 
any  great  zeal  in  his  fupport ;  otherwife  it  im- 
probable that  the  turbulent  times  of  the  former 
impo&ors  under  the  name  of  Dmitri  would  have: 
been,  renewed-    On  the  contrary,  however,  the 

s 

*  Concerning .  this  remarkable  perfonage.  more  will  t>c 
Ceen  in  the  fequeL. 

pretender 


* 
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piA^ndet  very  foon  fell  into  the  hands  of  thd 
Ruffians  ;  and,  inftead  of  being  promoted  to  thd 
throne, -was  Taifed  to  the  gallows. 

The  empire  therefore  remained  quiet  within 
It  was,  however,  prefently  difturbed  on  the? 
frontiers  towards  Poland,  with  which  kingdont 
a  war  broke  out,  originally  occafioiied,  by  the 
Kozaks.  This  people,  whofe  nariie  is  probably 
of  tartarian  origiii,-  and  fignifies  a  Kght  armed 
warrior,  took  its  rife  in  the  fourteenth  century* 

when  Kief  the  primitive  ruffian  realm,  was  don* 
joined  with  Lithuania  *.  A  great  part  of  thd 
fubje&s  of  the  kievian  principality  being  diflatis- 
fied  with  the  lithuanian  government,  deferted 
their  country,  and  fettled  in  diftri&s  lying  more 
to  the  fouthward,  almoft  deftitute  of  people* 
about  the  mouth  of  the  Dniepr.  For  this  emr* 
gration  undoubtedly  the  catholic  clergy  were; 
moft  to  blame*  who  left  no  means  untried  to 
Unite  the  inhabitants  of  the  kievian,  now  belong. 
Ing  to  the  lithuanian  empire*  and  who  were  not 
catholics,  but  firmly  attached  to  the  greek  ritual* 
to  the  communion  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
Their  abhorrence  to  this  union  induced  them  to 
emigrate ;  and,  as  the  new  colonies  formed  on 
the  Dtfiepr  by  thefe  emigrations  wefe  always 

*  S^e  before,  vol.  i.  p.  277. 

G2  greatly 
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greatly  annoyed  by  the  neighbouring; Poles,  Li- 
thuanians, and  Tartars,  a  particular  form  of  go- 
vernment gradually  created  itfelf  among  thefe 
colonifts,  who  afterwards  obtained  the  name  of 
Kozaks.      It  was  a  military  democracy.     Every* 
man  was  a  foldier,  and  the  chief  (the  ataman  or 
hetman)1  was  eledled  by  the  voice  of  the  people- 
affembled,    which  was  alfo   decifive   on   every 
matter  of  public  concern.     The  Kozaks  being  ' 
at  firft  under  tartarian  prote&ion,  on  the  diffo- 
lution  of  the  tartarian  empirej  and  their  num- 
bers being  increafed  by  a  multitude  of  tartarian 
families  that  took  refuge  among  them,  they  ac- 
knowledged the  king  of  Poland  as  their  para- 
mount guardian.     An  attack  upon  their  confix 
tution,  however,  which  the  Poles  thought  proper 
to  make,  and  the  attempts  which  the  polifli  clergy 
never  gave  up,  to  incorporate  thefe  greek  chrif- 
tians  into  the  latin  church,  alienated  the  minds 
of  the  Kozaks  from  the  polifli  fupremacy,  and 
induced  them  to  a£ply  for  admiffion  under  the 
patronage  of  Ruffia,  efpecially  as  the  greek  mode 
of  chfiftian  faith,  fo  highly  revered  by  them, 
-was  predominant  in  the  ruffian  empire.     Alexey 
was  much  difpofed  to  comply  with  their  wifhes 
to  own  him  for  their  guardian  fovereign,  on 
their  declaration  to  that  effeft  about  the  year 
,1654.    Even  Nikon,  now  elevatecl  to  the  pa- 
triarchate,. 


\ 
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triarchate,  encouraged  him  not  a  little  to  adop; 
ithefe  perfecuted  fheepof  the  orthodox  church, 
and  reduce  them  to  the  patriarchal  fold.  His 
fpiritual  motives  were  convincing  enough  to 
Alexey,  who  was  defirous  of  the  fame  thing  for 
political  reafons,  efpecially  as  the  tzar  might, 
forefee  that  Poland  would  not  regard  this  with 
complacency,  but  would  ftrive  to  prevent  it  by 
force  of  arms.  On  this  occafion  he  was  in 
hopes  not  only  to  become  the  paramount  lord  of 
the  kozaks,  but  even  perhaps  to  recover  from 
the  Poles  what  his  father  had  been  obliged  by  a 
feries  qf  difafters  to  evacuate  to  them.  It  was 
curious,  however,  that  Alexey,  while  he  earneftly 
wiflied  to  form  a  connexion  with  the  Poles* 
fliould  begin  by  making  complaints,  that,  in  a 
number  of  writings  published  in  Poland,  the  ho- 
nour of  his  father  and  of  the  empire  was  in- 
fulted.  Nay,  in  compenfetion  for  the  injuries 
thereby  caft  upon  him,  he  direftly  demanded  the 
reftoration  of  the  countries  ceded  by  his  father 
to  Poland.  The  king  of  Poland  rejefted  the 
demand,  as  might  eafily  be  expected.  Thufr 
then,  on  the  fide  of  Ruflia,  there  was  already  a 
pretence  for  war,  which  indeed  as  to  its  validity 
Itemed  flight  enough,  yet,  however,  might  pafs 
fpr  a  pretence.  Befides,  the  tzar  offered  to  aft 
as  mediator  between  the  difcojitented  kozaks 

c  3  and 
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and  the  poliffi  rrovernment.     But  Poland  woulcj 
not  accept  the  mediation,  and  thus  it  (ame  to  an 
open  rupture  between  thetn.     In  this  war  the 
.Ruffians,  affifted  by  the  kozaks,  were  fo  fucir 
cefsful.  againft  Poland,  that  even  the  king  of 
Sweden,  jealous  at  Alexey's  good  fortune,  was 
apprehenfive  left  "the  latter  might  hereafter  env» 
ploy  the  force  he  was  thus  increafing  to  the  de- 
triment of  Sweden,  and  by.  the  vanquishing  of 
one  neighbour,  might  be  the  more  dangerous  tq 
him  as  the  other.     He,  therefore,  took  precau- 
tionary means  of  defence  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
The  Tartars,  who  carpe  to  the  afliftance  of  For 
land,  in  the  meantime  put  a  check  to  Alexey's 
ponqueflsj  and  Lithuania,  that  ihe  might  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  tzar,  implpred  the  pro* 
teftion  pf  the  king  of  Sweden,     By  this  ftep 
Alexey,  \yho  thought  by  conquering  Poland  to 
get  poflfeifion  of  Lithuania  as  an  appanage  to  it, 
,  felt  himfelf  affronted,  and  now  alfo,  in  \6$6% 
broke  meafures  with  Sweden.     If  pillaging,  ra- 
vaging, defolating,  and  feizing  on   towns  ai*4 
pillages,  and  even  raaflacring  unarmed  enemies, 
jpay  be  palled  a  fuccefsful  war,  then  it  muft  be 
faid,  that  Alexey*s  artns  were  likewife  fuccefsful- 
jn  Sweden  j ,  but  only  in  thofe  refpefts.     The 
JLuffians  would  not. dare  to  contend  with  the 
fwediih  warriprs  face  to  face  in  the  open  field, 

eveq 
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*?ven  with  a  far  greater  fuperiority  of  numbers  j 
and  therefore  Alexey  found  it  highly  advifable  in 
1658  to  conclude  a  three  years'  truce  with  Swe- 
den, which  tftree  years  afterwards,  in  1661,  was 
confirmed  into  a  peace,  at  which  it  was  agreed 
that,  difregarding  ail  that  had  paffed  between 
the  two  powers,  everything  lhould  be  fixed  on 
the  former  footing,  as  had  been  fettled  at  the 
treaty  of  peace  made  at  Stolbova  in  1617.  But 
Alexey's  war  <with  Poland  terminated  more  ho* 
nourably  for  Ruffia.  An  armiftice  for  thirteen 
years,  agreed  upon  at  AndrufTof  in  Lithuania  in 
1 66 j9  and  afterwards  prolonged  from  time  to 
time,  was  the  forerunner  of  a  complete  pacifica- 
tion, which  was  brought  to  efFefk  in  1686,  and 
reftored  to  the  empire  Smolenlk,  Severia,  Tchfer- 
nigofj  and  Kief,  that  primeval  principality  of  the 
ruffian  tzars.  The  king  of  Poland  likewife  re- 
linquifhed  the  fupremacy  he  ha4  hitherto  afTerted 
over  the  kozaks  to  the  tzar ;  and  that  people 
became  now  a  protefted  relative  of  the  ruffian 
empire. 

Succefsful  as  Alexey  had  been  againft  the  Poles, 
his  empire,  neverthelefs,  had  nearly  fallen  into 
new  inteftine  troubles.  Dolgoriiki,  the  ruffian 
commander,  caufed  an  officer  of  the  Don-ko- 
zaks  to  be  hanged,  and  thereby,  in  the  opinion 
<of  the  kozaks,  grievoufly  infringed  their  liberty. 

c  4  -A  brother 


* 
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A  brother  of  the  deceafed,  therefore*  Stents 
(Stephen)  Radzin,   found  no  difficulty  in  en^ 
tjcing  numbers  of  his  countrymen,  Under  pre- 
t?nce  that  attempts  were  making  to  contract  their 
privileges,  tQ  (land  forth  and  reveqge  the  infuk 
committed  on  them  ail  by  putting  to  death  this 
ipember  of  their  community.     Prompted  by  a 
love  of  licentioufnefs,  plunder,  and  excefTes  of  all 
kinds,  which  Jladzin  allowed,  his  followers  rai-i 
Jied  round  hi?  banner,  foon  increafed  to  great 
pumbers,  particularly  attrade4  by  the  piratical 
expeditions  on  the  Cafpian,  and  ^ven  to  Perfia, 
in  which  cpnfiderable  booty  \yas  to  be  m^de.   In 
the  meantime  the  proceedings  of  this  fellow,  and 
the  crew  that  had  flocked  to  him,  were  not  con- 
fried  to  (he  kqzaks :  he  lent  out  feveral  of  hi$ 
people,  who  founded  forth  the  praifes  of  their 
great  leader  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and 
took  advantage  of  every  flight  murmur  againfl; 
the  government,~every  expreflion  of  difcontent  at 
Qne  ordinance  or  another  of  the  tzar,  for  often-, 
tatioufly  promifing  help  and  redrefs  to  every  kin4 
9f  oppreffion,  by  the  arm  of  their  mighty  Rad- 
zin*    Thefe  envoys  took  particular  care  to  raiie 
hopes  in  the  populace  that  Radzin  would  deliver 
theru  from  the  gripe  of  power.     Radzin  himfelf 
proceeded  to  greater  excefles  from  day  to  day*, 
^Vs  many  of  the  Ruffians  ftill  adhered  to  the  pa- 
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jtriarch  Nikon,  who  had  been  depofed  and  fent 
jnto  a  moiiaftery,  he  fpread  it  abroad  that  Nikoi| 
was  with  him,  that  even  the  eldeft  of  the  tzariaa 
princes  had  put  himfelf  under  his  prote&ion^ 
?uid  that  he  had  been  requeued  by  the  tzar  him- 
felf to  cpme  to  JVIofco,  in  order  by  his  afliftance 
Jo  rid  himfelf  of  thofe  unpatriotic  grandees  by 
whom,  to  the  misfortune  of  the  empire,  he  was 
pnhappily  furroundec}.  Thefe  artifices,  together 
with  the  permiffion  to  rob  and  plunder  all  with* 
put  fcruple,  which  Radzin  granted  to  every  one 
(hat  came  to  Jus  ft^nd^rd,  were  a  lure  which 
operated  fo  ftrongly,  that  the  rebel  found  himfelf 
at  length  at  the  head  of  200,000  men.  Indeed 
his  power  was  not  formidable,  though  his  num* 
bers  were  fo  great.  Without  difcipline,  without 
knowledge  in  the  art  pf  war,  moft  of  his*  adhe? 
rents  even  without  inclination  to  fight,  what  was 
to  be  dreaded  from  fuch  a  ban3itti  when  op- 
pofed  by  a  military  force  ?  for  it  was  not  a  manly 
ardour  and  courage  that  liad  colle&ed  this  band 
about  Radzin,  but  rapine  and  the  thirft  of  plun- 
der. Accordingly,  how  little  fervice  this  great 
mafs  was  of  to  the  mfin  himfelf,  and  how  little 
qualified  he  was  to  bring  them  into  a  well  regu- 
lated aftivky,  ^nd  how  deftitute  he  was  of  the 
peceffary  prudence  for  a&ing  fuch  a  part  as  he 
Jiad  adopted,  was  feen  at  length  in  his  fufFering 

hipifelf 
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himfelf  to  be  perfuaded  that  the  tzar  had  forgiven 
him,  and  was  defirous  of  nothing  more  than  t<* 
fee  him  at  Mofco.     Radzin  put  implicit  faith  in 
this  report,  on  the  declaration  of  an  ataman  of 
the  Don-kozaks,  and  travelled  thither  with  his 
brother*      Though  the  fetter  repeatedly  repre- 
fented  to  him  an  the  journey  that  punifliment 
and  death  would  more  probably  be  their,  lot  at 
Mofco  than   a   pardon,    yet   Radzin  was  ftill 
fimple  enough  to  truft  in  the  affurance  he  had 
received,    and   only   perceived  his   miftake  — 
certainly  too  late  —  when  at  "a  little  diftance 
from  the  capital,  he  was  accofted  by  a  gallows 
in  a  cart  which  had  been  fent  to  meet  him  :  a 
terrible  harbinger  of  the  fate  that  awaited  him 
there.  —  His  execution  had  the  proper  effect 
on  his   accomplices,  who.  gradually  difperfed: 
and  though  another  mifcreant  took  upon  him 
to  play  Radzin's  part,  yet  the   party  did  not 
long  hold  together.     Aftrakhan,  the  chief  feat 
of  thefe  Ruffians,  where  Radzin  had  for  fome 
time  ruled  with  unlimited  fway,  and  %  where  he 
had  refolved  to  take  up  his  refidence  as  ting  of 
Aftrakhan^  was  furrounded  by  the  ruffian  troops  ; 
and  twelve  thoufand  of  Radzin's  followers  —  as 
a  dreadful  example  to  all  future  rebels  —  were 
gibbeted  on  the  high  roads  of  Aftrakhan.     Such 
was  the  cataftrophe  of  an  enterprife  which  might 

havq 
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Jiave  been  attended  with  lamentable  confequences 
to  the  ruffian  empire  if  Radzin  had  only  been 
gs  prudent  as  he  was  daring.  Difturbances  of  4 
very  extenfive  nkture  might  in  that  cafe  perhaps 
Jiave  been  tafily  excited,  efpecially  as  a  great; 
part  of  the  warlike  nation  of  Jtozaks  were  im* 
plicated  in  the  rebellion. 

The  turkifh  emperor,  in  the  meantime,  had 
not  looked  on  with  complacency  from  the  very- 
beginning,  while  Alexey  was  taking  meafures  for 
making  himfelf  prote&or  of  the  koziks,  as 
Ruffia  by  this  nation  obtained  a  ftrong  rampart 
^gainft  the  incurfions  of  the  Tartars  dependent 
pn  jhe  turkiffi  empire,  who  were  perpetually  in* 
felling  the  ruffian  territory.  He  accordingly 
ftrove  to  prevent  it ;  firft  by  farther  humbling 
Poland,  already  weakened  by  Alexey's  forces, 
and  then  by  attacking  Ruffia.  In  1671  the 
Turks  made  themfelves  matters  of  Kaminietz, 
a  fortrefs  on  the  frontiers  belonging  to  Poland, 
pnd  extended  themfelves  throughout  the  Uk- 
jrain^.  At  thfe  treaty  of  Andruffof  the  Ruffians 
and  Poles  having  promifed  mutual  affiftance  to 
each  other  againft  their  mohammedan  neigh- 
bour, Alexey  was  obliged  now,  in  purfuance  of 
that  agreement,  again  to  take  arms.  In  order 
to  give  employment  to  the  Turks  on  all  fides, 
jm4  totally  to  reduce  the  inveterate  foe  to  his 

empire, 
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empire,  Alexey  fent  ambaffadors  to  feveral  of 
the  chriftian  potentates,  exhorting  them  to  take 
,  part  in  the  war  againft  the  implacable  enemy  of 
'the  chriftian  name.  But  the  chriftian  potentates 
had  fimiiar  bufinefs  enough  of  their  own,  and 
were  obliged  to  be  perpetually  on  their  guard 
againft  the  depredations  of  each  other.  Accord- 
ingly, the  general  league  of  the  chriftians  againft 
the  Turks  was  never  brought  to  effect,  and  only 
remained  a  pious  wi(h  of  the  tzar.  —  The 
JAirkifh  army  being  for  fome  years  fucceffively 
victorious,  and  making  many  conquefts  in  Pa- 
land,  was  "  confequently  becoming  every  day 
jnore  dangerous  to  the  tzar.  At  length,  how*, 
.^ver,  a  ftop  was  put  to  their  conquefts  by  the 
great  commander  Sobiefky,  who  fmoothed  his 
way  to  the  throne  by  his  victorious  arms  againft 
thefe  enemies  of  his  country.  Indeed  Alexey 
had  formed  the  project  for  making  one  of  his 
fons  king  of  Poland,  and  fo  to  unite  that  king, 
(iom  with  his  own  y  but  the  plan  proved  abor- 
tive. He  did  not  live  to  fee  the'  termination 
9f  the  war  with  the  Turks,  in  which  Alexey 
had  taken  a  very  aCtive  p^rt.  His  death  hap* 
pened  in  1676;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that 
he  fell  a  vidim  to  the  empyrical  remedies  of  an 
old  poltfh  woman,  in  whom  he  had  more  confix 
§dence  than  ii*  his  phyGcians*  ; 

That 


HISTORY   OF    RUSSIA.  4$ 

T!That  Alexey  was  fuccefsful  in  his  wars  with 
Poland  ;  that  he  procured  a  reftitution  of  the 
countries  torn  from  his  empire,   and  laid  the 
foundatipn  of  a  fover^ignty  over   the  kozaks, 
were  not  his  only  merits  in  behalf  of  Ruffia* 
He  was  as  provident  for  the  improvement,  of 
the  empire  within,   as  for  its  aggrandizement 
without.     He  in  a  particular  manner  attached 
to  himfelf  the  gratitude  of  his  fubjects,  by  a 
reformation  of  the  laws,  in  which  he  confulted 
the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  clafs  of  burghers* 
He  encouraged  the  trade  of  the  country,  and 
was  attentive  to  advance  the  cultivation  of  the 
empire :  whereas  formerly  the  prifoners  of  war 
always   belonged   as   flaves   to  tfrofe  who   had 
taken  them,  he  a&ed  far  more  wifely,  J?y  fencU 
iog  the  captives  from  the  enemy  into  uncul- 
tivated regions,  that  they  might  be  peopled  by 
their  means.     The  mildnefs  of  his  government 
allured  Germans,   Dutch,  Italians,   and   about 
three  thoufand  Scotfmen  into  Ruffia.     He  had 
already  formed  the  defign,  which  his  fon  Peter 
afterwards  put  into  execution,  of  making  thev 
Ruffians  acquainted  with  the  art.  of  conftruclii?g 
(hips  and  with  maritime  commerce,  and  refolved 
to  keep  merchant-fhips  in  the  Cafpian ;  but  Rad- 
zin's  rebellion  had  fruftrated  the  attempts  to 
that  end  which  he  had  already  made.     Ruffia 
Kad  therefore  yet  much  to  expeft  from  Alexey; 

if 
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If  death  had  Hot  prematurely  carried  him  off  irf 
the  forty-feventh  year  of  his  age. 

It  may  with  the  ftri&eft  juftice  be  affirmed* 
that  under  Alexey  the  ruffian  empire  made! 
fome  progrefs  in  civilization,*  and  that  this 
prince,  in  many  refpe&s,  already  trod  the  path 
which  his  fon  Peter  ^afterwards  purfued  with 
more  firm  and  certain  fteps. 

For  the  better  underftanditfg  of  the  tranfc 
anions  that  next  enfued  in  the  reigning  family, 
which,  as  it  could  not  be  othetwife,  had  great 
influence  on  the  empire  itfelf,  I  (hall  here 
mention  the  manner  in  which  the  tzars  of 
Ruffia  were  wont  to  feleft  their  conforts  —  a 
manner  that  indeed  had  a  nearer  rcfembfance 
with  afiatic  than  with  european  cuftoms.  When 
a'  tzar  was  refolved  to  marry,  the  raoft  beautiful 
of  the  unmarried  daughters  of  the  country,  par- 
ticularly of  the  principal  families,  were  fum- 
moned  to  court.  They  appeared  in  their  holiday 
cloaths,  met  with  fumptuous  entertainment  5? 
and  the  young  lady  who  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  chofen  by  the  tzar  for  his  bride  remained 
at  court,  while  the  reft  were  difmifled  with 
fevours*.     Indeed  it  is  pofiible  that  in  moft 

cafe* 

*  The  account  generally  received  among  foreigners  is  a* 
fallow*:  Solent  autem  mofchovitae  «juuna  de  uxore  ducenoV 

deliberant/ 
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cafe*  it  was  determined  prior  to  this  exhibition 
on  which  of  the  fair  the  ele&ion  would  fall.  — 
By  this  practice,  therefore,  all  that  influence 
which  foreign  princeffes  as  conforts  fo  often  ex- 
^rcife  over  the  fovereigh,  and  through  then*, 
upon  the  interefts  of  the  country,  was  pre- 
vented :  this  mode  obferved  by  the  tzars  in  conr 
trading  marriage  had  a  tendency  likewife  to 
what  all  of  them  prior  to  Peter  the  Great 
feemed  moft  to  defire,  that  this  empire  fhould 
have  as  little  connexion  with  other  countries  as 
poffible  #.     But  even  this  ele&ion  of  a  tzaritza 

from. 


4eliberant,  omnfum  toto  regno  puellarum  virglnum  dele£lunv 
habere,  ac  forma  virtuteque  animi  prasftantiores  ad  fe  per- 
duci  jubere,  quae  demum-  per  idoncos  homines,  fidelefque 
matrqnas  infpiciunt,  ita  diligenterr  ut  fecretiora  quoque  al> 
ii»  contre&ari  explorarique  fas  fit.      Ex   iis   vero   magna 
atque   folicita   parent  urn   exfpeftatione,'  quae   ad  principfi 
animum  refponderit  regiis  miptiis  digna  pronunciatur.  Caeterse 
vero,  quae  deforraae  pudicltneque,  &  morum  dignitate  con- 
tenderant,  faepe  eadem  die  in  gratiam  principum,  proceribus- , 
atque  militibus  nubunt,  lie  ut  mediocri  loco  natae.  plerumquer 
dum  principes  regis?  ftirpis  clara  flemmata  contemnunt,  ad' 
fummum  regalis  thori  faftigium,   uti  &  Turcas  ottoman  na** 
folitos   efle    videmus,    pulchritudinia    aufpiciis    evehantur. 
Paulus  jfovius  in  Mofchovia,  p.  32.  / 

*  The  following  is  delivered  as  the  true  Hate  of  the 
Ibufioefs  by  that  profound  ruffian  antiquarian  M.  Boltin  :■ 

inquiries 
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from  the  daughters  of  the  natives  pfbvecf  a£ 
times  the  fruitful  foufce  of  the  difafters  to  the" 
empire,  as  the  relations  of  the  new  tzaritza,  by 
the  affiftance  of  their  aunts,  now  raifed  to  be" 
great  ladies,  ftrove  to  make  themfelves  of  con-' 
fequence,  and  did  not  always  purfue  this  aim 
by  the  dire&eft  means ;  as,  for  example,  in  the 
£afe  of  Boris.  Should  it  happen  that  a  ^zar* 
married  mor.e  than  oftce,  then  a  door  was  imme- 


lnquiries  were  privately  made  after  the  moft  be<rutff«l  and 
fenfible  young  women  of  the  country ;  but  no  ukafes  were 
ever  iflued  to  that  effedr.,  as  has  been  pretended  by  fome 
forefgn  authors.  Some  of  the  principal  lords  and  ladies  re- 
ceived  the  commiflion  to  bring  fuch  as  -they  deemed  the 
worthieft  to  the  houfe  of  the  monarch,  where  each  of  theni 
found  a  decent  chamber  ready  for  her  reception.  They  ate 
all  at  one  table,  and  various  kinds  of  paftime  were  provided 
for  their  amufement.  The  monarch  obferved  them  pri- 
vately and  Eftened  to  their  converfations.  It  is  affirmed  bf 
fome  that  he  even  vilited  them  by  night,  in  order  to  fee 
which  of  them  flept  quietly  or  unquietly.  After  reiterated 
vifitation  and  infpe&ion  of  the  underftandings,  tempers,  and 
difpofitions,  and  having  made  up  his  mind  in  confequence, 
he  came  and  fat  down  at  table  with  them,"  where  he  pre- 
sented her  on  whom  he  had  fixed  his  choice  for  a  bride  with 
a  handkef chief  and  a  ring.  On  the  fame  day  he  difmifTed 
the  reft  from  his  houfe  with  prefents  confiding  of  the  feveral 
articles  of  drefs.  The  name  of  the  bride  ele&  was  then 
publicly  declared,  and  the  title  of  grand -princefs  conferred 
upon  her. 

diately 
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diately  opened  to  the  fphit  of  fa&ion :  fever  al 
families  became  related  to  the  fovereign ;  one 
-exerting  itfelf  to  circumvent  the  other ;  the  new 
relations  endeavouring  by  all  -  means  to  fubvert 
the  elder.  The  cafe  here  fuppofed,  by  no  means 
advantageous  to  the  empire,  a&ually  happened 
with  Alexey.  He  married  twice;  and  herein 
lay  principally  the  foundation  of  the  troubles 
which  threatened  to  break  out  immediately  on 
Jiis  death ;  and  though  at:  that  time  fuppreffed, 
.burft  forth  with  greater  violence  and  fury,  fix 
years  afterwards,  when  Feodor  died. 

Two  princes,  jiamed  Feodor  and  Ivan,  and 
fix  princeffes,  of  whom  Sophia  afterwards  made 
herfelf  particularly  famous,  were  the  children  of 
the  firft,  Peter  and  Natalia  the  offspring  of  the 
fecond  marriage,  whom  Alexey  left  behind  him 
at  his  death*  *  By  his  firft  confort,  born  a  Milo- 
flaflkoy,  the  family  of  Miloflaffkoy  acquired 
great  influence  at  court  $  which,  however,  de- 
clined on  Alexey's  marrying  a  fecond  time  a 
Narifhkin,  and  this  confort  favoured  her  rela- 
tions. As  now,  moreover,  the  two  princes  of 
the  former  marriage,  Feodor  and  Ivan,  were 
not  only  of  a  very  feeble  temperament,  but 
alfo  appeared  to  have  no  great  intellectual  abili- 
ties,  (which  was  particularly  the  cafe  with  Ivan,) 
jit  was  natural  for .  the  Narifhkin  family  to  con- 
.    you  lh  P  seiye 
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crive  the  defign  of  nominating,  after  Alexey*$ 
death,  the  young  Peter,  fourteen  years  of  age, 
the  only  prince  of  the  fecojid  marriage,  as  fuc- 
ceffor  to  his  father,  and  to  exclude  the  twq 
elder  princes,  on  account  of  their  incapacity, 
from  the  fucceflion.  But  this  project  failed: 
Feodor  was  appointed  tzarj  and,  though  he 
was  fickly  and  infirm  of  body,  and  this  infirmity 
.was  even  increafed  by  an  illnefs  fliortly  after  his 
accefiion  to  the  throne,  yet  he  proved,  that  the* 
e.onclufion  from  the  weaknefs  of  his  body  to  an 
imbecility  of  mind  was  too  hafty.  On  the  con- 
trary,  during  his  reign  of  fix  years  he  difplayed 
many  excellent  talents  fpr  government ;  sind  it 
was  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  tenement 
of  his  fpirit  was  fo  fraih  The  war  againft  the 
Turks  which  he  inherited  from  his  father  h§ 
profecuted  four  years  longer,  and  terminated  it 
in  1680  by  a  truce  for  twenty  years,  by  whicfy 
the  Turks  not  only  reaped  no  advantage,  but 
were  compelled  to  acknowledge  the  foyereignty 
pf  the  tzars  over  the  Kozaks,  whom  the  fultaq 
wa&  greatly  defirous  to  incorporate  with  hi? 
empire, 

Tfhe  pains,  beftowed  by  Feodor  in  his  admini? 
ftration  related  chiefly  to  the  interior  of  the 
empire ;  evipcing  in  the  whole  of  his  coaduft 
{h^t  the  benefit  of  his  people  was  his  ruling 
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objett.     In  a  country  like,  Ruffia,  where  even 
after  all  the  trouble  that  Alexey  had  taken  to 
form  a  code  of  laws,  there  were  not  ftatutes 
adapted  to  all  cafes,  too   many  opportunities 
offered  where  chicane  or  money  could  influence 
the  decifion  of  the  judge.     The  offices  of  the 
magiftrature  were  almoft  exclufively  filled  by 
the  nobility ;  and  it  was  extremely  difficult  for 
any  of  the  burghers  or  peafantry,  and  for  the 
poor  almoft  impoifible,  to  gain  a  verdid,  even 
though  the  law  was  on  their  fide*  whenever  the 
adverfary  was  a  noble  or  a  wealthy  man,  as  the 
former  was  commonly  favoured  by  the  court  on 
account  of  his  rank,  and  the  latter  for  the 
weighty  arguments  which  he  brought.     Indeed 
under  Alexey's  government  fome  great  men,  as 
before  related,  received  fad  wages  for  their  ink 
quities ;  but  thefe  examples  prefently  loft  their 
warning  virtue,  and  Feodor  faw  himfelf  obliged 
to  make  it  a  primary  objeft  of  his  care  that  law 
and  equity  were  impartially  adminiftered,  and 
that  even  the  poor  and  needy  of  his  fubjeftfc 
fhould  at  leaft  have  juftice,  —  With  equal  dili- 
gence he  provided  that  the  neceffaries  of  life 
fhould  not  be  kept  at' too  high  a  price,  nor  the 
dealers  in  them  opprefs  the  poor.     For  the  en* 
couragement  of  perfons  iirflender  circumftances, 
defirous  tp  engage  in  ufeful  undertakings  that 
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exceeded  their  means,  he  affifted  them  with  pe* 
cuniary  advances  for  feveral  years.  Mofco  was 
already  indebted  to  his  father  for  having  a  well 
conftituted  police ;  he  added  to  it  many  wife 
regulations,  and  at  length  crowned  his  reign  by 
an  ordinance,  eminently  important  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  empire,  by  which  he  gave  a  violent 
blow  to  the  hurtful  and  ridiculous  conceit  of 
privileges  of  birth. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  care  with  which  the 
noble  families  kept  the  books  of  their  pedigrees, 
in  which  were  fet  down,  not  only  every  one  of 
their  anceftors,  but  alfo  the  polls  and  offices 
which  thefe  their  forefathers  held  at  court,  m 
the  army,  or  in  the  civil  department.  Ha$ 
thefe  genealogies  and  regifters  of  defcent  been 
CQnfingd  to  the  purpofe  of  determining  the  an- 
ceftry  $nd  the  relationfhip  of  families,  qo  ob- 
jection could  be  alleged  againft  them.  I$ut 
thefe  books  of  record  were  carried  to  the  mod 
cibfurd  ^bufe,  attended  with  a  hofy  of  pernicioijs 
confequences.  If  a  nobleman  were  appointed 
to'  a  poft  in  t}ie  army  or  at  court,  or  to  fome 
civil  ftation,  and  it  appeared  that  the  perfpn  tp 
whom  he  was  now  fubordinate  numbered  fewer 
jinceftors  than  he,  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diflq- 
f  pity  that  he  could  be  brought  to  accept  of  the 
gfijce  to  which  he  was  called.    Nay,  this  folly 
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taas '  carried  ftill  greater  lengths :  a  man  would 
even  refufe  to  take  upon  him  an  employ,  if 
thereby  he  would  be  fubordinate  to  one  whofe 
anceftors  formerly  flood  under  the  anceftors  of 
him  who  was  now  offered  the  place.     It  is  eafy 
to  imagine  that  a  prejudice  of  this  kind  muft 
have  been  prbduftive  of  the  mod  difagreeable 
effefts,  and  that  difcontents,  murmurs  at  flights 
and  trifling  negle&s,  difputes,  quarrels,  and  dis- 
orders in  the  fervice,  muft  have  been  its  natural 
attendants.     It  was  therefore  become  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  that  a  particular  office  fhould  be 
inftituted  at  court,  in  which  exaft  copies  of  the 
genealogical  tables  and  fervice-regifters  of  the 
noble  families  were  depofited;  and  this  office 
was  incfcflantly  employed  in  fettling  the  number- 
lefs  difputes  that  aroffe  from  this  inveterate  pre 
judice.     Feodor^  dbferving  the  pernicious  effefts 
df  this  fond  conceit  that  the  father's  capacity 
riiuft  neceffarily  devolve  on  the  fon^  and  that 
confequently   he  ought    to  inherit    his   pofts, 
wiffied  to  put  a  flop  to  it ;  and,  with  the  advice 
of  his  fagacious  minifter  prince  Vaffilly  Galitzin, 
of  whom  we  ihall  frequently  have  occafion  to 
fpeak,  fell  upon  the  following  method  for  put., 
ting  an  end   to  this  ridiculous   pra&ice*      He 
caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed,   that  all  the  fami- 
lies fhould  deliver  into  court  faithful  copies  of 
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their  fervice-rolls,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
corre&ed  of  a  number  of  errors  that  had  crept 
into  them.  This  clelivery  being  made,  he  con- 
voked the  great  men  and  the  fuperior  clergy 
before  him.  In  eloquent  fpeeches  it  was  repre- 
fented  to  them  by  him  in  arguments  drawn 
from  reafon,  and  by  the  patriarch  in  arguments 
drawn  from  religion,  that  the  prejudice  which 
had  hitherto  prevailed  of  forming  pretentions 
from  the  polls  that  had  been  filled  by  their  an- 
ceftors,  was  as  irrational  as  it  was  contrary  to  the 
(Bftates  of  chriftianity,  which  required  humility 
and  brotherly  love.  Thefe  difcourfes  being 
ended,  the  affembly  were  afked  their  opinion, 
when  they  unanimoufly  affented ;  the  generality 
however  not  from  full  convi&ion  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  tzar  and  the  patriarch.  No  fooner 
was  this  affent  declared,  than  the  whole  heap  of 
thefe  records  of  fervice  was  brought  into  the 
fquare  before  the  palace,  and,  in  prefence  of  the 
clergy  and  a  multitude  of  noblemen,  —  burnt 
to  afhes*    By  way  of  conclufion  to  this  Angular 

* 

ceremony,  the  patriarch  denounced  an  anathema; 
againft  every  one  who  feould  prefume  to  con- 
travene this  ordinance  of  the  tzar;  and  the 
juftice  of  the  fentence  was  ratified  by  the  affem-' 
bly  in  a  general  fhout  of  Amen.  It  was  by  no 
ineans  Feodor's   intention    to  efface  nobility ; 
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fchd  accordingly  he  ordered  new  boqks  to  be 
made  in  which  the  noble  families  were  infcribed ; 
but  thus  was  aboliflied  that  extremely  pernicious 
cuftom  which  made  it  a  difgrace  to  be  under  the 
orders  of  another  if  his  atoceftry  did  not  reach'  fo 
highj  or  even  —  in  cafe  of  equal  pedigree  — * 
if  a  forefather  of  the  commander  had  once  been 
fubordinate  in  the  fervice  to  the  progenitor  of 
him  who  was  now  to  acknowledge  him  for  hie 
fupertor; 

Feodor,  therefore,  did  much  good  in  his  gene- 
ration, combated  many  prejudices,  and  contrk 
buted  what  he  could  to  roufe  his  people  from 
that  fluggifhnefs  which  generally  prevailed  among 
•them;  by  many  of  his  a&ions  ftrove  to  fcure 
them  of  the  idle  notion,  that  every  thing  is  beft 
as  it  is,  and  therefore  that  nothing  fhoiild  be 
altered.     He  deftroyed,  as  we  have  jiift  feen* 
the  extravagant  pretenfions  of  the  nobility,  fo 
highly  detrimental  to  the  ftate ;  in  like  manned 
•he  did  away  the  prejudice  that  the  tzaritza  mud; 
always  be  a  native  Ruffian,  by  marrying  a  lady 
of  Poland*  for  whom  he  had  conceived  an  affec- 
tion* and  roundly  told  the  patriarch,  on  his  de- 
claring the"  marriage  invalid,,  that  he    either 
never  would  marry  at  all,  or  only  according  td 
.his  private  inclination :  upon  which  the  former 
ret  rafted.,     He  attempted  to  bring  about  an 
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alteration  in  the  national  drefs  of  the  Ruffians, 
which  had  more  of  the  afiatic  than  the  european ; 
not  by  a  decree,  as  Peter  afterwards  did,  but  by 
appointing,  occafionatly,  feftivities  at  court,  and 
making  it  a  condition  on  all  who  would  partake 
in  them,  that  they  fhould  appear  in  a  particular 
drefs  foxnewhat  altered  by  him,  and  bearing  a 
refemblance  to  the  polifh.  —  Thus  Feodor  in 
many  refpefts  fet  a  pattern  to  his  great  fucceffor 
Peter.  It  was  much  to  be  wifhed  that'the  period 
of  his  life  had  been  protra&ed  *  ;  but  the  empire 
would  more  deeply  ftill  have  felt  his  lofs,  if 
Jie  had  not  been  fucceeded  by  Peter,  who  ftrove 
to  complete  the  good  which  Alexey  and  Feodor 
Jiad  begun,  who  brought  to  maturity  what  they 
had  fown,  who  combined  with  the  talents  for 
government,  which  feemed  hereditary  in  the  houfe 
of  Romanof,  a  more  reftlefs  zeal,  a  more  inde- 
fatigable a&ivity  than  his  predeceflbrs  poffefled ; 
and  by  his  deeds  as  fovereign  acquired  that  re- 
nown which  has  claffed  him  with  the  greateft 
monarchs.  , 

„    Feodor's  death  in  1683  was  in  a  manner  the 
iignal  for  fanguinary  feenes,  being  the  occafion 

*  u  Feodor  lived,"  fays  thf  ruffian  hiftorian   Stimaro- 

kof,  a  the  joy  and  delight  of  his  people,  and  died  amidft 

"  their  fighs  and  tears.      On  the  day  he  died  Mofco  wa« 

."  ia  the  fame  date  of  diikefs  a*  Home  was  on  the  death 

«  of  Titus."  £. 
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of  a  ftruggle  for  the  fovereignty  of  the  empire; 
between  brother  and  filler,  which  laded  fixteen 
years,  and  in  1698  *  terminated  in  ^favour  of 
Peter,  the  brother. 

Feodor  had  already  been  aware  that  Ivan, 
half-blind,  and  in  general  very  infirm,  was  not 
adequate  to  the  bufinefs  of  a  tzar  of  Ruffia, 
and  for  that  reafon  had  fhortly  before  his  death 
ordained,  that  his  ftep-brother  Peter,  then  ten 
years  old,  who  already  difcovered  uncommon 
abilities,  ihould  be  his  fucceflbr.  Ivan  himfelf 
avowed  his  incapacity  for  governing,  and  would 
willingly  now  have  relinquilhed  the  throne  to 
Peter,  as  he  afterwards  actually  did ;  but  to 
this  Sophia,  the  own  fifter  of  Feodor  and  Ivan, 
and  half-lifter  of  Peter,  would  not  aflent.  This 
princefs  was  juft  then  in  the  full  bloom  of 
youth,  of  exquifite  beauty,  and  of  rare  accom- 
plifliments.  She  had  ambition  enough  to  afpire 
to  the  throne,  courage  enough  to  make  her  way 
to  it  by  any  kind  of  means,  and  prudence 
enough  to  have  maintained  herfelf  upon  itj% 

*  When  Sophia's  laft  effort,  the  rebellion  of  the  Stre- 
litzes,  raifed  by  her  and  her  party  in  Peter's  abfence,  was 
defeated. 

f  Peter  himfelf  afterwards  frequently  faid,  that  if  his 
lifter  had  bridle^,  her  ambition,  he  would  have  left  to  her 
the  helm  of  government,  and  contentedly  have  ferved  his 
country  under  her  authority. 

That 
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That  Ivan,  a  prince  of  the  former  marriage?* 
was  intended  to  be  paffed  by  in  the  fucceffion  to 
the  throne,  furniflied  her  with  the  fitteft  pretence 
for  making  herfelf  of  confequence.  She  took 
upon  her  the  tone  of  a  patronefs  of  the  claims 
of  her  full  brother,  demanding  juftice  appa* 
rently  for  him  alone,  .regardlefs  of  herfelf.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  Na- 
rifhkin  party  were  endeavouring  to  promote 
Peter's  fucceffion,  Sophia  was  induftrious  in 
contriving  to  oppofe  it.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
accompliflifment  of  her  defign,  fhe  fecured  to 
herfelf,  by  promifes  and  money,  the  concurrence 
of  the  ftrelitzes,  that  band  of  foldiers  who  at 
Mofco  were  what  the  janifaries  are  at  Cotiftan- 
tinople,  a  corps  which,  by  its  ftrength,  confift* 
ing  of  upwards  of  14,000  men,  were  enabled 
to  give  powerful  fupport  to  any  plot.  To  get  rid 
of  the  Narifhkins,  as  the  friends  and  dependants 
of  prince  Peter,  was  the  firft  and  grand  aim  of 
^Sophia,  as  by  that  means  fhe  hoped  to  have 
a  freer  fcope  for  her  ftratagems*  •  To  effett  this 
the  mote  readily,  a  rumour  was  fpread  that  the 
Narifhkins  were  guilty  of  Feodor's  death  ;  tfyat 
foreign  phyficians,  bribed  by~  this  family,  had 
difpatbhed  the  tzar  by  poifdn,  and  their  relations 
only  wanted  to  raife  Peter  to  the  throne*  and 
to   that!  end  to  exclude,  nay  even  to  murder 

Sophia's 
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Sophia's  own  brother  Ivan,  who  had  a  prior  right* 
The  efforts  of  the  Nariflikins  to  procure  the  fuc- 
ceffibn  for  Peter,  which  were  not  to  be  diffembled, 
gave  to  this  report  an  air  of  probability,  which 
every  method  was  ufed  to  reduce  to  certaihty. 
The  beautiful  Sophia,  by  her  arts  of  perfuafion,  ih- 
genioufly  gave  impreffion  to  thefe  allegations,  par- 
ticularly among  the  chiefs  of  the  ftrelitzes,  while 
her  creatures  were  inceffantly  affiduous  in  gaining 
over  the  common  peoples  of  that  body  by  various 
a'rtifices.  Galitzin,  Feodor'swife  and  aftive  mini- 
fter  #,  was  alfo  Sophia's  favourite  and  counfellor; 
and  even  the  vulgar  owned  it  to  be  reafonable  that 
the  crown  Ihould  be  given  to  prince  Ivan,  as  the 
eldeft  fon.  Sophia  was  therefore  preparing7  to 
afceftd  the  throne ;  for  that  was  her  real  inten- 
tion, though  ihe  concealed  it  under  her  fifterly 
love  for  Ivan,  who  in  that  cafe  would  never  have 
had  anything  more  than  the  title  of  tzar,  as  was 
afterwards  plainly  feen.  Hitherto,  indeed,  it 
feemed  as  if  Sophia  had  no  defign  of  making  any 
attempts  againft  the  life  of  Peter ;  but  fome  years 

#  To  this  a  foreigner,*  who  at  that  time  lived  in  Rufiiav 
i>ears  the  following  teftimony :  He  was  polite,  fertile  in  in- 
vention, and  of  greater  fagacity  than  any  of  his  countrymen^ 
of  an  a&ive  mind,  diligent ;  was,  in  underftanding,  far  be- 
yond'his  times,  aud  capable  of  working  a  great  alteration,  m 
ftuflia,  if  his  time  and  authority  had  been  commenfurate 
with  his  inclination* 

after 
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after  (he  fhewed,  by  her  a&kms,  that  flie  Would 
have  made  no  fcruple  of  fecrificing  this  half* 
brother  to'  her  ambition.  Sophia  would  per-' 
haps  too  have  found  arguments  fufficient  for 
juftifying  her  conduft*  and  for  proving  to  her 
country  and  to  the  world  that  (he  was  neceffi* 
tated  fo  to  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  empire.  Had 
{he  then*  fupported  by  Galitzin,  a  flirewd  and. 
enterprifing  man,,  and  whom,  as  has  fince  been 
believed,  Ihe  would  have  owned  for  her  hufband* 
wifely  and  happily  conducted  her  reign,  it  would 
fcarcely  ever  have  been  mentioned,  perhaps  it 
would  even  gradually  have  been  forgotten*  that, 
flie  made  her  way  to  the  throne  over  the  corpfe 
of  her  brother.  But  fate  would  have  it  other- 
wife.  Peter,  the  perfecuted  prince,  was  to  con* 
quer  all  plots  and  machinations  againft  him,  and 
at  length  to  become  fole  monarch ;  while  Sophia, 
for  her  often  unfuccefsful,  but  always  repeated 
attempts  to  place  herfelf  on  the  throne,  was 
doomed  at  length  to  do  penance  by  the  lofs  of 
her  liberty.  ^ 

In  perfect  confidence  with  her  plan,  by  which 
the  ftrelitzes  had  been  dextroufly  enticed,  the 
whole  crew  of  them  conforted  together  foo» 
after  Feodor's  death,  committed  all  manner  of 
exceffes  for  three  days  in  fucceffion,  in  whic^f 
(hey  met  with  no  check  whatever,  facirificed  ta 

their 
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(Jieir  fury  feveral  of  the  chief  officers  of  ftate, 
Aat  were  againft  Sophia,  forced  their  way 
even  into  the  palace  of  the  tzars,  and  demanded 
the  death  of  the  Narifhkins*,  who,  as  they  pre- 
tended, were  bent  on  depriving  Ivan  of  the 
throne,  and  then  of  his  life.  At  length  they 
declared  by  acclamation  prince  Ivan  to  be  tzar* 
He,  however,  having  a  fihcere  affection  for  his 
half-brother  Peter,  wifhed  him  to  be  co-fovereign 
with  him ;  which  was  granted :  but  Sophia  was 
at  the  fame  time  declared  co-fovereign  with  the 
two  tzarsf  This  was  on  the  6th  of  May  1681, 
^nd  in  June  the  coronation  of  Ivan  and  Peter 
was  folemnized  in  due  form.  Sophia  imme- 
diately married  tzar  Ivan,  in  order  th^t  if  -any 
children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  Peter  might 
lofe  for  ever  all  hope  of  obtaining  the  crown* 
Thus,  one  ftep  of  Sophia's  fucceeded';  ihe  had 
now  the  government  in  her  hands;  for  Ivan, 

*  Two  brothers  of  the  widowed  tzaritza  Natalia,  Alexey** 
fecond  confort,  of  the  family  of  Narifhkin,  were  murdered. 
This  was  the  fatal  lot  in  all  of  about  fixty  perfons,  moftly  of 
the  firft  diftin&ion.  The  Miloflaffkys,  Sophia's  kinfmen, 
were  particularly  bufy  in  this  fedition.  The  property  of 
fuch  as  were  executed  was  confifcated  and  divided  among 
^Jie.ftrelitzes.  A  public  monument"  was  likewife  erected, 
on  which  the  names  of  the  deceafed,  were  inferibed,  as  traj- 
tors  to  their  country, 
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from  his  imbecility,  and  Pfeter  from  his  youth,* 
being  only  ten  years  of  age,  had  nothing  inorfc 
than  the  title  of  tzars.  Their  names  flood  at 
bottom  of  the  decrees  and  ordinances  that  were 
iffued;  but  Sophia  and  her  favourite  Galitzin 
were  alone  their  authors,  .  Afterwards,  in  the 
year  1687,  Sophia  began  to  add  her  name  to 
thofe  of  the  tzars,  and  to  caufe  her  image  to  be 
ftamped  on  the  coin* 

In  the  meantime,  the  ftrelitzes  whom  Sophia 
had  chofen  as  her  inftruments  in  the  downf&l 
which  (he  had  prepared  for  Peter,  had  nearly, 
after  that  firft  infurre&ion  in  her  favour,  been 
dangerous  to  herfelf.  Prince  Kovanfkoi,  their 
commander,  who  was  privy  to  the  plans  of 
Sophia,  had  probably  too  much  ambition  foy 
fubmitting  to  be  the  paffive  inftrument  by  which 
Ihe  was  to  obtain  the  fovereign  power,  alfo 
might  be  defirous  of  having  himfelf  a  fhare  in 
the  government, .  and  was  accordingly  jealous  of 
Galitzin.  The  propofal  which  he  made  to 
Sophia,  that,  (he  would  marry  one  of  her  fifter§ 
to  his  fon,  perhaps  caufed  fome  alarm  on  account 
of  the  conferences  by  which  it  might  poffibly 
be  attended;  and  her  refufal,  which  made  Ko- 
vanfkoi the  adverfary  of  Sophia,  wrought  alfo  fo 
powerfiilly  on  his  ftrelitzes,  that  Sophia,  the 
two  t^ars,  and  the  whole  court  were  reduced  to 
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the  neceffity  of  making  the  ftrong  itionaftery  of 
the  Trinity,  twelve  leagues  from  Mofco,  their 
fanftqary.  Ere,  however,  the  enraged  ftrelitzes 
could  follow  them  thither,  the  coilrt  collected, 
together  a  great  body  of  armed  foldiers,  among, 
whom  were  many  foreigners.  Kovanfkoi  being 
taken  prifpner,  was  beheaded ;  and  as  the  ftre- 
litzes,  ftill  more  exafperated  by  this  aft,  were 
advancing  againft  the  monaftery,  they  learnt 
that  they  were  likely  to  meet  with  a  (tout  refifl> 
ance  there.  This  intelligence  immediately  con*, 
verted  their  apparent  courage  into  defpondencyy 
and  their  fury  into  confternation.  The  court  de-> 
manded  that  the  principal  ringleaders  fhould '  be. 
delivered  up,  which  was  done ;  and,  moreover,  - 
the  tenth  man  of  every  regiment  was  felefted  as 
a  viftim  for  the  reft.  Thefe  wretches,  thus  <le* 
ci mated,  being  condemned  to  die  at  Mofco, 
where  mod  of  the  ftrelitzes  were  ftationary,  took. 
an  affeftionate  leave  of  their  wives  and  children, 
prepared  themfelves  for  death  by  receiving  the 
facrament,  and  went  back  to  the  monaftery  ia 
fuch  order,  that  every  two  of  them  carried  a 
block,  and  the  third  was  the  bearer  of  an  axe. 
Jn  this  tremendous  proceffion,  attended  by*  a 
great  concourfe  of  people,  particularly  of  their 
relation*,  they  came  to  the  place  before  the  mo- 
paftery,  fcid  {heir  heads  on  the  blocks  they  had 

brought 
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brought  with  them,  and  in  that  fituation  waited 
,  their  doom,  which  at  length  amounted  to  this, 
that  fome  of  the  moil  guilty  were  made  an  atone- 
ment for  all.  Sophia  henceforward  placed  no 
more  confidence  in  the  ftrelitzes.  The  ma- 
jority  of  them  were  draughted  off  into  the  other 
regiments  on  the  frontiers,  in  order  to  retnove 
them  from  the  capital  *• 

This  infurreftion  being  quelled,  all  now  wore 
a  tranquil  appearance;  and  the  government, 
which  Sophia  had  in  her  hands,  proceeded  in 
the  ordinary  courfe.  Certain  perfons,  however, 
of  both  parties,  that  is,  the  friends  of  Sophia  and 
of  Petef,  were  in  the  meantime  very  bufy  in 
private.  The  former  to  preferve  the  govern- 
ment in  the  hands  of  that  princefs,  and  the  latter 
to  ravifh  it  from  her  in  time,  and  to  confer  it 
upon  Peter.  A  good  opportunity  foon  offered 
for  the  party  of  this  tzar  to  raife  clamours  againft 
Vaffilly  Galitzin  the  favourite  of  Sophia,  and 
the  meafures  they  purfued ;  and  thus  to  take  one; 
ftep  in  behalf  of  Peter.  In  1686  the  peace 
aboverftentioned  t  was  concluded  with  Poland. 

*  The  beforementioncd  monument,  a  tefllmony  of  re- 
warded infurreftion,  difhonourable  to  the  government,  wa« 
removed,  and  another  with  a  warning  againft  rebellion  feV 
lip  in  its  place. 

f  See  before,  p.  3  8. 


\< 


fclSfORV  OJ?   RUSSIA*  49 

But  new  ho&Uitiei  with  Turkey  foon  broke  out. 
The  Turks. were  at  the  fame  time  involved  ia  * 
ww  with  Poland  and  with  the  get  roan  emperor. 
Both  powers  foilicited  the  court  of  Ruffiato  take 
pan  in  the  conteft*  in  order  to  employ  the  common 
foe  on  the  fide  pf  the  krimean  Tartars*    Sophia 
at  firft  would  not  hearken  to  this  requeft*    But 
among  the  few  gre#  mesa  whole  counfel  was  of 
any  moment,  were  faveral  fecret  friends  to  Peter* 
Thefe  (hewed  by  z  multitude  of  arguments,  that 
it  behoved  them*  as  tending  to  the  good  of  the 
country,  to  cut  out  more  work  for  the  fidtani 
already  harafled  on  two  fides,  and  thu^  by  di- 
viding to  weaken  his  forces.    Ooubtlefc  thefe 
advifers  cared  left  about  weakening  the  Turks 
than  of  leflening  the  credit  of  the  pref^nt  admi* 
Bifoation.    They  foreiaw  that  little  glory  would 
redound  from  this  war,  and  were  in  hopes  that 
the  difpleafyre,  if  it  turned  out  badly,  would  fall 
upon  Sophia.    Bdides,  a  war  offered  the  beft 
means  for  getting  rid  of  Galitzin,  and  in  his  ab- 
fence  of  being  more  a&ive  in  favour  of  Peter,  who 
bow  already  [1686]  flawed  himfelf  worthy  of 
fitting  on  the  throne  of  his  anceftors.    They 
were  therefore  lb  mceflant,  and  fo  earned  w  their 
folUcitatioas  with  Sophia  and  Galitzin,  ^nd  af- 
ierted:  fo  vehemently  that  Galitzin  %was  the  only 
?W#  qW#%l  for  condu£ti*g  this  war  with  fuc- 
.    vat.,  n.  £  cefs, 
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cefe,  that  the  latter,  though  fo  ftrenuoufly  againft 
it  at  the  firfl^  at  length  complied,  and  put  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  the  army.  He  was  thoroughly 
fenfible  of  what  his  enemies  knew,  and  what  the 
feqiiel  proved,  that  he  had  no  talents  for  a  mili- 
tary commander.       He   confumed  the  whole 
campaign  in  marches  and  countermarches,  with- 
out gaining,  though  with  an  army  of  300,000 
men,  a  fingle  advantage  over  the  enemy,  and  yet 
40,000  of  his  people  fell  facrifices  to  this  fruit- 
lefs   campaign.     Indeed  the  friends  of  Sophia 
and  Galitzin  were  continually  caufing  falfe  ac- 
counts of  vi&ories  gained  by  the  Ruffians  to  be 
circulated  in  Mofco;  and,  cafting  the  blame  of 
the  failure  of  the  campaign  on  the  hetman  of  the 
kozaks,  whom  they  actually  fent  to  Siberia,  on 
diibanding  the  foldiers  at  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign they  even  diftributed  rewards  among  them 
—  for  nothing.  But  all  this  did  not  impofe  upon 
the  people ;  and  a  general  averfion  etifued  againft 
Sophia  and   Galitzin,   which  was  greatly   in- 
creafed  by  an  equal  want  of  fuccefs  in  the  fol- 
lowing campaign  of  1687.     Undoubtedly  one 
circumftance  contributed  in  no  fmall  degree  to 
diminifh  the  luftre  of  both  thefe  campaigns,  that 
one  part  of  the  army  wifhed  well  to  Peter,  and 
therefore  was  not  defirous  that  Galitzin  fhould 
be  fuccefsful,  and  the  influence  *rf  him  and 
,  Sophia 


HlftTeitrY   OF    RUSSIA*  5 1 

Sophia  be  thereby'  augmented,  but*  rather  de- 
voutly hoped  to  fee  the  downfall  of  the  prefent 
government  and  the  elevation  of  Peter  *. 

Peter's  friends,  during  the  abfence  of  Ga- 
litzin,  were  extremely  induftrious  in  fupporting 
the  claims  of  that  prince  to  the  abfplute  mo- 
narchy. The  following  was  one  of  the  methods 
adopted  for  forming  a  party  in  his  behalf.  He 
repaired  to  a  village  not  far  from  Mofco,  where 
he  admitted  a  number  of  young  people  to  his 
company  and  into  his  fervice,  many  of  whoin 
were  fons  of  the  principal  families  of  the  em- 
pire. They  were  generally  called  the  tzar's 
playmates  f>  and  it  even  Teemed  at  firft,  that  the 
object  of  this  donne&ion  was  nothing  more  than 
diver  (ion,  entertainment,  and  pleafure.  The 
real  aim  of  it,  however,  was  far  greater .  and 
more  extenfive ;  for  the  youths  who  hem  daily* 
affociated  with  Peter  acquired  fuch  an  attach-* 
ment  to  his  perfon  as  was  never  to  be  effaced, 
and  became  his  mod  faithful  adherents.  The 
probability  that  he  would  one  day  be  fole'  tzar 
brought  conftantly  new  acceffions  of  young  men 

into  this  fociety ;  and  it  grew  up  into  a  fmall 

\  .,*.'.  .  .  .         *  r 

*  Such  were  the  ientiments,  for  example*  of  Lefort  and 
Gordon,  both  firm  friends  of  Peter,,  who  made  the  campaign 
with  him,  and  certainly  many  of  the  officers  and  privates  in 
the  army  held  the  fame  opinion. 

f  Potcfchniye.  • 

e  2  company^ 
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company,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Lefbrt  *• 
The  tzar  himfelf  began  as  a  drummer,  and 

fared 

*  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  Lefort  had  great  influence 
in  the  forming  of;  Peter's  character,  aud  on  his  undertakings 
afterwards,  though  all  that  Peter  did  cannot  properly  be 
afcribed  to  him ;  for,  without  the  third  of  knowledge,  the 
perseverance  and  the  unabated  emulation  by  which  thfe  latter 
^ras  actuated,  all  his  intercourfe  with  Lefort  would  have 
operated  nothing.  On  a  different  foil  the  fame  iced  would 
never  have  come  to  maturity,  much  left  have  borne  the 
fruit  it  did  with  Peter.  Lefort  was  born  at  Geneva  in 
1652,  and  defigncd  by  his  parents  for  commerce.  But  his 
active  mind  andbVely  imagination  led  tnfcri  into  a  diffoliktd 
way  of  Wt,  in  confequence  of  which  he  got  deeply  in  tfcbt, 
and  in  consequence  o|  hi&  debts  left  Geneva,  went  to 
Marfe31e8,  and  became  a  cadet*  After  remaining  there 
fome  time,  he  travelled  to  Holland,  enli&ed  under  an 
officer  who  was  railing  foldrers  for  tzar  Alexey,  and  fo 
came  to  Archangel.  Alexey  in  the  meantime  dying,  no 
tetter  concern  was  taken  at  Archangel  about  the  new  raffed 
foreign  troops.  Upon  this  Lefort  proceeded  to  Mofco* 
vvhe*e  he  as  fpeedily  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  ruffian  Ian- 
guage,  as  he  had  before  acquired  the  dutdi  and  german, 
and  became  fecretary  to  the  danifh  ambaffador.  His  ftriking 
figure  and  engaging  manners  procured  him  accefs  to  the 

0 

moft  difltfngmUbed  lamities*.  and  lie  loon  married  a  young 
lady  with  a  large  fortune.  In  thefe  circumftances  he  found  , 
an  opportunity  of  making  himfelf  khown  to  the  tzar,  who 
psrefentiy  felt  an  attachment  for  the  foreigner  who  had  en* 
tifely  educated  himfidf,  and  who,  wHhbut  any  literary  ac* 
quirements,  poffefled  extenfive  knowledge,  and  became  hi* 
avowed  patron  and  friend*    Peter  learnt  dutch,  and  gqrman 

of 
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fcrved  progreffiveiy  upwards  through  the  fevoral 
ranks,  as  eyery  one  was  obliged  to  do  who  wa* 
admitted  into  this  corps.  The  novelky  of  tbi 
afiair,  the  affability  of  Peter,  and  Lefort's  «xerr 
dons,  co-operated  in  continually  adding  to  its 
numbers ;  fo  that  m  a  fhort  time  the  village  was 
too  finall  tt>  contain  it,  and  a  part  was  obliged  to 
remove  into  another.  Sophia  at  firft  fore&tf 
none  of  the  effe&s  which  might,  and  uttfctd  muft 


of  him,  and  Lefort  was  his  dally  companion.  Th$  tzay, 
finding  between  him  and  Lefort  fuch  a  conformity  of  incli- 
nations and  ideas,  made  him  the  confident  of  all  his  pro* 
je6fr»  and  conftantly  applied  to  him.  fbr  advice.  Ht  even 
authorized  him  to  check  him  in  his  extfavaganeej,  and  tb 
ioothe  him  in  thofe  burfts  of  paffion  tp  which  he  was  unfor- 
tunately fubjed,  and  fometiraes,  mixing  with  the  intoxication 
arifing  from  ftrong  liquors,  rendered  him  furious.  At  fuch 
times  only  Lefort  could  dare  to  fpeak  to  him ;  and,  in  re- 
proving htm  fbr  his  intemperance  and  madnefs,  he  has  evco^ 
been  known  to  ufe  violence  for  checking  his  impetuous  ca- 
reer.  It  was  not,  however,  without  danger  that  Lefort 
could  venture  on  thefe  bold  offices  of  zeal,  Peter  was  once 
on  the  point  of  .(tabbing  him ;  but  on  regaining  the  equ}- 
poife  of  his  mind,  he  embraced  Lefort  and  aiked  his  pardon. 
PfetJer  having  given  him  a  company,  next  made  him  general, 
then  admiral,  Uved  with  him  on  the  footing  of  a  friend,  and 
on  his  death  interred  him  like  a  prince.  Pity  that  Lefort, 
by  his  exceflet  in  the  early  part  of  life,  brought  on  himfelf  a 
premature  death,  being  only  in  his  forty-fixth  year  when  he 
died. 

s  3  naturally 
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naturally  flow  from  fuch  an  inftitution ;  or,  per- 
haps, ihe  thought  herfelf  too  fecure  td  aHow  any 
fuggeftion  of  alarm  to  enter  her  mirid,  and  took 
no  farther  notice  of  it  than  as  an  infigiiificant 
youthful  paftime.      Befides,  as  feveral  bf  this 
company,  with  whom  the  tzar  was  extremely 
familiar,  Lefort,  a  certain  Galitzin  *,  and  others, 
lived  rather  disorderly,  had  frequent  entertain- 
ments*- carouzings,  and  the  like  jovial  parties, 
and  were  therefore  more  likely  to  lead  Peter  into 
extravagancies,  than  to  ufeful  knowledge  and  to 
habits  of  activity,  Sophia  gave  herfelf  no  concern 
about  them,  in  the  hopes  that  this  licentious 
mode  of  life  would'prevent  the  tzar  from  turning 
his  mind  to  the  affairs  of  government,  might 
even  ait  length  draw  upon  him  the  odium  of  the 
nation,  and  thereby  cbnfirjn  her  authority  the 
.more.     But  (he  was  miftaken.      Amidft  the 
4libertinifm  and  diffipation  in  which  Peter  wa»  ap- 
parently parting  his  days,  his  great  mind  was 
ever  watchful,  his  underftanding  was  unfolding 
itfelf  from  day  to  day,  and  his  activity  was  con- 
stantly  increafmg.      Lefort    imparted  to  him 
much  knowledge  in  their  converfations,  at  their 
repafts,  and  even  over  their  wine,  called  his  at- 
tention to  a  variety  of  obje&s,  rouzed  his  curio- 

*  A  coufm  of  the  miniftcr. 

fity. 
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fity,  explained  to  him  fuch  difficulties  as  he 
ftarted,  ,and  Peter  now  foon  began  to  refled  oi| 
himfelf,  on  his  ftation,  and  on  the  nature  of  the 
country  which  he  was  called  to  govern*  He 
then  made  it  his  bufmds  to  gain  fome  know- 
ledge in  the  arts  of  policy  and  war.  Lefort,  who 
bad  hem  an  attentive  obferver  of  whatever  had 
paffed  within  his  view,  had  acquired  a  considerable 
(lore  of  various  kinds  of  information,  and  was 
naturally  of  a  thoughtful  and  penetrating  difpo- 
fition,  at  the  fame  time  ingenious  in  ufing  the 
ikiil  and  experience  he  had  acquired,  took  every 
occafion  of  inftilling  into  Peter's  mind  the  im- 
provements and  advantages  of  other  kingdoms 
and  ftates,  in-  regard  to  military  discipline,  go- 
vernment, laws,  contimerce,  arts,  manufactures, 
.and  trade.  Peter  prefently  felt  an  ardent  defire 
tor  procure  thefe  advantages  to  his  empire.  Tp 
-tins  end  h  was  abfolutely  neceflary  that  he 
fhould  have  the  government  folely  ih  his  owb 
hands.  As  throughout  the  whole  ruffian  hiftory 
to  that  time  there  had  not  been  one  example,  ef 
:a  female  reign ;  as  Peter,  who  had  now  attained 
Jus  feventeenth  year,  had  a  right  to  claim  the 
government,  the  incapacity  of  Ivan  being  gene- 
rally allowed  j  in  fhort,  encouraged  by  the  u\ia* 
nimous  intreaty  of  his  friends  a&d  adherents  tb 
fecuie  to  himfelf  the  fole,  fovereignty,  thetifpirjt 

/   •*     l  E  4  of 
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tf  Ptter  was  rouzed,  The  very  prince  wkom 
Sophia  had  all  along  regarded  as  a  jWvolou* 
youth,  fit  for  no  continued  and  regular  cotirib  of 
adion,  and  incompetent  to  the  arduous  affairs  of 
government,  difpiayed  all  at  once  firch  a  ff  irk  of 
fehterprife,  with  fuch  energy  and  perfevemnce  in 
Whatever  he  undertook,  that  Sophia  said  her 
party  were  alarmed,  the  friends  and  adherent* 
of  Peter  were  delighted  and  concurred  ^ealopfty 
with  him,  while  the  nation  at  forge  admired  and 
feared  the  courageous  taan 

in  July  i  $89  the  dHagreements  between  Htt** 
fmd  Sophia  came  to  a  formal  rupture  *,  on  coca* 
iron  of  the  meeting  at  a  {bfemft  office  of  tdk 
{ion,  Peter  was  prefent  as  tzar,  and.  Sophia 
inftfted  on  attending  the  fofemnity  as  jegent ;  it 
is  even  affirmed  that  flie  demanded  the  principal 
place.  Tfab  Peter  refufed  to  allow ;  Sophia  was 
peremptory  in  her  claim  j  on  which  die  tzar  efe 
tkely  withdrew  in  difpleafure.  The  theatre  on 
Which  the  foweignty  was  to  be  contended  fc* 
was  now  opened,  the  two  patties  had  in  a  manner 
iSeclared  w*r,  a  war  which  tpuft  end  in  the 
viftory  of  the  one  and  the  downfall  of  the  other, 

*  Sophia  trtd  Peter  bad  had  freguent  altercations,  when 
the  latter  frequented  the  fittings  of  the  national  council 
where  fte  prefided,  and  would  no^  accofmnodate  himfeif  to 

Uf  mcj^atka  ja  tf&j  thing. 
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Peter*  with  his  court  and  hii  friends,  repaired 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  once  more  to  the  forti- 
fied monaftery  of  the  holy  trinity,  whither  he 
wag  followed  by  mod  of  the  foreigners  among 
die  troops*  officers  and  privates,  as  his  body- 
guaid   to  focure  his  perfon  from  an  attack. 
Sophia  now  again  threw  herfeif  into  the  arms 
of  the  ftreiitaes.    Their  leader,  named  Schegta- 
vitoi,  engaged  to  remove  Petar  out  of  the  way, 
but  —  the  projeft  mifcarried.    In  the  mean 
time,  as  a  great  number  of  defenders  had  ri- 
fbrted  to  Peter,  as  even  the  public  voice  of  the 
nation  was  on  the  fide  of  the  enterprifing  tzar, 
pnd  as  particularly  the  black  defign  of  Sophia 
to  have  him  made  away  with  had  degraded  her 
ftill  lower  in  the  eyes  of  the  people ;  and  the 
ftrelitzes,  as  they  had  already  fliewn,  not  being 
jfoldters  on  whofe  bravery  any   reliance  could 
be  made,  the  co-fovereign  held  it  beft  to  aban- 
don die  way  of  violence  and  to  adopt  the  arts  of 
gentlenefs.      She  offered  her  hand  to  an  accom- 
modation, and  fent  mediators  to  that  purpofe j 
imt  Peter  convinced  them  of  Sophia's  bafe  dfe* 
figns,  and  they  remained  with  him.    Sophia  at 
length  fet  out  herfeif.    On  the  road  (he  was  met 
Jby  perfons  fent  from  Peter,  who  informed  her 
that  he  would  not  fpeak  to  her,  and  ordered, 
?s  tzar,  the  immediate  furrender  of  the  com- 
mander 

% 
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mander  of  the  ftrelitzes.  .He  was  beheaded, 
and  the  other  confpirators  puniflied.  Galitzin 
paid  forfeit  by  an  exile  to  the  borders  of  Arch- 
angel *,  and  the  co-fovereign  Sophia  had  her  head 
fhaved  and  was  obliged  to  retire  to  a  nunnery 
under  the  name  of  filter  Sufanna.  «-*  Thug  Peter 
now  fat  without  a  partner,  upon  the  throne  to 
which  his ,  right  had  been  contefted ;  for  Ivan, 
though  he  lived  till  1696,  was  a  mere  aon- 
:  entity.  He  was  paffive  in  all  thefe  tranfa&ion*, 
.  and  both  from  reverence  and  affedion  for  Peter 
had  never  approved  of  the  machinations  of  his 
lifter  againft  his  brother.  —  On  the  eleventh 
of  September  a  proclamation  ws&  made,  that  for 
the  future  in  all  public  papers  and  records  the 
name  of  the  late  regent  Sophia  would  no  toqger 
be  mentioned. 

No  fooner  had  Peter  the  fole  fovereignty  in 
his  hands  than  he  gave  the  moft  unequivocal 
proofs  of  his  a&ive  mind,  land  (hewed  that  he 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  defefis  and 
infirmities  of  hfe  empire.  He  plainly  perceived 
that  a  disciplined,  well-trained  valiant  army,  ac- 
cording to  the  prefent  eftablifliment  in  other 
countries,  was  much  wanted  in  his  own;  and 

#  He  received  for  himfelf  and  each  perfon  of  his  family 
the  daily  allowance  of  —  three  kopeeks  (about  three  half- 
pence) for  their  maintainance. 

accordingly 
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accordingly  he  made  it  one  of  his  firft  bufineffes, 
as  monarch,  to  put  the  army  on  a  better  footing; 
Except  a  few  regiments  ftationed  on  the  fron* 
tiers,  the  ftrelitzes  at  Mofco  were  the  only  {land- 
ing troops ;  and  that  thefe  poffefled  lefs  courage 
and  difcipline  thin  brutal  ferocity,  they  had  fur- 
nifhed  feveral  glaring  proofs.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  a  war*  befides  the  ftrelitzes,  the  nobility 
were  fummoned  to  the  field  with  their  retainers; 
but  they  appeared  undifciplined,  armed  in  vari* 
ous  methods,  fome  well-cloathed  but  others  in 
ragged  array.  Such  a  conftitution  was  attended 
by  many  difadvantages :  Peter  therefore  refolved 
to  form  a  great  (landing  army,  to  be  at  once 
better  difciplined  and  better  exercifed;  and  tp 
this  end  he  appointed  Gordon,  a  Scotfman,  and 
Lefort,  the  Genevan,  to  raife  regiments  *,  which 
in  their  whole  conftitution,  drefs,  and  military 
,  exercifes  fhould  be  formed  entirely  .after  the 
model  of  the  european  troops. 

• 

• 

*  Lefort  bad  a  regiment  of  i2,coo  men.  The  greater 
part,  as  in  Gordon's  regiments,  confided  of  foreigners* 
In  Lefort's  regiments  there  were  about  300  huguenots 
alone  who  had  fled  from  France  on  account  of  the  revoca- 
tion  of  the  edict  of  Nantes  in  1685.  Among  Gordon's 
foldiers  were  great  numbers  of  Scotfmen  who  had  left  their 
native  country  on  account  of  the  troubles  with  which  it  was 
then  afflided. 

While 
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While  Peter  was  thus  irtduftrioufly  employed 
in  reforming  his  army,   be  conceived  the  ftill 
t  more  ardent  defire  of  having  a  navy,  and  foon 
fet  himfelf  to  work  at  its  accomplifhment.  What 
firft  prompted  his  zeal  to  this  undertaking  wa* 
the  following  circumftance,   though  it  would 
certainly  have  arifen  fooner  or  later  in  Peter's 
mind  withotit  that  occafion.    JBeing  at  a  plea* 
fure-houfe  of  his  Other's  he  law  an  engiifh  boat 
lying  negtefted.    This  attracted  his  ever-attive 
ciriofity;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  his  inquiries 
about  it,  he  learnt  that  the  builder  of  this  veffel 
was  Brandt,  a  Dutchman,  who  was  ftill  living 
in  Mofco*    The  boat-builder  was  immediately 
lent  for  and  received  orders  from  Peter  to  con* 
ftruft  feveral  veffete  in  which  the  monarch  and 
his  attendants  might  fail  about  the  rivers  and 
lakes  in  the  vicinity  of  Mofco.    By  this  prattice 
he  got  in  a  ftiort  time  fuch  a  tafte  for  the  art 
of  Aiip-building  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  marine, 
that  he  took  a  journey  to  Archangel  in  order 
to  mipett  the  feveral  (hips  in  that  harbour,  and 
to  acquaint  himfelf  ftill  farther  with  naval  affairs* 
At  Archangel  he  caufed  a  large  veffel  to  be  built, 
was  an  attentive  obferver  of  the  whole  work  as  it 
proceeded,  employed  hiinjelf  in  making  draw* 
irjgs  and  models  of  (hips,  occalionally  put  his 
hand  to  the  labour,  and  very  often  aded  the 

part 
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part  of  the  fteerfman.  It  foon  occurred  to  fuch 
a  refle&mg  mind  as  Peter's,  that  a  marine  muft 
be  of  fignal  advantage  to  a  country.  He  few  in 
the  port  of  Archangel  the  influence  of  a  haven 
oh  the  trade,  the  commerce,  and  the  whole 
bufinels  of  a  nation ;  and  all  this  accelerated  the 
completion  of  the  wifli  he  had  already  formed 
to  have  a  navy.  To  incite  his  people  to  com* 
trierce,  and  thereby  to  diligence  and  a&ivity 
by  navigation,  and  by  a  fleet  *o  increafe  the 
refpeft  and  the  power  of  his  empire,  were 
the  two  plans,  in  the  execution  whereof  he 
was  now  as  fodubufty  employed  as  in  the  better 
formation  of  his  army.  To  die  accomplifliment 
of  his  defign,  however,  it  was  a  great  impede 
ment  that  Ruflia  had  lb  little  water.  Hie  port 
of  Archangel  was  adapted  to  the  purpafes  of 
commerce  ;  but  it  was  not  entirely  fit  for  the  tifia 
of  a  navy,  as  the  White-lea  is  fcarcely  navigable 
fix  months  in  the  year,  and  Archangel  is  fituate 
at  a  great  dHtance  from  die  reft  of  Europe, 
Pfeter  was  rather  defirous  to  acquire  water  on 
die  fide  of  the  Euxine  and  the  Caspian,  or  til 
the  parts  of  the  Baltic,  as  more  convenient  foe 
the  fitting  out  of  a  fleet  and  offering  greater  opt 
portunities  for  commerce.  Both  of  tfcefe  vfcws 
in  the  fequel  fucceeded. 

The 
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The  war  between  the  Turks  and  the  Poks 
was  not  yet  brought  to  a  termination.  Peter 
xefolved,  nQtwithftanding  the  unfuccefsful  cam* 
paigrt  of  Galitzin,  to  take  once  more  a  fli^re  in 
it,  placing  no  frpall  confidence  at  this  time  in 
the  new  regulations  he  had  introduced  into  the 
fermy.  I&desd  he  would  have  been  able  to  ac- 
complifh  more;  if  in  the  firft  campaign  he  could 
have  afted  by  fea ;  but  the  veflels  which  he 
caufed  to  be  built  for  that  purpofe  were  not  yef 
£16953  ready,  and  'therefore  all'  depended  on 
this  occafion  on  the  land  forces.  To  get  pof- 
feffion  of  Azof,'  theh:  belonging  to  the  Turks, 
and,  as  that  fortrefs  (lands  at  the  exit  of  the 
Don  into  the  Euxine,  to.  gain  an  intercourfe 
with  that  fea,  was  Peter's  plan. 

In  this  campaign  he  gave  a  good  leffon  to  the 
niibiKry  of  the  empire.  The  monarch  declined  to 
take  upon  him  the  chief  command,  chufing  rather 
td  ferve'as  a  volunteer ;  though  it  would  have  been 
very  eafy  for  him,  even  fuppofing  him  to  have 
underftood  but  very  little  of  military  orders, 'to 
have  afted  as  commander  in  chief  by  the  advice 
of  a  council :  intending  by  this  to  teach  his 
nobles  that  talents  and  ikill  are  not  innate,  but 
muft  be  acquired ;  and  therefore  he  appointed 
Gordon,  Lefort,  Scheremetof,  and  Schein  com- 
manders of  his  army,  while  he  himfelf  attended 

this 
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this  campaign  as  a 'pupil  in  the  military  am 
However*  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign  was  by 
no  means  brilliant  ;  only  the  capture  of  a  couple 
of  forts  before  Azof:  the  aflailants  found  it  im- 
poffible  to  take  the  citadel  itfelf  even  by  (form, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  .{he  fiege. 
Peter,  however,  was.  not  difneartehed  by  this 
failure,  but  applied  himfelf  to .  repair  the  mif- 
takesi  and  negleds-  to  which  the  ilUuccefs  of  the 
campaign  Was  owing,  tfrat  he  might  proceed  with 
freftv  vigour  to  the  acconiplifhmfent  of  bis  defign. 
That  the  whole  army  was  divided  into  thrte 
corps  independent  on  each  other  y  that  there  was 
a  great  deficiency  in  artillery,  and  efpeciaily  in 
transport  veffels,  for  preventing  the  Turks  front 
fuppiying  the  fortrefs  with  p*of$fioii$'  from  the 

•  *  •  « 

water-fide,  were  the  caufes  which  rendered  in- 
effectual the  firife  attack  on  Azof..  <  Peter  re- 
moved them  all.  .  ■  He  gave  the  chief  command' 
to  Schein,  obtained  artillerifts  and  engineers 
from  the  emperor,  from  the  ele&or  of  Bran- 
denburg, and  from  the  Dutch ;  and  had  like- 
wife  the.  fatisfaftion  of  being  now  fupported  in 
the  fecond  campaign  [1696]  by  feveral  trans- 
ports, with  the-  alfiftance  whereof  he  beat  the 
Turks  at  fea,  and  thereby  at  length  became 
matter  of  Azof. ,  Tins  firft  victory  of  his  partly 
♦newconftituted  army,  and  of  his  newly*ac- 
.  1    ■   .  ?  j  a  quired 
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quired  little  fleets  he  refplted  to.difplay  before 
his  people,  whafe  affefiiQns  he  hod  captivated 
in  the  interim,  between  the  twu  campaign*,  by 
his  care  in  procuring  a  fupply  of  corn  in  a  feafta 
<of  great  fcarchy  *  in  order  thereby  to  rcaze  tbtai 
feora  their  ina&ivky,  and  to  infpire  them  with 
confidence  in  the  tzar's  innovations,  which  ha 
either  retpeft  could  not  be  better  done  that 
by  fliewing  them  their  fruits.  He  accordingly 
appointed  a  triumphal  proceffion  into  Mofco* 
fiouUur  to  th&  triumphal  entries  of  the  awto* 
Romans;  thus  by  publicly  rewarding  the  foh 
4ter»for  their  bravery,  he  it  rove  to  quickgn  their 
fenfe  of  honour,  and  by  thi^  fojemnity  to  caife  in 
/the  bxenfts  of  the  fpe&ators  a  veneration  lor 
courage,  and  intrepidity-  l^fort,  as  adouraj, 
*nd  Schdft  as  ccmrmndvrin  cWef  of  the,  land 
ibrces,  were  the  principal  perlbnflggs  in  this 
irinmpbal  proceffion,  while.  Peter  was  loft  with- 
out diftin&on  in  the  crowd  of  officer*,  th» 
publicly  fhewing  his  own,  gteatftefe  of  winded 
^eftifyiflg  to  the  whole  nation,  for  their  egeftft- 
t&geroent  to  excel,  that  he  would  only  re&Mh 
pepfe  merit. 

.  Immediately  on  his  happy  return  from  this 
fecund  campaign,  Peter  employed  his  thoughts 
in  Sowing  plans  for  benefiting  his  empire  by 
-the  vicinity  of  the  Eu^rine  thus  forcibly  ob- 

14  tained. 
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tained.  tie  refolved  to  conftrutt  a  fleet  in  that 
fea ;  hut,  as  his  revenues  alone  were  not  fufficdent 
for  its  equipment  at  once,  he  put  out  a  pfoda<- 
tnation  commanding  the  patriarch  arid  the  other 
dignitaries  of  the  church,  the  nobility,  and  mer<- 
chants,  to  fhew  their  patriotifin  by  a  pecuniary 
contribution  for  fitting  out  a  certain  number  of 
Ihips,  while  he  himfelf  engaged  to.  get  ready 
ieveral  others.  Within  three  years  the  fleet  was 
to  be  fit  for  fea,  and  therefore  the  work  was  im- 
mediately begun  and  continued  -with  the  utmoft 
expedition,  as  any  omiffion  of  compliance  with 
the  orders  in  the  decree  was  rigoroufly  attended 
with  heavy  penalties. 

As  none  other  than  foreign  workmen,  parti* 
cularly  Dutchmen  and  Italians,  could  be  em* 
ployed  in  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  thefe 
Aips,  Peter  fent  feveral  young  Ruffians,  to  qualify 
tftemfeWes  for  being -their  afliftants  afterwards, 
to  Venice,  Leghorn  and  Holland,  to  ftudy  the 
art  of  (hip-building  there,  and  others  to  Ger- 
many  to  learn  the  fcience  of  war,  as  the  german 
artillerifts  and  engineers  had  been  of  very  great 
fervice  to  him  at  Azof.  But,  not  content  with 
merely  prefcribing  to  others  the  way  for  ac- 
,  {paring  feveral  branches  of  knowledge  bene- 
-ficial  ta  the  nation,  he  came  to  the  refolutibn 
to  travel  himfelf  into  foreign  countries,  to  examine 

vol.  ii.  r  with 


66  HISfORY   OF    RUSSIA. 

with  his  own  eyes  their  feveral  advantages, 
to  propagate  them  in  his  empire,  to  transfufe 
more  activity,  induftry,  and  diligence  into  the 
great  mafs  of  his  fubje&s,  and  by  that  means 
to  render  his  country  more  profperous  and 
powerful. 

Shortly  before  this  journey,  however,  Peter 
"very  narrowly  efcaped  being  fent  into  another 
world,  as  a  great  number  of  his  fubje&s  were 
highly  diffatisfied  with  the  various  alterations 
that  were  going  forward.  Whatever  he  did  was 
unlike  to  anything  they  had  been  accuftomed 
to  in  the  former  tzars ;  nay,  his  behaviour  in 
general  was  the  very  reverfe  of  theirs.  The 
former  tzars,  for  inftance,  (hewed  themfelves 
very  rarely  to  the  people,  appearing  only  on 
particular  folemnities  in  afiatic  pomp  and  a  cum- 
berfome  parade,  to  excite  the  awful  admiration 
of  a  wondering  populace,  who  gazed  at  them  with 
the  fame  religious  veneration  with  which  they 
beheld  the  relics  of  their  faints  ;  and,  having  thus 
gratified  their  flavifli  curiofity,  returned  in  majeftic 
(late  to  the  Kremlin,  the  tzarian  palace  at  Mofco. 
— -But  Peter  was  every  day  to  be  feen,  one 
while  exercifing  his  troops,  at  another  convert- 
ing in  the  public  places,  and  then  vifiting  the 
workshops  and  private  perfons.  His  whole  be- 
haviour therefore  was  extremely  different  from 

that 
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that  of  the  ancient  tzars,  and  confequently  num- 
bers of  Ruffians  fhook  their  heads  at  it.  But 
likewife  the  regulations  he  introduced  naturally 
excited  difcontent,  fince  they  were  innovations ; 
and  even  in  enlightened  countries  as  they  are 
called,  every  innovation,  however  rational  and 
profitable,  is  loudly  enough  decried  to  prevent 
us  from  being  furprifed  at  the  Ruffians  of  Pe- 
ter's times  for  their  not  approving  of  his  alter- 
ations. That  Peter  kept  up  a  greater  ftanding 
army  —  that  he  was  conftantly  limiting  the 
power  of  the  ftrelitzes  —  that  he  made  no 
greater  account  of  a  nobleman  than  of  a  burgher 
—  that  he  had  many  foreigners  about  him, 
whom  he  promoted  and  rewarded  — *  that  he 
hlmfelf  ferved  upwards  in  the  army  from  the 

• 

loweft  ranks  —  that  he  caufed  a  navy  to  be 
built,  and  compelled  the  clergy  and  others  to 
open  their  coffers  for  the  equipment  of  it  -— 
that  he  fent  a  number  of  young  Ruffians  into 
heretical. countries,  even  to  Italy,  the  feat  of  the 
pope,  the  abomination  of  the  Ruffians,  though 
it  had  always  been  prohibited  to  travel  out  of 
the  country  —  that,  in  fhort,  he,  the  tzar  him- 
felf,  was  determined  to  travel  abroad,  and  pro- 
bably at  his  return  would  peftpr  them  with  ftill 
more  innovations :  — all  thefe  circumftances 
feeihed  to  a  great  part  of  the  Ruffians  fo  en- 

f  2  tirely 
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tirely  out  of  rule,  and  fo  utterly  hoftite  to  all 
their  hereditary  ufages,  that  murmurs  began  to  be 
pretty  plainly  heard  in  feveral  parts  of  the  em- 
pire. Indeed  they  arofe  merely  from  the  igno- 
rant ?nd  vulgar ;  for  the  more  fenfible  part  of 
the  nation  Very  clearly  perceived  that  the  plans 
and  regulations  of  the  tzar  were  calculated  for 
the  lifting  advantage  of  the  country.  Some 
malignants,  however,  conceived  the  horrible  de- 
fignof  firft  murdering  Peter,  then  maffacring 
the  foreigners  who  had  gained  his  efteero,  arid 
taftly,  of  fetching  Sophia  out  of  the  convent  aud 
proclaiming  her  fovereign.  But  "this  plot  was 
like  wife  happily  defeated  *,  and  Peter  refcued. 

The 

*  The  circumftances  of  this  plot  to  murder  Peter  art 
related  in  a  very  credible  narrative  in  the  following  manner. 
A  number  of  ftrelkzes,  particularly  exafperated  at  the  re-* 
form  of  the  troops  and  the  employment  of  foreigners,  had 
agreed  to  make  away  with  the  tzar.  They  met  therefore 
one  day  at  noon  at  the  houfe  of  a  ftrelitz,  named  Sukanin, 
the  chief  of  the  confpiracy,  intending  to  remain  there  till 
about  midnight,,  then  to  fet  fire  to  a  houfe  adjacent  to  the 
tzar's  palace,  and  when  the  tzar,  according  to  his  cuftom,- 
fliould  appear  to  give  directions  about  the  means  of  flop- 
ping its  progrefs,  to  affafimate  him  in  the  crowd.  But,, 
two  <rf  thefe  confpirators,  being  ftung  with  remorfe  previous 
to  the  execution  of  their  plot,  opened  themfelves  to  each 
other,  arid  obtained  leave  of  the  reft  to  go  home  and  pafs 
in  deep  the  hours  till  midnight  that  they  might  be  the 

more 
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The  tzar  now  undertook  his  fitft  journey,  com- 
mitting the  government  for  a  time  to  foftie  of 
his  trufty  counfellors,  for  the  fake  of  acquiring, 
by  travel  and  converfe,  more  (kill  in  the  art  of 
governmeht,  and :  thus  to  qualify  himfelf  more 
worthily  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  a  ruler.     t 


more  alert  for  their  purpofe  at  that  time.     Inflead, v  how- 
ever, of  doing  as  they  propofed,  they  repaired  to  Peter,  and 
difclofed  to  him  the  whole  of  the  horrid  defign.     Peter 
immediately  wrote  to  the  captain  of  one  of  the  regiments 
of  guards,  commanding  him  to  inveft  Sukanin's  houfe  in 
perfect  fileiice  at  ten  o'clock.     In  his  hurry  he  wrote  eleven 
inflead  of  ten.     He  himfelf  proceeded,  juft  after  ten,  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  houfe,  in  the  expectation  of  find- 
ing all  in  readinef8 ;  but  was  much  furprifed  at  not  feeing 
the  guard.     Hearing  a  great  noife  *  in  the  houfe,  he  even 
ventured  in,  and  fuddenly  found  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  his 
fworn,  enemies.     Inflead  of  being  flruck  with  awe  at  his* 
prefence,  they  thought  this  the  luckieft  opportunity  for 
making  fure  of  their  purpofe.     He  defired  that  he  might 
not  interrupt  them  at  their  mirth,  fat  down  and  drank  with 
.them,  and  mewed  himfelf  in  high  fpirits.       The  confpira- 
tors  drank  boldly  to  him,  and  were  giving  one  another  the 
wink  to  fall  upon  him,  when  the  captain  of  the  guard,  who 
Jiad  furrounfled  the  houfe  in  perfect  filence,  entered  the 
room  with  fome  of  his  people,  refcued  Peter,  and  arretted 
the  confpirators,  who  were  afterwards  cruelly  put  to  death. 
Peter,  in  a  pafuon,  gave  the  captain  a  box  on  the  ear  for 
coming  too  late.  But  he  produced  the  tzar's  order  in  which 
eleven  o'clock  was  plainly  written.  Peter  immediately  kifled 
Jjjm  on  the  forehead,  and  declared  him  blamelefs, 

f3  It 
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It  would  lead  me  too  far  from  my  purpofe 
were  I  to  accompany  Peter  on  his  journey,  and 
to  defcribe  everything  remarkable  in  this  e^tra* 
ordinary  man.  That  belongs  rather  to  his  bio- 
grapher. My  province  extends  only  to  thpfe 
tranfadions  which  had  an  influence  on  bis  em- 
pire. Lefort  and  a  few  other  perfons  travelling 
under  the  name,  of  a  ruffian  embaffy  to  feveral 
european  courts,  he  went  incognito  in  •  their 
train,  through  Riga  and  Kcenigfberg,  to  Hol- 
land, England,  thence  back  to  Holland,  an4 
by  Drefden  to  Vienna.  His  abfence  awakened 
in  the  breaft  of  Sophia  —  who  had  per- 
haps been  implicated  in  the  plot  juft  related 
againft  Peter's  life  —  the  defire  of  profecuting 
afrefli  her  old  plan,  to  which  indeed  the  journey 
of  the  tzar  feemed  to  afford  a  convenient  op- 
portunity. 

The  ftrelitzes  were  now  again  to  affift  Sophia  in 
the  accomplifhment  of  her  projett.  In  the  double 
eledion  that  had  been  made  [1697]  of  a  king 
of  Poland,  one  party  having  chofen  the  french 
prince  de  Conti,  and  the  other  the  elector  of 
Saxony,  Frederic  Auguftus,  Peter  declared  him- 
felf  on  the  fide  of  Auguftus,  and  in  Holland 
figned  an  edift,  by  which  a  body  of  his  troops, 
chiefly  ftrelitzes,  were  ordered  to  march  to  the 
polifh  frontiers,  to  be  ready  in  cafe  of  neceffity 

to 
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to  fupport  Auguftus  againft  tli.e  oppofite  party. 
-  But  this  very  body  fuffered  itfelf  to  be  inveigled 
into  Sophia's  prefent  attempt  to  feize  upon  the 
throne,  though  the  horrid  punifhments  which 
had  been  inflitted  on  the  late  rebels  were  fo 
recent.  Under  pretence  that  Peter  had  died 
abroad,  and  that  they  muft  go  back  to  Mofco 
to  deliver  the  throne  to  the  young  Alexey  Pe- 
trovitch,  thefe  ftrelitzes  quitted  their  camp,  de- 
graded feveral  of  their  officers,  who,  would  not 
turn  about  with  them,  made  choice  of  others 
from  their  own  body,  and  took  the  road  to  the 
capital.  Thofe  troops,  however,  which  were 
ftationed  in  and  about  Mofco,  and  were  moftly 
foreigners,  marched  by  command  of  the  regency 
againft  the  rebellious  ftrelitzes,  Gordon,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  thefe  troops,  firft  had  re- 
courfe  to  gentle  methods.  But  thefe  failing, 
ind  the  ftrelitzes  finding  great  concurrence, 
numbers  even  of  the  clergy  uniting  with  them, 

i 

from  their  hatred  to  Peter  as  the  friend  of  fo- 
reign heretics,  Gordon  attacked  the  rebels  in 
form,  beat  them,  and  kept  them  in  cuftody  till 
Peter^s  return.  On  the  arrival  of  the  tzar  he 
infli&ed  dreadful  punifhments  on  the  ringleaders, 
drafted  the  other  ftrelitzes  into  different  regi- 
ments, abolifhed  that  appellation,  gave  all  his 
troops  the  name  of  foldiers,  and  took  two  par* 

F  4  ticular 
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ticular  regiments  for  his  body-guard.  Thus 
ended  Sophia's  laft  enterprife  to  deprive  Peter 
of  the  crown  [1698].  Gibbets  were  ere£te4 
in  front  of  her  convent,  and  numbers  of  the 
ftrelitzes  hung  upon  them.  Even  the  tzar's 
oonfort  was  thought  to  have  had  a  hand  in  this 
attempt.  Peter  bani/hed  her  likewife  to  the 
doifter,  and  his  affe&ion  for  prince  Alexey, 
whom  flie  had  borne  to  him,  now  evidently  dU 
minifhed  from  day  to  day. 

On  his  journey  homewards  from  Vienna,  Peter 
had  a  conference  in  Rava  with  Auguftus  king 
of  Poland.  Here  they  bound  themfelves  to  a 
common  participation  in  a  war  againft  Sweden, 
which  accordingly  foon  after  broke  out.  A 
war,  which  proved  of  no  fervice  to  Auguftus 
and  thp  republic  of  Poland,  which  rather  de* 
prived  the  former  of  his  crown  for  a  time,  coft 
his  Saxons  much  blood  and  treafure,  ravaged 
and  depopulated  Poland,  from  which  at  laft 
Peter  alone  derived  very  confiderable  advantages ; 
nay  which  gave  to  all  Ruflia  a  very  different 
form,  conne&ed  k  more  intimately  with  the  reft 
of  Europe,  and  procured  it  a  greater  influence 
on  the  other  european  powers. 

Charles  XI.  king  of  Sweden  died  in.  1697* 
and  his  fon  Charles  XII.  not  yet  fixteen  yean 
old,  afcended  the  throne.    The  king  of  Den* 

mark, 
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mark,  Frederic  IV.  Auguftus  king  of  Poland, 
and  tzar  Peter,  were  all  three  determined  to  take 
advantage  of  the  youth  and  inexperience  of 
Charles  XII.  Peter  had  views  upon  Ingriat 
£fthonia*  and  the  Baltic,  Auguftus  on  Livonia, 
and  Frederic  upon  Holftqin,which  belonged  to  the 
brother-in-law  of  the  young  monarch.  Charles, 
who  in  his  earlier  years  had  given  frequent 
proofs  of  an  uncomplying  temper,  on  hearing 
of  the  fchemes  of  his  enemies,  difcovered  the 
mod  determined  refolution  to  refift  force  by 
force,  became  now  entirely  a  foldier,  and  was, 
for  almoft  nine  years  fucceffively  the  mod  fuc- 
cefcful  hero  of  his  time.  In  march  1700  Den- 
mark opened  the  war  by  an  anvafion  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  duke  of  Holftein,  and  fo  foon 
after  as  the  month  of  Auguft  was  obliged  to  make 
peace  with  Charles.  This  prince  now  turned 
his  arms  againft  his  fecond  enemy,  the  king  of 
Pbland,  and  viSory  accompanied  them*  every. 


where.  Auguftus  had  hoped  to  find  adherents 
in  Livonia,  where  he  had  made  an  incurfion, 
3$  the  inhabitants  were  by  no  means  fatisfied 
with  the  fwedifli  government ;  but  the  Livonians 
Hood  in  awe  of  the  victorious  Charles,  retained 
their  fealty  to  the  fwedifh  government,  and  Au- 
guftus was  unable  to  maintain  his  ground  in 
Livonia* 

In 
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in  the  meantime  Peter  had  ho  fooner  con* 
eluded  an  armiftice   for  thirty  years  with  the 
Turks,  1699,  than  he  alio  took  part  in  the  war 
agamft  Charles ;  and,  in  1 700,  penetrating  into 
Ingtia,  laid  fiege  to  the  citadel  of  Narva.     The 
ruffian  army  was  very  numerous,  and  though  h 
might  not,   as  has  been  affirmed,   confift  of" 
80,900,  yet  k  certainly  amounted  to  at  lead 
40,000  men.     But  among  them  were  only  a 
few  well-difciplined  regiments,    in  the   whole 
perhaps  1 2,000  men,  the  reft  of  the  troops  being 
nobiftty  fummoned  to  attend  with  their  retinue. 
Add  to  this  the  unfortunate  jealoufy  and  diffen- 
•tions  among  the  commanders.     Peter's  prefence 
indeed  kept  them  under  fome  reftraint ;  but,  on 
.'his  departure  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  more 
•troops  in  the  territories  of  Pfcove  and  Novgorod, 
all  union  was  diflblved,  and  Charles,  who  ap- 
peared with  8000  men,  moftly  cavalry,  on  the 
30th  of  November   1700,  entirely  routed  the 
great  ruffian  army,  which  in  numbers  four  or 
five  times  exceeded  his  own.     Ere  Peter  could 
come  with  his   reinforcements   to   Narva,   he 
already  received  an  account  of  the  unfuccefcfai 
event  of  the  fiege  by  the  total  defeat  of  his  army* 
-Charles,  moreover,  had  fuch  a  thorough  con- 
tempt for  the  ruffian  foldiers,  that  he  would  not 
even  detain  the  privates  he  had  taken  prifojiers, 
'•     .  but 
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but  lent  them  home.  If  the  fortunate  hero  had 
now  followed  up  his  conquefts ;  had  he  purfued 
the  flying  Ruffians  to  the  heart  of  the  country, 
Peter  would  certainly  have  had  enough  to  do  to 
make  an  adequate  refiftance  to  fuch  an  enemy  ; 
and  what  Charles  afterwards  in  vain  propofed, 
namely  to  dictate  terms  of  peace  to  Peter  in 
JVfofco,  he  might  now  probably  have  effe&ed,  as 
the  dread  of  him  and  his  ibldiers,  who  were  held 
in  Ruffia  for  fupernatural  men  or  necro- 
mancers, would  have  prepared  the  way  for  him. 

But  the  youthful  conqueror  at  Narva  refojved 
firft  to  humble  Auguftus,  to  deprive  him  of  his 
crown,,  and  then  to  attack  Peter,  and  as  he 
confidently  expe&ed  compel  him  to  fubmit* 
"  If  I  remain  fifty  years  in  Poland,  I  will  not 
"  quit  it  till  I  have  driven  the  king  from  the 
u  throne/'  Such  was.  his  arrogant  declaration, 
to  which  he  inflexibly  adhered;  for  he  was  un- 
doubtedly the  mod  conceited  man  that  ever  fat 
upon  a  throne,  and  never  would  liften  to  the 
advice  of  his  counfellors  :  a  conceitednefs  which 
turned  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Peter  and  of 
Ruffia. 

Charles*  in  the  meantime,  utterly  regardlefs  9f 
Peter,  and  defpifing  the  Ruffians,  marched  againft 
Poland,  in  order  to  execute  his  favourite  plan, 
the  dethroning  of  Auguftus;   and  thus  gave 

Fetet 


j6  HISTORY   OF    RUSSIA. 

Peter  time  to  recruit  his  armies,  to  recover  from 
the  difaftcr  he  had  fuftained,  and  with  new 
forces  to  diftrefs  Charles,  who  was  penetrating 
into  foreign  countries,  in  the  interior  of  his  own. 
As  all  the  artillery  at  Narva,  about  1 50  pieces  of 
cannon,  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Swedes* 
Peter  had  now  reconrfe  to  the  faifte  means  for 
cafting  more,  which  in  our  time  fcve  been  em- 
ployed  by  the  French.  He  caufed  the  fuper* 
fluous  bells  of  the  churches  and  monasteries  to 
be  melted :  and  to  refute  the  fuperftitious  notion 
that  this  was  a  profanation  of  the  facred  metal 
by  an  argument  of  a  like  nature,  he  declared 
that  it  was  only  this  holy  metal  that  could  be  of 
any  feivice  againft  the  fwedifh  magicians.  In 
order  to  augment  his  army  he  proclaimed  all 
vaffals  to  be  free  who  ihould  enlift.  In  a  (hort 
time  he  had  again  cannon  enough,  and  withal  a 
very  numerous  army  which  he  was  ever  fedu- 
loufly  employed  in  improving  in  order  and  dif+ 
cipline.  He  renewed  his  alliance  with  Auguftus 
at  Brifen,  in  1701.  He  exerted  his  endeavours 
to  draw  over  the  republic  of  Poland  to  him  and 
his  ally  :  but  found  it  an  extremely  difficult  un* 
dertaking,  as  even  at  that  time  the  fpirit  of  party 
prevailed  generally  in  Poland,  which  in  more  re* 
cent  times  has  brought  fuch  misfortunes  on  that 
country.     It  was  given  out  by  the  adverfaries  of 

Auguftust 
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Auguftas,  who  abounded  in  numbers,  that  fay 
invading  Livonia  without  the  confent  of  the  re- 
public, and  thereby  declaring  war  againfl:  the 
king  of  Sweden,  by  forming  an  alliance  with  the 
tzar,  and  by  keeping  faxon  troops  about  him; 
he  had  violated  the  conftitution  of  the  country^ 
and  they  became  very  clamorous  for  a  peace 
with  Sweden.     To  thia  Auguftus  and  his  party 
would  not  content,  attempted  to  block  up  all 
entrance  into  Pbland  againfl:  the  Swedes,  placing  * 
their  reliance  on  being  fupported.by  Peter  with 
men  and  mpney,  and  {trained  every  nerve  to. 
move  the  (bites,  aflembled  in  a  diet,  to  a*  deck-, 
ration  of  war  againfl:  Charles.     Bat  in  vain* 
No  unanimity  could  be  effefted  *.     Charles  had! 

already 

*  That  Poland  wonJdbe  gradually  on  the  decline,  and  at 
length,  as  the  hiftory-of  our  own  times  has  evinced,  entirely 
-caniih  from  the  rank  of  governments,  might  have  been 'even 
then  forefeen,  as-  £o  Kttle  genuine  patriotifm  was  prevalent 
among  the  great.     Every  one  of  them  was  attentive  only  to 
his  private  intereft,  and,  according  as  he  faw  the  balance  to 
incline,  was  ever  going  over  from  one  party  to  the  other. 
Jbhann  Remhold  von   Patkul,  a  livonian  nobleman,  wh<>? 
Trfthfdme  others,  was  fent  in  the  name  of  the  livonian  nobi- 
lity to  Charles  XL  king  of  Sweden,  at  that  time  fovereiga 
of  Livonia,  to  reprefent  to  him  the  grievances  of  the  livo- 
nian nobility,  and  to  implore  relief,  but,  inflead  of  receiving 
an  aufwer,  was  arretted  and  taken  into  cuftody,  afterward* 
found  an  opportunity  to  efcape  out  of  prifon,  entered  there- 
upon 
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already  a  great  many  friends  and  adherent 
who  .only  waited  for  his  appearance  in  the? 
country  to  declare  on  his  fide. 
■  favoured,  therefore,  by  the.  opponents  of 
Auguftus,  and  the  irrsfolution  of  the  Pales  in 
the  fupport  of  their  prince,  he  pufhed  farther  and 


upon  into  the  fervice  of  Peter,  was  by  him  appointed  am- 
baflador  to  king  Auguftus,  and  in  that  ilation  was  obliged 
to  have  much  intercourfe  with  the  principal  Poles,  gave  fuch 
a  description  in  his  accounts  to  the  tzar  of  the  then  great 
men  of  Poland,  that  it  is  eafily  discoverable,  that  thofe 
things  mud  befall  that  country  which  have  fince  befallen  it, 
as  the  patriotifm  and  defence  of  liberty,  of  which  they  were 
ever  talking,  were  fo  many  idle  words,  and  everything  was  to 
be  had  for  money.  Here  follow  fome  paflages  from  this  Pat- 
kul's  letters  :  "  Mere' unfubftantiated  words  are  not  here  of 
**  much  avail ;  the  Poles  pay  more  regard  to  the  hands  than 
"  to  the  mouth ;  whoever  has  anything  to  do  with  them,  will 
"  find  that  miracles  are  performed  among  them  with  ready 
•'  money." — "  A  principal  man  of  quality  has  given  mc  to 
u  underftand,  that  if  prefents  were  to  be  made  to  the  com- 
*'  mander  and  the  treafurer  (who  were  in  oppofitton  to  king 
Auguftus,)  of  15,000  ducats  each,  and  a  yearly  penfion 
of  5000  ducats,  all  thefe  affairs  would  be  prefendy 
brought  to  a  conclufion." — "  No  dependance  is  to  be 
*«  made  on  the  Poles :  they  are  to-day  for  the  Swedes,  to- 
**  morrow  good  royalifts,  and  the  day  after  know  not  them- 
44  felves  what  they  are." — "  Of  the  Poles  nothing  is  to  be 
expected  but  words."—"  No  reliance  is  ft>  be  made  oa 
the  republic  to  the  force  of  a- hair,"  &c. 

farther* 
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fefther,  advanced  through  Courland  and  Lithu-t 
ania  to  Poland,  land  put  in  execution  his  plan  o£ 
dethroning  Augnftus,  caufed  Staniflaus  Le£* 
chiniky,  voivode  of .  Pofen*  to  be  elefted  king, 
proceeded  from  Poland  to  Saxony,  and  thenar 
turned  back  to  Poland,  in  order  now,  after  Van- 
qutfhing  his  fqcond  enemy,  Auguftus,  to  compel 
the  third,  Peter,  to  a  humiliating  and  di&dvan-* 
tageons  peace  in  Mofco,  But  for  this  Charles 
had  loft  the  propen  moment ;  for  while  he-  had 
fceen  humbling  and  dethroning- Auguftus,  in 
which  be  confumed  feverai  yeans,  the  formerly 
unpra&ifed  ruffian  troops,  were  learning  to  make 
an  effefhial  ftand :  againft  the  Swedes,  had  even 
formed  themfelvtts,  by  the  very  war  with  that 
exercifed  and  valiant  people,  into  hardy  and 
veteran  foldiers,  and  had  gradually  made  them~ 
felves  matters  of  a  part  of  the  fwedifli pofleffionc 
on  the  Baltic 

That  Peter,  as  on  the  fil"ft  unfuccefsful  cam- 
paign againft  the  Turks  was  not  difpirited, 
neither  gave  up  all  for  loft  in  confequence  of  the 
Unfortunate  battle  near  Narva,  I  have  already 
mentioned :  his  firft  objett  was  to  repair  his 
loffes,  and  to  remedy  his  defeds,  in  hopes  that 
his  troops,  among  whom  he  had  always  admitted 
and  ftill  continued  to  admit  many  foreigner*, 
would  one  day  learn  to  overcome  the  Swede*, 

6  though 
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though  for  the  prefent  they  might  be  beaten  bf 
them,  and  probably  by  repeated  ftruggles.  with 
them  as  well  trained  troops,  difcover  the  way  to 
viftory.  It  was  not  long  before  his  expectations 
were  fully  juftified. 

As  it  was  very  eafy  for  the  Swedes  to  proceed 
from  Narva  acrofs  the  Peipus  lake  into  the  ter- 
ritory of  Novgorod,  for  .preventing  this,  Peter 
cauJfed  a  number  of  fchoonecs  to  be  built  cm  that 
and  the  Ladoga  lake,  on  one.  hand  to  refill  the 
Swedes  in  cafe  they  fhould  attempt  a  landing, 
and  at  the.  fame  time  to  annoy  Livonia,  Efthooia, 
and  Ingria,  as  occafion  might  require,  by  the 
debarkation  of  his  own  troops.  Accordingly, 
frequeta  battles  were  fought  in  thefe  parts  be* 
tween  the  Ruffians  and  the  Swedes,  both  by 
water  and  by  land;  and,  though  the  Swedes 
were  generally  the  conquerors,  yet  it  fometiraes 
happened  that  the  Ruffians  had  the  advantage; 
and  even  on  thofe  occafions  when  the  Swedes 
were  vi&oriou?,  the  ruffian  troops  were  at  kaft 
gaming  experience,  and  gradually  becoming 
more  expert  in.  military  affairs,  and  forming 
themfelres  from  day  to  day  into  good  foldiers. 
indeed  it  was  unpardonable  in  Charles  to  remain 
fc>  totally  unconcerned  about  the  vifible  progrefs 
of  the  Ruffians,  and  fo  confident  in  the  expe&ar 
xjsaa  that  they. would  always  .continue  to  be  the 
.  *  .  feme 
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fame  Ruffians  that  they  were  before  Narva,  and 
be  everywhere  as  eafily  beaten  as  at  that  place. 

Peter  was  every  day  deriving  advantage  from 
Charles's  negligence  and  fcorn.  He  took  Ma- 
rienburg,  and  Nceteburg  an  exceedingly  ftrong 
fortrefs  on  the  Ladoga  lake,  was  now  mafter  of 
the  Neva  which  flows  into  the  Baltic,  and  ysras  in 
a  capacity  therefore  to  fee  his  wifli  fulfilled  of 
having  poffeffions  adjacent  to  the  fea,  if  he  might 
prefume  to  hope  that  he  could  maintain  the 
conquered  country  againft  its  old  pofleffor. 
Another  triumphal  entry  into  Mofco  rewarded 
the  courage  of  the  troops  both  by  fea  and  land, 
while  Charles  thought  the  conquefts  that  had 
been  made  not  of  any  concern.  Peter  redoubled 
his  afliduity  in  the  conftruftion  of  flijps  to  be 
employed  on  the  lakes  Peipus,  Ladoga,  and 
Onega*  In  1703  he  captured  Nyenfchaptz,  a 
fortrefs  at  the  mouth  of  the  Neva  ;  and,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  citadel,  in  a  region  con- 
quered from  the  enemy,  the  calm  poffeflion 
whereof  was  by  no  means  certain,  but  was  (till 
extremely  liable  to  the  verfatile  fortune  of  war, 
laid  the  foundation  of  St.  Petersburg.  The^ 
Swedes  were  at  firft  c^relefs  fpe&ators  of  the 
founding  and  building  of  a  city,  which,  from  the 
marfhinefs  of  its  foil,  they  thought  could  never  be 
brought  to  effeQ:  j  but  Peter  removed  or  fur- 
V0JL..11.  o  mounted 
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mounted  all  difficulties,  and  a  fortrefs  was  foon 
CTefted  coveted  by  another  fort  on  an  ifland^ 
Kronfchlot.  To  eftablifh  a  commerce  by  means 
of  the  contiguous  Baltic,  and  thus  to  procure 
for  his  empire  a  more  extended  reciprocal  in- 
tercourfe  with  other  european  countries  was 
Peter's  main  objeft  in  building  Peterfburg  ;  and 
fcarcely  were  the  foundations  laid,  when  a  mer- 
chant-fhip  from  Amfterdam  arrived  in  its  harbour. 
Peter  rewarded  it  richly.  This  firft  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  others.  Thus  had  Peter  knit  a  new  tie . 
between  his  empire  and  the  reft  of  Europe.  By 
an  ever  vigilant  and  adlive  attention  to  all  the 
enterprifes  of  Sweden,  who  indeed  now  gradu- 
ally but  too  well  perceived  how  dangerous 
Peter's  views  might  prove  to  her,  he  fruftrated 
her  attempts  to  deftroy  this  new  colony,  em- 
ployed the  fortreffes  he  had  raifed  in  thefe  parts 
in  continually  making  frefh  acquifitions  from  the 
enemy,  already  in  1704  conquered  Dorpat  and 
Narva,  and  was  now  mafter  of  Ingria,  over 
which  he  appointed  prince  Mentchikof,  his  fa- 
vourite, to  be  viceroy,  with  orders  to  make  the 
farther  building  of  Peterfburg  his  principal  coa- 
cern,  where  not  only  ftru&ures  were  rifing  in 
every  quarter,  but  alfo  navigation  and  commerce 
were  increafing  in  vigour  and  extent. 


In 
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r  In  the  meantime  Peter  continued  to  affift  his 
ally  Auguftus  with  men  and  money ;  and  had 
not  the  latter  been  fo  totally  negle&ed  by  the 
polifli  nation,  had  he  on  this  occafion  only  met 
■xritb  fomewhat  more  fidelity,  it  is  highly  pro* 
bable  that  he  would  have  been  able  to  hold  out 
againft  Charles,  and  not  been  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  fuch  hard  conditions  at  the  peace  pf  Altran- 
iladt  in  1706.  Ere  this  was  concluded,  with 
•which  Peter,  however,  Was  not  fatisfied,  the  tzar's 
troops  had  penetrated  into  Lithuania;  but  they 
could  do  nothing  .for  Auguftus,  and  it  mote- 
over  ufudly  happened,  that  wherever  Sweden, 
and  Ruffia  fought  in  the  open  plain,  the  latter 
fubmitted,  and  were  forced  to  leave  the  field  to 
the  former  as  vigors.  In  O&ober  1706,  the 
united  Ruffians  and  Saxons  on  one  fide,  and  the 
Swedes  on  the  other,  came  indeed  to  an  engage- 
ment, in  which  the  latter  were  defeated;  but 
then  the  accommodation  between  Auguftus  and 
Charles  was  already  in  train,  and  the  latter 
fought-only  as  it  were  by  compulfion  againft  the 
{troops  of  a  monarch,  with  whom  he  had  even 
begun  jjp  juegotiate.  The  vidory,  therefore,  was 
Hot  followed  up  to  any  advantage.  However, 
though  Peter's  troops  and  money  were  found 
inadequate  %o  keep  Auguftus  on  the  throne,  the 
\*%  g  2  riiffiaa 
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tufiian  arms  were  more  and  more  fuccefsful  on 
the  (ftores  of  the  Baltic,  where  Peter  was  iriakihg 
a  rapid,  and  for  Rufiia  an  advantageous  progrefs* 
At  lehgth,   when  Charles  in   1706  fob  his 
wifh  fblfiiled,  by  having  forced  Auguftus  to  re* 
ttounce  the  polilh  crown,  he  thought  it  the  tnoft 
,  important  ftep  he  could  take*  to  march  with  his 
army,  now  well  recruited  and  provisioned,  out  of 
Saxfony  dire&ly  to  Ruflia,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fencing  [1707]  Peter  likewife  in  his  tiirn  to* 
peace,  as  he  had  a&ed  before  wkh  Frederic  and 
Auguftus.    His  neareft  way  *  for  penetrating  into 
the  heart  of  Ruflia,  lay  through  Pokhdand  Li- 
thuania.   Pfeter,  who  was  ftationed  at  Grodno 
in  Lithuania,  abandoned  that  tity  in  hafte  on  tfn4 
approach  of  Charles ; :  and  it  appeared  as  though 
the  Ruffians  were  able  to  bid  defiance  to  1bhe 
troops  of  that  prince,  fo  loilg  as  he  hlmfetf  fl&s 
hot  d.t  their  hfcad ;  but,  wheh  fed  tin  by  thfeil 
king  in  perfoh,  would  give  no  'proof  of  vafettr^ 
and  would  be  is  e&fily  vanquifhed  by'him  as 
formerly  before  Narva*      Peter*  indeed*  fe'ndea* 
voured  to  ftop  Charles  from  pietcfnjg'fatfher.  ffitb 
Lithuania,  by 'which  couhtry  his  own  Wis  c6i 
Vered,  and  the  ruffian  tr&dps  difputed  -aft  thf4 
polls   with  the  fwedifli   folditf-s;'  but  Cihitftei 
everywhere  drote  them  back,  /forced  ftettr&eitt  . 

all 
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all  their  entrenchments  *,  and  opened  to  himfetf 
a  wpy  into  Peter's  provinces.  Five  hundred 
miles  he  had  yet  to  Mofco.  Certainly  $ot  too 
tirefome  a  march  for  him  and  his  army,  who  had 
come  the  much  longer  road  from  Sweden  to 
Saxony  ;  efpecially  as,  Smolenlk  excepted,  only 
few  places  of  any  confequence  flood  in  their 
way.  But  the  borders  of  Ruffia  feemed  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  the  bp.undary  of  that  military 

fiuccefc  which  had  hitherto  accompanied  Charles  j 
and  the  failure  of  a  plot  concerted  with  that 
prince,  not  only  refcued  Peter,  but  procured 
him  alfo  a  complete  victory  over  his  anta- 
gonift. 

v  Mazeppa,  hetman  of  the  kozaks,  was  not  well- 
difpafed  to  Peter.  He  owed  his  dignity  to 
prince  Galitzin  who  had  been  baniihed  by  the 
tzar  $  and  now  entered  into  a  negotiation  with 
dCharles.  Induced  to  this  either  by  a  fort  of 
gratitude  towards  his  oU>  patron,  or  by  the  hope 
-of  rendering  himfelf,  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
fortunate  Charles,  fovereign  of  the  kozaks  and 
independent  on  Ruffia,  or  even  from  the  appre- 
hension   that,    amidft    fo    many  reformations, 

*  Thus  it  was  at  the  battle  of  Holovtzin,  in  July  1708, 
where  the  Ruffians,  notwith (landing  their  advantageous 
pofition,-  and  their  brave  refiftance,  were  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  the.  Swedes. 

g  3  Peter 
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Peter  might  alfo  think  of  reforming  the  tonfti* 
tution  of  the  kozaks ;  he  therefore  might  pro- 
bably refolve  to  prevent  him,  by  contributing 
what  he  could  to  weaken  this  enterprifing  tzar. 
Whatever  was  the  caufe,  thus  much  is  certain, 
that  Mazeppa  invited  Charles  to  pufh  farther 
down  to  the  fouth,  where  he  would  go  over  to 
him  with  his  numerous  kozaks,  reprdenting  to 
Charles  that  he  would  afterwards  have  a'  much 
eafier  march  from  the  Ukraine  to  Mofco,  as  the 
kozaks  would  join  him  and  fupply  him  with  pro- 
vifions,  which  indeed  were  with  great  difficulty 
to  be  obtained  in  Poland,  ravaged  and  defblated 
as  that  country  was  by  Swedes  and  Ruffians, 
and  the  two  parties  of  Auguftus  and  of  Stani- 
flaus.  Charles  found  this  propofal  fo  agreeable, 
that,  in  oppofition  to  the  advice  of  his  counfellor, 
count  Piper,  he  turned  out  of  the  ftrait  jqad  to 
Ruffia,  and  proceeded  to  the  Ukraine. ,  -  At  the 
river  Defna,  ^azeppa  had  engaged  to  meet  him 
with  his  people.  :  The  Ruffians!  difputed  with 
Charles  the  paflage  over  this  river  j  ho wever,  he 
furmounted  even  that  Qbftacle.  But,  waiting 
'  here  for  Mazeppa's  confiderable  body  of  auxi- 
liaries, and  their  fupplies,  which  he  was  no  lefs 
in  grant  of,  he  found  himfejf  miferably  deceived, 
.  Jvlazeppa  had  promifed  far  more  than  he  was  able 
now  to  perform ;  not  quite  five  thoufand  kozaks 

went 


HISTORY   OF    RUSSIA.  87. 

went  over  with  him  to  the  Swedes,  the  reft  re- 
tained  their  allegiance  to  Rufiia ;  and  to  add  to 
the  difappointment  of  Charles,  a  ruffian  corps  had 
attacked  and  carried  off  the  greater  part  of  the 
provifions  deftined  for  the  Swedes*.  Fortu- 
nately, as  Peter  had  defeated  Mazeppa's  plan, 
and  reduced  him  to  a  very  infignificant  ally  of 
Charles,  he  was  foon  after  not  lefs  fuccefsful  in 
depriving  that  prince  of  another  needful  aflift- 
ance,  by  entirely  defeating  the  Swedifli  general 
Lcevenhaupt,  who  had  been  ordered  to  him  by 
his  king,  not  only  to  ftrengthen  the  army  by  his 
corps,  but  to  convoy  with  him  a  great  quantity 
of.  provifions  and  ammunition  from  Livonia ;  fo 
that  all  the  (lores  fell  into  Peter's  hands ;  and 
pf  the.,  15,000  mqn,  of  which  Loeverihaupt's 
army  confided,  fcarcely  6000  came  to  Carles  f. 
The  fituation  of  that  monarch  now  became 
f very  day.  more  critical.  His  army  was  rapidly 
.wafting  away,  numbers  of  his  people  were  car- 
ried off  by  the  froft,  and  the  fcarcity  of  provi- 
fions admitted  of  no  remedy  :  yet  he  obftinateiy 

» 

*.  Mazeppa  was  afterwards  proclaimed  an  outlaw,  and 
hung  in  effigy. 

f  .Three  days  fucceffively  was  this  corps  fix  times  at- 
tacked  by  the  Ruffians,  far'  fuperior  to  it  in  numbers,  and 
yet  refufed  to  fobmit,'  bur  cut  their  way,  fwo*d  ih  hand,  to 
Charles* 

g  4  pc  rafted 
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perfifted  in  his  plan  of  fubje&ing  the  Ukraine  to 
him,  and  thence  of  proceeding  to  Mofco.  The 
inclemency  of  the  weather  had  juft  fufficiently 
fubfided/or  allowing  him  to  aft  when  he  broke 
up  his  camp  to  lay.  fiege  to  Pultava,  a  ftrong 
jilace  in  the  Ukraine,  where  the  Ruffians  had 
feyeral  magazines.  Peter,  who  now  commanded 
in  perfon,  condufted  himfelf  like  an  able  general, 
and  likewife  difplayed  great  intrepidity.  He  had 
not  been  idle;  had  always  accurately  watched 
his  enemy,  placed  the  frontiers  of  his  empire 
and  the  road  to  Mofco,  in  a  good  ftate  of  de- 
fence, and  arrived  now  with  a  numerous  army 
likewife  at  Pultava,  where  he  gained  fo  complete 
a  victory  over  Charles,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
fave  himfelf  by  flight.  In  this  battle,  the  8th 
6f  July  1709,  the  whole  fwedifh  army  was  either 
deftroyed  or  taken  prifoners ;  only  a  vgry  fmall 
p&rt  of  it  efcaping  with  the  king  to  Turkey. 
This  battle  was  certainly  one  of  the  moft  decifive 
that  was  ever  fought.  On  it  depended  not  only 
the  fates  of  Peter,  Charles,  and  Auguftus,  but 
thofe  of  Ruflia,  Sweden,  and  Poland  entirely 
refted  on  the  iffue  of  a  battle  between  two 
armies,  who  both  fought  with  bravery  and 
true  courage,  and  were  fenfible  to  the  high 
prize  that  awaited  the  viftory  on  one  fide 
or  the  other;  Fortune  declared  for  Peter. 
And  in  confequence  of  his  being  conqueror  at 

Pultyvs^ 
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Pulta^a,  all  farther  dread  of  Charles  was  put  to 
flight,  which  had  indeed  been  lately  fomewhat 
lefTened  by  the  latter's  not  proceeding  dire&ly 
from  Lithuania  to  Ruflia ;  the  Ukraine,  of  which 
t*eter  had  greatly  to  apprehend  the  lofs,  wa* 
&gain  free;  the  affairs  of  Auguftus  began  td 
revive ;  he  and  Peter  might  now  hope  to  irc- 
creafe  their  influence  on  the  Poles,  on  having 
'reduced  Charles,  whom  they  dreaded,  to  a  fitu- 
ation  in  which  he  could  do  no  harm ;  Peter's 
new  poffeffions  on  the  Baltic,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  whereof  he  muft  hitherto  have  been  under 
'gr&t  apprehenfions,  his  darling  Petersburg,  his 
conquered  Ingria,  feemed  now  entirely  fecured  ; 
he  could  now  aft  more  unmolefted,  and  profe- 
tmc  without  impediment  the  reformations  he 
tiad  begun  to  niake  in  his  empire.  Peter  had 
"been  witnefs  that  his  troops,  in  the  eight  yeatss 
that  had  elapfed  fince  Charles  beat  them  before 
Narva,  had  very 'much  improved  ;  that  they  had 
(hewn  themfelves  uncommonly  brave  and  well- 
difciplihed,  and  highly  merited  the  triumphal 
entry  into  Mofeo  which  he  had  now  decreed. 
On  no  former  occafion  of  triumph  lifcewife  had 
the  Ruffians  reafon  for  fo  great  rejoicings  as  oh 
the  prefent,  as  they_  had  been  in  dread  and 
danger  left  Charles  m%ht  have  made ,  an  hoftUe 
gntrancc  by  that  very  gate  through  which  their 

tzar 
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tzar  now  proceeded  in  triumph  as  viftor  of  th$ 
warlike  fwedifh  king,  and  conduced  the  van- 
quifhed  Swedes  as  witnefles  of  his  glory  #. 

Auguftus  immediately  profited  by  Charleses 
defeat,  appeared  again  in  .  Poland,   reconciled 
himfelf  at  Thorn,  in  O&ober  1709,  with  Peter, 
who, .  though  he  had  not  approved  of  the  peace 
of  Altranftadt,  and,  much  as  Charles  had  for- 
merly fypported  his  newly-ele&ed  Staniilaus,  fp 
much. was  Peter  labouring  to  maintain  Auguftus 
now  once  more  as  it  were  feated  on  the  throne. 
Denmark  likewife  again  now  publicly  declared 
againft  Charles,,  and  even  Pruffia  combined  with 
Peter  and  Auguftus  in  opposition  to  the.  hero 
who  had  beei*  unfortunate  at  Pultava.     In  the 
meantime,  as  Peter  had  fuccefsfully  enforced  the 
claims  of  his  predecdlbrs  onlngria,  he  now 
ftrove  to  fubjett  to  him  likewife  Karelia,  Livo. 


t  . 


*  On- the  day  of  the  battle,  about  9  in  the  evening  Peter 
wrote  to  admiral  Apraxin  at  Mofco :  "  Very  early  this 
"  morning  the  furious  enemy  attacked  our  cavalry  with 
«*  all  his  horfe  and  foot;  and,  though  they  fought  as 
.««  bravely  as  could  be  expe&ed,  yet  they  were  forced  to 
w  retreat  with  great  lofs.  However,  in  one  word,  the 
"  whole  hoftile  army  has  come  to  an  end  like  Phaeton. 
w  But  what  is  become  of  the  king  we  are  not  able  to  dif- 
4i  cover,  whether  he  be  with  us  or  with  the  enemy.  ~ 
u  Now,  by  God's  affiftance>  the  foundation fione  for  the  byildmg 
•'  of  Petirjburg  is  indeed  completely  laid"  -  % 

nia. 
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nia,  stfid  Efthonia,  upon  which  countries  the 
tzar  had  earlier  exhibited  his  pretentions ;  and 
his  roeafures  here  alfo  fucceeded.     The  fortifiga- 
tions  of  Vyborg,  Riga,  andReval,  the  capital, 
cities  and  principal  places  of  Karelia,  Livonia, 
apd  Efthonia,  together  with  Kexholm  and  the. 
iflfe  of  CEfel,  were  already  in  Peter's  pofieflum. 
before  the  termination  of  the  year  1710,  and  he. 
was  therefore  matter  of  the  principal  por&.of. 
the  Baltic.  —  Peter  likewife  took  part  in  the: 
enterprifes  againft  the  pofTeffions  of  Charles  in 
Pomerania,   and  againft  the  territory   of  the 
dukes  of  Holftein.  *  •        (  ; 

L  But,  however  great  the  advantage  which  the 
Yi&ory  at  Pultava  had  procured  to  the  whole 
ruffian  empire,  and  however  Peter  had  profited 
by  it  that  fame  year,  as  I  have  juft  been  relating, 
yet,*  fo  foon  after  as  1 7 1 1  (therefore  only  two 
year*  from  that  fortunate  event)  he  was  ia 
danger  of  lofing  all  that  he  had  gained,  and  of 
feeing  the  fruits  of  his  undeniably  great  ex- 
ertions and  his  unwearied  activity  at  once  r&- 
vifiied  from  him* 

•  It  was  not  very  difficult  for  Charles  to  raife 
an  intereft  in  his  behalf  in  the  divan  of  the 
fultan  of  Conftantinople.  They  had  heard  of 
his  exploits,  and  (till  regarded  him  as  a  great 
hero.  That  this  hero  .was  now  yniprtpnate 
.  i  could 
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could  not  leffen  the  veneration  in  which*  he  was 
held ;  befides,  it  was  the  tzar  of  Ruffia  who  had 
fo  totally  defeated  Charles,  to  whom  the  Turks,, 
but  a  few  years  ago,  had  been  forced  to  furrender 
Azof,  a  mortification  which  they  knew  not  how 
to  forgive.     It  did   not   indeed  at  firft  appear 
that  the  porte  intended  to  take  an  aftive  part  in 
the  coriteft  between  the  two  fovereigns,  as  in 
1 710  they  renewed  the  armiftice  with   Ruffia. 
But  Charles  was  enabled  by  his  difereet  and 
active  friend  Poniatoftky,  (the  fatfier  of  the  late 
king  of  Poland,)  to  mcreafe  Iris 'influence  in  the 
divan,  and  even  to  procure  the  difgrace  of  two 
fucceffive  grand  vizirs,  who  gave  their  advice 
againft  the  war  with  Ruiffia,  and  at  length  at- 
tained his  aim  in  the  hoftile  meafures  bow  begun 
to  be  adopted  by  the  porte  againft  Peter.    Peter, 
who  now  few  himfeif  fuddenly  menaced  i>y  an 
nnexpe&ed  enemy,  had  recourfe  to  the  means 
of  defence ;  but,  by  advancing  againft  the  Turks* 
committed  the  fame  faults  which  had  proved  fo 
difaftrous  to  Charles.     As  Charles  had  ihewa 
a  contempt  for  the  Ruffians  for  which  he  paid 
fo  dearly  at  Pultava,  fo  Peter  contemned  the 
Turks.  —  Charles  placing  reliance  on  Mazeppa, 
and  allured  by  his  promifes,  marched  to  his 
great  misfortune  into  the  Ukraine;  Peter,  be* 
caufe  Cantemir,  the  hofpodar   of  Moldavia,  a 

vaflal 
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vaffal  of  the,  porte,  promifed  him  his  fupport, 
marched  alio  too  far  into  the  enemy's  country, 
quite  to  Yaffy  in  Moldavia,  where  he  foon  ex- 
perienced a  want  of  provifions,  as  Charles, had 
done;  nay,  he  faw  himfelf  at  length  fo  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Turks,  on  the  river  Prnth,  not 
fer  from  Yafly>  that  only  three  ways  were  open 
for  his  efcape,  each  more  horrible  than  the 
other.  —  Either  he  and  his  people  mud  periih 
with  hunger,  fmce  on  one  fide  he  was  encom- 
pafled  by  the  turkifb  camp,  apd  on  the,other  by 

« 

the  :  tartarian,  fo  th^t  abfolutely  iy>  *  provisions 
of  any  kind  could  be  conveyed  to  him,  or  he 
muft  :  furrenier, .  01  atten^pf  to  cut  his  way 
through  the  enemy,  which  in  his  circumftances 
indeed  feemed  an  irapoffibility,  as .  he  had  at 
moft  littk  more  than  twenty  thousand  msn, 
twheTeas  the  camp  of  his  enemy  contained  U]> 
wards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers.  *  Peter* 
reduced  to  defper^ition,  fat  in  his  tent,  repse- 
fcnting  in  his  troubled  mind  all  his  labours  ,  ajt 
once  deftroyed,  all  his  hopes  defeated,  and 
thought  himfelf  at  that  moment  more  r  unfortu- 
nate  than   Charles  was   at  Pultava.  —  In.  the 

*  The  Ruffians  could  not  even  provide  fhemfelvcs-  wuli 
water  from  the  adjacent  river  Pcuth,  as  the.  Turka-wre 
enabled  by  Jtheir  fituation  to  fire  upon  them  whenever  they 
approached  the  water-fide. 

midft 
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midft  of  this  diftrefs,  his  confort  Catharine  fug* 
gefted  to  him  that  nothing  prevented  his  alkirtg 
"peace  of  the  grand  vizir ;  and,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  gracious  reception  of  htm,  to  accompany 
the  mefifage  witlr  confiderable  prefents ;  perhaps 
a  voluntary  propofal  of  an  accommodation  mi^htt 
be  preferable  in  the  vizir's  mind .  to  any  hopes 
arifing  from  'the  uncertain  iflbe  of  a  battfe. 
The  project  fucceeded  beyon4  expeftation;'    All 
the  valuables,  all   the   money   that  could  be 
fpared,  Were  got  together,  propbfais  were  made 
to  the  grand  vizir,  offers  were  made  of  fome 
facrifices,  the  diftrefling  fituation  was  indeed  as 
much  as  poffible  concealed,' much  was  faid  of 
courage  and  intrepidity,  of  cutting  a  paflage 
through  the  *Tufks,  and,  in  confideration  of  the 
abandonment  of  Azof,  the  raziire  of  the  new- 
1>uilt  Taganrok,   and  the  promife  of  quitting 
Poland,' thq  tzar  obtained  a  peace  of  the  gran4 
Vizir,  Who  refolved  not  to  ftake  on  the  event  of 
a  battle  the  certain  advantage  which  he  had  pro- 
cured  for  his  country  in  the  peace,  as  the  Ruf- 
fians only  the  day  before  had  given  proofs  of 
their  'valour,  and  he  was  not  without  apprehen- 
fions  that  aimall  army  fighting  defperateiy  might 
even  contend  to   advantage    againft    fuperjor 

numbers.  ■  '■-'    • 
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No  wonder  that  Pojiiatofflcyj  Charles's  friend^ 
%ho  was  with  the  vizir 'jui  his  tent,  endeavoured 
by  the   moil  inftant  remofiftrances  to  difluade 
him  from  this  peace ;  no  wonder  that  Charles, 
who  came  into  the  turkifh  camp  foon  after  it 
was  figned,  raved  and  ftormed  like  a  madman ; 
knowing  as  they  did  that  it  was  in  the  viziVfc 
power  to  have  entif  efy  ruined  Peter,  or  at  Ieaft 
to  have  di&ated  to  him  fuch  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion as  would  have  been  of  eflential  advantage  to 
.Charles :  whereas  he  had  fcarcely  done  anything 
for  him  *.  —  However,  as  Peter  was  conftahtly 
finding  reafons  for  deferring  his  evacuation  of 
•Poland,  arid  thereby  feemed  not  inclined  to  fulfil 
'the  articles  of  the  treaty,  it  was  eafy  for  Charlds 
again  to  inflame  the  refentment  of  the  fulttn. 
Accordingly  twice  did  the  Ruffians  and  Turks 
appear  to  be  again  on  the  point  of  coming  to  a 
rupture ;  but  Peter  both  times  had '  the  art  of 
appeafing  the  pdrte,  and  to  prevent  it  from  far- 

*  Upon  this  Charles  did  not  reft  till  this  vizir,  who  had 
been  fo  regardlefs  of  his  intcrefls,  was  depofed  from  hit 
office  and  fent  into  baniflunent.  All  that  appeared  coo* 
cerning  Charles  in  the  treaty  was :  "  as  the  king  of  Sweden 
"  has  put  himfelf  under  the  protedtion  of  the  porte,  his 
:  "  tzarian  majcfty  promifes,  out  of  friendfhip,  to  allow,  him 
(  "  a  free  and  fafe  return  to  his  country,  and  to  conclude;  a 
««  peace  with  him  —  if  the  terms  can  be  agreed  on." 

thcr 
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rixer  efpoufing  the,  p*rt  of  £hvfcp.  ,£1712, 
1 7*3*3  "The  Porte  apd.  Ryffia  therefore  con- 
tinued to  be  friends,  ai}(jl  Peter, :  was  every  d^y 
carrying  his  ^rms  farther  into  the  country  ©f  the 
defeated  monarch.  He{fmgcfrs  and  Alx?,  japd 
by  tliem  almoft  all  Fiql^ijd,  ,as  well  as  the  jifle 
of  Aland,  fell,  1713,  iofq  Jester'*  hands  j,  jm4 
fears  v/qtp  entertained  ipt  th«?  capital  and  re* 
.fidence  of  .Sw^den^  where  the  fovcreign  had  not 
been  for  jflfcny,  years  feen,  of  .jviipqffing  the  yic- 
torious  e2^ry,9f  the  monarch  of  the  neighbour- 
ing empire     .  •* 

But  the  great  fuccefles  qf  Pefer,  alarms  anfiflg 
from  the. prodigious  inareajie  pf  his  territory,, 
and  jealpufy:at  th$  rapid  progrcfs  it  was  makjpg 

.in  arts. as  .well .^amms,  i$#fpqfe4  to  Jiira  the 
powers  confederated  with  hUn.  aga&ft  Charles,, 
fo  that,  undter  the  guidance  of  Qcertz*  a  nego- 
tiation wa$ .  even  entered  into  between  him  and 
the  fwediih  monarch,  which  .however,  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  death  of  the  latter  after  his 
return  from  Turkey ;  who,  though  once  more 

wjvi&oriotts  in  Norway,  was  flain  before  Frederich- 

"ihal  in  1718.  -The  new  fwedifh  government, 
to  whom  .Peter  applied  for  the  termination  9f 
the  negotiation  thw  Md  beep  let.  on  foot,  were 

•  encouraged  4o  hope,  by  the  aid  of  Great  Britain, 
to  bring  him  to  a  -compliance " wfth  '  their  tenris, 

and 
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*  and  hi  two  campaigns  he  employed  the  time 
afforded  him  by  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  englifh 
fleet,  in  committing  horrible  devaftations  bn  the 
fwediflv  coaft  ••  His  intention  was  to  extort  a 
peace;  but  Sweden  obftirjately  held  out  till 
1721,  m  which  year  on  the  10th  of  September 
at  Nyftadt  in  Finland,  a  peace  was  brought  to 
effeft,  by  which  the  dreadful  ftruggle  for* 
eighteen  years  between  two  fovereigns,  and  the 
war  of  one-and-twenty  years  between  two  neigh- 
bouring nations  were  happily  brought  to  an  end. 
The  {Wdifh  government  was  on  this  occafion 
obliged  to  fubfcribe  to  the  following  hard  con-, 
dition :  Sweden  cedes  to  Ruflia,  Livonia,  Es- 

THONIA,  INGRIA,  A  PART  OF  KARELIA,  WITH 
THE  TERRITORY  OF  , VYBORG,  THE  ISLE  OF 
OESEL,  AND  ALL  OTHER  ISLANDS  IN,  THE 
SOUTHERN  'SEA*  AND  THE  BALTIC,  FROM  KUR-' 


*  In  one  of  ihe  campaigns,  according  to  Gordon's  ac- 
count, who  was  an  eye-witnefs,  fix  confiderable  towns, 
eleven  ftone  palaces,  109  noblemen's  feats  of  timber,  82.6 
farms,  3  mills,  1  o  magazines,  2  copper  and  5  iron  forges 
were  demolished  by  admiral  Apraxin.  Major-general  Lacy 
laid  wafte  2  towns,  21  noblemen's  feats,  535  farms,  40 
mills,  16  magazines,  and  9  iron-works,  whereof  one  was  of 
fo  great  value  that  the  proprietors  offered  300,000  dollars 
to  preferve  it  — -  but  in  vain.  The  Ruffians  deftroyed  not 
only  what  was  upon  the  earth,  but  even  what  was  under  it ; 
they  ruined  fcveral  iron  and  copper  mines  for  ever. 

;    VOL.  II.  H  LAND 
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land  to  Vyborg  *  —  receives  back  Finland, 
and  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  has  the  liberty 
to  export  duty-free,  from  Riga,  Reval,  and 
Arenfberg  annually,  corn  to  the  amount  of  fifty, 
thoufand  rubles.  •*-  The  tzar  promifed  to  main- 
tain  the  provinces  ceded  to  him  in  their  liber*, 
ties;  laws,  and  religion. 

.  On  occafion  of  this  peace*  fo  glorious  to  the, 
empire,  grand  feftivities  were  appointed  through- 
out all  Ruffia,  and  the  fenate  and  the  fynod 
offered  Peter,  the  conqueror  of  the  Baltic,  in 
behalf  of  his  nation,  to  exchange  the  title  of 
tzar  for  that  of  emperor  and  autocrator 
or  all  tpie  Russias,  and  to  permit  himfel^ 
in  future  to  be  ftyled,  Father  of  the  coun- 
try. To  thefe  appellations  were  added  the 
honourable  furname,  The  Great. 

But  it  was  not  merely  on  account  of  the  cort- 
quefts  that  Peter  had  made,  that  he  obtained 
from  his  country  the  furname  of  The  Great, 
and  which-  pofterity  has  confirmed ;  he  ac- 
quired that  glorious  epithet  by  more  important 

*  Peter  did  not  expeft  that  fo  much  would  have  been 
conceded  to  him  ;  but  his  plenipotentiary,  Oftermann,  dex- 
teroufly  —  by  money  —  procured  a  fight  of  the  fwedifh 
ambaffador's  inftructions,  and  found  that  his  court  was  dif- 
pofed  to  relinquifh  everything,  and  therefore  made  his  de- 
mands accordingly, 

exploits, 
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exploits ;  it  was  conferred  upon  him  as  due  to 
his  merits  in  regard  to  the  numerous  and  various 
inftitutions,  enterprifes,  and  regulations,  which  * 
even  duriilg  this  lottg  war,  amidft  the  din  of 
arms,  he  planned  and  executed,  with  a  diligence 
which  has  never  been  equalled  by  any  fovereign 
in  modern  times,  and  which  he  intended,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  inclination  and  ability,  to  be  bene- 
ficial to  his  empire,  and  to  the  civilization  and 
improvement  of  his  people.  But  thefe  his  great 
and  undeniable  merits  run  fo  like  a  tifftie  through 
the  war  of  twenty  years,  that  I  thought  it  mod 
advifable  to  confine  mylelf  here  entirely  to  the 
•^interrupted  hiftory  of  that  war,  which  was  of 
fuch  confequence  to  the  empire  at  large  *,  and 
to  reprefent  the  progTefs  of  the  ruffian  nation  ill 
improvements  of  every  kind,  for  the  fake  of  its 
eafier  furvey,  in  a  connefted  reprefentation  after* 
wards.  t  I  therefore  now  proceed  in  the  narrative 
of  what  relates  to  the  extenfion  and  aggran- 
dizement of  the  empire  from  without. 

Shortly  after  the  peace  concluded  with  Swe- 
den, which  gave  an  entirely  different  afpeft  not 
only  to  the  ruffian  empire,  but  to  the  whole 
north  of  Europe,  and  by  which  Ruffia  was  con- 

*  Let  us  only  confider,  for  inftance,  the  conne&ion 
thereby  obtained  with  the  Baltic. 

H  2  fiderably 
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fider&bly  augmented,  Peter  had  an  opportunity 
for  enlarging  the  borders  of  his  empire  likewife 
towards  the  fouth.  Several  disturbances  had 
arifen  in  Perfia  fo  long  fince  as  1709;  and 
among  others,  at  the  capture  of  the  perfian  town 
Schamachy  in  1712,  a  number  of  ruffian  mer- 
chants were  partly  killed,  and  partly  defpoiled  of 
their  property.  Peter,  in  1 7 1 5,  entered  into  3 
new  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  (hah  of  Perfia, 
and  promifed  him  at  the  fame  time  affiftance 
?igainft  the  rebels.  He  afterwards  took  fuch  ad- 
vantage of  favourable  circum  fiances  as  to  make 
it  e^fy  for  him  to  gain  the  dominion  of  the 
Cafpian,  by  marching  into  Perfia  in  1722,  in 
order,  as  he  declared  in  his  manifefto,  to  pro- 
fed*  the  (hah,  who  in.fadl  was  much  reduced  by 
repeated  exertions ;  but '  at  the  vfame  time  to 
chaftife  jthe  rebels  who  had  behaved  fo  injuri- 
pufly  to  the  ruffian  fubje&s.  He  arrived  with 
his  army  at  Detbent,  and  made  himfclf  mafter 
of  that  city.  Peter's  new  fucceffes  foon  rouzed 
jjie  attention  of  the  Porte ;  and,  alarmed  at  this 
•prpgrefs  in  the  adjoining  country  of  Perfifc, 
threatened  him  with  a  war.  However,  the  two 
powers  came  to  an  agreement  by  a  treaty  iimilar 
to  that  which  in  our  times  was  entered  into  by 
Ruffia,  Auftria,  and  Pruffia  on  the  partition  of 
Poland  j  and  in  virtue  whereof  the  porte  appro- 

7*  priated 
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priated  to  itfelf  a  part  of  Perfia,  Peter  obtained 
feveral  provinces,  and  the  reft  of  the  Country 
remained  to  the  fliah.  It  was  naturally  to  be 
fuppofed  that  the  laft  did  not  heartily  concur  in 
this  partition ;  as  the  fequel  indeed  confirmed, 
Befides,  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  occupied 
by- the  Turks  and  Ruffians  looked  upon  thefe 
pretended  patrons  as  enemies ;  and  it  coft  Peter 
a  great  number  of  men,  and,  by  reafon  of  the 
diftance  of  Ruffia,  much  money,  to  maintain 
Bimfelf  in  pofleffion  of  the  five  diftri&s  that  had 
been  allotted  to  him. 

In  the  very  year,  however,  when  this  partition 
Waseffe&ed,  1725,  Peter  died  ;  and  his  fecond 
confort  Catharine  afcended  the  throne. 

Peter,  when  no  mote  thari  in  his  feventeenth 
year  had  married  Eudokhia  Lapukhin.  But 
theehara&er  of  that  lady  was  too  oppofite  to  his 
own  to  allow  of  any  lafting  union,  Eudokhia 
was  defcended  from  a  very  ancient'  ruffian  fa* 
mily ;  and,  imbued  with  the  prejudices  of  her 
country  and  rank,  could  find  no  fatisfaftion  in 
Peter's  more  liberal  way  of  thinking  in  regard  to 
religious  ceremonies,  his  contempt  for  the  clergy, 
his  innovations,  and  his  intercourfe  with  foreign- 
ers, but  made  him  frequent  reproaches  for  his 
illicit  amours,  and  treated  in  him  a  diflike  to 
ksr,  which  flie  feemed  rather  difpofed  to  fofter 

«  3  than 
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than  to  remove.  Add  to  this,  that  Peter's  fa* 
vourites,  who  were  often  from  the  loweft  orders, 
were  flighted  by  her,  and  therefore  took  their  re- 
venge by  alienating  the  tzar's  affe&ion  from 
her ;  and,  at  length,  after  he  had  repudiated 
,  her,  even  made  her  fufpe&ed  by  him  of  keep- 
ing a  correfpondence  with  his  enemies-  .  This 
drew  upon  her  the  hard  lot  of  being  baniflied  to 
3  convent  L 16983.  On  the  fubfequent  con- 
demnation of  her  fon,  in  whofe  criminal  tranf- 
aftions,  it  was  pretended,  but  never  proved,  that 
(he  took  part,  Peter  fent  her  to  another  con- 
vent, where  fhe  was  doomed  to  live,  like  a  pri- 
foner,  on  hard  diet,  till  (he  was  afterwards  fet 
at  liberty  by  her  grandfon  Peter  II. 

Peter's  early  averfion  to  Eudokhia  had  a  moft 
pernicious  influence  on  Akxey,  the  fon  (he  bore 
him  in  1690,  and  was  the  ground  of  the  deplo- 
rable feries  of  forrows  which  befel  that  prince. 
The  diflentions  between  the  father  and  the- 
mother  fpeedily  diminished  the  father's  afFe&ion 
for  Alexey.  Peters  vaft  and  comprehenfive 
plans,  his  campaigns,  his  concerns,  entiiely  con-, 
fined  to  the  reformation  and  improvement  of 
the  empire,  with  his  various  journies  to  the  re- 
mote parts  of  his  dominions,  prevented  him 
from  paying  much  attention  to  the  education  of 
his  fon.  .  Aiexey  at  firft  grew  up  .under  female 
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tuition,  and  then  fell  into  the  hands  of  fome  of 
the  clergy ;  who,  with  moft  of  the  members  of 
the  fpiritual  order   in  Ruflia,  were   diflatisfied 
with  Peter's  reforms,  with  his  toleration,  and 
tis    notion  of   ecclefiaftical   authority,   which, 
though  juft,  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  that 
body,  and  they  therefore  hoped  to  educate  this 
fon  a<s  a  future  pillar  of  the  church.     Under  their 
guidance    the    prince    imbibed    prejudices    in 
abundance,  and  daily  conceived  a  greater  abhor- 
rence for  his  father.     -This  being  obferved  by 
Peter,  he  put  an  end  to  the  fpiritual  education, 
and  appointed  Mentchikof  chief  preceptor  of  the 
prince,  a  man  who  himfelf  had  never  received  the 
flighted  education,  but  by  his  attachment  to  the 
tzar  had  acquired  his  favour.     Mentchikof  was 
not  fond  of  Alexey,  and  the  latter  had  been 
ewly  infpired  by  the  mother  with  contempt  and 
averfion  for  the  favourite  of  his  father.     The 
tutors,  who  were  now  placed  about  the  prince, 
were  not  able  to  eradicate  the  prejudices  im- 
preffed  on  his  mind  from  his  infancy,  and  now 
grown  inveterate;  befides,  he  had   an   uncon- 
querable  diflike  to  them   as   foreigners.      The 
iuture  fovereign  of  fo  vaft  an  empire,  that  was 
now  reformed  in  all  its  parts,  and  by  profperous 
wars  ftill  farther  enlarged ;  the  heir  of  a  throne, 
whofe  poffeffor  ruled  over   many   millions   of 
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people,  bad  been  brought  up  from  his  birth  as  if 
defigned  for  a  ruffian  biihop ;  theology  conti- 
nued to  be  his  favourite  ftudy :  with  a  capacity 
for  thofe  fciences  which  are  ufeful  in  government, 
he  difcovered  no  inclination  to  them.  Moreover 
he  addided  himfelf  early  in  life  to  drunkennefs 
and  other  exceffes.  There  ^ere  not  wanting-fuch 
as  flattered  his  perverfe  difpofitions,  by  repre- 
fenting  to  him  that  the  ruffian  nation  was  diffatis- 
fied  with  his  father,  that  it  was  irapoffible  for  bim 
to  be  fuffered  long  in  his  career  of  innovation,  that 
even  his  life  was  not  likely  to  hold  out  againft  fo 
many  fatigues,  with  many  other  things  of  a  like 
nature.  Alexey's  way  of  life,  particularly  his 
indolence  and  floth,  were  highly  difpleafing  to 
Peter.  Mentchikof,  from  political  motives,  to 
preferve  himfelf  and  Catharine,  was  constantly 
employed  in  fanning  the  tzar's  refentments* 
while  Alexey's  adherents,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  embracing  every  opportunity  for  increafing 
the  averfion  of  the  prince,  who,  from  his  very 
cradle,  had  never  known  what  it  was  to  love, 
and  had  only  dreaded  his  father.  Alexey  evtn 
at  times  gave  plain  intimations,  that  he  would 
hereafter  undo  all  that  his  father  was  fo  fedu* 
loufly  bringing  about.  Nay,  when  the  latter,  in 
1711,  went  on  an  expedition  againft  the  Turks, 
and  appointed  the  prince  regent  during  his  ab- 
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fence,  though  under  his  fupreraacy,  the  latter 
made  it  his  firft  bufmefs  to  alter  many  things  m 
-behalf  of  the  clergy,  fo  as  clearly  to  evince  in 
what  fchool  he  had  been  brought  up*  The  tzar 
was  in  hopes  to  reform  this  intemperate  condufir, 
by  uniting  him  with  a  worthy  confort ;  but  even 
thi$  attempt  proved  fruitlefs.  The  princefs  of 
Branfwic,  who  was  fele&ed  for  his  bride,  and 
with  whom  Alexey  was  married  at  Torgau,  in 
171 1>  notwithftanding  all  her  eminent  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart,  and  her  great  beauty,  could 
make  little  impreffion  on  him,  and  funk  under 
the  load  of  grief,  brought  on  by  this  unhappy 
connexion,  foon  after  giving  birth  to  a  prince, 
who  was  called  by  the  name  of  his  grandfather, 
Peter.  [1715O  By  a  continuance  in  his  diflblute 
mode  of  life,  by  his  bad  behaviour  towards  his 
fpoufe,  by  his  intercourfe  with  perfons  who  were 
notorious  for  their  hatred  of  Peter  and  his  re- 
forms, Alexey  feemed  bent  upon  augmenting 
his  father's  difpleafure ;  accordingly,  now  in 
1 715,  Peter  wrote  to  him:  "  If  you  do  not 
amend,  I  will  exclude  you  from  the  fucceflion 
to  the  throne.  If  I  fpare  not  my  own  life  for 
the  good  of  my  people,  why  fhould  I  fpare 
you  ?"  And  in  another  letter,  fhortly  after, 
on  Alexey's  declaring  that  he  would  renounce 
the  fucceflion :    "  If  you  were  even  at  prefent 

"  inclined 
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**  inclined  to  keep  your  promifer,  yet  thofe  long* 
**  beards  #  could  at  any  time  compel  you  to 
u  break  it.  Do  you  ever  affift  me  in  my  ar- 
"  duous  undertakings?  Do  you  not  always 
"  cenfure  and  condemn  whatever  I  am  able  to 
u  do  for  the  benefit  of  my  people  ?  Have  I  not 
u  reafon  to  believe  that  you  will  ruin  all  if  you 
"  furvive  me?  Strive,  therefore,  either  to  ren- 
u  der  yourfelf  worthy  of  the  throne,  or  make 
<f  choice  of  the  monadic  life."  Alexey  pre- 
ferred the  latter.  Peter  confented,  though  i\ot 
immediately :  but,  to  givd  him  time  for  confidsr- 
ation,  took  a  journey  in  the  following  year,  171^, 
to  Copenhagen,  and  fent  for  the  prince  to  him, 
at  the  fame  time  endeavouring  to  polifh  him  by 
•travel  and  fociety.  Alexey  fet  out  from  Mofco, 
but,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  his  father  at  Co- 
penhagen, went  to  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  at 
Vienna,  who  was  married  to  a  filter  of  the  de- 
ceafed  confort  of  Alexey.  From  Vienna  Charles 
fent  him  to  a  fortrefs  in  the  Tyrol,  and  from 
thence  to  St.  Elmo,  a  neapolitan  fortrefs,  in 
hopes  that  he  could  here  remain  undifcovered 
under  a  borrowed  name.  This  flight,  as  might 
naturally  have  been  expe&ed,  greatly  increafed 
the  indignation  of  the  tzar.  He  caufed  diligent 
inquiry  to  be  made.     The  emperor  made  formal 

*  The  clergy. 

remon* 
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remonftrances  againft  delivering  him  up,  but 
•Peter  made  ftill  more  earneft  remonftrances 
againft  his  upholding  and  affording  prote&ion  to 
a  fon,  in  oppofition  to  his  parent :  Alexey  was 
accordingly  given  up,  and  returned  to  Mofco. 

Peter  now  in  a  public  proclamation  declared 
him  to  have  forfeited  the  crown.  A  court,  con- 
fitting  of  180  perfons,  among  whom  55  were  of 
the  clergy,  was  appointed  to  try  him.  Many  of 
the  ecclefiaftical  judges  would  dbubtlefs  have 
willingly  faved  him,  as  they  vifited  the  tzar  in  pri-i 
vate,  addre fifed  themfelves  to  his  feelings,  confeffed 
that  he  was  deferving  of  punifhment,  but  at  the 
fame  time  reminded  the  tzar  of  the  pattern  pre* 
fented  him  by  Chrift  in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal 
fon,  but  the  temporal  judges  declared  the  prince 
to  have  incurred  the  penalty  of  death  as  guilty  of 
crimes  againft  the  ftate.  Many-  perfons  who 
were  accomplices  in  his  pretended  plot,  for  the 
charge  was  never  brought  home  to  him,  to  get 
poffeffion  of  the  crown  during  his  father's  life- 
time, or  had  affifted  him  in  his  flight,  or  accom- 
panied him  in  it,  were  capitally  executed.  A 
manifefto  was  publifhed,  declaring,  that  the 
prince,  on  hearing  the  fentence  of  death,  fell 
into  violent  convulfions,  during  which  he  ex- 
pired. [17 1 8.]] 

The 
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The  reports  that  were  fpread  concerning  the 
real  manner  of  his  death,  are  extremely  va- 
rious #.  From  Peter's  great  a&ivity,  from  his 
indefatigable  zeal  to  rouze  his  people  out  of  that 
fiuggiihnefs  and  ignorance  in  which  he  found 
them,  and  to  new-model  his  empire  in  all  its 
parts,  it  may  reafonably  enough  be  imagined, 
that,  as  Brutus  the  Roman  formerly  did,  he 
might  forget  the  father  in  the  fovereign ;  the 
prince  being  by  no  other  means  to  be  difpofed  of; 
and  as  Peter  mud  havq  been  perfe&iy  convinced, 
that,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  be  no  more,  Alexey  hig 
fucceffor,  fupported  by  the  clergy,  by  the  dif* 
contented  among  the  great,  -and  by  the  hatred, 
not  yet  entirely  eradicated,  of  a  great  part  of  the 
nation  towards  foreigners  and  innovations,  would 
completely  demolifh  what  he,  with  fo  much  ex4 
ertion,  with  fuch  unwearied  zeal  for  the  welfare 
bf  the  couiitry  had  been  driving  to  found,  to 
eftabiifh,  and  to  re&ify.  To  free  his  mkid  froi» 
this  fad  profpeft,  he  could  think  of  no  better 

*  Such  as,  that  he  was  fecretly  beheaded,  and  the  head 
then  fewn  on  to  the  body,  that  it  might  be  expofed  to  the 
public,  and  that  he  died  naturally  be  rendered  probable. 
Other,  accounts  fay,  that  a  vein  was  opened,  and  that  he 
was  bled  to  death.  Again,  others  talk  of  a  death  by  the 
dreadful  knoot. 

means 
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means  than  by  the  death    of  a  prince,  who, 
though  perhaps  more  weak  than  wicked,  more 
milled  than  of  himfelf  capable  of  forming  pro- 
]p&$  detrimental  to  the  empire ;  yet,  by  his  weak* 
n<efs  and  condeiceqfion  in  his  future  relations  a9 
fovereign  of  the  ruffian  empire,  could  not  but  be 
produ&ive  of  harm  to  the  country.    Moreover, 
during  the  whole  of  the  prince's  trial,  Peter  pro- 
ceeded openly,  did  not  defpotically  pronounce  fen- 
tence  upon  him,  but  the. court  declared  him  guttty. 
In  the  room  of  the  condemned  Alexey,  the 
tzar  nominated  a  prince,  named  Peter,  whom 
Catharine  had  borne  to  him,  to  be  his  fucceffor; 
but   he  died  in  1719.      There   was    now  re* 
maining  only  Alexey's  fon,  Peter's  grandfon,  as 
male  heir  to  the  throne,  and  he  was  extremely 
young,  being  then  [[1719]]  only. four  years  old; 
Peter, -who  felt  that  he  was  not  likely  to  attain  to 
any  great  age,  and  that  he  fhould  not  fee  his 
grandfon  grown  up  to  maturity  for  the  throne, 
was  now  the  more  anxious  to  appoint  a  fit  fuc- 
ceffor.    In  order,  however,  to  be  quite  at  liberty 
to  fix  his  choice  upon  whom  he  would,,  he  pubr 
liflied  in  February  1722  an  extremely  remarkable 
law*,  regarding  the  fucceffion  to  the  throne. 

He 

*  Among  other  things  it  is  therein  faid,  "  that  he  pub-. 
«*  lilhed  this  law,  that  the  children  of  future  monarchs  might 

"  not, 
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He  abolifhed  the  hereditary  fucceflion,  and  or- 
dained, that  every  future  monarch  fhould  be  at 
liberty  to  conftitute  as  fucceffor  to  the  throne,  the 
perfon  whom  he  fhould  deem  molt  fit  and  worthy, 
but  might  revoke  his  choice  if  he  faw  that  the  per- 
fon nominated  was  rendering  himfelf  unworthy  of 
it.  Peter's  intentions  in  framing  this  law  might  be 
very  laudable,  but  it  was  manifeflly  liable  to  be  a 
fource  of  difcord  among  the  members  of  the 
reigning  family,  and  thus  become  dangerous  to 
the  empire.  The  learned  bifhop  Theophanes 
was  ordered  by  Peter  to  compofe  a  work  under 
the  title  of,  "  The  right  of  the  monarch  in  the 
u  arbitrary  appointment  of  a  fucceffor  to  the 
"  empire."  In  the  meantime  Peter  departed  this 
life  without  having  appointed  a  fucceffor ;  and 
Catharine,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Ruffians  at  Ma- 
rienburg  in  1702,  became  emprefs  of  Ruffia. 


"  not,  from  the  diffolute  example  of  Alexey,  fall  into  fimi- 
"  lar  iniquities,  but  be  retrained  from  imitating  him,  by 
"  knowing  that  it  was  in  the  breaft  of  the  reigning  fovc- 
«'  reign  to  deprive  them  of  the  fucccffion." 


•  • 
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.  Having  clofed  the  former  part  of  this  Hiftory 
of  Ruffia  with  a  few  obfervations  on  the  civili- 
zation and  culture  of  the  ruffian  nation,  from 
the  origin  of  the  empire  to  the  time  of  Mikhaila 
Romanof,  I  will  now  prefent  the  reader  with  an 
account  of  the  progrefs  which  the  Ruffians  have 
made  in  a  variety  of  refpe&s  to  the  death  of 
Peter  the  Great,  and  principally  by  his  means* 
Accordingly,  I  {hall  here  attempt  to  give  a  com- 
preffed  reprefentation  of  all  which  that  great 
fovereign  performed  and  regulated.  —  The  ad- 
miniilration  of  government. and  laws,  army  and 
navy,  ecclefiaftical  affairs  and  fciences,  arts,  ma. 
nufa&ures,  trade,  commerce,  handicrafts  and 
ineans.  of  livelihood  in  general,  focial  life  and 
ordinary  intercourfe,  the  cuftoms,  and  manners, 
nay,  the  whole  turn  of  mind  of  the  ruffiaa 
nation  were  within  the  fpace  of  little  more  than 
the  twenty  years  which  Peter  reigned,  either  fa 
changed  or  fo  entirely  new  created  and  formed, 
that  it  is  well  worth  while  to  defcribe  his 
influence  on  thefe  feveral  objefts,  for  (hewing 
what  the  Ruffians  as  a  nation  have  attually 
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gained  By  him.    Previoufly,  however,  fome  few 
things  farther  concerning  his  predeceffors. 

Mikhaila,  the  firft  tzar  of  the  dynafty  Ro- 
xnanof,  acquired  great  merit  by  promoting  the 
ruffian  commerce  with  England  and  Perfia. 
France,  likewife,  in  order,  like  England,  to 
reap  advantage  from  a  nearer  connexion  witK 
Ruffia,  fent  an  ambaffador  to  Mofcb,  and  iii 
1629  a  treaty  of  friendfhip  and  commerce  was 
fettled  between  the  two  countries.  Ai^exey  was 
ftill  more  aftive  in  the  extenfion  of  commerce, 
in  the  adoption  of  arts  and  trades,  than  his 
father  had  been ;  and,  as  his  reign  immediately 
followed  on  turbulent  times,  could  poffibly  be. 
Under  him  Ruffia  became  much  more  ac- 
quainted with  the  reft  of  Europe.  A  ruffian' 
embafTy  travelled  to  Spain,  France,  and  Hol- 
land. In  the  laft-mentioned  country  they  were 
accofted  with  peculiar  liberality  and  friendfhip ; 
hence  they  therefore  took  away  with  them  feveral 
ftip-carpenters  and  failors,  as  Alexey  had  al- 
ready conceived  the  defign  of  caufing  feips  to  be 
built  for  failing  by  the  Volga  into  the  Cafpian. 
Defigning  to  carry  on  by  means  of  that  fea  the 
trade  with  Perfia  fo  very  important  on  account  of 
its  filk,  which  hitherto  had  been  neceffarily  pro* 
fecuted  by  land,  and  which,  befides  that  if 
was  more  expenfive  and  troublefome,  the  roads 

thicher 


tbither  were  now  become  extremely  nniafe,  by 
the  depredations  of  the  kozaks.  He,  therefore^ 
alfo  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Perfia 
in  1667 ;  but  Radzin's  rebellion,  and  his  rob- 
beries in  the  vicinity  of  Afttakhan,  and  the  pi- 
racies committed  by  him  on  the  Cafpian,  de- 
feated this  enterprife,  ere  it  came  into  play. 
Of  longer  duration,  of  incomparably  greater  and 
more  beneficial  influence  on  the  nation,  was  the 
law-book  (called  Ulofhenie,  national  Jaw,)  Which 
Alexey  caufed  to  be  compiled ;  in  which,  though 
the  code  piit  together  by  Ivan  *,  as  well  as  the 
later  ordinances  of  the  tzars,  were  the  ground- 
work of  it,  yet  a  great  number  of  the  laws  were 
altered  and  amended,  adapted  more  to  the  then 
ftate  of  the  nation,  and  feveral  new  ones  were 
added.  This  ftatute-Iaw  affords  abundant  proof, 
that,  from  the  time  of  Ivan,  they  had  learned  to 
decide  more  juftly  concerning  tight  and  wrong, 
and  tb  afcertain  the  punifhments  on  tranfgref- 
fions  of  the  laws  with  more  equity,  difcretion, 
and  moderation.  Thus,  for  example,  it  enaflfs, 
that,  c<  Intentional  miirder  fiiall  be  peremptorily 
cr  punilhed  with  death  in  the  perpetrator,  and 
u  in  thofe  who  have  been  affifting  to  him.4 
cc  Yet  no  vengeance  for  Wood,  and  in  genera!* 


*  Sct'tot'i.'p.  JS<5. 
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**  ho  felf-revenge  is  allowed."--"  If  any  one  be 

> 

"  at  the  fame  tirue  indebted  to  Ruffians,  and  to 
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foreigners,  when  it  comes  to  a  complaint,  the 
foreigners  (hall  have  precedence  in  the  pay- 
"  mem."     In  regard  to  the  impartial  adinini- 
ft  ration  of  juflice  many  found  maxims  are  feen 
in  it :    "  All  matters  between  the  inhabitants,  of 
the   ruffian    empire    (hall    be    decided   with 
juflice.     Foreigners,  and  all  fettlers  (hall  have 
the  very  fame  law,  without  regard  to  friend- 
fhip  or  hatred*.    The  judge  (hall  not  have 
refpeft  to  the  face  of  the  mighty,  and  fhall . 
deliver  the  oppreffed  out  of  the  hands  of  the . 
unjuft.     The  partial  judge,  if  his  iniquity  be. 
clearly  proved,  (hall  pay  to  the  complainant . 
"  threefold  the  demand,  befides  a  fine  or  pe- 
"  nalty  to  the  tzar ;  moreover,  in  cafe  he  be  a 
"  boyar,  a  chamberlain,  or  of  the  council,  he, 
"  fhall  lofe  his  rank ;  if  he  be  an  inferior  he 
"  fhall  be  knooted  publicly  in  the  market,  ind 
"  never   thenceforward   be   employed  in   any 
"  bufinefs."  Other  laws  mud  indeed  be  judged , 
of,  according  to  the  then  date  of  the  ruffian 
nation,  not  according  to  the  times  in  which  we 
live :  thus,  for  inftance,  inftead  of  the  penalty 
of  death  to  be  infli&ed,  as  formerly,  on  the  fecond 

r 

a&  of  theft,  it  was  now  ordained,  that  only  the 
third  theft  (hould  Jre  a  -capital  crime ;  but  that 
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the  thief,  for  the  firft  and  fecond  offence,  fhould  be 
feVerely  corrected,  and  one  of  his  ears  cut  off  as  a 
piark  of  his  guilt,  and  for  the  more  impreflive 
warning  to  others. 

Under  Alexey  a  very  confiderable  trade  was 
opened  with  China,  in  which  the  fiberian  furs 
were  delivered  to  the  Chinefe  in  return  for  filks 

* 

and  other  fluffs,  rhubarb,  &c.  The  ruffian 
yufts,  hemp,  fope,  potafhes,  as  well  as  coarfe 
linen,  were  already  confiderable  articles  of  ex- 
portation :  on  the  other  hand,  many  neceflaries 
were-  brought  from  other  countries,  particu- 
larly from  Sweden  the  iron  that  was  wanted,  of 
which  metal  fo  much  was  afterwards  difcovered 
in  Ruflia.  That ,  the  Ruffians  were  now  grown 
fomewhat  more  attive'  and  induftrious,  was  a 
natural  confequence  of  the  increafing  trade  with 
foreigners.  Yet  their  a&ivity  and  traffic  bore 
no  proportion  with  the  a&ivity  and  induftry  of 
the  other  european  nations  of  that  time.  Fo- 
reigners refided  among  them,  but  the  Ruffians 
held  no  intercourfe  with  them,  except  from  mer- 
cantile views ;  in  all  other  regards  they  looked 
upon  them  with  fcorn.  They  had  the  greateft 
averfiort  to  foreign  manners,  cuftoms,  and  arts, 
and  even  the  form  of  their  clothes  differed  too 
much  frQm  the  foreign  modes  of  drefs  to  allow 
them  any  near  and  familiar  approach.     The 

1 2  ambaffadors 
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ambafiadors  and  their  retinue  excepted,  fcareely 
any  Ruffian  went  abroad ;  and  therefore  nothing 
fliort  of  fuch  a  bold  genius  as  Peter  afterward^ 
proved,  could  have  operated  efficacioufly  on  the 
temper  of  that  nation,  and  in  a  manner  incor- 
porated what  was ,  good  in  other  countries  into 
his  own  people.  Of  the  clergy  nothing  was  to  be 
expefted-  The  generality  of  that  bocjy  of  men 
were  rude,  unformed,  and  ignorant,  and  fo  iili«, 
terate*  that  many  of  them  could  not  write*  The 
fuperior  clergy,  it  is  true,  flood  in  great  refpeft ; 
the  patriarch  was  the  firft  perfon  in  the  empire 
after  the  tzar :  but  the  fpiritual  dominion,  fo 
far  as  it  extended  to  temporal  matters,  had  been 
from  the  remoteft  periods  fo  interwoven  with  the 
maxim  that  the  people  fhould  be  kept  in  igno- 
rance, that  nothing  could  be  hoped  for  from  the 
ruffian  clergy,  until  they  fhould  be  brought  back 
to  their  proper  deftination  of  teachers  appointed 
for  the  moraland  intellectual  improvement  of  the 
nation.  A  blind  attachment  to  theological  tenets, 
the  attendance  on  church  rites,  a  punctual  ob- 
fervance  of  the  fafts,  crofling  themfelves  before 
the  facred  pictures,  and  things  pf  like  import, 
compofed  the  whole  effence  of  religion.  The 
national  character,  however,  of  the  Ruffians  of 
thofe  times  bore  undeniable  marks  of  intrinfic 
worthy    "  If  I  keep  not  my  word,  may  it  turn 

rt  to 
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*  to  my  infamy  V*  This,  which  had  hereto- 
fore been  the  cuftomary  confirmation  of  a  pro- 
tnife#,  was  now  indeed  grown  rather  out  of 
fafhion,  yet' they  ftill  were  much  attached  to 
fidelity  arid  credit.  Numbers  of  their  cuftomi 
could  not  be  indifferent  to  the  formation  of 
chara&er.  Thus,  for  example,  it  was  uiusft  on 
Sundays  for  the  younger  members  of  a  faniily 
to  vifit  the  elders  of  it,  and  to  carry  home  with 
them  many  good  leffon*  from  the  converfation 
of  their  parents  and N  grandparents  f.  There 
was  a  certain  gravity  peculiar  to  the  nation, 
which  indeed  frequently  degenerated  into  aiv 
indolent  and  gloomy  behaviour,  a  formality, 
too  great  an  attachment  to  everything  tradi- 
tionary*  and  an  averfion  to  everything  new,  and 
jiot  indigenous  to  their  country.  In  the  great 
towns  of  the  empire,  as  Novgorod,  Pfcove, '  it 
was  cuftomary  for  all  the  men  about  noon  to 

*  See  vol.  i.  p.  567.  ■  , 

f  Reverence  and  obedieqce  of  children  to  parents  waa 
univerfally  much,  regarded ;  as  is  likewife  feen  from  fome  of 
tlielaws  of  the  land.  For  iriftance,  "  When  children  in- 
w  felt  their  parents,  or  even  ftrfte  them  with  their  hand, 
<*  and  the  parents  make  complaint  of  it,,  tine  children  {hall 
*  beknooted."— "  A  child  that  brings. a  formal  procefs 
*«  againft  his  parent  fhall  not  be  heard,  but  puniflied  with 
«  the  fcnoot,  and  then  delivered  up  to  the  parents.'* 

13  -  afiemble 
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affemble  in  a  public  place,  and  to  difcourfe  tOi 
gether  on  the  various  topics  that  occurred.  Iq 
Mofco,  the  capital  and  the  refidence,  this  was 
done  in  what  was  called  the  beautiful  or  the  red 
place  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tzar's  palace.  Thefe 
meetings  had  much  refemblance  with  the  affem- 
blies  of  merchants  in  large  commercial  towns,  on 
the  exchange,  which  perhaps  might  gradually 
arife  from  the  intermixture  of  foreign  merchants. 
So  in  Mofco  a  variety  of  mercantile  bufmefs  was 
tranfa&ed,  yet  company  and  mutual  converfe 
were  the  primary  motive  of  thefe  affemblies. 
Accordingly,  here  were  not  only  traders,  but 
like  wife  perfons  of  all  ranks,  the  humbleft 
burgher,  as  well  as  the  principal  boyars.  Their 
converfation  turned  on  public  and  domeftic  af- 
fairs, they  made  acquaintance,  imparted  advice 
to  one  another,  and  young  perfons  particularly 
jnight  here  pick  up  much  good  inftriiftion  for 
the  future  management  of  bufmefs  aijd  houfe- 
keeping,  and  a  {tore  of  cautions  confirmed  from 
the  mouth  of  experienced  perfons ;  they  like- 
wife  had  an  opportunity  of  recommending 
themfejves  to  fpme  one  or  other,  or  of  getting 
themfelves  introduced  by  a  friend  to  fuch  as  in 
time  might  be  of  fervice  to  them.  Tzar  Alexey 
himfelf  encouraged  thefe  public  meetings  very 

much, 
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much,  and  was  pleafed  in  hearing  accounts  of 
whatever  patted  in  them  that  was  worthy  of 
notice. 

:  Feodor,  as  has  been  before  pbferved,  princi- 
pally effected  fome  alterations  in  the  notions 
that  were  current  concerning  the  privileges 
arifing  from  pedigree,  and  true  or  falfe  honour 
and  difgrace  among  the  nobility. 

A  late  ruffian  author  draws  the  following 
pi&ufe  of  the  Ruffians  of  that  time :  *'  Their 
"  knowledge  was  certainly  not  multifarious  £ 
"  books  were  not  the  means  by  which  they 
"  gained,  information,  but  the  .  example  of  pa- 
%c  rents  and  education.  They  were  hofpitable 
44  and  courteous  without  felfifhnefs.  To. break 
**  the  word  once  given,  was  reputed  infamous  *. 
*c  Lies,  were  feverely  punifhed  even  in  children. 
?'  In  regard  to  manners  a  certain  uniformity 
"  prevailed,  and  in  general  firmnefs  of  prin- 
ciples, a  naturally  found  underftanding,  and  a 
right  judgment.  Their  induflry  was  folely 
"  confined  to  the  country*produ&s."  The 
name  of  barbarians,   therefore,    cannot    with 

'  *  In  proof  of  this  the  fame  author  obferves,  that  matters 
and  fervants  ufually  bound  themfelves  by  a  written  contract, 
depofited  in  a  public  office.  The  ftrclitzes,  in  thejr  infur- 
re&ion,  burnt  thefe  cohtra&s ;  but  the  fervanta  remained 
true  to  their  mailers  notwithstanding, 
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any  propriety  be  bellowed  on  the  Ruffians  in 
general,  previous  to  the  time  of  Peter ;  though 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that,  in  comparifon  with 
ether,  european  nations  of  the  lame  period,  the  - 
Englifh,  French,  Germans,  &c.  they  were  feme 
centuries  behind  in  point  of  civilization,  and 
that,  particularly  in  the  inland  provinces,  pro* 
found  ignorance,  untradablenefs,  floih,  and,  in 
part  alfo,  real  barbarifrn  prevailed. 

I  come  now  to  the  age  of  Peter,  to  fpeak  of 
what  his  people  gained  by  him  in  point  of  cul- 
ture. As  far  as  related  to  the  government, 
the  alterations  that  Peter  made  in  it  v?ere  cer« 
tainly  advantageous  to  the  improvement  of  the 
nation.  The  entire  government  in  all  its  parts 
had  hitherto  ever  been  defpotic.  The  boyars, 
who  fat  at  the  helm  of  the  ftate  in  the  capital, 
as  well  as  the  viceroys  in  the  provinces,  de- 
cided, commanded,  and  a&ed  according  to  their 
own  humours.  Peter  abrogated  what  was  called 
the  boyarfkoi  dvor,  or  court  of  boyars,  which 
had  hitherto  conftituted  the  miniftry  of  the  tzar, 
and  without  the  content  whereof  nothing  could 
be  enabled ;  appointing  in  its  plac$  a  *  senate 

*  All  the  decrees  of  government,  accordingly,  began 
with  thefe  words :  £7  command  of  the  tzar,  and  with  the 
approbation  of  the  boyars, 

dependant 
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dependant  on  the  monarch,  an4  at  the  fame  time 
ten  imperial  colleges,  each  having  its  own  proper 
bufmefs  within  its  peculiar  department.    In  thefe 
no  determination  could  be  made  by  any  one 
perfon,  but  the  members  were  to  deliver  their 
fentiments  in  general  confultation,  and  to  pror 
nounce  upon  thequeftion  by  the  majority  of  voices. 
The  administration  or  justi<*e  lil^ewife 
was  an  objed  that  Peter  was  very  defirousof 
correding  for  the  benefit  of  his  country;  for, 
as  many  of  his  predeceflbrs  had  already  found 
fhetnfeives  under  the  neceffity  of  preventing  m- 
juftice  m  the  courts  by  laws  and  penalties,  fo 
Peter  alfo  was  well  aware  that  this  fpecies  of. 
iniquity  was  extremely  frequent.     He  therefore 
aboliflied  moft  of  the  fees  and  perquifites  of  the 
courts,  that  the  poor  might  not  be  prevented 
from  having  recourfe  to  law  for  obtaining  their 
right,'  for  fear  of  the  expence.     He  published 
an  amended  mode  of  proceedings.    He  infilled 
inflexibly  that  ft  rid  ?nd  impartial  juftice  lhould 
be  administered ;  and  when  any  judge  was  found 
guilty  of  taking  bribes,  of  pronouncing  fentence 
from  favour*  or  affedion,  ,or  of  oppreffing  the 
poor,  he  punifhed  him  with  great  feverity  and 
without  fefped  of  perfon  *•  ■ —  It  was  his  en- 
deavour 

*  Thus,    for  inflance,    Mentchikof^    that   all-powerful 

ferourite  of  the  fcsar,  on  account  of  his  underhand  deal- 

*  •  ■ 

ings, 
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deavour  therefore  to  fecure  the  common  mar* 
from  oppreffion,  to  protect  the  poor  among  the 
people  from  their  fuperiors,  and  to  provide  that 
even  in  the  mod  indigent  inhabitant  of  the  empire 
humanity  fhould  be  honoured  and  be  fcreened 
from  injuftice  and  arbitrary  power. 
.  There  had  been  great  deficiences  in  the  re- 
venues of  the  empire  till  his  time ;  as,  from 
the  bad  method  employed,  in  railing  them,  and 
from  worfe  management  afterwards,  a  confider- 
able  part  remained  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
had  the  fuperintendance,  fo  that  at  laft  very 
little  came  into  the  tzar's  treafury ;  he  made  it 
Us  bufinefs  to  reduce  this  important  concern  of 
government  into  better  order.  Whereby  like- 
wife  the  people  were  gainers,  by  being  lefs  bur* 
dened,  as  a  greater  regularity  prevailed,  and  the 
receivers  were  under  clofer  observation. 

That  even  the  law-book,  which  had  been 
compiled  in  the  reign  of .  Alexey,  from  which  I 
have  already  quoted  a  few  fpecimens,  was  (UU 
in  want  of  many  corrections;  that  chicanery  was 
not  by  far  fufficiently  guarded  againft  in  it,  and 


ings,  forfeited  his  fine  eftates  in  the  Ukraine,  and  moreover 
was  obliged  to  pay  a  fine  of  200,000  rubles.  1722.  Peter 
taufed  other  partial  judges  to  be  knooted,  turned  them  Qut, 
banifhed  them  to  Siberia,  and  confiscated  their  eftates. 

that 
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that  it  was  not  dccifive  in  all  cafes,  had  long 
been  manifeft.  Peter  here  too  made  it  his  en* 
deavour  to  promote  the  interefts  of  his  people. 
He  framed  feveral  ftatutes  and  ordinances  that 
do  honour  to  him  as  a  lawgiver ;  but  they  re- 
lated only  to  particular  objefts.  He  afterwards, 
however,  was  defirous  of  giving  out  an  entirely 
new  colle&ion  of  laws,  completely  adapted  to 
the  wants  and  condition  of  the  nation*  appointed 
a  commiffion  for  that  purpofe  in  1718,  with  in* 
ftru&ions  to  get  it  ready,  and  to  take  for  the 
bafis  of  it  the  law-book  that  had  been  hitherto 
in  ufe.  He  encouraged  and  affifted  this  com- 
miffion by  every  means  in  his  power,  and  among 
other  things  commanded,  that  the  judges  fhould 
in  all  cafes  ftridly  adhere  to  the  letter  of  the 
law.  But  it  is  probable  that  the  commiffioners 
were  not  actuated  by  the  fame  zeal  and  ardour 
with  the  great  fovereign  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country. .  They  were  at  work  five  whole  years* 
and  then  declared,  [1723,3  that  the  old  law- 
book could  not  ferve  as  a  foundation;  and  that 
the  bafis '  of  it  muft  be  laid  on  a  plan  entirely 
new.  Peter,  to  this  end,  fele&ed  the  danifh 
code,  adverting  to  the  alterations  necefiary  to  be 
made  for  his  empire  and  his  nation.  But  —  juft 
as  the  commiffion  were  on  the  point  of  refuming 
their  labours  —  he  died,  and  left  the  continu- 

atioo 
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ation  and  completion  of  the  reform  of  lawt, 
tirhich  he  had  fo  much  wifhed,  and  towards  which 
he  had  done  fo  much,  to  his  fuecetfbrs. 

Thus  therefore  the  affairs  of  government  ae» 
quired  a  more  orderly  form,  better  fuited  lo  a 
civilized  people,  the  fubje&s  now  dire&ed  their 
obedience  rather  to  the  laws,  than  to  the  will 
and  caprice  of  their  fuperiors,  even  the  poor  and 
lower  orders  had  fome  pretentions  to  right  and 
juftice,  the  taxes  came  with  fewer  fubtra&ions 
into  the  treafury  -  of  the  fovereign,  and  m  the 
collecting  of  them  there  was  lefs  opportunity  fo* 
*fls  of  oppreffion.  All  which  muft  have  had  great 
influence  on  the  rational  formation  of  his  people. 

The  improvements,  introduced  into  the  ruffian 
army  I  have  already  feveral  times  had  occafian 
to  mention ;  and  in  this  refpeft  like  wife  Peter* 
put  his  nation  on  a  different  footing.    If  war, 
if  (landing  armies  be  once  admitted  as  necefiary' 
evils,    then  certainly  it  is  meritorious  in  that 
niier  who   endeavours  to  give  hU  fubjetts  a 
more  thorough  knowledge  of  military  art.     Tu- 
multuous and  irregular  attacks  ceafed  in  Peter's 
time  to  be  the  method  by  which  the  fate  of 
a  battle  was  decided.    He  introduced  the  know- 
ledge of  artillery,  the  conftru&ion  and  defence 
of  batteries,  fortifications,  land  entrenchments, 
regularity  and  order  in  the  attack,  in  the  battle, 

and 
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and  even  in  retreat;  and,  by  the  art  of  fighting 
now  pra£Ufad,  the  number  of  the  killed  is  not 
fo  great  as  formerly  it  was  from  the  irregular 
manner  of  combat,  Peter,  therefore,  was  in 
reality,  providing  for  the  culture  of  his  nation, 
by  taking  experienced  foreign  officers  into  his 
fervice,  and  by  the  Ruffians,  whom  he  fent  to 
travel  abroad,  he  encouraged  and  promoted  the 
true  art  of  war  among  his  people.  From  all 
experience  it  appears,  that  chofe  troops  are  the 
braved  where  the  ftri&eft  fubordination  prevails* 
Such  troops,  for  example,  were  the  fwedifh 
under  Charles  XII.  and  they  were  on  that  ac- 
count extremely  formidable.  The  ruffian  fol* 
diery,  prior  to  Peter,  were  but  little  acquainted 
with  this  quality  fo  neceflary  to  an  army ;  and 
the'  lamentable  confequences  were  clearly  feen 
<rven  before  Narva.  Where  genuine  valour  fub- 
fifts,  a  well-difciplined  army  never  exerdies 
cruelties  againft  a  foe,  not  even  in  the  enemy's 
country.  ,  But  how  furious  and  favage  were  the 
ruffian  fojdiers  pre\flous  to  Peter!  how  ungo* 
vernable  the  ftfglitzes !  Patkul  even  frequently 
cppiplains  in  his  letters,  that  the  ruffian  feUier 
never  knows  how  to  behave  in  the  enemy's 
cgnxury,  aftipg  cruelly  even  to  the  unarmed* 
At  the  taking  of  Narva,  [1704,]  it  was  in  vain 
that  Peter  attempted  by  words  to  put  a  flop  to 

the 
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the  plundering,  the  ill  ufage,  and  the  violences 
fcdmmitted  by  his  foldiers,  he  was  forced  to  cut 
down  fome  of  them  with  his  own  hand  —  as  a 
warning  to  others,     Peter  was  particularly  care- 
ful to  correct  his  foldiers  of  their  favage  cruelty, 
a  relift  from  the  wars  of  the  Ruffians  with  the 
Tartars,   that  they  might  be  brave  but  at  the 
feme  time  humane.     For  the  better  guidance 
of  their  conduft,  he  therefore  publilhed  a  fyftem 
of  martial  law.  —  Even  his  triumphal  procef- 
fions^were  calculated  to  fpread  among  his  fol- 
diers a  fpirit  of  true  courage,  (hewing  that  they 
ought  not  to  behave  like  robbers  and  aflaffins, 
but  regard  themfelves  as  the  defenders  of  the 
country,  and  after  this  juft  notioirform  themfelves 
into  valiant,  but  humane  and  generous  warriors. 
That  Peter  fully  attained  this' end  I  fliall  not  pre- 
tend to  affirm,  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  fuch 
devaftations  as  were  committed  by  the  ruffian 
troops  in  Sweden,  rauft  rafter  incite  and  nourifli 
ferocity  and  favage  cruelty  than  courage  among 
the  foldiers.    Yet  certainly  the  Ruffians,  con- 
fictered  as  foldiers,  were  rendered  by  Peter  not 
only  more  bold  and  courageous,  but  alfo,  which  is 
doubtlefs  of  greater  value,  far  better  difcipKned, 
and  of  more  civil  manners  than  they  were  before 
him. 

One 
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One  thing  that  Peter  had  in  view  by  hia 
wars  was  to  introduce  a  greater  degree  of  ac- 
tivity among  his  people  $  it  was  alfo  a  primary 
objett  with  him  in  creating  a  navy,  and  in 
founding  St.  Peterfburg,  as  a  new  commercial 

.  town  in  the-  vicinity  of  the  Baltic.  Were  it 
true,  as  has  been  afferted,  that  in  his  early 
youth  he  was  uncommonly  afraid  of  the  water, 
and  had  therefore  to  conquer  his  difpofition. 
before  he  could  bring  himfelf  to  go  on  board 
of  a  ftip,  it  would  be  ftill  the  more  admirable, 
that  the  convi&ion  that  a  fleet  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  his  country,  and  contribute  to  their 
moral  improvement,  ihould  bring  him  to'th£ 
rdfolution  of  getting  the  better  of  that  averfion. 
On  his  acceflion  to  the  government,  he  found 
not  the  flighteft  preparations  towards  a  navy, 
but  created  himfelf  a  fleet  and  an,  admiralty,  as 
well  as  by  the -harbours  which  he  conquered  in 
the  B&ltic,  and  by  his  "newly  founded  city,  he 
conferred  upon  his  country  a  far  greater  oppor- 
tunity for  commerce  and  dealings  with  other 
nations,,  as  a  vent  for  the  produ&s  and  manu- 
factures of  it,  and,  therefore,  at  the  fame  time 
rouzed  their  aftivity  ftill  farther. 
..  In  regard  to  religion,  Peter  unqueftionably 
had  clearer  perceptions  than  any  of  his  prede- 

.  ceffors  on  the  throne  of  the  tzars.    His  good 

natural 
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natural  under  (landing,  his  found  judgment,  pre* 
bably  too  his  travels,  and  his  intercoorfe  with 
foreigners,  and  with  men  of  all  ranks,  and  of  the 
different  creeds,  taught  him  very  foon  to  diftin- 
guifh  religiqn  from  church-rites,  to  difcriminate 
between  the  leflbns  of  Chrift  and  the  do&rines 
of  the  fchools,  and  to  form  juft  ideas  of  what 
conftitutes  the  true  effence  and  fpirit  of  reli- 
gion *.  It  had  (truck  him  forcibly,  while  yet 
very  young,  that  ecclefiaftical  authority  could 
have  no  good  political  tendency,  unlefs  it  were 
entirely  fubofdinate  to  the  temporal  power. 
The  ruffian  prelates,  efpecially  the  patriarchs  at 
Mofco*  ihared  with  the  tzars  the  fupreme  com-* 
mand.  The  patriarch  Philaretes,  as  I  have  faid 
before,  was  held  in  the  higheft  veneration  by 
tzar  Mikhaila  his  fon,  and,  though  not  in  name, 
was  actually  co-fovereign.    The  fucceeding  pa- 

*  As  an  in  (lance  of  his  firmneft  of  mind,  the  following 
anecdote  is  related.  Once  as  he  lay  very  fick,  it  was  re- 
presented to  him,  that  he  mould  now,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  former  tzars,  grant  a  free  pardon  to  fever*] 
capital  delinquents,  in  order  by  this  .pious  aft  to  obtain  front 
God  the  fpeedier  reftoration  of  his  health.  Inftead  of  fbl* 
lowing* this  fuperflitious  advice,  he  commanded  thefe  culprits 
to  be  immediately  brought  to  trial,  and  if  they  were  found 
guilty,  to  lofe  no  time  in  executing  fentence  upon  them,  a* 
he  hoped  that  this  would  be  more  agreeable  to  God  thaa 
the  letting  fuch  rafcals  loofe  again  upon  the  wodd. 

triarchs 
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triarchs  were  never  by  their  own  confeql  of  lefs 
confideratyon  than  Philaretes.  -—  This  was  par- 
ticularly the  cafe  with  Nicon,  patriarch  of  Ruffia 
under  Alexey  (from  1652  to  1658).  Undoubt- 
edly he  had  the  principal  (hare  in  quelling  the 
novgorodian  infurre/Sion  *,  and  his  conduct  on 
that  oceafion  was  highly  laudable  f.  But  a? 
foon  as  the  title  of  patriarch  was  conferred  upon 
him,  he  wanted  to  be  fomething  more  than  pri- 
mate of  ^the  clergy,  he  required  that  his  voice 
fliould  be  of  greater  weight  in  matters  of  govern- 
ment than  that  of  others ;  and,  on  finding  that 
his  advice  was  not  followed  in  all  things,  he 
voluntarily  refigned  the  patriarchate  and  retired 
into  a  monaftery  which  he  had  previously  built. 
But  even  here  he  would  not  be  quiet  }  by  his 
fpiritual  prick  he  offended  tzar  Alexey,  and  was 
continually  affronting  the  great  men  of  the 
court,  till  at  length  he  was  formally  depofed 

*  See  before,  p.  i"8.  of  this  volume.  K 

f  It  is  faid  of  him*  that  during  a  fcarcity  at  Novgorod, 
he  let  no  poor  perfon  go  from  him  without  a  good  bellyfull* 
that  he  diftributed  every  day  money  and  bread  among  the 
neceffitous,  founded  four  poor-houfes,  vifited  the  prifoners, 
punifhed  their  vices,  fet  the  innocent  at  liberty,  and  was 
the  common  prote&or  of  the  poor  againft  their  hard  maf- 
ters.  At  Mofco,  likewife,  Nicon  made  it  his  bufinefs  to 
receive  all  petitions  addreffed  to  the  tzar,  and  on  a  certain 
day  in  the  week  to  deliver  them  to  him. 

vol.  11.  k  from 
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from  the  patriarchate,  and  degraded  to  what  he 
had  originally  been,  a  fimple  monk  £  1666]. 
Nicon  was  the  author  of  much  good  while  arch* 
bifliop  of  Novgorod ;  and  he  afterwards  attempted 
fome  reforms  in  regard  to  devotional  books,  in- 
troduced the  greek  church-mufic,  hitherto  only 
ufed  in  Kief,  into  the  reft  of  Ruflia,  and  thus, 
as  chief  religious  teacher  of  the  empire,  fhewed 
himfelf  attive  for  the  improvement  of  what  is 
called  divine  fervice;  he  even  frequently  deli- 
vered fermons,  (at  that  time  a  praftice  extremely 
rare,)  and,  as  he  was  a  very  eloquent  man,  and 
highly  reverenced  by  the  people,  effected  much 
good. 

But  Nicon's  hiftory  throughout  was  a  very 
important  example  to  fovereigns  of  what  an 
inordinate  fpiritual  power  may  lead  to,  and  a 
convincing  proof  that  the  patriarchs  might  very 
eafily  become  rivals  of  the  aythority  due  only 
to  the  tzar  *.  Peter,  therefore,  from  this  ex- 
ample, deduced  the  maxim,  that  it  would  cer* 

« 

*  To  what  length  the  patriarchs  had  extended  their 
power,  may  be  judged  of  by  this  among  other  circum- 
'  fiances,  that,  on  Palm-funday,  when  a  proceflion  was 
held,  the  tzar  not  only  went  on  foot,  while  the  patriarch 
rode,  but  was  even  obliged  to  lead  the  horfeof  the  fpiritual 
cavalier  by  the  bridle.  —  Can  it  be  a  queftion,  whether, 
at  leaft  on  that  day,  the  patriarch  was  not  greater  than  the 
fovereign  lit  the  eyes  of  the  populace  ? 
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tainly  be  better  not  to  leave  any  longer  the 
fupreme  fpiritual  power  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle 
perfon,  left,  by  infenfible  degrees,  a  pope  might 
grow  up,in  Ruffia,  (haring  the  fovereignty  with 
the  monarch,  or  even  fet  him  at  defiance  and 
direftly  oppofe  him.  It  was  neceffary  for  him, 
however,  to  proceed  ilowly  and  warily  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  plan :  fo,  therefore,  he  did,  and 
in  that  particular  likewife  fhewed  bimfelf,  though 
an  enterprifmg,  yet  a  fagacious  monarch,  know- 
ing how  to  prepare  his  people  for  the  regula- 
tions he  was  meditating,  to  introduce.  The 
patriarch  Adrian  had  died  in  1700 ;  and,  though 
Peter  was  even  then  already  firmly  refolved  not 
to  confer  that  dignity  again,  yet  he  did  not 
proceed  immediately  to  put  his  refolution  in 
force.  He  excufed  himfelf  for  the  prefent,  from 
the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  brought  on  him  by 
the  war,  as  not  being  able  to  attend  with  proper 
earneftnefs  to  fo  important  a  matter  as  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  perfon  to  fill  the  patriarchal 
throne.  —  Having  thus  gained  time,  he  now 
gradually  brought  on  the  intended  alteration. 
He  began  by  conftituting  an  adminiftrator  of 
the  patriarchal  fun&ions,  with  power,  however, 
of  deciding  in  very  indifferent  matters  alone,  to 
confult  on  more  important  affairs  with  other 
bifhops,  and  ultimately  to  refer  everything  to 
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the  determination  of  the  tzar.  Thus  the  nation 
was  by  little  and  little  accuftomed  to  live  with- 
but  a  patriarch.  And  when  at  length  he  thought 
it  now  time  to  be  able  to  go  through  with  his 
alteration,  he  proclaimed,  m  January  1721,  that 
tfce  patriarchal  dignity  was  abolifhed,  and  in  its 
ftead,  for  the  future,  the  government  of  the 
church  was  to  be  conduced  by  a  fpiritual  con- 
fiftory  compofed  of  feveral  members.  This  con- 
,  fiftory,  at  the  fittings  whereof  Peter  himfelf  fre- 
quently attended,  obtained  the  title  of  the  holy 
directing  Synod,  was  immediately  under  the 
tzar,  who  appointed  the  tnenibers  of  it.  In 
this  manner  Peter  recovered  to  the  fovereigns 
of  Ruffia  *the  fupremacy  of  the  church,  and 
made  his  people  independent  on  the  defpotifm 
of  the  fprrJtual  power ;  and  all  this  was  effefted 
by  Peter,  who  owed*  riothing  to  others  for  the 
forming  of  his  mind,  at  a  time  when  Lewis  XIV. 
was  entirely  governed  by  his  clergy,  and  fuf- 
fered  a  great  part  of  his  fubje&s  to  be  hunted 
out  of  the  country  on  account  of  religion,  a 
'proceeding  not  lefs  impolitic  than  unjuft,  and 
therefore  contrary  to  religion.  Peter  alfo  de- 
termined to  reform  the  monasteries,  to  diminilh 
the  number  of  rnonks  and  nuns,  and  fo  rendefr 
the  religious  houfes  lefs  hurtful  to  population, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  affign  ufeful  employ- 
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xnents  to  their  inhabitants,  of  whom  he  exprefsty 
fays,  in  his  decree,  that  the  majority  are  lazy 
drones-  All  thofe  monks  who  entered  the  con* 
vent  not  to  ftudy  there, ,  and  hereafter  to  become 
bifhops  (as  in  Ruffia  the  offices  of  the  fuperior 
clergy  ^re  filled  by  regulars),  were  now  to  em* 
ploy  themfelves  in  nurfing  and  waiting  on  the 
poor  as  well  as  difbanded  foldiers,  who,  for  that 
purpofe  were  to  be  diftributed  among  the  mo- 
naileries.  The  nuns  were  to  keep  fchools  for 
poor  girls,  to  teach  them  female  works,  and 
likewife  to  admit  and  fuccour  the  poor  of  their 
own  fex.  —  Unfortunately,  however,  thefe  re- 
gulations of  Peter,  in  regard  to  religious  houfes 
of  all  denominations,  produced  but  little  effett, 
as  he  died  the  fame  year  in  which  he  decreed 
them. 

His  toleration  had  ftill  a  greater  influence 
on  the  intellectual  improvement  of  his  people, 
by  which  he  allowed  chriftians  #,  who  were  not. 
of  the  greek  perfuafion,  to  build  churches  in 
feveral  parts  of  his  empire,  and  Ruffians  of 
either  fex  to  marry  with  perfons  of  other  com- 
munions. This  indeed  excited  the  .zealous  fury 
of  the  major  part  of  the  clergy.  Peter,  however, 


1 
1 
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Only  he  would  by  no  means  tolerate  the  jefuits  in 
his  country.  He  was  not  pleafed  while  at  the  court  of 
Vienna,  becaufe,  as  he  faid,  he  met  jefuits  everywhere.  N 
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would  not  be  difturbed  at  it,  but .  purfued  his 
courfe,  aflbciating  with  heretics,  though  for  fo 
doing  he  had  the  name  of  Antichrift  beftowed 
on  him,  and  biblical  paffages  concerning  Anti- 
chrift dire&ly  applied  to  him.  He  rieverthelefs. 
attained  his  aim,  by  habituating  his  nation  gradu- 
ally to  think  more  reafonably,  and  even  to  con- 
fort  familiarly  with  the  profeflbrs  of  a  different 
creed.  In  order,  likewife,  to  make  his  people 
acquainted  with  what  was  contained  in  the  bible, 
and  confequently  with  the  doctrines  of  religion 
and  what  has  been  in  aftertimes  added  to  them, 
he  caufed  the  Bible  to  be  tranflated  and  printed 
in  the  fclavonian  language.  This  however  wept 
on  fo  tedioufly,  from  the  continued  oppofition 
of  the  clergy,  that  only  the  new  teftament  was 
finifhed  before  his  death,  of  which  he  had  the 
copies  fetched  from  the  prefs  as  faft  as  they  were 
ready,  and  difperfed  among  the  people.  —  Even 
the  clergy  were  benefited  under  Peter,  as  he 
held  worthy  perfons  of  that  denomination  in 
high  efteem.  Theopl&nes,  a  learned  and  elo- 
quent divine,  who  had  fpent  three  years '  at 
Rome,  and  had  improved  himfelf  by  travel,  at* 
tended  him  in  his  campaign  againft  the  Tui^ks, 
gave  him  very  attive  affiftance  in  his  reforms  of 
the  clergy,  and.  was  appointed  conjointly  with 
the  archbifliop  of  Novgorod,  vice-prefident  ojf 

the 


HISTORY   OF    RUSSIA.  1 35 

the  fynod.  —  Befides  this  meritorious  prelate, 
Peter's  reforms  produced  feveral  rational  and 
learned  members  among  the  clerical  order. 

From  all  this  it  may  be  inferred,  that  Peter 
not  only  removed  what  was  detrimental  to  the 
ftate  in  it,  while  the  ecclefiaftical  authority  was 
diftinft  from  the  temporal,  but  that  he  likewife 
contributed  much  to  eradicate  the  extravagant 
and  pernicious  opinion  of  the  fan&ity  of  an  in- 
a&ive  monadic  life,  to  accuftom  his  people  to 
toleration  for  perfons  of  a  different  faith,  and  to 
open  their  eyes  concerning  what  was  religion 
and  what  had  been  grafted  upon  it. 

Arts  and  sciences  in  Ruffia  were  {till  in 
their  infancy  previous  to  the  reign  of  Peter. 
That  prince  in  thefe  likewife  began  to  do  forne*fc 
thing  for  his  country,  and  to  lay  the  foundation 
in  this  refped  to  farther  improvement.  He  en- 
dbwed  at  Peterfburg  a  feminary  for  future  navi- 
gators, as  well  as  a  mathematical  fchool  at 
Mofco.  He  caufed  fome  public  libraries  to  be 
fet  up,  inftituted  a  mufeum  at  St.  Petersburg, 
for  which  he  collected  productions  of  nature 
and  art  himfelf  on  his  travels,  fetched  other  col- 
lections from  abroad,  and  at  the  fame  time  made 
it  a  repofitory  for  all  kinds  of  natural  produ&s 
found  in  the  ruffian  empire.  This  inftitution 
he  devoted  to  the  nation  at  large.    Every  one 
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had  free  entrance  here,  and  by  the  contempla- 
tion of  nature,  or  the  works  of  human  indufhy, 
might  acquire  jufter  conceptions  and  an  encou- 
ragement to  aftivity.  He  provided  a  ruffian 
printing-office,  caufed  ufeful  books  *  to-be  tranf- 
lated  from  foreign  languages  into  rufs,  and, 
by  means  of  the  prefs,  difperfed  them  among  • 
bis  people.  The  academy  of  fciences  at  St.  Pe* 
teriburg,  founded  by  him,  and  which  has  always 
contributed  in  an  uncommon  degree  to  extend 
the  knowledge  of  Ruffia  among  foreigners  as 
well  as  natives,  was  enjoined  by  his  plan  to 
write  learned  books,  afterwards  to  translate  thetn 
into  the  vulgar  tongue,  that  they  might  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  common  people,  particu- 
larly of  the  youth.  The  obfervatory  which  he 
had  infpe&ed  at  Paris  on  his  fecond  journey 
through  a.  part  of  Europe,  raifed  in  him  a  wifh 
to  have  a  like  beneficial  eftablifliment ;  and  pre- 
fently  after  his  return  an  obfervatory  was  built 
it  St.  Peterfburg.  He  himfelf  took  great  pains 
to  acquaint  himfelf  with  the  courfe  of  the  hea- 
venly bodies,  and  when  he  had  acquired  fome 

*  Writings  in  the  departments  of  hiftory,  of  fortification, 
of  the  engineer ;  on  mechanics  and  arts  in  general ;  ca* 
lendars,  almanacs,  &c.  were  the  firfl  works  that  were 
printed  at  this  printing-office,  moftly  at  the  inftance  and 
fele&ion  of  the  tzar. 
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knowledge  of  aftron&my,  frequently  converfed 
on  it  with  the  great  men  of  hi*  court,  in  order    - 
to  expand  their  ideas  a  little ;  telling  them,  for 
inftance,  that  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  or  the  moon 
was  an  appearance  altogether  as  natural  as  rain 
or  funflune,  of  which  it  was  then  as  difficult  to 
perfuade  the   Ruffians,   as  it  has,  even  more 
recently,  been  found  to   convince  the  natives 
in  other  countries.     Peter,  who  was  ever  ready 
as  much   as   poflible   to   combat   and   deftroy 
fuperftition,  ordered  it  to  be  publicly  announced, 
in  1715,  that  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  would  happen 
on  fuch  a  day,  in  order  to  make  it  apparent  that 
this  event  was  not  ominous  of  any  difafter,  or  an 
awful  menace   of  divine  judgments.      As  the 
obfervatory  of  St.  Peterfburg  was  a  fruit  of  his 
travels,  he  had  .likewife,  on  his  firft  and  fecond 
journey,  procured  artifts  and  men  of  letters  in 
England,  Holland,  Germany  and  France,  whom 
he  fent  into  his  empire  on  terms  very  agreeable 
to  them,  that  they  might  contribute  bj  their 
writings,  or  by  the  exercife  of  their  arts,  and  by 
inftru&ibn  imparted  to  the  young  Ruffians,  to 
the  improvement  of  the  nation.     For  the  fame  * 
reafon  youths  were  felefted  and  fent  to  travel  at 
his  expence  in  foreign  countries.     And  as,  by 
means  of  his  good  natural  understanding,  he 
very  Toon  acquired  a  knowledge  of  feveral  arts 
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and  fciences,  he  prefer  jbed  to  the  young  perfons 
.  whom  he  had  fent  abroad,  what  they  were  par- 
ticularly to  ftudy,  examined   them   himfelf  on 
their  return,    obferved  whether  they  had  pro- 
perly employed  their  opportunities  of  learning, 
or  had  paffed  the  time  in .  idldhefs ;  the  expert; 
he  put  into  places  that  fuited  their  attainments, 
encouraged  and  promoted  them,  and  puni(hed 
the  unimproved  by  taking  no  farther  notice  of 
them,  or  by  afligning  to  them  pofts  in  which 
they  could  get  neither  honour  nor  profit.     For 
the  more  general  cultivation  of  the  Ruffians,  it 
were  indeed  to  be  wifhed  that  their  famous  fove- 
reign  Peter  had  beftowed  greater  care  on  the 
firft  education,  on  the  elementary  inftitution  of 
the  youth  in  fchools.     Though  both  his  father 
and  his  brother  had  already  done  fomething  in 
this  refpeft  by  ere&ing  fome  fchools  and  infti- 
tutions  for  the  information  of  youth ;  yet  it  was 
but  a  very  fmall  beginning.      On  the  whole, 
mod  of  the  fchools  in  Ruffia',  even  in  the  time  of 
Peter,  were  upon  a  very  miferable  footing ;  and 
Peter,  who  gave  himfelf  fo  much  concern  on  a 
variety  of  objects,  did  here  far  lefs  than  could 
have  been  wiflied,  and  than  he  perhaps  would 
have  done  if  he  hacl  attained  to  a  greater  age. 
Under  him,  indeed,  it  muft  be  owned,  though 
without  his  concurrence,  and  only  by  accident, 
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feme  fcattered  rays  of  reafon  and  moral  light 
pierced  even  to  the  inclement  regions  of  Siberia : 
as  the  fwedifh  prifoners  who  were  fent  thither 
by  Peter,  and  particularly,  the  officers,  erefted 
fchools  in  thofe  frozen  climes,  and  inftru&ed  the 
natives  in  many  ufeful  branches  of  knowledge  *• 
Even  thefe  unfortunate  perfons,  who  did  not 
obtain  permiffion  to  return  to  Sweden  till  the 
peace  of  Nyftadt,  contributed,  therefore,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  drive  ignorance  out  of  Ruffia. 

Manufactures,  trades,  mechanical 
arts,  businesses,  and  objects  of  industry 
of  all  kinds,  were  the  principal  aim  of  Peter's 
aftive  mind ;  and  doubtlefs  in  thefe  refpe&s  he 

* 

cultivated  his  nation  greatly  more,  and  advanced 
it  higher  than  it  had  been  before.  His  having 
himfelf  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  generality 
of  matters  of  that  nature,  his  having  always  been, 
while  on  his  travels,  an  inquifitive  and  attentive 
obferver  of  everything  that  related  to  them,  not 
unfrequently   himfelf   putting  a  hand    to   th$ 

*  As  one  inftance,  among  the  reft,  von  Vreech,  a  fwediih 
captain,  in  1 713  founded  a  fchool  at  Tobolik,  where  the 
fcholars  were  taught  chriflianity,  writing,  reading,  and 
arithmetic,  the  german,  latin,  and  french  languages,  geo- 
graphy, geometry,  and  drawing.  In  this  fchool  were  feea 
children  from  all  parts  of  the  empire. 
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worfc.  *,  and  concerning  himfelf  in  general  about 
the  minuted  trifles,  as  well  as  about .  the  greater 
parts  and  the  whole,  muft  unquestionably  have 
had  a  vaft  influence  ob  the  progrefs  of  his  people, 
among  whom  it  was  his  endeavour  to  tranfplanc 
whatever  was  good  and  ufeful  among  foreigners. 
And,  while  a  traveller,  he  obferved,  examined, 
and  informed  himfelf  thoroughly  of  everything 
that  fell  under  his  notice,  in  order  to  employ  and 
to  apply  what  he  had  feen  for  the  benefit  of  his 
empire  t>  healfo  fent  young  Ruffians  into  foreign 

countries 

*  It  is  well  known  that  both  in  Holland  and  in  England 
fee  not  only  caufed  himfelf  to  be  fliewn  what  was  mo(l  ma- 
teriafin  the  dockyards,  but  even  worked  at  the  feveral  bufi* 
ikeffes  with  his  own  hands.  According  to  our  countryman, 
captain  Perry,  whom  Peter  took  with  him  from  London  to 
Ruflia  as  an  engineer,  there  was  no  kind  of  work,  from  the 
cafling  of  cannons  to  the  making  of  ropes,  that  furnifhed 
anything  to  {hip-building,  ia  which  Peter  Jiad  not  acquired 
the  cleared  notion  of  every  particular,  and  had  even  fet  his 
hand  to  work  at.  .Even  in  Ruflia  he  executed  fomething  or 
other  in  every  workfhop  that  he  vifited ;  onewhile  ham- 
mering iron  as  a  fmith,  at  .another  employed  as  a  carpenter  ; 
he  once  even  built  a  whole  wall  with  bricks :  but  his  fa- 
vourite bufinefs  was  that  of  a  fhipwright. 

+  He  even  fent  a  model  of  a  coffin  to  Ruflia.  In  general, 
nothing  appeared  to  him  fo  infignificant  as  that  he  did  not 
▼ouch fafe  it  his  attention,  as  foon  as  he  thought  that  any 
J>enefit  might  arife  out  of  it  to  his  country.     Thus,  fliortly 
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countries  to  ftudy  and  follow  the  art  of  Ship- 
building, and  other  ufeful  occupations,  that  at 
their  return  they  might  teach  others ;  and  for 
the  fame  purpofe  took  into  his  pay  many  foreign- 
ers, emigrant  Frenchmen,  Scotfmen  and  Ger- 
mans,  among  whom  were  feveral  very  able  men. 
m  He  put  the  manufa&ory  of  fxnall  arms  upoa  an 
excellent  footing,  fet  up  forges  for  anchors,  ahd 
built  a  number  of  mills,  inftituted  manufactories 
for  linen,  failcloth,  cordage,  filfc  and  woollen 
fluffs,  built  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Pcterif- 
burg  a  multitude  of  brick  and  tile  kilns  $  i*d 
a&ing  differently  from  Chartes  X1L  who  opa- 
quered  Poland  without  deriving  from  it  any 
benefit  to  Sweden,  nay,  which  was  indeed  injured 
by  it,  caufed  fh'eep  and  fhepherds  to  come  from 
that  country,  for  the  fake  of  improving  the  breed 
of  fheep  in  Ruffia.     He  alfo  zealoufly  'promoted 


before  the  conciufion  of  the  fwedifh  war,  he  had  brum -makers, 
balket-makers,even  butter-women  with  butter-firkins,  nay  rat- 
catchers and  dutch  cats  brought  to  Ruffia.  He  had  heard 
that  the  dutch  cats  were  famous  for  preventing  the  mifchief 
occafioned  by  mice  and  rats  in  (hips  and  houfeB.  So  at- 
tentive was  he  to  the  minuteft  objects,  that,  perceiving  the 
ruffian  boors  made  better  mat-fhoes  than  the  firmifh  peafants 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Peterfburg,  he'  diftrfbnted 
ruffian  mat-fhoemakers  in  Finland,  that  they  might  commu- 
nicate their  art  to  the  Finns. 
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inquiries  into  the  manner   of  exploring  and 
working  mines,  particularly  in  Siberia ;  and,  in 
order  to  render  it  jnore  methodical  and  regular, 
conftituted  a  peculiar  mineral-college,  to  which 
he  gave  the  infpeftion  over  the  works  to  be  car- 
ried on.     He  greatly  improved  the  docks  and 
yards  at  Archangel,  and  formed  new  ones  at 
Peterfburg  and  Voronetch.     He  took  delight  in 
aflifting  fuch  perfons  as  were  inclined  to  under- 
take manufactories  and  workfhops,  by  advancing 
them  money,    and    granting  them   privileges* 
Thus  induftry  and  trade  were  continually  gaining 
by  him  in  an  extraordinary  degree ;  and  what 
I  remarked  above  of  the  fwedifh  prifoners  in 
Siberia,    that  they  ftrewed  the  feeds  of  fome 
improvement  even  in  that,  part   of  the  ruffian 
empire,  is  applicable  alfo  in  a  particular  manner, 
in  regard  to  ufeful  handicrafts.  Even  the  fwedifh 
officers  employed    themfelves  here,    partly  for 
want  of  other  means  of  fupport,  in  a  variety  of 
mechanical  arts  and  trades.     In  their  diftrefsful 
fituation,  being  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  ap- 
plying  themfelves  to'  confider  and   to   imitate 
what  they  had  feen  in  Sweden  and  other  coun- 
tries, they  became  the  teachers  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,    diffeminated   their  knowledge 
among  them,  and  inftru&ed  them  in  feveral  pro- 
fitable  employments. 

Not 
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Not  lefs  important  was  the  progrefs  which  the 
Ruffians  made  under  Peter  in  regard  to  com- 
merce. Inconfiderable  and  confined  as  it  was, 
prior  to  his  reign,  fo  much  did  he  contribute 
to  the  advancement  and  extenfion  of  it,  and 
thereby  rouzed  and  formed  his  nation  to  greater 
a&ivity,  by  procuring  them  more  traffic,  more 
connections  with  Europe  and  Afia  than  they 
formerly  had. 

The  trade  with  the  bordering  empire  of  China 
feemed  to  fecure  many  advantages  to  Ruffia,  as 
each  of  the  two  countries  poflefled  thofe  ftatural 
products  of  which  the  othar  was  in  want. 
Peter  foon  turned  his  attention  to  this  matter. 
A  peace  concluded  between  China  and  Ruffia 
in  1689,  by  which  the  numerous  difputes  con- 
cerning the  boundaries  of  the  two  empires  were 
finally  adjufted,  had  determined  the  chiriefe  go- 
vernment to  adopt  an  amicable  behaviour.  Peter 
immediately  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to  fettle  the  trade  between  the  Ruffians  and  the 
Chinefe  on  a  more  firm  and  lafting  eftablifh- 
.  ment ; '.  and  afterwards,  when,  on  account  of 
complaints  that  had  arifen  concerning  fome 
diforders  that  had  been  committed  by  the  Ruf- 
fians in  China,  fent  a  new  embaffy  to  that  coun- 
try to  fettle  all  mifunderftandings,  and  to  revive 
the  trade.     The  acquifition  of  the  peninfuUl  of 

Kamtfhatka 


144  HISTORY   OF -RUSSIA* 

Kamtfhatka  and  the  Kuriily  ifknds,  which  hap* 
pened  in  the  reign  of  Peter,  contributed  like- 
wife  to  the  extenfion  of  the  ruffian  commerce* 

But  the  event  of  greateft  confequence  to  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  Ruffians  in  Europe, 
was  undoubtedly  the  dominion  of  the  Baltic, 
which  Peter  wrefted  from  Sweden,  and  the  con- 
queft  of  feveral  maritime  towns  on  the  coafts  of 
that  fea,  a  fovereignty  which  he  \  endeavoured 
more  folidly  to  eftablifh,  and  to  render  more 
advantageous  to  his.  empire,  by  the^  city  of  Pe- 
terfburg,  through  which  the  Ruffians  obtained 
the  mod  favourable  opportunity  for  trading  with 
the  Dutch*,  the  Englifh,  the  French  and  the 
Germans 

The  effe&s  of  Peter's  endeavours  to  facilitate 
and  to  extend  the  commerce  of  his  empire,  and 
by  that  means  to  raife  his  country  to  a  higher 
degree  of  civilization,  were  the  cutting  p£ 
canals,  the  inftitution  of  posts,  provifion  for 
making  and  repairing  highways  and  roads, 
regulations  for  equal  weights  and  measures, 

v  *  Thefe  principally  purfued  the  navigation  to  Peterf- 
burg,  and  the  tzar's  predilection  for  a  people,  among  whom 
her  had  lived  a  long  while,  the  reciprocal  partiality  of  the 
Dutch  for  Peter,  who  had  left  his  throne  to  gain  a  knowledge 
of  ufeful  mechanical  arts  in  their  workihops  and  on  their 
quays,  connected  the  dutch  and  ruffian'  nations  in  a  clofe 
analafting  union. 

for 
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for  putting  the  mint  on  a  better  plan,  and  rec- 
tify iag  the  coinage,  and  the  ereftion  of  a 
board  of  commerce.  By  the  Ladoga  canal 
he  rendered  the  tranfport  from  the  Volkhof  into 
the  Neva  incomparably  more  fafe  than  it  had 
hitherto  been*  The  canal  which  he  made  at 
Viflinei-Volotfliok  *,  with  its  fluices,.  connects 
the  Cafpian  with  the  Baltic*  Peter  was  heartily 
defirous  like  wife  of  bringing  into  conjun&ion  the 
Euxine  with  the  Cafpian,  and,  as  the  latter,  by 
the  jufl:  mentioned  canal,  already  joined  the 
Baltic,  by  the  fame  channel  alfo  to  unite  the 
former  with  that  fea :  but  the  grand  under- 
taking, on  which  he  had  already  confumed  a 
great  deal  of  labour,  was  dropped,  and  ftill  re- 
mains unexecuted  f. 

In 

*  At  Tver  the  Tvertza  falls  into  the  Volga,  which  dis- 
charges itfelf  into  the  Cafpian  ;  the  canal  unites  the  Tvertz* 
with  the  Schlina ;  this  flows  into  the  Mita,  and  this  into 
the  Ihnen  lake,  from  which  the  Volkhof  takes  its  rife,  and 
i  is  in  connection  with  the  Baltic. 

i  _ 

.f  In  the  vicinity  of  Tzaritzin  are  the  two  great  rivers, 

the  Don,  which  nifties  into  the  Euxine,  and  the  Volga, 

icarcely  60  cnglifh  miles  afunder,  and  by  means  of  two  fxnall 

livers,  one  flowing  into  the  Don,  and  the  other  into  the 

r  Volga,  would,  if  thcfe  rivers  could  be  made  navigable,  re- 

t  quire  only  a  canal  of  about  two  englifh  miles,  to  unite  the 

Don  with  the  Volga*     This  junction,  begun  but  not  com. 
vol.  ii.  V  pleted 
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In  the  reign  of  Alexey  {[1663]  a  german  mer* 
chant  at  Mofco  made  fome  attempts  at  the  in- 
troduction of  a  post-office.  Till  then  all  let- 
ters were  obliged  to  be  fent  by  meffengers,  or  as 
opportunity  ferved ;  the  former  method  being  a« 
expenfive  as  the  latter  was  unfafe*  Traveller* 
could  proceed  from  one  place  to  another  only  m 
ffaeif  own  carriages  and  fledges,  for  which  they 
were  forced  to  hire  horfes  of  the  boors,  Xhis 
was  much  altered  by  Peter.  He  inftituted*  what 
had  been*  dope  in  France  in  the  fifteenth,  and  in 
Germany  at  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury, regular  pofts  between  the  principal  towns- 
©f  the  empire,  and  a  packet  boat  between  Su 
Feterfburg  and  Lubeck. 

For  the  more  effe&ual  facilitation  of  eommu- 
nfcation  between  the  feveral  parts  of  the  country, 
Peter  employed  his  care  to  the  maintenance  and 
reparation  of  the  roads,.  He  caufed  ^them  to- 
be  greatly  improved,  and,  by  a  police,  on  a  fimi- 
kr  plan  with  that  in  France,  cleared  them  from 


pitted  by  Peter  the  Great,  was  refumed  in  1768,  and  pro- 
fecuted  with  great  vigour  till  1774*  when  the  mathemati- 
eians  appointed  to  conduct  the  work  were  murdered  in  the 
rebellion  of  Pugatfhef.  Since  which  the  whole,  bufinefs  has 
Ween  at  a  ftand. 


beggars 


I     • 
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beggars  and  vagrants,  and  ere&ed  inns  it  vaiidus 
ftations. 

The  great  advantage  of  like  weights  and 
measures  in  all  parts  of  the  empire  to  trade, 
to  buyers  and  fellers,  Ruffia  owes  likewife  to 
Peter  the  Great ;  who  alfo  provided  the  country 
With  a  proper  mint,  by  taking  feveral  french 
xnmt-mafters  and  affayers  into  his  fervice. 

The  board  of  trade  inftituted  by  Peter, 
the  members  whereof  confided  in  one  -half  of 
native  Ruffians*  and  the  other  half  of  foreigners, 
undoubtedly  contributed  much  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  trade ;  as  formerly  it  often  happened, 
that  when  foreigners  had  a  procefs  with  natives 
in  the  ordinary  courts,  the  ruffian  judges  fhewed 
great  partiality  to  their  country  men,  Tiar 
Alexey  had  indeed  already  attempted  by  feveral 
laws  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  injuftice  *  ;  but  Peter's 
pTOvifiori  concerning  the  afleffors  of  the  board 
of  trade  was  certainly  a  more  efFe&ual  remedy 
to  the  evil,  than  any  laws  could  be. 

The  way  o*  life,  and  in  general  the  whole 
face  of  fociety,  as  well  as  the  manners  and 
customs  of  Ruffia,  underwent  a  very  great  re- 
volution in  th$  time  of  Peter,  and  were  in  va- 
rious refpe&s  new  moulded.    t 

*  See  before,  p.  1 14* 

l  a  In 
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In  order  to  render  the  Ruffians  more  like  tire 
other  civilized  nations  of  Europe,  Peter,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1700*  abolifhed  the 
old  ruffian  calendar  and  introduced  the  corre&ed 
ftylc.  The  ancient  Ruffians,  in  common  with 
all  the  flavonian  nations,  began  the  year  with 
the  month  of  March.  In  the  year_  1343  the 
greek  mode  of  computation  of  time  was  adopted 
in  Ruffia,  according  to  which  the  beginning  of 
the  year  fell  in  the  month  of  September.  This 
Peter  now  likewife  altered,  and  decreed  that,  as 
in  the  reft  of  Europe,  in  Ruffia  the  firft  of  Janu- 
ary ihould  foT  the  future,  be  the  firft  day  of  the^ 
year ;  in  this  change  however  he  did  not  adopt  the 
gregorian*,  but  the  old  Julian  calendar  \yhich 
is  ftill  ufed  in  Ruffia*  —  The  people  indeed 
murmured  not  a  little  at  this  innovation;  but 
Peter,  regardlefs  of.  it,  on  the  firft  of  January 
1700,  appointed  great  folemnities  to  be  held,  ait 

*  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  reformed  the  Julian  calendar  for- 
merly ufed  ;  and  from  1583  the  gregorian  calendar  was  ob- 
served in  the  catholic  countries.  In  Germany,  Holland, 
Denmark,  and  Switzerland/  thie  computation  was  not  in- 
troduced till  1700*  ia  England  not  tjll  1752*  and  in 
Sweden  not  before  1753.  The  ruffian  calendar  is  eleven 
days  behind  ours ;  fo  that,  e.  gr.  the  firft  of  January  in 
Ruffia  falls  on  our  twelfth  of  the  feme  month.  Hence  the 
date  is  fometimes  doubly  expreffed,  as :  on  the  J|th  "of 

May  Peter  laid  the  foundation  of  Petersburg. 

which 
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which  the  new  regulation  was  proclaimed,  which 
was  alfo .  ordered  to  be  notified  from  the  pulpits 
in  the  courts  of  juftice  and  in  the  public  places 
of  the  feveral  towns  of  the  empire.  By  thefe 
and  other  methods  the  Ruffians  were  brought 
gradually  to  a  familiarity  with  this  and  the  reft 
bf  his  alterations. 

Nothing  of  acknowledged  utility  in  other 
countries  efcaped  the  notice  of  fo  attentive  an 
obferver  as  Peter;  and  accordingly  he  endowed 
two  hospitals  in  St.  Peterfburg  on  the  plan  of 
thofe  at  Amfterdam,  for  fuperannuated  or  infirm 
(bldiers  and  failors,  and  an  infirmary  at  Mofco. 
Orphan  and  foundling-houses  were  either 
new-buiit  <©r  enlarged  and  improved.  The  po- 
lice in  *  France  had,  during  his  (lay  in  that 
country,  met  with  his  entire  approbation  jim- 
mediately,  therefore,  on  his  return  [1718]]  he 
inftituted  a  pooce-osf*ce  in  Peterfburg,  to 
which  he  committed  the  care  of  the  internal 
fccurity  of  the  empire. 

To  guard  again  li  the  ram  of  families  he  pro- 
hibited all  games  of  hazard,  and  at  the  fame 
time  prefcribed  bounds  to  extravagance  in  drefs. 

By  a  table  of  precedence,  which  efc- 
;tended  to  all  perfons  in  office,  whether  military, 
civil,  or  at  court,  dividing  them 'into  fourteen 
piaffes,  he  endeavoured  to  check  the  frequently 

X  j  ridiculous 
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ridiculous  pretentions  and  difputes  in  regard  to 
Tank  and  pre-eminence,  and  likewife  abolifhed 
the  court  of  nobles  *.  In  conformity  to  this 
table  even  the  fons  of  ruffian  princes,  counts* 
barons,  &c.  have  indeed,  in  refpett  of  their  de* 
fcent  and  the  merits  of  their  fathers,  accefs  to 
the  affemblies  at  court,  but  not  the  Jeaft  degree 
of  rank  till  they  have  done  fervice  to  the  coun-, 
try  in  fome  department*  Married  ladies  enjoy 
the  rank  of  their  hufbands ;  but  unmarried 
ladies  rquft  go  back  four  clafles  f. 

Society  was  a  thiijg  almoft  unknown  to  the 
manners  then  prevalent  in  the  ruffian  nation. 
Jpeter  accomplifhed  much  likewife  in  this  refpeft* 
convinced  as  he  was  that  intercourfe  and  fociety 
could  not  be  inefficient  in  the  cultivation  of  a 
people,  but  rtiuft  contribute  to  a  greater  expan* 
fion  of  the  faculties,  to  bring  truths,  opinions, 
judgments,  and  ideas  into  more  rapid  circular 
lion  ;  and  that  therefore  3  fociable  people  wouhj 
be  more  fenfible  than  an  unfodable.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  fet  the  faihion,  as  he  knew  that  the 
Wimple  of  the  higher  orders  Invites  the  lowe? 

^  See  before,  p.  119. 

f "  By  this  regulation  he  intended  to  difcourage  parents 
from  giving  their  children,  efpecially  daughters,  an  educa- 
tion above  their  rank,  whereby  many  young  women  arc 
»3de  unhappy. 

ranfo 
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{tanks  to  imitation,  fet  on  foot  [1716]  focietie* 
under  the  name  of  affernblies,  and  even  gav$ 
out  a  particular  fet  of  rules  for  them.  They 
were  kept  three  times  a  week  in  the  houfes  of 
the  principal  perfons  of  quality  in  rotation, 
Peter  and  Catharine  frequented  them  in  perfon ; 
but  all  formality  and  conftraiitf  were  baniflied  *» 
All  perfons  of  rank,  noblemen,  fuperior  offi- 
cers, refpe&able  merchants,  {hip-builders,  and 
other  people  of  condition  had  free  admiffion 
with  their  wives  and  children.  That  ladies  too 
ihould  take  part  in  fuch  companies  wa%  a  thing 
as  yet  unheard  of  in  Rufiia.  #  Hitherto  even 
married  women,  only  on  certain  great  holidays 
and  in  company  with  their  hufbands,  could  ven- 
ture to  vifit  their  neareft  relations.  They  lived 
retired  in  the  back  part  of  the  houfe,  and  were 

•  "  The  anemones,"  it  is  faid,  in  the  orders  that 
were  publimed  concerning  them,  "  (hall  not  begin  earlier 
"  than  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  continue  only 
<*  till  ten  in  the  evening.  The  hoft  is  not  obliged  to  re- 
"<  ceive  or  to  wait  upon  the  guefta,  or  to  give  them  his  com- 
4i  pany;  but  muA  provide  chairs,  lights,  liquors,  and  a 
4€  variety  of  entertainments.  The  guefts  may  divide  into 
«l  the  apartments,  in  one  of  which  may  bevdancing,  in  the 
**  other  cards,  chefs,  or  draughts  may  be  played ;  in  *a 
«'  third  tobacco  may  be  fmoaked,  &c.  J  Every  one-moy 
44  come  and  go  when  he  pleafes,  may  be  a  fpeftator,  or 
*«  take  part  in  the  diverfion*,"  Jcc*'         «• 

x.  4  very 
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very  muih  confined  ••  tTnmarried  ladies  were 
Itept  in  ftill  greater  conftraint.  Thefe  feverkies 
Peter  did  his  utmoft  to  remove,  by  declaring 
that  women  ought  npt  to  be  excluded  from  the 
comforts  of  focial  intercourfe  ;  and  they  teftified 
their  gratitude  to  him  for  it.  He  wanted  to 
alter  the  afiatic  drefs  of  the  Ruffians,  and  to 
introduce  that  generally  worn  in  the  other  parts 
or  Europe.  He  therefore  made  it  one  of  the 
rules  to  be  obferved  in  the  foremeniioned  affem- 
blies,  that  every  one*  muft  appear  in  the  light 
modern  drefs;  and  the  female  fex,  who  had 
obtained  more-  liberty  by  Peter's  means,  care- 
fully and  with  chearfulnefs  adhered  to  this  rule. 
It  was  far  more  difficult  to  bring  the  men  to  an 
alteration  in  their  drefs,  which,  however,  in  Pe- 
ter's -opinion,  might  much  contribute  to  leffen 
the  hatred  entertained  by  his  countrymen  againft 
foreigners.  —  He  commanded  all  his  fubje&s 
(the  clergy,  boors,  Tartars,  Kalmuks,  and  tribes 
of  their  clafs  excepted,)  to  (have  their  beards  — 
An  order  to  which  violejit  oppofition  was  made, 
For  enforcing  this  regulation  he  laid  a  ta*  on 
long  boards,  and  great  numbers  fubmitted  tp 
ray  it  rather  than  part  with  their  beard  which 
y?M  univerfally  held  to  be  an  ornament  to  the 

*  $tt  btfprtf  toI.  i.  p.  367. 

perfoji. 
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perlbn.  Superititious  Ruffians  even  thought  it  aa 
outward  chara&eriftic  of  the  orthodox  .  faith^ 
£for  in  what  trifles  has  not  orthodoxy  been  made 
tOLCojifift?)-and,  if  too  poor,  or  too  parfimo* 
nious,  to  pay  the  tax  for  retaining  the  beard, 
they  Teligioufly  prefer ved  the  beard  Ihorn  off* 
and  had  it  depofited  in  the  coffin  with  them  on 
their  deceafe,  that  they  might  prefent  it  to 
St,  Nicholas,  on  his  refufing  to  adftift  them,  as 
beardlefs  chriftians,  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
—  Peter  wanted  like  wife  to  effeft  an  alteration v 
in  the  dress  of  the  men.  Accordingly,  who- 
ever was  in  his  fervice  muft  appear  in  clothes 
of  a  foreign  cut,  and  under  all  the  gates  of  the 
town  patterns  of  thefe  clothes  were  even  hung 

up  *•• 

Peter*  alfo  refolved  to  give  his  people  a  tafte 
for  the  drama.  Before  his  time,  at  Kief  and 
Mofco  fpirituai  plays  were  performed  Occafion- 
ally  in  the  monafteries.  Under  his  patronage 
a  national  theatre  was  formed  at  Mofco;  which, 
however,  it  muft  be  owned,  was  bad  enough.. 


*  Whofe  coat  was  hot  agreeable  to  this  pattern  muft  pay 
£  fine,  or  fubmit  to  have  fo  much  of  it  cut  off  as  exceeded 
the  ftandard.  Many  like  wife  had  their  beards  cut  off  in 
thp  ftreets.  In  regard  to  drefs,  the  clergy,  boors,  &c.  were 
jalfo  excepted, 

More 
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More  was  done  in  this  matter  by  his  female 
fucceffors. 

In  the  times  anterior  to  Peter  it  was  ufual  for 
parents  to  conclude  marriages  for  their  children ; 
and  the  young  people  never  law  one  another 
till  they  were  to  be  betrothed.  A  cuftom  which 
'was  certainly  attended  with  many  inconveniences* 
Peter  made  a  law  that  every  youtig  couple  fhould 
frequent  one  another  for  fix  weeks  at  leaft  pre- 
vious to  the  betrothing* 

In  order  to  difcredit  in  the  eyes  of  his  people 
the  old  ufages,  many  of  which  were  indeed 
highly  ridiculous,  Peter  had  recourfe  to  various 
methods.  At  times  he  appointed  an  entertain- 
ment, at  which  every  thing  was  to  proceed  on 
the  old.  footing,  in  which  his  defign  was  to  dis- 
play the  difference  between  the  ancient  and  mo- 
dern manners,  and  to  (hew  the  fuperiority  of  the 
tatter  in  a  way  irrefiftibly  ftriking.  Thus,  for 
example,  he  once  celebrated  the  nuptials  of  one 
of  his  court-fools  in  a  mod  magnificent  manner ; 
but  entirely  in  the  ftyle  of  the  fixteenth  century. 
The  guefts  were  obliged  to  appear  in  the  drefs 
after  the  fafhion  of  that  time.  No  fire  was 
Jighted,  though  the  weather  was  intenfely  cold; 
becaufe  it  was  an  old  fuperftitious  notion,  that 
the  kindling  of  a  fire  on  the  wedding  day  was 

unlucky* 
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unlucky.  The  old  Ruffians  were  fond  of  mead 
and  brandy,  but  drank  no  wine  —  this  parti- 
cular was  therefore  pun&ually  obferved.  The 
guefts  fhewed  themfelves  highly  difcontented  at 
It.  **  This  was  exattly  the  cuftom  with  our 
"  forefathers,1'  Peter  anfwered  them  fmiling; 
*'  and  furely  old  cuftoms  are  preferable  to  new 
**  ones."  Thus  jeeringly  giving  them  a  godd 
leffon.  It  was  then  ufual  to  keep  fools  for  the 
diverfion  of  the  court;  and,  indeed,  till  very 
lately  the  nobility  always  had  one  about  the  . 
houfe :  nor  is  the  praftice  yet  entirely  left  off  in 
the  country.  The  court-fools  ufed  frequently 
to  make  themfelves  merry  with  the  old  fafliions, 
cuftoms,  and  manners,  mimicking  many  of  the 
ftiff  obftinate  (ticklers  for  the  antiquated  ftyle ; 
2nd,  on  their  complaining  to  Peter  of  the  affront, 
he  generally  anfwered  them,:  They  are  fools, 
what  can  be  done  with  them  ? 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  plainly  appears 
that  Peter  in  many  refpe&s  gave  a  new  turn  to. 
the  manner  of  thinking  ai^d  a&ing  of  the  ruffian 
jiaftion.  I  (hall  only  fubjoin  a  few  observations* 
The  extra6rdinary  and  indefatigable  aftivity  of  , 
this  monarch :  one  while  undertaking  a  fiege  at 
a  diftance  from  his  empire,  or  fighting  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  then  fuddenly  appearing  in 

the  refidence,  and  frequenting  the  fittings  of  the 
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fenate,  or  prefenting  himfelf  in  the  courts  of 
jufticer  or  confuting  with  the  clergy  on  ec- 
clefiaftical  reforms,  or  feletting  ingenious  per- 
ions  to  fend  out  on  travels  ;  now  undertaking  a 
journey  himfelf;  working  in  foreign  countries  in 
the  dockyards  and  workfhops ;  becoming  an  at- 
tentive fcholar  in  the  ftudies  of  literary  men,  at 
Amfterdam  with  the  naturalift  Ruyfch,  or,  as 
at  Paris,  vifiting  an  academy  of  Sciences  j  then 
re-appearing  in  his  empire,  and  there  making 
difpofitions  for  eftablifhing  a  manufa&ory;  in 
one  place  caufing  a  canal  to  be  dfcg,  in  another 
ordering  (hips  to  be  built ;  to-day  publishing  an 
ordinance  relating  to  proceffes  in  the  courts, 
to-morrow  iffuing  a  table  of  precedence ;  one 
moment  feverely  punilhing  a  judge  who  had 
fufFered  himfelf  to  be  corrupted,  the  next  re- 
warding another  for  fervices  performed  to  the 
country  j  now  holding  a  triumphal  entry,  then 
paffing  the  whole  day  in  the'mufeum  of  the 
works  of  nature  and  art  of  his  own  inftitution, 
in  the  contemplation  of  nature,  and  the  great 
performances  of  human  induftry  and  contrivance 
—  in  (hort,  that  in  all  his  undertakings  for  the 
good  of  his  country  he  was  obliged  to  work 
and  aft  himfelf,  as  he  was  in  want  of  able  per- 
fons  to  whom  he  fhould  need  only  to  trace  out 
a  plan,  and  then  could  leave  the  execution  to 

their 
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their  care  —  fuch  a  vaft  a&ivity  muft  furely 
have  fQuzed  in  fome  degree  the  Ruffians,  who 
were  apt  to  let  then*  faculties  lie  dormant,  from 
their  iaaSion,  animate  them  to  the  employment 
of  their  abilities,  and  teach  them  to  confider  in* 
duftry  as  a  good  and  ufeful  property. 

Peter,  by  prizing  and  rewarding  merit  where- 
ever  he  found  it,  by  (hewing  that  the  man  of  the 
lowed  ftation,if  he  were  but  expert  and  ufeful, was 
in  higher  eflimation  with  him  than  the  dull  and 
indolent,  though  of  the  fir  ft  family  of  the  empire, 
aauft  have  tended  greatly  to  banifh  the  idle 
pretentions  to  ancedxy  and  hereditary  conse- 
quence put  of  the  heads  of  the  ruffian  nobility, 
to  diffufe  jufter  notions  of  the  true  worth  of 
man,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  encourage  and 
animate  the  talents  of  a  number  of  young  per* 
fons  of  the  inferior  ranks  of  fociety. 

Peter,,  by  ferving  upwards  through  the  feveral 
ftations  in  the  army  and  navy,  gave  likewife  a 
fit  leflbn  to  the.  nobles  of  the  empire,  as  on  the 
other  hand  it  mud  have  flattered  the  common 
foldier  and  failor.  to  fee*  his  humble  ftation  ho- 
noured  fo  far  as  that  even  the  fovereign  did  not 
difdain  to  fill  it,  and  thereby  to  confefs  that  k 
was  ferviceable  to  the  date. 
r  Peter,  by  working  himfelf  at  the  prdinary 
mechanical  trades,  mud  have  considerably  weak- 

ened 
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cned  the  prejudice,  thenrery  common  in  Rufiisi* 
that  they  who  pafled  their  days  in  a  luxurious 
cale  were  happier  than  they  who  were  doomed 
to  work,  and  helped  to  difletninate  the  maxim, 
that  induftry  brings  content. 

Peter  habituated  his  Ruffians  to  adopt  what 
was  profitable  in  others,  and  not  to  defpife  and 
negleft  a  foreigner,  becaufe  he  was  a -foreigner  j 
confequently  altered  in  this  refjjeft  the  national 
way  of  thinking,  as  the  people  had  hitherto  al* 
ways  entertained  an  averfion  for  all  foreigners. 

Such  is  the  brief  account  of  what  the  ruffian 
nation  gained  by  Peter  the  Great ;  who,  though 
*£  a  man,  was  not  certainly  free  from  fome  of  the 
vices  of  his  nation,  fuch  as  drunkennefs  and 
cruelty,  yet  raifed  himfelf  fo  far  above  his  coun- 
trymen, that  he  was  jiot  improperly  termed  a  * 
wonder  of  his  times,  that  pofterity  has  unani* 
Afioufly  acknowledged  him  to  be  one  of  *the 
greateft  of  mankind,  as  well  as  of  monarchs, 
who  for  the  moft  part  formed  himfelf,  that  the 

Tuffian  nation  with  gratitude  proclaims  his  great 

* 

merits  both  towards  the  empire  and  towards 
•the  people,  arid  allows  that  this  one  fovereign 
-advanced  and  improved  them  farther  than  the 
whole  feries  of  former  princes  had  done. 

Peter  indeed  has  been  blamed  for  bringmg  fa 
itony  ftrangers  into  his  country,  and  for  having 
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operated  upon  it,  and  generally  ruling  it  more 
by  ftrangers  and  foreigners,  than  the  improve- 
ment of  the  people  by  their  own  powers  rendered 
necefiary.  But  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  was 
fo  well  acquainted  with  his  countrymen,  as  to 
know  that  their  abilities  were  only  to  be  called 
forth  by  the  method  he  made  choice  of ;  a  me- 
thod which  had  ever  been  adopted  by  the  wifeft 
of  his  ancestors,  Ivan,  Boris,  and  Alexey  ;  and 
if  he  had  frequently  recourfe  to  hard*  or  cruel 
meafiires,  we  may  imagine  he  thought  them  ne» 
ceffary  in  Ruflia.  Nothing  but  the  unalterable 
will  of  a  fovereign  could  have  executed  here 
thofe  arduous  talks.  Peter  had  nothing  but  that: 
to  oppofe  to  fuperftition,  prejudice,  felfiflinefs,. 
and  an  utter  abhorrence  of  all:  innovation,  for 
eflfe&ualfy  carrying  thofe  alterations  which  to 
him  appeared  necefiary. 

Of  all  the  tzar's  innovations,  that  which  was 
attended  with  the  greateft  difficulty,  and  occa* 
fioned  him  to  feed  the  mod  blood,  was  the  ai*~ 
teration  of  the  habit  that  had  been  for  ages 
worn  by  his  fubje&s.  It  was  with  extreme  re* 
tu&ance  that  the  Ruffians  fubmitted  to  wear  the 
ger man  drefs,  and  to  be  fhaved j  and  they  feverai 
times  rebelled  for  the  fake  of  retaining  their 
long  garments  and  their  beard-    BuT  Peter  had 
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in  Vipw,  by  giving  his  people  the  fashions  of  the 
other  nations  of  Europe,  to  introduce  among 
them  their  manners,   without  forefeeing,  per- 
haps, that  he  was  calling  up  a  tafte  for  luxury, 
of  which  he  was  not  fond.     That  prince  was  al- 
ways very  plainin  his  drefs,  kept  a  very  frugal 
houfe,  was  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
at  dinner,  and  would  frequently  laugh  at  his 
favourite  Mentchikof,  who,  from  nothing  more 
than  a  pye-boy  at  the  corner  of  a  ftreet,  being 
now  a  prince,  difplayed  a  pomp  and  magnifi- 
cence hitherto  unequalled ;  and  never  fat  down 
to  dinner  without  the  mufic  of  trumpets  and 
cymbals  and  various  other  inftruments. 

In  regard  to  the  fimplicity  of  his  attire,  the 
following  is  related  in  the  manufcript  memoirs 
of  a  diplomatic  agent,  who  refided  a  long  time 
at  his  court.  "  On  all  the  foiejna  feftivals,  he 
only  wore  the  uniform  of  his  preobajenikoi 
regiment  of  guards.  I  faw  him  in  1721  give 
"  a  public  audience  to  the  ambaffadors  of 
?'  Perfia.  He  entered  the  hall  of  audience  in 
"  nothing  more  than  a  furtout  of  coarfe  brown 
**  cloth.  When  he  was  feated  on  the  throne, 
the  attendants  brought  him  a  coat  of  blue 
gros-de-Naples,  embroidered  with  filver, 
."  which  hp  pjxt  pn  with  great  precipitation,  be- 
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"  cajafe  the  ambaflkdors  were  waiting  for  ad- 
u  mittance.  During  this  he  turned  his  eyes 
u  towards  a  window  where  the  tzarilza  had 
**  placed  herfelf  to  obferve  the  ceremony.  Ca,- 
«*  tharine  wis  heard  repeatedly  to  burft  out  into 
"  fits  of  laughter,  as  the  tzar  feemed  to  her  to 
*<  be  aftonifhed  at  feeing  himfelf  fo  finely 
"  dreffed ;  and  the  tzar  laughed  at  it  himfelf,  as 
M  alio  did  all  the  fpeftators.  As  foon  as  the 
<6  ambaffadoTS  were  gone,  Peter  I.  threw  off 
"  his  embroidered  coat,  and  put  on  his 
"  furtoutV* 

His  violence -can  never  bq  excufed,  and  his 
cruelties  admit  of  no  palliation.  He  not  only 
chaftked  with  his  own  hand  the  courtiers,  his 
generals,  his  jninifters,  for  any  flight  fault  they 
had  committed,;  but  he  himfelf  was  often  the 
executioner  of  the  wretches  whom  he  had  caufed 
to  be  ientenced  to  death. 

His  rage,  it  is  true,  was  not  always  fo  fatal  ; 
but,  whether  this  monarch  was  really  not  matter 
of  himfelf,  or  whether  he  intended  to  make  his 
fubje&s  believe  that  nothing  in  nature  ought  to 
refift  his  will,  he  fometimes  did  things  which 
in  any  other  man  would  have  paffed  for  afts  of 
infanity. 

*  The  blue-filk  embroidered  coat  is  the  identical  one 
which  is  now  on  his  wax  effigy  in  the  academy  of  fciences, 
and  it  was  made  for  his  marriage  with  Catharine. 
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After  being  returned  from  his  travels,  de- 
fining one  day  to  exhibit  a  proof  of  his  (kill  in 
navigation,  he  took  the  exefcife  of  failing  in  a 
fmall  veffel  on  the  lake  Ladoga,  which  is  often 
very  tempeftuous,  and  juft  then  was  more 
agitated  than  ufuaL  Peter,  being  frightened, 
regained  the  fhore ;  but  being  angry  that  thex 
waves  had  no  more  refpefl:  for  him,  he  fent  for 
the  executioner  of  the  town,  and  ordered  him  to 
give  the  knoot  to  the  intra&able  lake. 

And  what  are  we  to  think  of  that  endlefs 
comedy  in  which  Peter  L  caufed  himfelf  to  be 
reprefented  by  knaez  Romodanoflky,  the  mod 
vulgar  and  brutal  of  all  the  Ruffians,  while  he 
himfelf  affefted  to  play  a  fubaltern  part  ?  He 
conferred  on  Romodanoflky  the  title  of  tzsr  of 
Mofco ;  made  a  public  report  to  him  of  all  his 
undertakings  and  his  mpft  important  fucceffes ; 
all  petitions,  memorials,  and  other  documents, 
addreffed  to  the  fovereign,  were  prefented  to 
this  phantom  of  a  tzar*  who  privately  difpatched 
them  to  the  council ;  and  when  the  perfons  con- 
cerned, on  not  obtaining  what  they  defired, 
complained  to  Peter,  he  anfwered  coldly :  "  It 
"  is  not  my  fault  j  all  depends  on  the  tzar  of 
"  Mofco." 

A  refufal  was  not  the  only  inconvenience 
they  had  to  apprehend  from  the  infenfible  and 
capricious  Romodanoflky.       He   kept   in    his 
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palace  a  bear  of  enormous  magnitude,  and  broke 
to  a  very  curious  trick.  The  animal  prefented 
%to  every  one  who  wifhed  to  fpeak  with  his 
mafter  a  great  glafs  of  brandy,  in  which  there 
was  a  ftrong  dofe  of  pepper.  Whoever  did  not 
drink  off  this  liquor  was  fure  to  have  his  cloaths 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  bear,  and  to  be  feverely 
fcratched  into  the  bargain. 

After  having  aboliflied  the  office  of  patriarch, 
Peter  I.  in  confequence  of  his  refolution  to 
crown  his  confort  Catharine,  in  1725  applied 
for  that  purpofe  to  the  archbifliop  of  Novgorod, 
primate  of  all  Ruffia.  The  prelate,  thinking 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  for  getting  the 
patriarchate  re-eftablifhed  in  his  favour,  ob- 
ferved  to  the  tzar,  that  fo  auguft  a  ceremony 
would  acquire  far  greater  folemnity  by  the 
prefence  of  a  patriarch.  The  tzar  anfwered 
him  no  otherwife  than  as  he  was  wont  to  do 
fuch  of  his  fubjeds  as  he  was  difpleafed  withj 
that  is,  by  a  fhower  of  ftrokes  with  his 
cane.  The  archbifliop  afked  pardon;  the  tzar 
was  pacified;  the  coronation  was  performed, 
and  nothing  more  was  faid  of  a  patriarch. 

Mentchikof  was  the  fon  of  a  pye-man,  and 
pafled  a  part  of  his  youth  in  felling  little  pies 
about  the  ftreets.  One  day,  felling  fome  of  his 
paftry  in  a  houfe  where  feveral  perfons  had  met 
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to  breakfau,  one  of  the  party  having   drank 
pretty  freely,    let  fotne  words  efcape  him,  that 
intimated  a  plot  againft  the  tzar.     Mentchikof 
ran  in  all   fpeed  to   the  palace,  requefted  to 
teveal  a  fecret  to  Peter*  and  informed  him  of 
what  he  had  overheard.      The  tzar  wrapped 
himfelf  in  a  cloak,  and  battened  to  the  houlb 
pointed  out    to    him    by  Mentchikof;    here, 
leaning  his  ear  to  the  door  of  the  room  Where 
the  people  were  breakfafting*  he  diftin&iy  heard 
"what  confirmed  to  him  the  report  of  hrs  con- 
ductor.     He    immediately  entered   and  found 
liimfelf  in  the  midft  of  the  confpirators.  Whether 
they  imagined  that  his  guards  were*  at  the  doot, 
or  whether  they  were  intimidated  at  his  prefence 
alone,  all  of  them  fell  at  his  knees,  and  thTew 
themfelves  on  his  clemency.    From  that  moment 
the  tzar  took  Mentchikof  to  be  about  him  j 
and  the  pye-boy  fhortly  after  became  a  prince. 
f    The  firft  infurre&ion  occaiioned  by  the  geheral 
"order  to  all  Ruffians  to  leave  off  the  cuftom  of 
wearing  the  beard,  was  followed  by  the  execution 
'of  about  eight  flioufand  perfons.  For  containing 
fuch  a  great  number  of  vj&ims,  the  tzar  made 
"choice  of  a  fpacious  fquare  adjoining  to  his  houfe 
of    Preobrajiniko,    three    veffts    from    Mofco. 
The  place  was  furrounded  by  paltfades,  through 
•which  it  was  eafy  to  fee  what  was  paffing  withih 
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the  inclofure}  where,  after  placing  a  great 
number  of  balks  and  hlocks,  the  wretches  con- 
demned to  lofe  their  lives  were  made  to  kneel  at 
them. 

Several  executioners  were  immediately  em- 
ployed in  cutting  off  heads.  Peter  himfelft 
with  an  axe  in  his  hand,  fet  tne  example  to  the 
executioners.  Moft  of  the  tzar's  courtiers  were 
eager  to  imitate  him  ;  and  Mentohikof  boafted 
afterwards  that  it  was  he  who  had  cut  off  the 
greateft  number  of  heads.  A  boy  about  twelve 
years  old  came  and  laid  his  neck  on  the  tzar's 
block.  The  prince,  inftead  of  chopping  his 
head  off,  took  him  by  the  arm  and  ihoved  him 
away.  The  boy,  without  faying  a  word,  w^nt 
and  placed  himfelf  at  another  block. .  The  tzar, 
perceiving  this,  advanced  towards  him,  raifed 
him  up  and  put  him  away  again.  Prefeatly 
after  the  boy  returned  to  fubmit  his  neck  to  the 
axe.  The  tzar  then  angrily  alked  him,  why  he 
perfifted  in  wifliing  to  have  his  head  cut  off? 
"  Thou  haft  cut  off  my  father's  head,  my 
**  brother's,  and  the  heads  of  all  my  relations, 
"  who  were  no  more  guilty  than  I  am,"  faid 
the  boy;  "  why  fhouldft  thou  not  cut  off 
"  mine  ?"  -^  Peter  made  no  anfwer,  but  or«?  - 
dered  the  boy  out  of  the  inclofure,  threw  down 
his  axe,  and  went  away.  .   j 
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That  prince  was  not  ofteh  fo  quickly  fenfiblc 
to  his  faults.  Always  athirft  for  vengeance,  he 
fometimes  added  treachery  to  the  mod  atrocious 
inhumanity.  Of  this  the  tragical  end  of  his  own 
fon  is  a  melancholy  proof.  The  only  crime 
completely  proved  againft  Alexius,  was  his 
attempt  to  efcape  from  the  refentment  of  his 
father,  by  leaving  Ruffia  without  the  permiffion 
of  that  monarch.  The  tzar,  being  apprized 
that  Alexius  had  abfconded  to  Naples,  fent 
thither  immediately  Tolftoi,  the  bafeft  of  his 
minifters,  who,  by  bribes  and  flatteries,  having 
corrupted  the  miflrefs  who  had  accompanied  the 
prince  in  his  flight,  the  unfortunate  tzarevitch 
was  induced  to  return  to  his  father.  The  tzar 
at  the  fame  time  deceived  both  the  emperor  of 
Germany  and  the  king  of  Naples,  under  whofe 
protection  his  fon  had  put  himfelf,  and  who  had 
interceded  for  him.  Not  with  (landing  the  To. 
lemn  promife  he  made  them  to  grant  him  his 
pardon,  he  caufed  him  to  be  condemned  as  the 
greateft  of  criminals,  and  put  him  to  death. 

This  Tolftoi  had  fpent  a  part  of  his  youth  at 
Venice.  He  was  the  moft  eloquent  and  the 
lead  fcrupulous  man  in  all  Ruffia.  Peter  I. 
having  fent  him  to  Conftantinople,  and  remitted 
to  him  two  hundred  thoufand  ducats  in  gold  to 
£uy  oyer  the  divan,  Tolftoj  embezzled  a  great 
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port  of  that  fum;  and  for  fear  that  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  embaffy  whom  he  had  with  him  . 
fhould  impeach  him,  he  caufed  him  to  be  poi- 
foned.  Peter  L  ^ho  well  knew  the  ability  and 
the  machiavelianifm  of  Tolftoi',  faid  more  than 
ohce :  "  Peter  Andreyevitch  Tolftoi  is  in  all 
refpetts  a  very  able  man :  but  whoever  has 
anything  to  do  with  him  fhould  be  fure  to 
"  have  a  good  large  ftone  in  his  pocket,  to 
<e  knock  out  his  teeth  in  cafe  he  fhould  be 
"  taken  with  a  fit  of  biting/'  In  the  reign  of 
Peter  II.  Tolftoi  was  condemned  to  be  decapi- 
tated ;  but  the  fenten*  was  changed  to  banifli- 
ment  into  the  government  of  Archangel,  where 
he  died. , 

When  M.  Printz  was  at  tljp  court  of  Peter  I. 
as  ambaffador  from  Pruffia,  that  prince  invited 
him  to  a  grand  entertainment;  and  after 
having  drank,  as  ufual,  a  great  deal  of  wine  and 
brandy,  he  fent  to  fetch  from  the  prifons^of 
Peterfburg  twenty  of  the  ftrelitzes.  Then,  at 
each  bumper,  he  ftruck  off  the  head  of  one  of 
thefe  wretches.  He  propofed  to  the  pruffian 
ambaffador  to  exercife  his  dexterity  upon  them  j 
but  the  ambaffador  declined  the  barbarous 
offer.  What  a  fpe&acle,  to  fee  a  tyrant,  in  the 
midft  of  his  cups,  amufing  himfelf  with  cutting 
off  the  heads  of  a  fcore  of  his  unhappy  fubjefts, 

m  4  while 
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while  his  bafe  courtiers  were  getting  drunk  with 
him,  and  applauding  the  ferocity  of  fuch  fan* 
guinary  paftime  * ! 

Endowed  with  a  fine  figure  and  a  fuperior 
underftanding,  inverted  with  fovereign  power, 
and  though  paffionately  fond  of  women,  Peter  I. 
was  never  beloved  by  one ;  or  at  leaft  he  was 
duped  by  all  with  whom  he  formed  an  attach- 
ment. While  yet  very  young  he  married 
Evdokhia  Lapukhin,  who  was  mother  of  the 
unhappy  Alex£y.  Not  long  after  his  marriajge 
with  Evdokhia,  the  tzar  fell  defpefately  in  love 
with  Anna  Mo  ens,  a  handfome  Fleming,  the 
daughter  of  a  brewer  fettled  at  Mofco. 

*  .This  anecdote,  though  not  mentioned  by  Voltaire  in 
his  hiftory,  was  well  known  to  him,  as  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
Frederic  II.  then  prince  royal,  fent  it  him,  with  other  accu- 
rate memoirs  concerning  the  life  of  the  tzar,  and  to  which 
Frederic  fubjoined :  "  The  tzar  had  not  the  flighted  tinc- 
"  ture  of  humanity,  of  magnanimity,  or  of  virtue:  he  had 
u  been  brought  up  in  the  groffeft  ignorance,  and  only  a&ed 
*c  by  the  impulfe  of  his  unruly  paflfons."  In  another  of 
I  His  letters,  Frederic  writes  to  Voltaire  :, "  The  tzar  will  ap- 
'*  pear  to  you  in  this  hiftory  very  different  from  the  figure 
**  he  makes  in  your  imagination  .....  A  concurrence  of 
*'  fortunate  circumflances  and  favourable  events,  in  con- 
"  junction  with  the  ignorance  of,  foreigners,  have,  trans* 
-*  formed  the  tzar  into  an  heroic  phantom,  concerning  the 
«•  grandeur  whereof  no  one  has  ever  thought  proper  to 
t«  doubt." 

Evdokhia 
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Evdokhia  at  firft  was  apparently  grieved  at 
the,  defertion  of  her  hufband :  but  prefently  after 
confoled  herfelf  in  the  fociety  of  a  young  boyar, 
named  Glebof;  and,  to  the  misfortune  both  of  , 
herfelf  and  her  lover,  neglefted  to  make  a  fuffi- 
cient  fecret  of  her  amour.  The  tzar,  who 
thought  he  might  be  inconftant  with  impunity, 
would  not  allow  another  to  be  fo  with  him* 
He  fhut  up  the  tzaritza  in  a  convent,  and  after- 
wards repudiated  her  in  form.  His  vengeance 
towards  Glebof  was  far  more  cruel :  he  impaled 
him  alive;  and  it  is  confidently  aflerted,  that 
the  wretched  viftim  of  his  fury  remained  up- 
wards of  four-and-twenty  hours  on  the  fpike 
before  he  expired  *. 

The  tzar  went  in  all  eagernefs  to  enjoy  this 
horrible  fight.  He  did  more ;  he  got  upon  the 
pediment  of  brickwork  in  which  the  pale  was 
fixed,  and  exhorted  the  fufferer  to  confefs  to 
him  the  fads  which  he  had  hitherto  refufed  to 
avow.  "  Come  nearer,  that  thou  may  eft  hear 
"  me  the  better,"  anfwered  Glebof;  which 
the  tzar  having  done,  Glebof  colle&ed  his  re- 

*   The  diplomatic  agent,  already  cited,  affirms  in  his 

manufcript  memoirs  that  more  than  a  hundred  wit'neffes 

,of  this  fa&  related  it  to  him ;  and  that,  on  his  arrival  at 

Mofco,  he  himfelf  faw  the  head  of  Glebof  ftill  affixed  on 

the  pale. 

maining 
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maining  forces  for  an  inftant,  and  faid  to  him  : 
"  Thou  tyrant,  the  moft  cruel  that  ever  hell 
produced,  if  what  thou  imputed  to  me  were 
true,  thinkeft  thou,  that,  not  having  con- 
"  feffed  it  before  my  t  punilhment,  while  yet 
fome  hope  remained  of  obtaining  mercy  by 
the  avowal ;  canft  thou  think,  I  fay,  that  I 
"  am  fuch  a  fool  or  fuch  a  coward  as  to  fatisfy 
"  thee  now  that  it  is.  no  longer  in  thy  power 
"  to  fave  my  life.  Go,  horrible  monfter," 
added  he,  as  he  fpit  in  his  face ;  "  begone !" 

The  tzar  had  ferious  thoughts  of  placing 
Anna  Moens  on  the  throne.  That  young 
woman,  who  regarded  it  as  the  greateft  of  all 
misfortunes  that  her  fovereign  was  fond  of  her, 
and  to  whofe  paflion  (he  only  fubmitted  through 
fear,  dextroufly  eluded  his  offers  of  marriage. 
Peter,  however,  continued  his  vifits  to  her; 
but,  either  difgufted  at  the  coldnefs  with  which 
fhe  repaid  his  ardour,  or  the  natural  fickle- 
nefs  of  his  temper  led  him  elfewhere,  he  foon 
left  her  to  follow  her  inclinations  in  marrying  a 
lefs  illuftrious  lover  with  whom  (he  had  long 
held  an  amorous  correfpondence  *• 

*  Her  firft  hufband  was  Kayzerlinguen,  mmifter  from 
Pruflia  to  the  tzar ;  after  his  death  fhe  was.  married  to 
lieutenant-general  Balk. 

Peter 
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Peter  became  enamoured  of  a  young  worqan 
of  Livonia,  who,  after  having  been  married  to 
a  fwedifli  dragoon,  is  generally  reported  to 
have  been  fucceffively  miftrefs  to  the  generals 
Bauer,  Scheremetof,  and  M&itchikof,  became 
emprefs  of  Ruffia  under  the  name  of  Catha- 
rine I.  * 

*  A  french  author,  who  writes  from  goood  authorities, 
gives  the  following  account  of  Catharine.     She  bore  the 
,name  of  Martha  till  fhe  quitted  lutheranifm  for  the  greek 
religion.     She  was  born  in  a  petty  village  of  Livonia,  of 
poor  parents  who  laboured  for  their  livelihood.     While  yet 
very  young  (he  was  taken  by  a  lutheran  clergyman,  who 
lived  at  Maricnburg,  named  Gluck,  to  wait  upon  his  da  ugh- 
ters.     No  fooner  was  fhe  marriageable  than  the  beauty  of 
her  figure  drew  upon  her  the  attention  of  feveral  young 
men.     She  had  even  a  fort  of  intrigue  with  a  Livonian, 
named  Tiezenhaufen,  who  taught  latin  at  paftor  Gluck' s ; 
and  this  latter,  on  perceiving  the  forward  difpofition  of 
Catharine,  married  her  to  a  fwedifh  dragoon*  by  whom  fhe 
was  courted.     The  dragoon  and  his  wife  were  (hortly  after 
made  prifoners  by  a  party  of  Ruffians ;  and,  as  at  that  time 
prifoners  of  war  were  treated  as  (laves,  Catharine  was  con- 
ducted to  general  Bauer,  who  very  foon  made  a  prefent 
of  her  to  Scheremetof.     Scheremetof  refigned  her  to  Ment- 
chikof ;  and,   at  the  end  of  two  years,  the  tzar  having 
accidentally  feen  her,  took  heraway  from  Mentchikof.     It 
is  affirmed  by  fome  writers,  that  the  hu(band  of  Catharine 
had  been  fent  to  Siberia :  ethers  pretend  that  he  lived  many 
years  at  Riga  upon  a  penfion  that  was  fecretly  conveyed  to 
him.  , 

Though 
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Though  Catharine  owed  every  thing  to  the 
tzar,  who  had  feated  her  on  the  throne,  fhe 
was  not  always  fo  faithful  to  him  as  he  had  a 
right  to  expeft.  Catharine  had  chofen  for  her 
chamberlain  the  young  Moens  de  la  Croix, 
whofe  filter,  madame  Balk,  was  about  her  per- 
fon,  and  had,  as  we  have  juft  now  feen,  rejected 
the  hand  of  the  tzar.  Moens  being  of  a  hand- 
fome  figure,  it  was  not 'long  before  he*  made  a 
lively  impreffion  on  the  heart  of  the'emprefs, 
and  the  intercom  fe  was  foon  perceived  by  count 
Yagujiniky,  who  was  then  in  full  confidence 
with  the  tzar,  and  had  the  cruelty  to  commu- 
nicate the  difcovery  he  had  made  to  his  mafter. 
Peter's  jealoufy  took  fire.  He  vowed  vengeance  j 
but  refolved  firft  to  convince  himfelf  by  ocular 
proof  of  Catharine's  treachery.  Accordingly, 
he  pretended  to  leave  Peter  lb  urg  in  order  to 
pafs  a  few  days  at  one  of  his  country-palaces, 
but  repaired  fecretly  to  the  winter-palace ;  then 
fent  a  page,  on  whom  he  could  depend,  with 
his  compliments  to  the  emprefs,  and  to  tell  her 
that  he  was  at  Strelna,  a  few  leagues  from  the 
refidence. 

The  page,  who  had  orders  to  take  notice  of 
everything,  haftened  back  with  a  ftrong  con- 
firmation of  the  tzar's  fufpicions.  Peter  went 
in  all  hafle  to  Catharine,  and  furprifed  her  in 

the 
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the  arms  of  her  lover.  It  was  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  madame  Balk  was  watching 
at  fame  diftance  from  the  apartment  of  her 
majefty.  Peter,  in  his  fury,  overfet  a  page 
who  flood  in  his  way,  and  ftruck  Catharine 
with  his  cane ;  but  faid  not  a  word  to  Moens, 
or  to  madarne  Balk,  intending  to  punifti  them 
in  a  manner  more  fevere  than  by  fome  ftrokes  of 
his  cane. 

On  leaviflg  Catharine,  Peter,  ftill  in  a  tranf- 
port  of  rage,  ran  abruptly  into  the  chamber 
where  prince  Repnin  was  afleep  *,  who,  ftartin'g 
up,  and  feeing  the  tzar,  thought  himfelf  undone. 
"  Get  up,"  faid  the  tzar,  "  and  hear  me.  Thou 
<c  Jiaft  no  need  to  drefs."  Repnin  rofe,  trem- 
bling at  every  joint.  Peter  related  to  him  what 
had  happened,  and  added :  "  I  am  determined 
"  to  cut  off  the  emprefs's  head  as  foon  as  it  is 
u  day-light/*  -~-  €C  You  have  fuftained  an  in- 
"  jury,  and  you  are  abfolute  matter/*  anfwered 
Repnin ;  "  but  permit  me,  with  due  refpeft,  to 
*e  make  one  obfervation.  Why  divulge  the  fatal 
"  adventure  at  which  you  are  fo  much  irritated:? 

You  have  been  forced  to  deftroy  the  ftrelitze$. 


*  Prince  Repnin  has  often  .related  thefe  particulars*  He 
was  the  grandfather  of  prince  Nicholas  Repnin  who  was 
fome  years  ago  ambaffador  at  Warfaw  and  governor  of 
Livonia. 

"  Almoft 
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"  Almoft  every  year  of  your  reign  has  been 
marked  by  bloody  executions.  You  thought 
it  behoved  you  to  condemn  your  own  fon  to 
death.  If  you  cut  off  the  head  of  your  wife,  you 
will  tarnifh  forever  the  glory  of  your  name ; 
"  Europe  will  behold  you  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a  prince  greedy  of  the  blood  of  your 
fubjefts,  and  of  all  your  kindred.  Revenge 
the  outrage ;  put  Moens  to  death  by  the 
<c  fword  of  the  law.  But  as  to  the  emprefs, 
your  beft  tf  ay  will  be  to  get  rid  of  her  by 
means  that  will  not  fully  your  fame/' 
During  this  fpeech  Peter  was  violently  agitated. 
After  fixing  his  eyes  for  fome  moments  on 
Repnin,  he  left  the  room  without  uttering  a 
word.  The  ruin  of  Moens  was  already  refolved. 
He  was  arretted  as  well  as  madame  Balk.  They 
were  both  confined  in  the  winter-palace,  in  an 
apartment  where  none  had  admiffion,  except 
the  emperor  himfelf,  who  carried  them  their 
viftuals.  At  the  fame  time  a  report  was  fpread, 
that  the  brother  and  the  fitter  had  been  bribed 
xby  the  enemies  of  the  country,  in  hopes  of 
bringing  the  emprefs  to  aft  upon  the  mind 
of  the  tzar  prejudicially  to  the  interefts  of 
Ruffia. 
Moens  was  interrogated  by  the  monarch  in 

prefence  of  general  Ufchakofj  and,  after  having 

confeffed 
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confeffed  whatever  they  pleafed,  he  loft  his  head 
en  the  block  *. 

Madame  Balk,  his  fitter,  received  the  knoot ; 
and  it  is  pretended  that  it  was  the  tzar  himfelf 
who  infli&ed  it  on  her :  after  this  (he  was  fent 
into  Siberia. 

Moens  walked  to  meet  his  fate  with  manly 
firmnefs.  He  always  wore  a  diamond  bracelet, 
to  which  was  a  miniature  of  Catharine  j  but,  as 
it  was  not  perceived  at  the  time  of  his  being 
feized,  he  found  means  to  conceal  it  under  his 
garter  ;  and  when  he  was  oil  the  fcaffold  he 
confided  this  fecret  to  the  lutheran  paftor  who 
accompanied  him,  and  under  cover  of  his  cloak 
flipped  the  bracelet  into  his  hand  to  reftore  it 
to  the  emprefs. 

The  tzar  was  a  fpettator  of  the  punifliment  of 
Moens  from  one  of  the  windows  of  the  fenate. 
The  execution  being  over,  he  got  up  on  the 
fcaffold,  took  the  head  of  Moens  by  the  hair, 
and  expreffed  with  a  brutal  energy  how  de- 
lighted he  was  with  the  vengance  he  had  taken. 
The  fame  day,  that  prince  had  the  cruelty  to 
conduct  Catharine  in  an  open  carriage  round 
the  flake  on  which  was  fixed  the  head  of  the 
unfortunate  fufferer.     Catharine  was  fufficiently 

*  The  27th  of  Norember  1724, 

#  miftrefs 
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xniftrefs  of  herfelf  not  to  change  countenance 
at  the  fight  of  this  terrible  pbje&j  but  it  is 
feid,  that  on  returning  to  her  apartment  (he 
(hed  abundance  of  tears  *. 


Not  only  the  internal  fr^itne  and  confiitution 
of  the  ruffian  empire  received  from  the  hand  of 
Peter  a  great  and  almoft  general  reform,  but 
even  its  relation  to  the  reft  of  the  eiiropean,  par- 
ticularly the  northern  dates,  was  now,  in  com- 
parifon  with  former  times,  entirely  changed. 
Sweden  and  Poland,  lately  the  formidable  foes 
and  neighbours  of  the  empire,  faw  themfelves 
now  weakened  and  humbled  by  Ruffia,  and  the 
form»  even  defpoiled*  of  a  great  part  of  her 
poffeffions,  Ruflia  became,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  years,  fcr  powerful  as  to  be  the  mod  dan- 
gerous neighbour  to  both.  The  ottoman  empire, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  foregoing  century,  had  already 
beheld  the  effects  of  Peter's  enterprifing  fpirit, 
and  did  not  dare  to  violate  the  treaty  to  which 
the  tzar  had  been  compelled  by  adverfe  circum- 

#  Thefe  particulars  are  taken  from  the  above- mentioned 
jnanufcript  memoirs  written  at  the  time. 
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ftances  to  accede  at  Pruth,  though  inftigated  to 
the  breach  of  it  by  the  earneft  felicitations  of 
Charles  XII.  or  to  oppofe,  by  force  of  arms,  the 
conquefts  of  the  Ruffians  in  Perfia.  Peter  had 
thus,  therefore,  raifed  his  country  to  a  pitch  of 
eminence,  which  the  neighbouring  kingdoms 
faw  with  jealoufy, '  and  that  within  the  fhort 
period  of  not  quite  thirty  years.  Yet  all  his 
labours  might  have  been  rendered  altogether 
vain,  all  his  undertakings  and  their  important 
confequences  have  been  entirely  fruftrated,  un- 
lefs  his  fucceffors  fhould  profecute  the  edifice 
of  which  the  foundations  were  laid  by  him* 
Nothing  more  was  requifite  than  that  the  fuc- 
ceeding  fpvereigns  fhould  tread  in  Peter's  foot- 
fteps  for  producing  the  effeft,  that  the  confe- 
quence  to  which  the  tzar  had  raifed  the  empire 
fhould  not  only  be  undiminifhed,  but  even  the 
circumference  of  it  from  time  to  time  confider- 
ably  increafed ;  and  that  at  prefent,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  Ruffia's  importance 
in  the  political  fcale  of  Europe,  is  not  only  as 
great,  but  much  greater  than  that  which  Peter 
endeavoured  to  procure  it,  and  to  which,  a 
hundred  years  s^go,  he  made  the  beginning  by 
his  fuccefsful  wTar  againft  the  Turks.  It  is  very 
remarkable  and  Angular,  that  Peter's  fyftem  of 
policy  was  preferved,  profecuted  and  enlarged, 
voi*  ii.  n  ,    under 
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under  the  government  of  women ;  for  his  Mftf 
fucceffors  who  bore  his  name,  fat  not  long  upoft 
the  ruffian  throne. 

The  modern  hifldrf  of  Ruflia  is  alfo  princi- 
pally marked  by  feveral  revolutions,  and  thefe 
revolntions  are  again  extremely  different  from 
events  of  that  nature  m  the  hiftory  of  other, 
countries.      In     other    countries    thefe   great 
changes  have  been  attended  with  bloodfhed  and 
eivil  wars ;  but  in  Ruffia  they  were  all  the  work 
of  one  night  or  one  day.    The  nation  at  large 
took  little  or  no  (hare  at  all  in  them j  the  court 
and  the  great  men  alone  feem  to  have  been  any- 
ways concerned ;  and  the  foWiers,  efpeeiaily  the 
guards,    were    always    the    principal    a&ors* 
Now,  though  thefe  revolutions  in  the   throne 
produeed  no  alterations  in  the  body  of  the  em- 
pire, yet  I  have  thought  it  not  proper  tf  anfiently 
to  pafs  them  over,  not  only  becaufe  k  is  in  the 
nature  of  man  to  take  an  intereft  in  the  fate  of 
thofe  who  ftand  fo  high  as  fovereigns,  particu- 
larly if  it  have  any  thing  unufual  in  it;  b«!t 
Kkewife  becaufe  the  ftudents  of  hiftory  may  form 
conclufions  from   fuch   events   concerning   the 
character  of  the  nation  as  well  as  of  the  fpirit  of 
the  government. 

Peter  died  of  a  painful  difeafe  in  1J2 5,  with' 
out  having  appointed  a  fueceifor,  as  he  had  a* 

9  right 
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tight  to  do  in  Virtue  of  the  law  offucceffion 
tenanted  by  himfelf  and  ratified  by  the  oath  of 
his  fubje&s.     It  feemed  ndw  to  reft  entirely  oa 
the  nation,  or  its  chiefs,  to  fiipply  the  vacancy  . 
bf  the  throne,  as  the  great  meii  in  Ruflja  had 
conftantly  Affetted  their  influence  on  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  their  mdnarchs.    Accordingly,  on  this 
occafiori  feveral  plans  tyerp  framled  contenting 
the  fucceffion.     The  principal  perfonages  had 
taken  every  poffible  precaution  to  have  the  em- 
peror's death  inirriediately  announced  to  them ; 
having,  during  the  laft  days  of  his  life,  caufed  one 
bf  their  fefvarits  to  wait  iii  the  imperial  palace; 
in  order  to  have  notice  of  the  event  the  inftant 
it  fhoiiid  happen.    It  \fras  fdrefeen  that  Menu 
fchikof  would  employ  every  effort  to  raife  Catha- 
rine, the  tzar's  fecbrtd  cdnfort,  to  the  throne, 
that;  iii  quality  of  her  favourite,  he  might  rule  , 
the  helm  of  the  ftate ;  but  this  Meriichikof  was 
fpurned  at  by  riioft  df  the  great  men  on  account 
bf  his  humble  origin,  and  hated  for  his   un- 
boundfed  arrogance  and  avarice  *;     It  was  there- 
fore 

*  Mehtchikof  was  led  by  his  avarice  to  frequent  em- 
bezzlements and  %q  commit  many  ails  of  oppreflion  and 
injuftice,  which  the  tzar  ptfnimed  as  well  as  he  could  by 
beating  him  heartily  with  his  ftick :  but  notwithftanding 
this  he  retained  him  in  his  employments.     Peter  I.  when 

U  2  angry 
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fore  the.wifh  of  thefe  to  remove  both  him  and 
Catharine  from  the  government,  to  affign  the 
latter  a  convent,  and  the  former  Siberia  for 
their  abode,  to  proclaim  the  young  prince  Peter' 
emperor,  now  nineteen  years  of  age,  anil  grand- 
fon  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  daring  his  minority 
to  have  the  entire  management  of  the  admini- 
ftration,  to  difmifs  the  foreigners,  of  whom  a 
great  number,  favoured  by  Peter,  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  various  ftations  in  all  the  departments 
of  government,  to  reftore  a  variety  of  cuftoms 
abolifhed  by  the  tzar,  and  in  that  view  to  repeal 
many  of  his  ordinances  and  ftatutes.  This,  I 
fay,  was  the  wifti  of  moll  of  the  great  men  who 


angry  on  fimilar  occasions  with  the  perfons  in  office,  would 
fay,  that  he  thought  it  abfolutely  impoflible  to  prevent  his 
countrymen  from  il riving  to  cheat ;  fometimes  adding,  to  a 
foreigner,  "  If  you  want  to  find  a  Ruffian  of  honour  andv 
"  probity,  examine  clofely  whether  he  has  hair  growing  in 
*'  the  palm  of  his  hand  ;  and,  if  you  find  none*  fay  boldly 
'*  that  he  is  a  rafcal."  —  Peter  I.  at  his  death  was  only  53 
years  old.  It  is  generally  faid  that  he  died  of  a  fuppreffion 
of  urine.  Voltaire  affirms,  that  he  was  defirous  to  make  a 
will,  but  that  he  was  unable  either  to  write  or  to  dictate. 
The  manufcript  memoirs  of  Magnan,  on  the  contrary,  in- 
form us,  that  it  is  highly  probable  that  he  actually  made 
that  will ;  but,  as  it  was  agreeable  neither  to  the  tzaritza 
nor  to  Mcntchikof,  they  came  to  the  refolutiori  to  fup- 
prefs  it. 

conceived 


HISTORY   OF   HUSSIA.  l8l 

conceived  they  had  a  right  to  fpeak  their  opi- 
nion on  the  fubjeft  of  filling  the  vacant  throne. 
It  is  probable,  likewife,  that  this   plan   might 
have  been  brought  to  bear,  if  the  authors  and 
^bettors   of  it  had  not  been  reftrained  by  the 
exceffive  awe  which   all   men  had  for  Peter, 
while  he  breathed,  from  taking  the  fmalleft  ftep 
to  the    execution   of   this  projeft;   being  ap* 
preheqfive,  that  if  he  ihould  recover,  and  be 
informed  of  the  defign,  they  might  be  punifhed 
in  his  ufual  fevere  and  inexorable  manner.     So 
much  the  more  artful  were  the  meafures  purfued 
by  Mentchikof  and  his  adherents  for  fecuring 
the  fucceffion  to  Catharine.     The  clergy  and  the 
foldiers  were  all  that  were  jieceffary  to  be  gained 
by  them  for  promifing  themfelves   the  defired 
fuccefs ;  and   thefe  were  gained  —  by  money, 
for  Mentchikof  had  wifely  in  time  availed  him* , 
felf  of  the  opportunity  of  getting  poffeffion  of 
the  imperial  treafure.     Catharine  likewife  had, 
the  day  before  Peter's  death,  an  interview  with 
Mentchikof  and  fome  other  men  in  power,  at 
which  they  promifed  her  every  affiftance  in  her 
undertaking. 

Immediately  on  the  death  of  the  tzar  the 
great  men  of  the  nation  aflembled  in  the  impe- 
rial palace  at  Peterfburg;  and  fcarcely  were 
they  met  than  Catharine  appeared,  with  Ment- 

n  3  chikof, 
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chikof,  the  duke  of  Holftein,  and  fome  others 
in  her  train,  and  proppfed  herfelf  as  empress. 
Indeed  (he  prefently  after  withdrew,  in  order, 
as  was  faid,  to  give  the  affembled  nobles  time. 
to  deliberate  on  the  legitimacy  of  her  claim  to, 
the  throne ;  when  much  was  faid  on  the  circum- 
ftance  that  Petei/  had  left  no  will^  and  therefore 
$hat  they  might  proceed  to  an  election.  Bu$ 
a  part  of  the  aflembly,  and  particularly  the 
heads  pf  tb?  plergy,  had  been  won  over ;  an- 
other part  complied  with  the  propofal  from 
fear  * ;  and  agaiuft  the  few  wfoo  oppofed  it  an 
appeal  was  made  to.  the  oral  declaration  of  the 
late  tzar,  by  \vhigh  it  was  pretended,  that  he 
affirmed  that  he  had  caufed  Catharine  to  be. 
folemnly  prowned  only  th$t  fee  might  hereafter 
fucceed  to  the  government.  At  length  Ment- 
qhikof  interrupted  the  confutation  by  a  word 
of  comrpajid,  at  which  the  guards,  whofe  con- 
currence had  been  for  the  greater  part  fecured^ 
for  which  no  money  had  been  fpared,  marched 
out,  exclaiming :  Long  live  o\ir  emprefs  Catha- 
rine. During  which  fee  preferred  herfelf  at  the 
window  to  the  pppi^lace  \  and  no\y  th.ei;e  was 

*  The  officers  of  the  gtiaxds,  in  the  pay  of  ft^entchikof* 
'and  difperfed  by  him  about  the  place  of  meeting,  openly 
threatened  to  poignard  any  who  mould  endeavour  to  pre- 
heat the  proclamation  of  Catharine  as  emprefs. 

no* 
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oot  one  of  the  .whole  affembly  who  would  have 
dared  to  fhew  any  oppofition  in  her  prefence. 
She  was  therefore  declared  emprefs ;  on  which 
{he  promised  to  be  the  mother  of  the  country, 
as  Peter  had  been  the  father ;  and  Mentchikof, 
to  the  great  mortification  of  many  of  the  nobles, 
who  wiihed  themfelves  in  his  place,  had  the 
fatisfaftion  lo  fee  his  project  crowned  with  ftfc- 
cefs*.  Thus,  for  the  firft  time,  iince  Olga, 
who  reigned  in  the  tenth  century,  a  woman  fat 
upon  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  a  woman  of  obfcure 
defcent,  by  the  moft  fingular  turns  of  fortune, 
ralfed  to  the  exalted  rank  of  an  unlimited 
fovereignf. 

The  hiftory  of  Catharine's  infancy  is  ftill 
covered  with  darknefs  and  uncertainty  j  and  the 

*  According  to  field-marfbal  Munich's  account,  Ment- 
chikof,  at  the  head  of  the  guards,  burft  into  the  hall  where 
the  fenators  were  fitting  with  the  doors  locked,  confulting 
about  the  fucceflion,  and  qrdeied  Catharine  to  be  pro- 
claimed emprefs. 

f  Mentchikbf  at  firft  (hared  the  fovereign  power  which 
}ie  had  obtained  for  her  with  the  emprefs ;  and  it  is  a  very 
ftriking  circumftance,  that  in  a  period  juftty  ftyled  an  en- 
lightened age,  the  two  perfonages  at  the  head  of  the  moft 
extenfive  empine  of  the  world  could  neither  write  nor  read. 
The  artful  and  treacherous  Tolfto'i  managed  almoft  all  the 
affairs  of  the.  ruflian  cabinet* 

n  4  various 
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various  and  contradi&ory  accounts  of  it  would 
of  themfelves  compofe  a  volume ;  as  even  the 
year  and  place  of  her  birth  are  not  accurately 
afcertairied  *.  Only  thus  much  is  extremely 
probable,  that  fhe  was  born  a  Livonian,  and 
fprung  from  vulgar  parents  t,  that  fhe  loft 
them  when  very  young,  was  afterwards  taken 
into  the  houfe  of  the  provoft  Gluck  at  Marien- 
burg, where  fhe  ferved  as  houfemaid  and  nurfe 
to  the  children,  got  acquainted  with  a  foldier, 
with  whom  flie  was  foon  after  married.  But 
whether  this  foldier  was  obliged  on  the  very 
wedding-day  to  join  his  regiment  and  make  an 
abrupt  departure,  as  the  Ruffians  were  every 
day  more  clofely  inverting  Marienburg  as  ene- 
mies, and  confequently  whether  Catharine  as  a 
bride  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  or 

* 

whether  fhe  had  already  lived  fome  time  in 
-wedlock,  remains  equally  undecided.^  More  au- 
thentic, however,  is  the  account,  that,  after  the 
conqueft  of  Marienburg  by  the  Ruffians,  the 
provoft  Gluck  prefented  himfelf  to  the  ruffian 

*  By  fome  accounts  (he  was  born  in  1682,  by  others 
later,  and  even  not  till  1689* 

f  Some  ilatements  make  her  the  daugttf er  of  a  fwedifli 
quarter-mafter.  By  others  we  are  told  that  fhe  was  an 
illegitimate  daughter  of  a  fwedifh  lieutenaut-colonel  and, a 
livonian  female  vaifal. 

general 
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general  Scheremetof,  the  firft  in  command,  to* 
befeech  him  to  mitigate  .the  calamities  that 
threatened  the  town,  Catharine  was  in  com- 
pany with  Gluck,  and  by  her  beauty  attracted  the 
general's  notice,  who  immediately  took  her  with 
him  home,  fnrniflied  her  with-  better  cloaths,  and 
treated  her  with  great  kindnefs.  Mentchikof,' 
who  here  faw  Catharine,  by  his  authority  ap- 
propriated this  part  of  the  fpoil  to  himfelf :  but 
he  enjoyed  her  not  long.  Peter,  who  happened 
once  to  fee  the  fair  ftranger  at  Mentchikof  's, 
was  fo  ftruck  with  her,  that  he  took  her  to  him- 
felf, forbade  Mentchikof  to  have  any  farther  in- 
timacy with  her,  gave  her  fervants  to  attend  her, 
and  conferred  on  her  the  title  "  her  grace/5  She 
was  now  baptized  into  the  ruffian  church  *,  and 
was  highly  pleafed  with  her  new  fituation,  made 
it  her  principal  bufinefs  to  ftudy  Peter's  charac- 
ter, that  his  love  for  her  increafed  from  day  to 
day.  She  likewife  frequently  bleffed  Peter  with 
f  hildreh ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  privately 
married  her  in  1707,  but  firft  publicly  declared 
her  to  be  his  wife  in  171 1,  inftituted  an  order 
of  knighthood  in  her  honour,  appointed  her  a 


*  She  was  originally  brought  up  in  the  lutheran  confef- 
ifion.  In  the  opinion,  however,  oT  thofe  who  make  Catha- 
rine a  native  Lithuanian,  fhe  was  a  catholic. 

coronation 
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coronation  with  pompous  ceremonies  in  1724, 
and  with  his  own  hands  placed  the  crown  upon 
her  head  *..  Such  were  the  fortunes  of  this  ex? 
traordinary  woman.  Catharine,  as  a  fruitful 
mother,  by  fharing  all  dangers  with  the  tzar* 
accompanying  him  on  his  travels,  as  in  his 
fecond  journey  to  Holland,  and  even  attending 
him  in  war,  taking  the  tendered  care  of  his 
health,  which  was  none  of  the  ftrongeft,  never 
betraying  any  fymptoms  of  jealoufy  when  other 
ladies  were  found  amiable :  in  fhort,  by  gaining 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  chara&er,  ancl 
bearing  with  his  humours,  by  never  meddling 
with  government  affairs,  only  defirous  of 
being  wife  and  mother,  fecured  to  her  Peter's 
affection  as  long  as  he  lived;  and  it  is  by 
Ho  means  improbable,  that  Peter  himfelf,  if 
$e  had  been  granted  a  longer  life,  would 
have  declared  her  for  his  fucceffor.  The  gene-, 
rality  of  the  nation  found  not  the  lead  impro- 
priety in  Catharine's  acceding  to  the  vacant 
throne,  as  fhe  had  been  Peter's  wife  for  many 
years,  and  had  been  folemnly  crowned  emprefs. 
By  a  condefcending,  mild,  and  obliging  deport-* 

*  While  Peter  was  performing  this  ceremony,  Catharine 
embraced  his  knee,  and  Kifled  it.  Peter  immediately  raifed 
her  up* 

ment 
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ineiit  towards  every  one  *,  which  (he  conftantly 
preferved,  a  great  part  of  the  nation  was  more- 
pver  much  prepoffeffed  in  her  Favour.  The 
foldiers  were  particularly  her  friends,  from  her 
having  been  prefent  in  fo  many  campaigns,  from 
lier  having  had  a  confiderable  hand  in  making 
the  peace  which  the  army,  furrounded  near  the 
Pruth,  obtained  of  the  grand  vizir,  and  having 
been  the  phyfician  and  faviour  of  great  numbers 
pf  the  wounded. .  Accordingly,  the  foldiers,  on 
receiving  the  tidings  of  Peter's  death,  one  and 
all  cried  out,  If,  however,  our  father  be  dead, 
pur  mother  \s  ftill  alive.  Indeed,  difcontented 
perfons  were  not  wanting,  who  faw  with  extreme 
diflike,  that  a  woman  of  fuch  vulgar  defcent, 
who  was  not  even  a  native  Ruffian,  had  afcended 
the  throne ;  yet  the  dififatisfa&ion  of  numbers  of 
the  great  arofe  lefs  from  diflike  to  Catharine 
{han  from  hatred  to  MentTchikof. 

This  man,  too,  born  in  a  mean  ftation,  and 
elevated  to  be  Peter's  favourite  t>  enjoyed,  in- 
deed, 

*  Accordingly  (he.  endeavoured  to  provide  for  her  foftei> 
father  Gluck,  and  procured  him  a  good  fituation,  as  well  as 
conferred  a  number  of  benefits  on  all  the  perfons  of  Ms 
family-. 

f  If  Mentchikof  in  his  youth  was  not  a  paftry-cook,  he 
was  certainly  one  of  the  loweft  menial  fervants  at  the  tzarian 
dourt.     Peter  obferving  him  to  be  a  ftrewd  lad,  toot;  him 

among 
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deed,  during  the  reign  of  this  emprefs,  the 
greatefl:  refpeft,  which  was  only  in  fome  degree 
leflened  by  the  duke  of  Holfteiq. 

Catharine*  from  the  very  commencemeitf: 
of  her  reign,,  concluded  herfelf  with  the  greateft 
benignity  and  gentlenefs,  whereby  (he  fecured  to 
herfelf  (till  more,  the  lpye  and  veneration  of  the 
generality  of  her  fubje&s.  She  reduced  the 
annual  capitation-tax  by  one  eighth,  ordered  the 
gibbets  to  be  cut  down  which  had  been  ere&ed 
by  Peter  in  great  numbers  throijghout  the 
country,  had.  the  bodies  of  the  numerous  perfons 
he  had  executed,  ftfll  lying  ijnburied,  interred ; 
recalled  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  had  in  the 
late  reign  been  baniflied  to  Siberia  *,  paid  the 
troops  their  arrears,  reftored  to  the  Kozaks 
feveral  of  their  privileges  and  immunities  which 
had  been  wrefted  from  them  by  Peter,  and  made 


among  the  potefchnii,  and  Mentchikof  was  artful  enough 
to  gain  fo  complete  a  knowledge  of  his  mailer's  humours 
and  temper,  that  though  Peter  often  treated  him  very 
harfhly,  by  beating  him,  and  feveral  times  impofing  on  him 
heavy  penalties,  yet  Mentchikof  contrived  to  keep  himfejf 
in  the  tzar's  favour  to  the  day  of  his  death ;  and  this  he  did 
chiefly  by  admiring  foreign  cuftoms,  and  helping  to  render 
the  ruffian  ufages  and  manners' ridiculous. 

*  Excepting  the  relations  and  friends  of  Peter's  former 

no 
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llo  changes  among  the  officers  of  jftate.  She 
thus  attached  to  her  the  people,  the  army,  and 
even  mod  of  the  great  families  of  the  nation  *; 
The  attempts  of  two  impoftors,  who  feverally 
gave  themfelves  out  for  Peter's  unfortunate  foa 
Alexey,  were  fpeedily  defeated,  and  the  pre- 
tenders to  the  throne  beheaded.  The  empire 
enjoyed  during  her  reign  the  bleffing  of  peace, 
which' it  had  fcarcely  ever  been  able  to  do  under 
Peter.  But  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  neither 
the  army  nor  the  navy  were  negle&ed ;  on  the 
contrary,  both  were  put  in  the  beft  condition  t ; 
and  it  was  fettled  by  treaty  entered  into  by  the 
government  [1726]  with  the  german  emperdf, 
that,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  they  fliould  repipro- 
cally  aflift  one  another  with  an  army  of  30,000 

*  Catharine,  however,  who,  during  Peter's  lifetime,  had 
ihewn  fo  much  courage,  activity,  and  aidour,  in  the  greateft 
enterprifes,  foon  difdained  to  trouble  herfelf  with  public 
bufmefs,  and  gave  herfelf  up  entirely  to  luxury  and  pleafure. 
She  took  on  at  once  two  new  favourites,  the  young  prince 
Sapieha,  and  a  livonian  gentleman  named  Loewenwolden. 
Thefe  two  rivals  equally  flrove  to  pleafe  her,  and  alternately 
received  proofs  of  her  tendernefs,  without  fuffering  their 
happinefs  to  be  interrupted  by  the  interference  of  jcaloufy. 

•J*  The  former  was  augmented  to  nearly  one  Jiundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  men,  and  the  latter  confided  of  twenty-fix 
line  of  battle  (hips,  fifteen  frigates,  one  hundred  and  forty 
gallies,  feveral  fmall  tranfport  vefleb,  and  fourteen  thoufand 
failors. 

men, 
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men,  ztid  each  of  them  guarantee  the  territories 
bf  either.  The  particular  motive  to  thefe  en- 
gagements was  the  defire  that  Catharine  had  of 
fcflifting  her  ibn-in-law  the  duke  of  Holftein  \. 
who  lived  in  Ruffia,  abfent  from  his  dominions* 
vhich  Denmark  had  appropriated  to  itfelf,  to 
the  poffeflion  of  his  duchy  of  Schlefvigj  to  which 
Peter  had  already  ihown  «a  inclination;  Catha- 
rine, therefore,  made  the  moft  urgent  remojv 
ftrances  to  the  daniih  court,  ordered  a  fleet  to 
be  got  ready  f ;  and  on  the  failure  of  all  hfcr 

•  He  had  married  the  princefs  Anne,  Catharine's  daugh- 
ter. Of  this  marriage  between  the  duke  of  Holftein  and 
Anna  Petrovna  was  born,  February  21,  1728,  the  unfortu- 
nate Peter  III.  whom  the  duke's  enemies  for  a  long  time 
called  no  othcrwife  than  the  fori  of  the  duchefs  bf  Holftein: 
Colonel  Brummer  was  the  firft  tutor  of  this  prince,  and  ac- 
companied him  to  Ruffia  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 

\  The  tza*fitza  iflued  orders  to  equip  a  formidable  arma- 
ment, for  the  purpofe  of  forcing  the  king  of  Denmark  ttf 
give  fatisfa&ion  to  the  duke  of  Holftein,  in  regard  to  Schlef- 
tig.  -  All  at  once  the  ftore-houfes  of  the  navy,  and  a  great 
nuiriber  bf  gallies  appointed  to  cotivey  the  troops  that  were 
ready  to  embark,- were  confumed  by  fire.  It  was  faid;  that 
Mentchikof,  in"  concert  with  admiral  Apraxin,  had  fet  them! 
in  flames,  to  revenge  themfelves  on  the  duke  of  Holftein. 
It  is  true  that  the  Danes  were  likewife  accufed  of  it. 
Shortly  after,  an  englifh  fleet  and  a  danifh  fquadrdn  ap- 
peared, one  before  Reval,  and  the  other  before  Cronftadt* 
fpreading  alarn\  even  to  Peterfburg. 

remon-" 
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ftitioriftrances,  feemed  determined  to  fupport 
the  demands  of  the  duke  of  Holftein  with  all  the 
power  of  a  ruffian  emprefs.  The  nation  and 
the  fenate»  however,  (hewed  but  little  difpofirioii 
to  engage  in  an  e*penfive  war  with  Denmark* 
and  het  allies,  England  and  France,  on  account 
bf  the  claims  of  a  prince  conne&ed  with  tte 
reigning  family  only  by  marriage,  in  fupport  of 
a  german  duke*  The  difpute  was  regarded  as  a 
private  concern  J  and  Catharine  died  without 
a  fliot  being  fired  in  favour  of  het  fon*in-Iaw. 

Uncertain  as  it  is  when  and  where  Catharine 
came  into  the  world,  not  lefs  Undecided  is  it 
whether  fhe  went  out  of  it  in  a  natural  way* 
Some  hiftorians  affirm  that  fhe  was  poifoned* 
which  occafioned  her  to  linger  fome  time,  and 
at  length  brought  her  to  the  grave*  Others  on 
good  reafons  deny  this  affertion,  while  they 
allow  that  fhe  injured  herfelf  by  her  manner  of 
life,  particularly  by  drunkennefs,  to  \vhich  fhe 
might  have  been  feduced  by  h&  hufband's  ex- 
ample, and  from  complaifance  to  him ;  and  thus* 
as  well  as  by  the  lingular  cuftom  of  paffing 
whole  nights  in  walking  out  and  driving  in 
fledges,  undermined  her  health,  and  ruined  her 
conftitution.     She  died  the  17th  of  May,  1727. 

Previous  to  her  death  fhe  was  perfuaded  to 
inake  her  will  j  the  main  point  of  which,  con- 
cerning 
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cerning  the  fucceffion,  was,  that  Peter  Alexie- 
vitch*  fliould  be  her  fucceffor,  and*  till  he 
attained  his  fixteenth  year,  to  be  under  the  tute- 
lage of  the  princeffes  Anna  and  Elizabeth^  the 
duke  of  Holftein,  and  the  other  members  of  the 
council  f,  making  provifion  alfo  for  the  cafu- 
alty  of  the  young  emperor's  dying  without 
heirs.  A  fecond  article  of  the  will  was,  thar.  the 
regency  fliould  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  mar- 
riage between  the  young  emperor  and  a  daughter 
of  prince  Mentchikof.  The  will,  moreover, 
even  contained  feveral  proofs  of  Catharine's 
concern  for  her  fon-in-law  the  duke  of  Holftein. 

The  bounds  of  the  empire  were  aUb  enlarged 
under  Catharine,  by  the  homage  paid  her  by  the 
kubinfkian  Tartars,  and  the  fubmiffion  of  a 
georgian  prince  to  Ruffia. 

That  Catharine,  notwithftanding  (he' could 
neither  write  nor  read,  had  a  great  natural  un- 
derftanding,  a  very  high  degree  of  prudence,  and 
a  perfectly  found  judgment,  is  manifeft  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  her  reign.  Yet,  perhaps,  if  fhe 
had  lived  longer,    that  would  have   happened 

*  Alexey's  fon,  and  grandfon  of  Peter. 

•J*  This  council,  or  college  of  private  advice,  as  it  was 
called,  was  eltablifhed  under  Catharine,  and  confifted  ori- 
ginally- of  feven  members,  whofe  bulinefs  it  was  to  look  after 
foreign  affairs. 

which 
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irhich  has  often  been  afferted,  namely,  that  (he 
tfroufd  have  been  detruded  from  the  throfle.  At 
leaft,  there  was  never  wanting  a  grveat  number  of 
malcontents  all  the  while  fhe  reigned.  The  im- 
penetrable veil  of  obfcurity  that  concealed  her 
drigin,  the  hiftory  of  her  earlier  days,  ere  fhe 
was  acknowledged  by  Peter  as  his  wife,  were  a 
ftuihbfing-block  to  many ;  and  papers  were  fre- 
quently handed  about,  in  which  fhe  was  very 
irreverently  mentioned,  Already,  in  the  fecbnd 
yeanof  her  reign,  fhe  felt  herfelf  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  threatening  to  punifli  with  death  all 
fuch  as  fhould  fpeak  of  her  family  in  difrefpe&ful 
terms*.  The  following  judgment,  therefore, 
paffed  upon  her  by  a  german  author  of  that 
time,  who  was  well  informed  of  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  Catharine's  life,  feems  accurately  to  fait 
her.     "  The  gratitude  and  kindnefe,"  fays  he, 

*  All  at  once  arrived  at  Petersburg  a  brother  of  Catha- 
rine* whom  fhe  ordered  to  take  the  name  of  count  Skav- 
roulky.  He  brought  with  him  his  wife  and  three  children. 
"What  made  this  circumftance  the  more  aftonifhing  was, 
that  it  had  always  been  believed  that  the  emprefs  had  no 
knowledge  of  any  of  fier  relations.  His  children  were  two 
boys  and  a  girl.  The  emprefs  married  the  latter  to  her 
lavourite  Sapieha;  Several  authors  have  mentioned;  that  the 
tzar  knew  the  brother  of  Catharine ;  but,  according  to  the 
manufcript  memoirs  already  often  cited,  this  is  a  mfftake. , 

vol.  11.  o  «  which 
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"  whieh  this  princefs  difcovers  towards  aH  man< 
kind,  particularly  towards  her  former  acquaint- 
"  ance,  her  refignation  in  adverfe  affairs,  her 
unabating  follicitudes  for  the  health  of  her 
•c  fpoufe,  and  her  humanity  in  always  advifing 
"  the  tzar  to  gentle  and  temperate  meafures  V 
"  are  fuch  laudable  qualities,  as  in  Tome  degree 
€C  to  efface  the  blemifh  on  her  birth,  and  to 
"  atone  for  other  fatalities." 

The  fucceflion  and  the  marriage  of  Peter  II.  t 
with  MentchikoPs  daughter,  were  the  two  fole 
itenre  of  Catharine's  will  which  Mentchikof  was 

■ 

anxious  to  execute.  Indeed,  numbers  of  the 
great  would  have  been  glad  to  fee  Peter  deprived 
of  the  fucceflion,  partly  becaufe  it  was  highly 
probable  that  Mentchikof  would  continue  to  aft 
the  fame  part  under  the  new  monarch  which  h^ 
had  begun  under  the  former,  partly  becaufe 
they  were  afraid  that  Peter  II.  would  make  his 
refentment  fall  heavy  on  thofe  who  had  aflented 
to  the  fentence  of  death  pafled  on  his  father. 
Mentchikof,  however,  took  his  meafures  with 

*  She  wifhed  to  pcrfuade  Peter  not  to  proceed  with  fuch 
feverity  even  againft  Alexey.  She  kept  Afexey's  fon,  the 
young  Peter,  whom  (he  nominated  her  fucceffor,  as  her  owa 
fon,  and  took  care  of  his  education  like  a  mother. 

f  He  was  born  in  17 1 5. 

fo 
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fo  much  prudence,  that  the  imperial  heir,  now 
twelve  years  old,  immediately  received  homage 
as  emperor.  If,  while  Peter  I.  was  alive,  he 
flood  clofe  by  the  throne,  and  had  a  great 
influence  in  the  government  during  the  reign  of 
Catharine,  as  his  fphere  of  operation  was  only 
fomewhat  bounded  by  the  duke  of  Holftein, 
ftill  greater  opportunities  now  prefented  ttiem- 
felves  to  him  of  having  the  entire  management  of 
the  adminiflration  during  the  emperor's  minority, 
as  the  expe&ed  marriage  of  his  daughter  with 
the  young  monarch  woijld  probably  pl&ce  him 
and  his  family  for  ever  in  clofe  relationfbip  with 
the  reigning  houfe.  The  mod:  fanguine  wiihes 
could  require  no  more.  He  even  thought  him- 
felf  fo  fure  of  his  bufinefs,  that  he  now  threw  off 
all  restraint,  and  in  his  whole  behaviour  ihewed 
himfelf  as  already  the  father-in-law  of  the  em- 
peror. In  order  to  have  the  prince  conftantly 
about  him,  to  conduft  him  abfolutely  by  his 
will,  and  in  the  monarch  of  the  empire  to  form 
to  himfelf  an  obedient  fon-in-law,  he  took  him 
home  to  his  manflon.  No  one  feemed  able  or 
bold  enough  to  oppofe  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
what  Mentchikof  did  and  refolved  to  do.  But 
he  flood  not  long  on  this  pinnacle  of  power. 
Juftwhen  he  thought  himfelf  moft  fecure,  the 

02  .  hour 
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hour  of  has  fell  arrived  *•  Several  cf  rite  ftrft 
families  of  the  empire  had  ever  viewed  his  prof- 
perity  with  envious  eyes  \  and  as  Mentichiktsf  *» 
pride  and  arrogance  conftaatly  kept  pace  with  his 
advancement,  as  he  exercrfed  his  power  with  the 
moft  abfolute  defpotiftit,  the  number  and  the 
hatred  of  his  enemies  increased  in  an  equal  degree. 

*  The  duke  of  Halftein  and  his  minifter  were  not  the 
fole  enemies  of  Mentchikof:  he  had*  a  great  number  of 
fucb  as  were  implacable  and  fecret,  among  whom  was  Ofter- 
mann,  the  mod  afliduous  df  his  flatterers.  Oftermann, 
born  in  Weftphalia,  the  fon  of  a  lutheran  paftor,  had  ac- 
quired the  confidence  of  Peter  1.  and  arrived  at  the  high 
pod  of  vice-chancellor ;  but,  although  he  had  time  enough 
to  accuftonr  himfelf  to  the  manners  of  the  Ruffians,  he 
could  never  forgive  Mentchikof  fpr  addreffing  him  always- 
in  an  arrogant  and  fupercilious  tone,  and  often  threatening 
him  with  the  knoot,  and  with  Siberia.  Being  refolded  to> 
have  his  revenge,  he  had  feized  the  favourable  moment  for 
prompting  the  favourite  to  take  the  imprudent  ftep  that 
accelerated  his  downfall,  that  of  declaring  the  young  grand- 
duke  heir  of  the  empire,  to  prevent  the  duke  of  Holftein 
from  acceding  to  the  erown  on  the  death  of  the  tzaritza* 
Oftermann  had  been  fecretary  to  count  Shafirof,  the  moft 
able  minifter  of  Peter  I.  He  had  the  ingratitude^  to  cabal 
againft  Shafirof*  and  to  caufe  his  difmifiion  ;  as  he  likewife 
procured  that  of  marfhal  Munich.  In  fhort,  in  1741  Eli- 
zabeth banifhed  O Hermann  to  the  borders  of  the  Frozen- 
ocean,  and  there  he  died  in  i;47»  His  fon  was  vice- 
chancellor  under  Catharine  II. 

Attempts  - 
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Attempts  had  often  been  made,  but  in  vain,  to 
work  his  downfall :  they  now  fucceeded  *.  A 
youth  of  one  of  the  mod  refpe&able  families  of ' 
the  empire,  Ivan  Dolgoruki,  the  daily  companion 
of  the  young  emperor,  very  foon  found  an 
opportunity  to  inftil  prejudices  againft  Mentchi- 
kof  in  the  mind  of  Peter,  by  reprefenting  to  him 
that  this  man  was  allowed  to  affume  too  much 
of  the  monarch,  the  latter  having  properly  no 
will  of  his  own,  but  was  entirely  ruled  by  that  of 

*  The  chiefs  of  the  partywtre  Tolftoi,  Butturlin,  and 
the  count  de  Vier,  a  portuguezc  adventurer,  made  minifter 
of  police  in  Ruflia,  and  brother-in-law  to  Mentchikof,  much 
againfl  his  will.  The  count  de  Vier,  more  known  in  Ruflia 
under  the  name  of  Antone  Manuclovitch,  was  midfhipman 
on  board  of  a  merchant-fhip  when  Peter  I.  took  him  into 
his  fervice.  That  prince  placed  him  afterwards  at  the  head 
of  the  department  of  police,  in  which  poft  de  Vier  acquired 
great  reputation.  It  was  not  fafe  to  travel  in  any  part  of 
Ruflia,  except  by  caravans,  the  roads  were  fo  infefted  by 
robbers,  often  protected  by  the  lords  of  the  domain.  De 
Vier  found  means  of  reprefling  thefe  diforders;  in  reward, 
for  which  fervice  Peter  I.  gave  him  the  title  of  count,  and 
made  him  marry  the  filler  of  Mentchikof.  The  fecret 
pieetings  of  the  party  were  held  at  the  houfe  of  a  Piemontefe, 
named  count  Santi.  This  count  Santi  had  been  involved  in 
France  in  the  confpiracy  of  the  prince  of  Cellamare.  Being 
thrown  into  the  baftile,  whence  he  had  the  dexterity  to 
efcape,  he  went  over  to  Ruflia,  and  there  became  matter  of 
the  ceremonies  at  court* 

o  3  Mentchikof. 
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Mentchikof.  Dolgoruki's  infinuations  operated 
with  the  fpeedier  effeft,  as  Peter  felt  no  fondnefs 
for  Maria  Mentchikof,  who  was  defigned  to  be 
his  bride,  and  openly  confeffed  that  he  wiihed  to 
be  rid  of  her.  Mentchikof,  who  had  happily  out- 
ftood  even  the  boifterous  temper  of  Peter  the 
Great,  had  been  all-powerful  under  Catharine, 
notwithftanding  the  duke  of  Holftein's  machina- 
tions againft  him,  and  was  afterwards  the  auftere 
and  imperious  father-in-law  of  Peter  II.  was  now 
overthrown,  and  obliged  with  his  whole  family, 
of  which  even  the  betrothed  wife  of  the  young 
emperor  formed  a  part,  to  depart  for  Berefof 
in  Siberia*,  1727.  By  this  ftroke  of  fortune 
all  his  plans  of  greatnefs  were  at  once  defeated, 
and  the  treafures  he  had  accumulated  f  poured 
into  the  imperial  coffers,  from  which  the  greater 
pjirt  had  been  furreptitioufly  taken, 

f he 

*  Tolfloi  was  exiled  to  Siberia,  where  he'  died.  De 
Vier  had  the  fame  lot,  after  having  received  above  a  hundred 
ftrokes  of  the  knoot.  Butturlin  and  fome  others  were 
banifhed  to  various  places.  Mentchikof  died  in  his  exile  at 
Berefof  in  1729. 

>f  Confining  of  nine  millions  of  rubles  in  bank  notes  and 
obligations,  one  million  in  cafh,  105  lb.  of  gold  utenfils, 
420  lb.  of  filver  plate,  and  precious  ftones  to  the  value  of 
about  a  million.  If  we  reckon,  befides,the  confiderable  eftates. 
in  land  which  he  pofleffed,  his  palate  and  the  furniture  of 

it* 
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The  family  of  Dolgoruki  now  took  the  place 
of  the  degraded  favourite;  and  fp  completely, 
that  even  a  young  lady  of  that  houfe  was  fe- 
lefted  to  be  the  young  Peter's  bride  inftead  of 
Maria  Mentchikof,  who  was  forced  to  fliare  in 
her  father's  lamentable  fate,  and  from  the  ex- 
pectation of  afcending  the  greateft  throne  in 
the  world,  was  plunged  in  the  deepeft  diftrefs. 
Catharine  Dolgoruki  made  fo  ftrong  an  im- 
preffion  on  Peter  the  very  firft  time  he  faw  her, 
that  he  afked  her  hand  of  her  father,  and 
Catharine  was  foon  after  publicly  affianced  to 
the  emperor* 

The  coronation  was  fixed  for  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1728,  ^uid  Peter  travelled  from 
Peteriburg  to  Mofco  for  that  purpofe.  Mofco 
and  the  adjacent  country,  which  he  frequently 
fraverfed  on  the  hunting  parties,  with  which 
the  Dolgorukies  amufed  him,  pleafed  him  fo 
much,  that  he  had  an  intention  to  transfer  the 
refidence  hither  from  Peteriburg :  a  defign  by 
which  he  attached  to  him  all  the  Ruffians  of  the 


it,  we  {hall  be  the  more  furprifed  at .  the  treafure  which 
Mentchikof  was  able  to  amafs,  as  Peter  was  very  far  from 
being  liberal  to  his  favourite?,  an<J  had  often  punifhed 
Mentchikof  for  his.  embezzlements  fyy  confiscating  a  part 
»>f  his  property.     - 

04  old 
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old  ftamjv  who  had  ea  antipathy,.  t<s  the  new 
cify,  the  building  whereof  had  been  very  bur- 
dppfome  to  them,  and  by  its  becoming  the 
veiidence  had  detrafted  much  from  Mofco. 
,  Peter  was  much  beloved  by  the  nation  in 
general;  and  at  firft  he  greatly  raifed  their  ex- 
pectations* His  capacities  were  indeed  far  above 
the  ordinary  level ;  Catharine  I.  had  taken  a& 
much  care  of  his  education  as  if  he  had  been 
her  fon ;  and  Ofterraann  drew  up  a  plan  for  the 
aonduft  of  it*,  which,  as  is  the  cafe  with  all 


*  It  wijl  be  worth  while  to  infert  here  fome  particulars 
of  this  plan.  Oftermann  made  it  a  main  concern,  and  to  be 
tept  conftantly  in  view,  that  it  was  a  reignmg  fovereign  to 
be  inftru&ed.  National  hiftoriea,  politics,  legislation,  func- 
tions ©f  the  m^giftrate,  the  rights  of  nations  in  war  and 
peace,  as  well  as  the  military  art  itfelf,  were  the  main  ob- 
jects of  this  inftrudtion  5  together  with  which,  mathematics, 
natural  knowledge,  &c.  were  to  be  taught:  the  leffons 
were  to  be  rather  in  the  didactic  method,  that  the  emperor 
Wght  be  fparcd  much  reading  and  writing.  —  For  the 
religious  part  of  his  education  Theophanes  laid  down  the 
plan  ;  and  it  is  indeed  more  excellent  than  could  have  been 
expected  of  thofe  times.  "  Let  the  being  of  God,"  he 
fays,  "  be  proved  to  the  emperor  from  the  exigence  of  the 
creatures,  the  foul,  the  confeience ;  and  the  neceflity  of  a 
lSfc  after  death  from  the  divine  juftice,  as  the  fortunes  off 
men  in  this  world  cannot  always  be  made  fuitable  to  their 
.actions.  Let  at  leaft  as  much  attention  be  paid  to  the 
duties  of  life  as  %o  the  dogmas  of  faith.*' 

plans 
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plans  and  projects  of  this  nature',  if  in  many 
refpe&s  it   had   been  but  half  executed,  Peter 
muft  have  been  modelled  into  one  of  the  moil 
a&ive,    enlightened,    and  beft    fovereigns  that 
ever  added   luftre   to   a  diadem.     It  muft  be 
freely   confeffed,  however,  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  thofe  who  wanted  to  have  a  hand 
in  the  bufinefs,  efpedally  the  Dolgorukies,  to 
make  of  him  a  fovereign  who  faw  with  his 
own  eyes  and  was  guided  by  his  own  fentiments. 
Their  ainx  was  to  draw  off  the  young  monarch 
from  the  ferious  affairs  of  his  ftation ;  and  they 
fucceeded  in  their  endeavours,  by  infpiring  him 
with  an  immoderate  paffion  for  the  fports  of  the 
field.     Peter  frequently  fuffered  many  days  to 
pafs  fucceflively    without    ever  being  feen  in 
Mofco,  but  was  continually  at  one  or  the  other 
of  his  hunting-feats ;  and  his  eagernefs  for  this 
paftime  was  increafing  from  day  to  day.     It  is 
eafily  conceivable  that  this  frequent  and  violent 
exercife  was  not   propitious  to  the   health  of 
the  young  emperor,  his  bodily  ftrength  not  being 
yet  arrived  at  maturity  r  that  it  weakened  him 
too  much,  and  was  the  caufe  that  the  difeafe 
by  which  he  was  attacked  brought  on  the  diffo- 
lution  of  his  frame  *•    Peter  II.  departed  this 

life 

*  Oftermann,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  obferyed  once  to 
Munich:  "  The  courfe  they  purfue  with  the  emperor 

41  might 
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life  in  the  night  between  the  29th  and  30th  of 
January  1730,  at  Mofco,  of  the  fmall-pox,  in  the 
arms  of  Oftermann.  With  him  was  extinft  the 
male  race  of  the  family  Romanof,  with  him  the 
faireft  hope  of  the  nation,  the  hope  of  hereafter 
being  governed  by  a  wife  and  benign  fovereign  *, 
for  which  in  reality  he  difcovered  particular  dif- 
pofitions,  funk  into  the  grave.  —  All  Ruflia 
fince  has  termed  his  reign  its  happieft  period  for 
a  hundred  years.  No  war  with  any  neighbour- 
ing country,  during  his  reign,  wafted  its  men 
and  money.  Every  one  might  quietly  and 
fecurely  enjoy  what  belQnged  to  him.  Mofco 
particularly  had  great  expectations  from  this 
reign,   as  Peter   feemed   fo   much    difpofed  to 

# 

w  -might  tempt  one  to  thiok  they  intended  to  kill  him." 
A  ukafe  that  appeared  in  1739  in  exprefs  terms  charges  the 
Dolgorukies  with  having  undermined  the  young  emperor's 
,  conftitution  by  the  fatigues  of  hunting. 

*  The  day  after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  he  wrote  to 
his  filler :  "  It  having  pleafed  God  to  call  me  in  my  tender 
*'  youth  to  be  emperor  of  all  Rufiia,  my  principal  care  (hall 
u  be  to  acquire  the  reputation  of  a  good  fovereign,  by 
"  governing  my  people  in  rightepufncfs  and  in  the  fear  of 
*{  God,  by  hearkening  to  the  complaints  of  the  poor  and 
?*  innocent  under  oppreflion  that  fly  to  me  for  refuge,  by 
"  granting  them  relief ;  and,  after  the  laudable  example 
".of  Vefpafian,  letting  no  man  go  forrowful  from  me.'* 
What  a  happinefs  for  Rufiia,  if  this  emperor^  always  tfyink- 
•  ing  and  adting  in  this  manner,  had  attained  to  an  extreme 
pld  age ! 

make 
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make   this  refidence  of  the  ancient  tzars  the 
place  of  his  abode.     But  whether  his  predile&ion, ' 
for  Mofco  agd  his  indifference  to  Petersburg 
.might  not  perhaps  have  occafioned  under  his 
government    lefs  attention    to  have,  been  had 
to  the  .fleet  and    maritime  affairs  with  which 
Peterfburg  was  fo  clofely  connected,  and  whether 
the  national  confequence    which    Ruflia  now 
maintained  among  the  ftates  of  Europe  might 
not    thus   have  been  loft,    was  much   to   be 
dreaded,  fmce  bbth  the  army  and  navy  are  faid 
to  have  been  fenfibly  affeded  by  the  emperor's 
abfence.     It  was  likewife  eafy  to  forefee  that 
the  influence   and    importance    of    foreigners, 
which  had  rifen  very  high  in  Ruflia  from  the 
time  of  Peter  the  Great,  would  have  greatly 
diminifhed  under  Peter  II.     Peter   himfelf  was 
indeed  by  no  means  indifpofed  towards  foreign- 
ers ;  he  promifed  feveral  advantages  to  fucb  as 
were  willing  to  come  to  Ruflia  j  but  the  native 
Ruffians,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Dolgorqkies, 
\yould,  by  infenfible  degrees,  have  wrought  an 
alteration  in  his  mind,  and  have   infpired  him 
with  a  ftronger  partiality  for  the  ruflian  nation^ 
and  for  ruflian  manners:  for  the  great  of  th$ 
pld  ruflian  families   always   regarded  with  jea- 
loufy  the  authority  which  fome  of  the  foreign- 
ers had  acquired  in  the  country, 

"»3  Tfae 
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The  Dotgoruki  family  would  undoubtedly 
have  entirely  .guided  the  helm  of  ftate,  if  they 
had  once  fully  effected  the  proje&e<*  union  with 
the  reigning  prince  by  the  marriage  of  Catharine 
with  Peter.  But  their  hopes  and  fchemes  were 
prefently  defeated  by  the  premature  death  of 
the  monarch.  Indeed,  after  that  event  the 
young  Dolgoruki  made  one  more  attempt  to 
enfure  to  himfelf  and  his  family  the  influence  on 
the  aiFairs  of  the  empire.  He  had  forged  a 
teftament,  which  he  pretended  to  be  the  laft 
will  of  Peter  II.,  in  which  the  Catharine  Dol- 
goruka,  betrothed  to  Peter,  was  declared  fuc- 
ceflbr.  With  his  fword  drawn  he  left  the  im- 
perial chamber,  proceeded  to  the  hall,  where 
the  great  men  were  affembled,  and  exclaimed : 
Long  live  the  emprefs  Dolgoruka  —  but,  find- 
ing that  no  one  joined  him,  he  fheathed  his 
fword,  and  —  concealed  the  teftament.  Even 
his  father,  on  feeing  that  Ivan  had  fetched  a 
party  of  the  guards  to  him,  in  the  hope  of  ef- 
fe&uating  his  defign,  called  it  a  foolifh  trick, 
and  fent  him  home. 

This  teftament,  therefore,  being  declared  in- 
valid, the  fucceflion  to  the  throne  was  to  be 
decided  by  that  ftill  extant  of  Catharine  I.  and 
not  annulled  by  Peter  II.  In  this  it  was  or- 
dained that,  in  cafe  Peter  fhould  die   without 

heirs, 
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heirs,  Anne  Duchefs  of  Holftein,  and  her  pof- 
terity;  on  failure  of  them  the  princefc  Eliza- 
beth *  and  her  pdfterity  fhould  fucceed.  Anne» 
indeed,  had  been  dead  ever  fince  1728,  but  had 
feft  behind  her  a  prince.  He  therefore  would 
be  ijow,  according  to  the  purport  of  that  wiH, 
the  legitimate  Jieir.  But  the  duke  of  Holftein 
and  his  confort  had  fliortly  after  Catharine's 
death  thought  fit  to  take  their  leave  of  Ruflia, 
where  Mentchikof  rendered  their  abode  ex- 
tremely irkfome,  and  return  to  their  pofleffions, 
of  Holftein-Gottorp  in  Germany ;  and  the  coun- 
cil, which  on  Peter  the  fecond's  death  dire&ed 
the  fucceffion  and  was  averfe  to  foreigners, 
would  Tiave  paid  no  regard  to  the  young  prince 
of  Holftein,  even  if  his  father  had  been  ftill  in 
Ruffia,  much  lefs  was  any  notice  taken  of  him 
now  that   he  lived  in  Germany  f.  —  Next  to 

Ann* 

•  Second  daughter  of  Peter  I.  and  Catharine.  The 
eldefiV  was  married  to  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg.  Anna 
Ivanovna  was  a  widow  without  children.  Oftermann  was 
the  means  of  bringing  about  her  election ;  becaufe,  as  he  had 
formerly  taught  her  to  read,  he  was  in  hopes  ©f  having 
confiderable  influence  with  her. 

f  Indeed  he  was  only  mentioned  for  the  fake  of  calling 
to  mind  that  both  he  and  *  the  princefs  Elizabeth  were  the 
offspring  of  a  double  adultery,  and  therefore  both  of  them 
ought  for  ever  to  be  excluded  from  the  throne.     It  was  ob- 
served 
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Anne  and  her  pofterity,  by  Catharine's  Uft  will,* 
the  princefs  Elizabeth  was  to  fuccedd :  but  that 
princefs  remained  entirely  ina&iVe  on  the  va- 
cancy of  the  throne,  though  her  phyficiari 
Leftocq  took  all  poilible  pains  to  perfuade  her 
to  put  in  her  claim  to  the  fucceffion.  It  had 
hitherto  been  her  fole  defire  to  live  at  her  eafe, 
exempt  from  all  concern  in  the  affairs  of  govern-, 
mem,  and  only  to  purfue  her  pleafures. 

The  council,  the  fenate,  the  general  officers, 
and  other  perfons  of  diftinttion  had  affembled 
immediately  on  the  demife  of  the  emperor,  m 
order  to  confult  on  the  proper  meafures  to  be 
taken  in  regard  to  the  fucceffion.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  no  notice  at  all  was  taken  of  Catharine's 
teftament.  The  council  proceeded  to  appoint 
an  election.  The  male  line  of  the  Romano fs 
yas  extinfl:  in  the  perfon  of  Peter  II. ;  yet,  be- 
fides  Elizabeth,  Peter  the  firft's  daughter,  three 
daughters  of  tzar  Ivan,  fteprbrother  and  part- 
ner in  the  government  with  Peter  I.  were  flill 
alive.  The  eldeft  lived  at  Peterfburg  in  a  ftate 
pf  reparation  from  her  troubiefome  hufband, 
the  duke  of;  Mecklenburg ;    the   fecond,  who 


ferved  that  when  Peter  I.  married  Catharine,  the  firft  huf- 
band  of  that  princefs  and  the  emprefs  Evdokhia  Lapukhin 
were  flill  living. 

had 
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had  been  married  to  the  duke  of  Courland, 
lived  as  a  widow,  from  171 1,  in  Mittau;  the 
third  was  at  Peterfburg,  ftill  unmarried.  Of 
thefe  three  princeffes  the  council  was  to  ele& 
one  *•  The  eldeft  fifter  was  not  agreeable  to 
them  on  account  of  her  having  a  foreign  and 
turbulent  prince  to  her  hufband ;  and  therefore 
the  fecond,  Anna  Ivanovna,  dowager  duchefs 
of  Courland,  was  nominated  emprefs  of  Ruffia. 
In  the  meantime,  though  the  hopes  of  the 
Dolgorukies  of  getting  the  government  into 
their  hands  under  Peter  had  proved  abortive, 
they  neverthelefs  continued  to  form  a  powerful 
party  in  the  council  and  in  the  fenate,  as  the. 
chief  counfeilors  of  the  empire,  and  were  there- 
fore ftriving  to  procure  themfelves  an  influence 
during  the  future  reign.  As  now  not  only  they 
but  feveral  other  of  the  great  nobles  viewed  with 
jealoufy  the  refpefi:  in  which  foreigners  were 
held;  and  apprehending,  moreover,  that  they; 
might  retain  their  confequence  likewife  in  Anna's 

*  Peter's  firft  wife,  Evdokhia,  who  had  been  banifhed  by 
her  hii/band  to  a  cJoifler,  out  of  which  {he  was  liberated  by- 
Peter  II.  her  grandfon,  feemed  to  have  a  right  to  the 
throne.  But  me  difcovered  not  the  fmallelt  inclination  td 
make  it  appear.  The  conventual  life  and ,  her  misfortunes 
had  given  a  turn  to  her  mind  that  rendered  her  altogether 
unfit  for  fwaying  a  fceptre. 

reign, 
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reign,  a  plan  was  formed  it  tie  up  the  hands  of 
the  futfcre  fovereign  :  by  ^  Capitulation,  that  all 
things  now  might  proceed  according  to  the  in- 
clination of  the  council,  and  the  fovereign  be  m 
a  manner  merely  the  executrix  of  its  refolutions> 
the  fitting  was  clofed.  •*  The  general  welfare,'* 
faid  Galitzin  in  a  fpeech  delivered  on  theoccaffcrtt 
to  the  affembly,  **  requires  that  the  fopreme  au- 
thority\  and  the  unlimited  power  of  tfre  fove- 
reign, by  which  Ruffia  has  hitherto  fuflfered 
fo  much,  and  which  is  fupported  by  the  fo- 
reigners that  are  brought  in,  fhoutd  be  rfr- 
cumfcribed,  and  that  the  crown  fhoutd  be 
conferred  upon  the  new  fovereign  Anna  only 
**  under  certain  conditions/* 

His  propofal  was  received  with  approbation  ; 
and  the  following  conditions  were  agreed  to: 
The  high  privy  council   continues,  and  thtr 
new  emprefs  governs  folely  by  its  refolves ; 

*  fee  cannot  of  her  own  motion  either  wage 

*  war  or  make  peace  ;  cannot  of  herfelf  fey  any 
new  tax  on  the  people ;  cannot  alone  difpofe 
of  any  important  office;  cannot  inflifl:  capital 

u  punifliment  on  any  nobleman  or  confifcate 
*'  his  eftatesy  unlefs  he  be  convi&ed  of  the 
■*  crime  laid  to  his  charge;  cannot  arbitrarily 
u  give  away  and  alienate  any  lands  pertaining 
*4  to  the  crown ;  cannot  marry  or  nomiilate  ati 

**■  heir, 
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u  heir,  without  firft  obtaining  the  confent  of  the 
<c  council."  —  To  thefe  this  Angular  article  was 
added,  that  Anne  fliould  bring  her  favourite, 
the  chamberlain  von  Biren,  with  her  into  Ruffia. 

By  this  means,  therefore*  a  great  revolution 
in  the  form  of  government  in  Ruffia  was  in- 
tended. The  authority  of  the  ruffian  fovereigns 
hitherto  perfectly  abfolute  was  to  be  exceedingly 
diminifhed  and  confined*  Ruffia's  ruler,  fo  far 
from  being  famoderjets  ox  autocrator,  was  now 
to  be  reduced  to  a  fimple  executor  of  the  refolu* 
tions  of  the  council,  and  Ruflia's  monarchy 
converted  into  ah  ariftocracy* 

An  embafly  compofed  of  three  members  of 
the  council  *  was  difpatched  to  Mittau  to  inform 
the  duchefs  of  her  election,  and  at  the  fame 
time  of  the  capitulation  annexed.  Anne  would 
probably  have  hefitated  at  fubfcribing  to  the  capi- 
tulation, and  would  perhaps  have  abfolutely  re- 
'fufed  to  accept  the  crown  upon  fuch  terms,  had 

*  Of  whom  one  was  prince  Vaffilly  Lukovitch  Dolgoruky, 
who  had  been  the  fuccefsful  lover  of  Anna  Ivanovna,  and 
was  doubtlefs  in  hopes  of  becoming  fo  again.  —  On  enter* 
ing  the  apartment  of  Anna  Ivanovna,  Dolgoruky  found 
with  her  a  man  rather  meanly  drefled,  to  whom  he  made 
a  fign  to  retire.  As  the  man  did  not  ftir,  Dolgoruky  took 
him  by  the  arm  to  enforce' his  hint.  Anne*  flopped  him, 
Tho.man  was  Erneit  John  Biren,  and  thus  it  was  that 
the  ruin  of  the  Dolgoruky  family  was  occasioned. 
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fee  not  been  already  made  acquainted  with 
them  from  the  account  fent  her  by  lieutenant- 
general  Yagujin&y.  In  this  meflage  he  at  the 
feme  time  advifed  her* to  fign  the  capitulation 
for  the  prefent,  and  when  (he  fliould  once  be 
emprefs  to  revoke  what  fte  had  done,  and  that 
he  would  from  that  moment  take  meafures  ac- 
cordingly. TranquiHzed  by  this  letter,  Anne 
put  her  fignature  to  the  iriftrument,  and  was 
declared  emprefs*  In  the  mean  time  the  rumour 
fpread  concerning  a  capitulation  propofed  to  the 
emprefs,  excited  no  fmall  fenfatlon  in  the  public 
mind,  which  the  oppofite  party  exerted  them- 
feltfes  to  increafe  and  to  employ  to  their  pur- 
pofe.  It  was  reported  that  the  Dolgorukies 
wifhed  to  confirm,  by  this  capitulation,  the  influ- 
ence they  had  acquired  under  Peter  II.  to  thfe 
detriment  of  the  nation.  The  other  noble 
families,  who  had  no  relation  in  the  council, 
were  naturally -afraid  that  the  government  would 
now  pafs  into  the  hands  of  fbnie  families  who 
would  only  take  care  to  provide  for  their  dela- 
tions, whereas  it  might  reafonably  be  expe&ed 
that  an  unlimited  monarch  would  look  chiefly 
to  merit  in  his  promotions,  as  Peter  had  all 
along  done.  This  argument  operated  particu- 
larly on  the  guards,  among  whom  were  feveral 

of  the  country  nobles.    The  nation  Lm  general* 

hrfherto 
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hitherto  accuftomed  to  be  ruled  by  an  abfolute 
Jbvereign,  foon  made  it  plainly  underftood,  that 
they  had  rather  obey  one  ernperor  than  eight 
matters.  At  length  a  petition  was  prefented  to 
the  emprefs,  figned  by  Jfeireral  hundred  noble* 
men,  in  which  fhe  was  prayed  to  accept  of  the 
government  in  fuch  manner  as  hef  predeceflors 
on  the  ruffian  throne  had  always  poffeffed  it,  to 
unite  the  council  with  the!  fenate,  by  being  abfolute 
and  unlimited  ruler.  Anne  was  itever  fd  much 
inclined  to  acquiefce  to  any  petition  as  to  this, 
which,  in  fuch  complete  conformity  with  her' 
wifhes,  prqmifed  to.  free  her  from  the  controul 
of  the  council.  She  therefore  ordered  the  coun* 
cil  to  be  convened ;  and,  in  the  prefence  of 
jhofe  who  had  prefented  the  petition,  audibly 
and  deliberately  read  the  capitulation,  afking  at 
^very  feparate  article:  Is  this  the  will  of  the 
nation  ?  —  No,  was  unanlmouily  anfwered  [by 
all  who  were  not  members  of  the  council.  Upon 
which  Anne  tore  the  aft  of  capitulation  to  pieces 
itt  the  face  of  the  whole  afiembly,  faying: 
*  Then  there  is  no  farther  need  of  this  paper." 
A  raanifefto  was  immediately  publiflied,  de- 
claring, that  the  emprefs  afcended  the  throne 
pf  her  anceftors,  not  by  elefiion  but  in  virtue  of 
hir  hereditary  right.  It  had  formerly  been  the 
practice  to  promife  in  the  oath  $f  fealty  to  be 

p  2  true 
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true  to  the  emprefs  and  the  country ;  in  the  new 
path  *  now  framed,  and  required  to  be  taken; 
by  the  fubje&s,  not  a  word  was  faid  of  the 
country,  but  allegiance  was  fworn  to  Anne  as 
unlimited f over eign,  with  full  maintenance  of  all 
the  rights  appertaining  to  fovereignty  that  were 
already  introduced  or  jhould  be  introduced  m 
future. 

Thus  Anne  in  a  fliort  time  freed  herfelf  from 
the  ties  in  which  fhe  was.  intended  to-be  bound  f. 

Biren 

*  "  On  our  arrival  in  Mbfco,"  it  is  faid  in  the  preamble 
to  the  form  of  the  fecond  oath  of  allegiance,  "  though  all 
44  our  fubje&s  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  us  and  the  em* 
u  pire,  yet,  as  afterwards  thefe.  fame  faithful  fubje&s  all 
**■  unanimoufly  befought  us  to  take  upon  us  the  fovereignty 
"  in  our  empire  as  our  forefathers  from  time  immemorial 
"  had  done,  we,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  this  humble 
"  and  loyal  requeft,  have  ordered  a  new  form  of  oath  to 
"  be  prepared  and  printed,  by  which  all  our  fubje&s  are  to 
."  fwear  fealty  to  us  as  their  fovereign  lady,  and  thcreupoa 
u  to.  kifs  the  crofs." 

f  O Hermann  had  the  greateft  (hare  m  annulling  the 
capitulation.  Under  the  pretext  of  ihdifpofition  he  ne- 
glected to  attend  tfce  council  affembled  on  Peter's  death, 
■  refufed  his  aifent  to*  the  capitulation,,  complimenting  at  the 
fame  time  the  great  men,  by  telling  them  that  they  beft 
knew  what  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  while  he 
was  exerting  every  effort  to  counteract  the  council',  and 
thus  acquired  the  favour  of  Anne  to  a  fuperlative  degree* 
—  It  proved,  Ukewife,  of  great  affiftance  to  Anne,  that 

the 
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BiTcn  came  to  the  ruffian  court,  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  place  near  her  which  Mentchikof 
had  filled  near  Catharine. 

The  newly  erefted  council,  diftinft  from  the 
fenate,  was  now  aboliihed,  and  again  a  directing 
fenate  appointed,  as  under  Peter  the  Great.  Anne, 
however,  afterwards  «ftablifhed  a  cabinet  to  fu* 
perintend  the  affairs  of  greateft  importance,  con- 
fitting  of  no  more  than  three  perfons,  and  in 
which  Oftsrmann's  voice  was  of  peculiar  weight. 
The  fenate  had  now  only  to  decide  upon  lefs 
important  matters,  and  had  in  fatt  very  little 
to  do. 

The  ele&ion  of  a  king  of  Poland,  a  treaty  to 
be  concluded  with  Perfia,  and  a  war  with  the 
Turks,  were  the  affairs  that  occupied  Anne  in 
the  firft  years  of  her  reign. 

Peter  I.  had  fupported  the  eledion  of  Au- 
guftus  II.  to  the  crown  of  Poland ;  and  the 
Poles  experienced  already  under  Anne,  that 
their  free  choice  might  henceforth  be  very  much 
limited  by  the  neighbouring  courts,*  particularly 
by  that  of  Ruffia.  Though  the  french  miniftry 
£17333  made  great  exertions  to  reinftate  on  the 

^  ■■'■■■»■'  I   ■!■'     II    I    ■         I ■■      !■■■!■■  I         I— — i^— ^— ^— W^— ^— ^ 

the  clergy  were  not  drawn  in  to  approve  of  the  proje&  of 
the  capitulation ;  and,  as  their  opinion  had  not  been  con* 
{ lilted,  they  declined  to  fupport  it. 
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polifh  throne  Staniflaus  Lefchiniky  father-in* 
law  to  Louis  XV.  and  though  Staniflaus  alfo 
found  a  great  number  of  friends  and  fuppbrters 
of  his  election  in  Poland,  yet  Ruffia  and  Auftri* 
fo  powerfully  aflifted  the  caufe  of  the  other  can* 
didate,  Auguftus  ele&or  of  Saxony*,  that  he 
at  laft  got  the  better  of  his  rival,  and  became 
king  of  Poland,  under  the  name  of  Auguftus  III. 
The  partizans  of  king  Staniflaus,  who  had  re* 
treated  with  him  to  Dantzik,  were  obliged  to 
fubm{t  to  the  Ruffians ;  Staniflaus  himfelf  was 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  favmg  himfelf  by 
flight,  and  Ruffia  took  a  decided  fuperiority  in 
conducing  the  eleftion  of  Auguftus.  France, 
who  favv  with  great  difpleafure  a  power  ariling 
in-  the  north  of  Europe  that  in  time  might 
render  doubtful  the  confequence  flie  had  hitherto 
jnaintained  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe ;  France, 
whofe  plan  to  give  Poland  a  king  devoted  to  her 
interefts  was  now  entirely  defeated,  fought  to 
ftir  up  a  dangerous  neighbour  to  Ruffia  in 
Sweden,  and  that  the  influence  of  France  was 
great  at  Stqpkhojrn  has  frequently   fines  been 

fa?nf 

*  In  th,is  view  Anne  fent  troops  to  the  Rhine  againft 
France  —  but  before  they  could  difplay  their  courage 
there  a  peace  was  made, 

Pete? 
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Peter  the  Great,  as  we  have  already  obferved, 
had  extended  the  confines  of  his  empire  on  the 
fide  of  Perfia.  But  it  was  very  foon  found 
that  this  enlargement  of  the  borders  was  no  fub- 
ftantiat  acquifition  to  the  country.  In  the  firfl 
place,  in  order  to,  prefer ve  them,  it  was  in- 
volved in  an  expenfive  and  tedious  war,  and 
thefe  fcenes  of  devastation  mud  probably  be 
often  renewed ;  fecondly,  the  newly  acquired 
provinces,  even  in  peace,  required  a  very  con- 
fiderable  garrifon  j  and,  as  the  climate  of  thofe 
parts  did  not  agree  with  the  Ruffians,  a  multi- 
tude of  foldiers  were  conftantly  falling  vidims 
to  difeafe  *.  Anne  therefore  opened  a  negotia* 
tion  with  the  fhah  of  Perfia,  promifing  to  re- 
ftore  to  him  the  conquered  countries,  if  in 
return  he  would  accord  to  her  fubjefts  fome  ad- 
vantages to  their  commerce.  They  at  length 
came  to  terms;  and  Ruffia  [1735]  made  a 
formal  furrender  of  all  her  perfian  poffeffions, 
for  which  the  ruffian  merchants  obtained  mer* 
candle  privileges  to  a  confiderable  extent  in  the 
territories  belonging  to  Perfia.  —  On  this 
occafion  the  emprefs  alfo  concluded  a  defen- 
five  /treaty  with  the  fhah  againit  the  Turks, 

*  It  is  computed  that,  from  the  firft  taking  poffcffion 
of  thefe  perfian  provinces,  m  17241  no  kfs  than  130,000 
men  had  perifhed  there. 

p  4  with 
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with  whom  Ruffia  was  defitous  of  forming  *x\ 
alliance* 

.  The  peace  which  Peter,  when  furrounded  by 
the  Turks,  had  been  obliged  to  fign,  on  the. 
borders  of  the  Pruth,  the  evacuation  of  Azof,  the 
demolition  of  the  fortifications  at  Taganrok,  by 
which  Ruffia  was  excluded  from  all  the  benefits 
of  trade  on  the  Euxine,  the  refufal  of  the  porte 
to  grant  the  imperial  title  to  the  monarch  of 
Ruffia,  the  incurfions  of  the  krimean  and  other 
Tartars,  acknowledging  the  turkifh  fupremacy, 
into  the  ruffian  dominions,  in  which  they  ravaged 
large  diftri&s,  and  carried  away  many  captives  into 
bondage:  all  thefe  circumftances  together  had 
already  occafioned  Peter  to  meditate  a  new  war 
with  the  porte.  In  profecution  of  this  defign, 
he  ftrongly  fortified  the  principal  places  of  his 
empire  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Turkey,  fur- 
niihed  them  with  provifion  and  military  ftores, 
and  thus  completely  armed  for  war.  But  he 
died  on  the  eve  of  it ;  and  under  Catharine  I. 
and  Peter  II.  the  execution  of  the  plan  was  no 
ferther  attempted.  Anne,  however,  revived  the 
idea  ;  entertaining  the  greater  hopes  of  fucceed- 
jng  in  this  enterprize,  as  fhe  now  could  rely  on 
30,000  auxiliaries  from  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, and  had,  befides,  drawn  the  Turks,  no^[ 
$t  peace  with  •  Ruffia,  into  a  war  againft  Perfia, 

«u4 
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add  therefore  already  employed  them  on  that 
fide. 

The  Tartars,  under  the  protection  and  iifpre* 
xnacy  of  the  porte,  had  recently  again  given  occa- 
fion  for  frefh  complaints  .pn  the  part  of  Ruffia, 
by  their  predatory  inroads  upon  the  ruffian  ter- 
ritory, in  which  they  carried  off  men  and  cattle* 
The  porte  replied  with  the  ordinary  excufes, 
that  it  was  utterly  impoffible  to  keep  a  reftraint 
on  thefe  Tartars :  an  excufe  which,  indeed,  could 
only  be  offered  by  the  turkifh  government ;  and 
Ruffia,  therefore,  thought  herfelf  juftified  m 
chaftifing  herfelf  this  breach  of  good  neighbour* 
hood.  In  1735  a  ruffian  corps  marched  into 
the  Krim,  and  ravaging  a  part  of  the  country, 
killed  a  good  number  of  Tartars  j  but,  having 
ventured  too  far  without  a  fufficient  ftock  of  pro- 
vifions,  were  obliged  to  retreat,  and  fuftained  fa 
great  a  lefs  in  men,  that  what  they  had  accom- 
plifhed  bore  no  proportion  to  this  misfortune. 

However,  the  almoft  total  failure  of  this  firfl: 
attempt,  which  had  coft  the  Ruffians  ten  thoufand 
men,  by  no  means  deterred  that  court  from  ad- 
hering to  the  plan  of  fubduing  the  Turks  and 
Tartars.  Count  Munich,  afterwards  fo  famous 
in  the  modern  hiftory  of  Ruffia,  was  appointed 
to  affert  the  honour  of  the  ruffian  arms  againft 
the  Turks,  who,  fipce  the  peace  of  the  Pruth, 

had 
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had  no  very  favourable  opinion  of  ruffian  valour, 
and  to  chaftife  the  Tartars.  After  he  had  con- 
quered Dantzik,  in  quality  of  field-marfhal,  and 
thereby  fecured  the  crown  to  Auguftus  III.  he 
was  fent  into  the  Ukraine  with  the  commiffion  to 
take  meafures  for  chaftifing  the  piratical  Tartars 
for  their  ravages  committed  on  the  ruffian  ter* 
ritory.  From  the  Ukraine  he  proceeded  [17363 
into  the  peninfula  of  the  Krimea.  The  Tartars, 
fefs  fitted  for  fighting  in  the  open  field  than  for 
predatory  excurfions  and  fudden  attacks,  fuffered 
the  ruffian  troops  to  advance  unmolefted,  think- 
ing themfdves  fafe  behind  their  entrenchments, 
denominated  the  lines  of  the  Krim  *,  from  any 

*  Thefe  lines  extend  about  fix  englifh  miles  in  length 
from  the  fea  of  Azof  to  the  Euxine,  and  are  intended  to 
protect  the  Krim  from  any  attack  on  the  land-fide.  There 
is  but  oae  paflage  through  them,  and  that  Is  the  road  from 
Perekop,  which  city  and  fortrefs  lie  within  the  line.  Along 
the  line  are  towers  furnifhed  with  cannon.  The  ditch  is  of 
confiderable  depth,  the  height  of  the  ramparts  from  the 
bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the  top  of  the  breaftwork  is  70  feet, 
and  the  breaftwork  is  of  proportionable  fblidity.  The 
Tartars  held  thefe  ramparts,  in  the  conftru&ion  of  which 
fome  thoufand  men  were  employed  for  feveral  years,  to  be 
impregnable.  Peter  had  already  intended  to  erect  a  fimilar 
line  of  forts  in  the  Ukraine,  againft  the  frequent  attacks  of 
the  Tartars ;  but  the  defign  was  not  completed  till  1732, 
It  terminates  on  one  end  at  the  Dniepr,  and  on  the  other 
at  the  DoaeU. 

attack 
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gtt^ck  of  the  Ruffians,    But  entrenchments  of 
that  kind  were  unable  to  refift  the  impetuofity 
of  ruffian  troops.     They  were  furmounted ;  the 
Tartars  repulfed ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  JCrimea 
by  at  the  mercy  of  the  conquerors.      In  the 
month  of  June  they  entered  the  krimean  fortrefs 
of  Perekop,     That  the  ruffian  troops  now  repaid 
the  devastations  committed  by  the  Tartars  in 
the  empire,  by  defolating  and  carrying  off  what* 
ever  fell  under  their  power,  needs  no  particular 
mention.  .  It  was  not,  therefore,  furprifing  that 
they  found  it  impoffible  to  remain  in  a  country 
Inhere  thofe  that  fled   endeavoured  to    fpreaci 
defolation  as  they  went,  for  the  fake  of  difabling 
their  purfuers  to  overtake  thern ;  and  where  it 
is  ufual  for  the  conqueror  himfelf,  to  make  the 
whole  of  his  warfare  to  confift  in  plundering, 
(jjevaftation,  and  fpoih     Accordingly,  whatever 
the  army  was  in  want  of,  mull  be  fetched  from 
the  Ukraine,  which  was  attended  with  extreme 
difficulty ;  for  which  reafon,  Munich  at  length 
found    himfelf   under    the    neceffity,    towards 
autumn,  of  withdrawing  with  his  troops  by  th§ 
fhorteft  way  to  the  Ukraine,    in  order  there; 
where  provifions  at  lead  were  to  be  had,  to  go 
jnto  winter-quarters,  in  which,  however,  they 
were  very  frequently  infefted   by  the  Tartars. 
W&ile  Munich  was  in  the  Krim,  endeavouring 

to 
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to  chaftife  the  Tartars  for  their  depredations, 
JLafcy  had  proceeded  with  another  army  againft 
Azof  for  feizing  the  protecting  fovereignty  of  the 
Tartars  from  the  paramount  Turks.  The  attack 
proved  fucoefsful ;  and  on  the  firft  of  July  the 
fort  of  Azof  had  already  fubmitted  to  his  arms. 

The  grand  vizir  had  himfelf  courteoufly 
treated  the  ruffian  ambafTador  recalled  from 
Conftantinople  by  his  court,  and  the  porte  in 
general  wifhed  to  be  able  to  avoid  a  war  with 
Ruflia ;  as  Ruflia,  however,  would  not  liften  to 
any  accommodation,  the  Turks  began  to  arm, 
recruited  the  garrifons  in  the  feveral  forts, 
caufed  a  fleet  to  be  equipped  in  the  Euxine,  and 
put  the  army  in  a  proper  condition.  The  porte 
c6ntinued,  nevertheless,  to  employ  every  means, 
eyen  by  having  recourfe  to  the  mediation  of 
Auftria,  for  preferring  peace  with  Ruflia ;  but 
as  fhe  could  not  be  brought  to  make  voluntary 
Sacrifices,  the  mediation  of  Auftria  proved  of  no 
avail,  and  Ruflia  demanded  of  the  latter  30,000 
men,  as  auxiliaries  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  Tub* 
filling  between  the'two  powers.  Auftria,  how* 
ever,  at  prefent  thought  it  better  to  contend  with 
her  whole  force  againft  the  Ottomans,  than 
merely  to  fend  auxiliary  troops  to  the  Ruflians, 
and  thereby  Strengthen  their  power.  She 
fxpeQted  in  the  former  cafe  that  it  would  be 

more 
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more  eafy  for  hereto  conquer  fomething  from 
the  Turks,  whereas  iji  the  latter  it  feemed  only, 
furniflring  Ruffia  with  the  means  of  extending 
her  conquefts.  •  The  porte,  already  apprehenfive 
that  Auftiia  would  fu-ppLy  its  inveterate  enemy, 
with  auxiliaries,  was  now  thrown  into  confterna- 
don  on  learning  that  the  former  power  intended 
to  become  a  principal  in  the  war,  by  which  (he 
had.  to  engage  with  another  adverfary^  whofe 
forces*,,  under  the  conduft  of  prince  Eugene, 
had  been  fo  formidable  to  her  only  a  few  years 
before. 

As,  however,  Ruffia  and  Auftria  Ipoke  in  a 
lofty  tone  to  the  porte,  the  latter  thought  it  was 
at  any  rate  better  to  (lake  on  the  fortune  of  war 
what  her  enemies.,  wanted  her  to  furrender  to 
their  ambition,  than  voluntarily  make  fuch  facrir 
fices  as  were  inconfiftent  with  her  honour  and 
fafety;  and  as  Ruffia,  withal,  fliewed  fo  little 
difpofition  to  peace,  the  porte  began  to  arm  for 
a  campaign  [1737]  ;  and  the  Ruffians  and 
Auftrians,  with  combined  forces*  threatened  to 
fhake  the  ottoman  empire. 

The  ruffian  army,  having  now  fupplied  tfye 
lofs  it  had  fuftained  in  the  former  campaign  by 
forty  thouland  new  recruits,  undertook,  in  the 
courfo  of  this  year,  the  conquefl:  of  Otchakof, 
under  the  orders  of  count  Munich,  while,  the 

5  troops* 
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troops  commanded  by  Lafcy  entered  the  KxU 
mea.  Otehakof  fubmitted,  in  which  a  garrifort 
was  placed  by  the  conqueror}  the  Krim  wa$ 
defolated j  and  this  was  all  the  advantage  that 
accrued  from  the  campaign*  for  which  Ruffia 
facrificed  about  fifty  thoufand  of  her  veteran 
troops ;  and  the  army  was  obliged  to  return  to 
take  up  its  winter-quarters  in  the  Ukraine* 
Wars  that  are  attended  with  no  alteration  in 
the  {late  of  nations  fhould  occupy  but  a  fhort 
Ipace  in  hiftory.  The  Ruffians,  on  all  fides 
vi&orious,  conquerors  of  Moldavia,  mafters  of 
Azof  on  the  Palus  Maeotis,  and  of  Otehakof  on 
the  Euxine,  were  glad  to  purchafe  peace  by  the 
iacrifice  of  their  conquefts. 

The  great  expeftations  that  tad  been  raifed 
from  the  united  efforts  of  two  fuch  empires  as 
Ru'flia  and  Auftria  were  entirely  difappointed* 
It  feems  to  be  ordained",  that  the  ruffian  and 
auftrian  arms,,  in  conjunction  againft  one  common 
foe,  fhould  perform  no  mighty  deeds.  This 
was  confirmed  in  the  turkifh  war  of  which  we 
are  fpeaking ;  it  often  afterwards  proved  to  be 
the  cafe  in  the  feven  years5  war,  as  well  as  in 
that  which  Catharine  II.  and  Jofeph  ll.  carried 
pn  in  alliance  againft  the  porte.     It  muft  be 

owned,  however*   that    field-mar(ha!  Munich's 

«* 

hatred  to  Auftria  contributed  in  no  fmall  degree 

to 
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to  the  little  fuccefs  of  the  atiftrian  arms  m  this 
coftfl ift9  which  hindered  him  from  afting  on  the 
lame  plan  with  the  auftriadt;  generals.  Indeed* 
excepting  in  the  capture'  of  Otchakof,  he 
remained  ina&ive  during  the  whole  campaign- 
Thus  the  Turks  were  enabled  to  preft  with  their 
entire  force  upon  the  Auftrians,  and  even  there 
to  break  their  ranks  with  the  greater  eafe,  as  the 
commanders  were  at  variance  among  themfeWes, 
and  jealous  of  each  other.  The  confequence  of 
all  this,  therefore,  was,  that  the  two  combined 
courts  prefented  mutual  complaints,  each  of 
the  generals  of  the  other,  and  particularly  from 
the  cabinet  of  Vienna  accufations  were  conftantly 
coming  forth  againft  Munich.  But  he  as  often 
eafily  juftified  himfelf  to  his  fovereign,  by  making 
k  appear  to  her,  that  if  tfhe  campaign  had  not 
been  attended  with  any  brilliant  fuccefe,  the 
blame  was  due  to  the  auftrialn  generals.  The 
Turks  took  advantage  of  this  difumon  between 
the  leaders  on  either  fide,  as  well  as  of  the  inac- 
tivity thence  arifing  of  the  hoftile  armies,  by 
gaining  various  advantages  over  the  Auftrians* 
The  turkifli  foldiery  afcribing  thefe,  which  in 
truth  had  their  fource  in  thofe  Jdffientions,  *td 
their  own  bravery  alone,  were  therefore  tfififtg 
in  fpirits  from  day  to  day>  and  more  zealous 
tn3  active  for  the  commaafioktff  the  war*    The 

porte 
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porte  recalled  the  ambaflador  whom  they  Had 
fent  to  the  congrefs  which  was  to  be  held  at 
Nemirof  in  Poland,  though  at  the  fame  time 
giving  to  underftand,  that  they  might  hearken  to 
terms  of  pacification  with  Rufiia,  if  (he  would 
agree,  without  the  concurrence  of  th£  emperor, 
to  put  all  things  in  their  former  (late,  by  eva- 
cuating Azof,  and  Otchakof,  the  conquefts  {he 
had  made.  As  Rufiia,  however,  was  not  inclined 
to  accede  to  either  the  one  or  the  other,  the  con- 
troverfy  was  again  left  to  the  decifion  of  arms. 
Munich,  in  the  enfuing  campaign  [1738]  was 
affiduous  in  his  marches,  convinced  the  Turks 
of  the  fuperiority  of  the  ruffian  troops  over 
theirs  ;  but  on  the  whole  effe&ed  little. 

General  Lafcy  had  again  undertaken  a  hoftile 
expedition  into  the  Krimea.  But  here,likewife*no 
real  advantage  was  gained ;  men  and  cattle  were 
harraffed  by  tedious  marches  in  a  ravaged,  defol- 
iated country,  in  which  numbers  of  them  died  by 
fatigue ;  the  people  were  even  frequently  in  danger 
of  perifhing  with  hunger ;  and,  after  committing 
horrible  depredations  and  havoc,  were  forced  to 
retreat.  The  ruffian  arms  did  not  feem  adually 
tending  to  fuccefs  till  the  following  campaign* 
[1739*3  Marflial  Munich,  having  drawn  the 
whole,  army  together  at  Kief,  eroded  the  Bogue, 
completely  routed  the  Turks  in  a  pitched  battle 
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Mar  Stavutfhan,  took  in  Auguft  the  fbrtrefc  of 
Khotyim,  pafled  over  the  Pruth,  made  himfelf 
Waiter  of  Yafly,  the  capiul  of  Moldavia,  and 
bad  the  fatisfa&ion  of  compelling  the  whole  of 
that  territory  to  fubmit  to  the  emprefs  Anne* 
Leaving  Moldavia,  he  repaffed  the  Pruth,  and 
made  preparations  for  the  capture  of  Bender ; 
but,  while  he  was  fending  difpatches  to  Peterf- 
burg,  with  accounts  of  one  vi&ory  after  another, 
and  all  his  enterprises  feemed  favoured  by  fortune, 
circumftances  had  fuddenly  changed.  Though 
Munich's  campaign  had  this  time  been  fo  bril- 
liant, and  the  injury  he  had  done  to  the  Turks  by 
the  conqueft  of  the  fertile  Moldavia  fo  great,  that 
even  his  foldiers  thought  themfelves  fufficiently 
paid  for  the  toils  of  the  campaign  by  pillaging  the 
country,  yet  little  or  nothing  was  atchieved  by 
the  auftrian  allies.  Reciprocal  rivalfliips  among 
the  commanders,  and  envy  at  the  fuccefs  of  the 
ruffian  arms,  fruftrated  all  their  enterprifes.  In 
addition  to  this,  contagious  difeafes  broke  01/* 
in  the  auftrian  camp.  Moreover,  the  emperotf 
Charles  VI.  lay  dangeroufly  ill,  fo  that  his  re- 
covery was  doubtful;  and  his  daughter  Maria 
Therefa  wifhed  for  nothing  more  earneftly,  than 
to  fee  an  end  to  the  turkifli  war,  that  peace 
might  be  preferv^d  on  that  fide,  fince  it  was 
extfemely  probable  that  (he  would  fhortly  have 
vol.  ii.  a  feveral 
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feveral  enemies  to  encounter.  The  auftrian 
chieftains,  therefore,  made  overtures  of  peace  to 
the  Turks ;  and,  contrary  to  all  expe&ation, 
the  articles  agreed  on  between  the  porte  and 
Auftria  were  figned  at  Belgrade  on  the  firft  of 
September  1739.  Every  thing  remained  on 
the  former  footing ;  and  the  grand  expectations 
which  Auftria  had  entertained  from  this  war, 
were  rendered  entirely  abortive.  Inftead  of 
having  made  new  conquefte,  fhe  was  obliged  to 
reftore  Belgrade,  her  rampart  of  Hungary  againft 
the  Turks,  together  with  almoft  all  the  con- 
quers of  the  former  war,  happily  terminated 
under  the  aufpices  of  prince  Eugene. 

With  this  partial  peace,  however,  the  cabinet 
of  Petersburg  was  by  no  means:  fatisfied ;  and 
though  Auftria  had  ftipulated  that  fhe  fhould  be 
allowed  to  give,  to  Ruffia  the  30,000  auxiliary 
troops  ks  bound  by  treaty  to  do ;  though  at 
prefent  there  was  every  appearance  that  Ruffia 
might  be  victorious  j  yet,  as  the  vizir  (hewed  a 
difpofitaon  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  even  with 
Ruffia,  compliance  was  not  refufed  on  the  part 
of  the  emprefs ;  and  thus,  fo  early  as  the  18th  of 
September,  a  peace  was  effefted  between  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburg  and  the  porte.  Ruffia 
had  facrificed  in  this  war  fo  great  a  number  of 
men,  and  been  forced  to  expend  fuch  vaft  ftims 
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in  the  profecution  of  it,  that  nothing  better  could 
be  done  than  to  confent  to  terms  of  accommo- 
dation, efpecially  as  the  Turks  were  enabled  by 
the  treaty  with  Auftria  to  direft  the  whole  of 
their  force  againft  Ruffia.  The  conditiohs  of 
peace  were,  that  Azof  fhouldjbe  evacuated,  and, 
together  with  its  territory,  fhould  lie  wafte  and 
uncultivated,  as  a  boundary  between  the  two 
empires,  Neverthelefs,  it  fhould  be  lawful  for 
Ruffia  to  build  a  fortrefs,on  the  Don,  as  like- 
wife  for  the  potte  to  conftrudt  another  in  the 
Kuban,  The  greater  and  the  lefs  .  Kabardia 
were  Iikewife  to  remain  unoccupied,  as  a  fron- 
tier j  both  governments  agreed,  however,  to 
take  a  certain  number'  of  hoftages  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  for  their  greater  fecu- 
rity  that  this  liberty  might  not  be  abufed.  The 
Ruffians  were  not  permitted  to  keep  a  fleet 
either  vtx  the  Palus  Mseotis  or  in  the  Euxine, 
and  ruffian  merchants  had  licence  only  to  carry 
on  commerce  iii  turkilh  bottoms  in  the  latter* 
Not  only  the  Moldau,  but  Iikewife  all  the* 
othefr  co'nquefts-  that  had  been  made  by  the 
Ruffiafrs,  ^rere  reftofed  to  the  Turks.  Such1 
were  theft  the  unimportant  confluences  of  this 
war,  which  had  coft  Ruffia  greatly  abbve  a 
hundred  thoufand  men,  tod  pf odigfemr  fums 
of  money ;  fince  tfiS  army  was  obliged  to  cany; 
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with  it  all  the  proyifions  and  ammunition  necef- 
fary  for  the  whole  campaign :  fo  that  at  the 
commencement  of  an  expedition,  about  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  waggons  were  requifite  for  this 
conveyance,  as  a  fupply  mud  alfo  be  taken  of 
water  and  wood,  on  account  of  the  waterlefs 
fteppes  through  which  they  mult  march.  In- 
deed the  Krim  was  laid  wade  in  this  war ;  but 
the  Tartars  were  not  quite  exterminated ;  the 
Ruffians  fuffered  much  from  their  attacks  while 
in  winter-quarters :  and,  even  after  the  peace, 
they  were  (till  powerful  enough  to  infeft  the 
ruffian  borders.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Turks 
no  longer  pofTeffed  the  fortifications  of  Azof, 
but  — i  neither  did  Ruffia  retain  them.  Some  few 
commercial  advantages  were  all  the  gain  that 
accrued  from  thefe  fucceffive  years  of  defolating 
and  murderous  war. 

One  of  the  reafons  why  Ruffia  was  fo  ready  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  in 
concluding  a  peace,  was  undoubtedly  becaufe 
(he  was  afraid  left  Sweden,  encouraged  by  the 
porte  and  France,  which  latter  power  was  now 
of  almofi  fovereign  influence  in  the  councils  of 
Stockholm,  might  have  recourfe  to  arms,  and 
endeavour,  to  make  a  diver fion  in  the  north  of 
Ruffia,  in  fevour  of  the  porte,  while  it  was  en-> 
gaged  in  the  fouth  by  the  ottoman  troops.    It 
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is  to  be  obferved,  that  Ruffia  and  Sweden  had 
in  1724  entered  into  an  alliance  for  the  term  of 
twelve  yearo,  by  which  they  mutually  guaranteed 
their  dominions  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  to 
affift  each  other  with  (hips  and  foldiers.  At  the 
expiration  of  thefe  twelve  years,  this  treaty  was 
again  renewed,  [1736,]  when  Ruffia  even  made 
herfelf  refponfible  for  the  payment  of  a  debt 
due  from  Sweden  to  Holland  of  750,000  dutch 
guldens.  But  the  amity  of  the  two  countries 
continued  to  {land  on  a  very  tottering  bafis. 
.  The  generality  of  the  Swedes  could  not  bring 
themfelves  abfolutely  to  forget  the  confiderable 
facrifices  which  they  were  reduced  to  make  to 
Ruffia  at  the  peace  of  Nyftadt;  and  the  french 
court,  which  was  friendly  to  the  Ottomans,  and 
confequently  hbfjile  to  Ruffia,  exerted  herfelf, 
by  means  of  her  ambaffador,  to  fan  the  difcon* 
tents  againft  the  latter,  by  reiterated  efforts. 
Under  the  form  of  govermnent  that  then  ob- 
tained in  Sweden,  by  which  the  national  council 
in  faft  diretted  everything,  while  the  king  was 
but  the  fhadow  of  a  monarch,  the  french 
cabinet  found  no  difficulty  in  forming  to  itfelf  a 
ftrong  party,  by  prefents  properly  beftowed. 
Sweden  now  was  in  hopes  that,  while  Ruffia  was 
occupied  with  the  Turks,  (he might  venture  fome 
enterprifes  againft  that  empire,  with  little"  danger 
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of  mifcarriage ;  and,  notwithftanding  that  many 
true  patriots  remonftrated  againfl  a  war  with 
Ruffia ;  notwithftanding  that  the  peace  fo  re- 
cently concluded  between  Ruffia  and  the  porte 

.  rendered  it  now  more  hazardous  to  attempt  any 
thing  againfl  that  power,  the  warlike  party  at 
length  triumphed  in  the  diet ;  and  war  againfl 
Ruffia  became  not  only  the  wifli  of  that  body, 
but  alfo  of  the  whole  fwedifh  nation  and  the 
majority  of  the  eftatps  of  the  kingdom,  when 
an  event  occurred  by  which  fevery  Swede  thought 
himfelf  infulted  by  the  Ruffians. 

A  fwedifh  major,  named  Sinclair  #,  who  had 
been  made  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Pultava,  then 
fent  into  Siberia,   and,  with  the  other  prifoners 

.  bis  countrymen,  was  not  fet  at  liberty  till  the 
peace  of  Nyftadt,  had  been  fent  by  the  fwedifh 
government  to  Conftantinople,  to  negotiate  con-> 
cerning  the  debts  which  Charles  XII.  had  con- 
traded  there,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  bring 
about  a  clofer  connexion  between  Sweden  and 
the  Porte.  Sinclair,  a  determined  foe  to  the 
Ruffians,  on  his  way  home  through  Poland  had 
at  times  fpoken  not  very  advantageoufly  of  the 
emprefs  Anne*  and  Had  fuffered  occafionaUy 
to  efcape  him  fome  intimations  about  an  ap- 

*  pec  Life  of  Catharine  II.  vol.  iii-  p.  252.  fourth  edit. 
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proaching  humiliation  of  the  ruffian  pride  by  the 
combined  power  of  the .  Swedes  and  Turks. 
Munich,  who  was  then  Rationed  at  the  poliftt 
frontiers,  being  informed  of  this,  direded  a 
particular  attention  to  the  fwedijfh  officer,  and 
laid  a  plan  to  entrap  him  on  his  journey  back 
from  Conftantinople.  In  order  to  this,  his 
pi&ure  was  engraved,  and  numerous  imp?effion$ 
of  it  were  difperfed  among  the  ruffian  officers 
commanding  on  the  frontiers.  Sinclair  fet  out 
from  Conftantinople  in  April  1739*  travelled 
through  Poland  to  Breflau,  thence  continued  his 
journey ;  but,  not  far  from  Naumberg  in  Silefia, 
was  attacked  by  feveral  perfons,  among  whom 
vrtK  fome  ruffian  officers,  and  cruelly  mur- 
dered. His  fellow-traveller,  Couturier,  was  then 
conveyed  tp  the  ruffian  fort  of  Sonnenftein,  but 
afterwards  was,  fet  at  liberty,  with  a  prefent  of 
500  ducats  from  the  ruffian  ambafiador,  and  ar- 
rived in  September  at  Stockholm,  where  in  the 
meantime  Sinclair's  difpatches  had  been  received 
by  the  poft.  This  murder  was  generally  re* 
puted  to  have  been  perpetrated  by  an  order  from 
the  ruffian  court.  The  emperor  of  Germany 
complained  heavily  of  the  tranfaltion  as  a  viola- 
tion of  his  territory ;  but  Anne  caufed  a  decla- 
ration to  be  drawn  up,  averting  her  entire 
ignorance  of  the  whole  .  af&tir :  and  Mannftein, 
.  ■  }  <^4  who 
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who  was  adjutant-general  to  field-marflial  count 
Munich,  affirms  lik;ewife  in  his  memoirs,  that 
Anne  adually  knew  nothing  of  it ;  adding,  that 
this  murder  was  folely  the  contrivance  of  her 
favourite  Biren,  count  Oftermann,  and  marflial 
Munich,  in  order  to  come  at  the  contents  of 
the  papers  which  Sinclair  had  about  him.     In 
the  meantime  the  horrid  tranfa&ion  excited  no 
fmall  attention  in  Sweden;  the  french   party 
took  advantage  of  it  for  inflaming  the  refentment 
of  the  nation  againft  the  Ruffians ;  the  populace 
of  Stockholm,  in  teftimony  of  their  indignation, 
broke  the  windows  of  the  ruffian  ambafiador's 
houfe;  and  the  party  in  favour  of  war  now 
found  it  more  eafy  to  attain  the  accomplifhment 
of  their  wifhes,  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
Ruflia.    •  That  government,  quickly  aware  of 
the  defigns  of  Sweden,  had,  however,  in  the 
meantime  got  her  hands  at  liberty  by  the  peace 
concluded  with  the  Turks,  but  wiftied  never- 
thelefs  to  avoid  engaging  in  a  new  war,  as  the 
wounds  infli&ed  by  that  lately  terminated  were 
{till  fenfibly  felt,  and  accordingly  entered  into 
a  negotiation  with  Sweden,  in  which,  however, 
the  year  1 740  was  entirely  taken  up.     Prepara- 
tions were  made  not  with  {landing  en  the  part  of 
Ruflia,   by  fecuring  the  frontiers  of  Finland, 
filling  the  magazines,  providing  the  harbour  of 
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Cronftadt  with  a  competent  garrifon,  caufing 
the  fortifications  to  be  repaired,  and  getting 
everything  in  readinefs  for  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities.  Ere  the  ftorm  could  burft  from 
thefe  threatening  appearances,  the  emprefs  Anne 
died  at  St.  Peteifburg  £  1 740]]  after  a  reign  of 
ten  years. 

Anne  had  not  fat  fo  long  on  the  ruffian  throne 
without  acquiring  fome  portion  of  fame,  by  ex- 
ecuting and  completing  many  things  that  had 
been  begun  by  her  uncle  Peter  I.  —  Though 
the  turkilh  war,  in  which  flie  engaged,  proved 
of  very  little  benefit  to  the  empire  on  account  of 
the  peace  rafhly  concluded  by  Auftria ;  yet  the 
ruffian  troops  had  fhewn  themfelves  bold  and 
intrepid  in  the  courfe  of  it,  and  the  Tufks  on 
the  other  hand  had  learnt  to  confider  them  as 
formidable  adverfaries ;  for  it  was  not  the  bra- 
very of  the  'Rirks,  but  the  frequent  direful  want 
of  provisions,  the  ftrangenefs  of  the  climate, 
and  the  fatiguing  marches,  that  prevented  the 
ruffian  army  from  making  farther  progrefs. 
Thus  Anne  fuccefsfully  executed  Peter's  project 
x>f  again  convincing  the  porte  of  the  fuperiority 
of  the  ruffian  arms.  —  Then,  the  canal  along 
the  Ladoga-lake,  begun  under  Peter  I.  a  work 
of  extreme  utility  to  the  eauer  tranfport  of  pro- 
'  vifions  to  St.  Peterfburg,  was  completely  finished 
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under  Anne  in  1738,  after  the  navigation  on  it 
bad  been  opened  in  the  reign  of  Peter  II.     Mu- 
nich had  the  principal  merit  in  the  conftru&ion 
of  this  canal.  —  Peter,  not   long   before  his 
death,  fent  out  feveral  able  perfons,  to  fail  from 
Kamtfhitka  towards  the  north,  in  order  to  learn 
whether  North  America  was  ,  conne&ed   with 
Siberia  or  not.     But  the  enterprise  terminated 
without  gaining  any  clear  information  on  the 
fubjed.     Anne  fet  on  foot  a  new  voyage  in  the 
fame  defign,  and  thereby  advanced   the  more 
accurate  knowledge  of  thofe  hitherto  unexplored 
regions.  — »  It  had  been  one  grand  objeft  with 
Peter  I.  from  time  to  time  to  improve  the  ftate 
of  the  ruffian  army :  Anne  here  alfo  followed 
his  footfteps  \  and  Munich  was  the  man  whofe 
advice  and  propofals  fhe  adopted  in  the  reform 
of  the  military.      Marfhal  Munich  introduced 
IM>t  only  a  better  and  ftri&er  diBfpKne,  which 
was  very  much  wanted   among  the  Ruffians, 
wherein  he  was  mightily  affifted  by  the  general* 
Lafcy  and  Keith,  likewife  foreigners,  but  alfo 
proje&ed  a  completely  new  military  exercife, 
and  made  in  general  a  variety  of  uncommonly 
ufeful  regulations  in  the  army.     Thus,  for  ex- 
ample, he  conftituted  a  corps  of  engineers,  un- 
known till  then  among  the  Ruffians ;  and,  as 
ffyere  was  particularly  a  want  of  gqod  officers,  he 
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moved  the  emprefs  to  eftablifli  an  inftitution  for 
the  forming  of  able  commanders.  Anne,  there- 
fore, at  his  inftigation,  endowed  the  noble  land* 
cadet  corps,  for  the  education  of  young  men  of 
noble  families  in  the  fever  at  branches  of  know- 
ledge neceCary  for  an  officer,  of  which  Munich 
dr,ew  up  the  plan.  An  inftitute  that  ftiil  fubfifts, 
continuing  to  be  improved  and  perfected  from 
time  to  time,  and  ferving  as  a  femmajy  of  expert 
commanders.  —  As  in  the  ruffian  army  the 
imgular  cuftom  prevailed,  that  men  who  held 
the  fame  rank,  had  yet  a, difference  in  their  fala- 
ries,  as  they  were  either  foreigners  or  natives; 
the  former  being  far  better  paid  than  the  latter, 
Munich  procured  an  order  that  the  pay  of  the 
officers,  having  the  fame  rank,  whether  foreign 
erg  or  home-born,  fhould  be  perfectly  alike ;  on 
the  whole,  however,  higher  than  had  hitherto 
be^n  the  practice.  By  this  alteration  all  caufe 
of  envy  on  the  part  of  the  native  Ruffians  againft 
foreigners  was  in  a  great  meafure  done  away. 
—  For  the  fake  of  giving  a  fort  of  counterpoife 
to  the  two  regiments  of  guards,  which  had 
already  fhewn  that  their  influence,  even  in  de- 
termining the  fucceffion  to  the  imperial  diadem, 
was  by  no  means  fmall,  Anne  added  to  them 
a  regiment  q{  foot-guards,  and  another  of  horfe ; 
to  the  army  was  alfo  given  a  few  regiments  of 
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cuiraffiers,  whfch  it  had  never  had  before.  — 
Munich  had  the  fatisfattion  to  fee  his  imperial 
miftrefs  teftify  her  concurrence  with  his  plan  by 
patting  it  in  execution,  and  the  honour  of  find- 
ing that  it  even  met  the  approbation  of  that 
great  commander  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy. 

Befide  the  changes  by  which  Anne  endea- 
voured to  put  the  army  in  a  better  condition, 
fee  tyas  particularly  attentive  to  the  benefits  that 
might  accrue  to  her  empire  from  new  or  reno- 
vated treaties  of  commerce.  In  a  view  to  the 
extenfion  of  trade,  and  thereby  to  better  the  con- 
dition of  a  great  _  proportion  of  her  fubje&s, 
fee  was  induced  to  relinqurfh  the  perfran  pro- 
vinces. Her  ambaffadors  at  foreign  courts  had 
her  commiflion  to  look  out  for  induftrious  and 
able  perfonS  in  tbofe  kinds  of  trades  and  profef- 
fion$  in  which  Ruffia  was  dill  behind,  and  fent 
them  into  the  empire :  fhe  particularly  procured 
for  the  country  a  great  number  of  manufacturers 
in  woollen  (luffs  and  .filk.  She  executed  a  new 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  was 
in  general  no  inactive  ruler,  taking  upon  herfelf 
the  affairs  of  administration,  and  governing  with 
gentlenefs  and  equanimity,  except  in  thofe  cafes 
when  fhe  thought  it  behoved  her  to  punifh* 
and  then  fhe  was  fevere.  Her  long  refidencc 
in  Mittau,  her  mtercourfe  with  the  courifh  no- 
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ble$,  in  general  remarkable,  for  their  urbanity 
and  franknefs,  had  communicated  to  her  cha- 
racter a  certain  fweetnefs  and  affability,  which 
eafily  gained  her  the  affe&ion  of  all  that  ap- 
proached her.  The  manners  of  the  peterfburg 
court,  during  her  reign,  took  a  fofter  and 
politer  turn.  Drunken  perfons,  formerly  fre- 
quent among  the  courtiers,  made  tjieir  difgjift- 
ing  appearance  at  court  much  feldomer,  under 
her,  as  (he  detefted  drunkenneis.  Delighting, 
in  the  more  decent  and  tranquil  pleafures  of 
muiic  and  dancing,  fhe  encouraged  them  by  not 
only  taking  foreign  fingers  and  performers  into 
her  fervice*  but  alfo  provided  that  young  Rut 
fians  of  both  fexes  fhould  be  inftrufted  in  thofe 
arts. 

The  cumber  of  the  fubjefts  received  a  great 
increafe  under  Anne,  by  the  return  of  the  zapo-, 
rogian  Kozaks  to  their  obedience  to  the  ruffiaat 
fceptre,  which  happened  fhortly  after  the  brealt- 
ing  out  of  the  turkifh  war.  Thefe  Kozaks  in,  the 
time  of  Peter  I.  adhered  to  Mazeppa ;  and,  on; 
the  latter  being  forced  to  flee  with  CharleaXIL 
had  put  themfelves  under/  the  fupreraacy  of  th« 
khan  of  the  Krimea  The  territory  -of  the., 
•tmpire  was  alfo  enlarged,  on  the  fubmiflion. 
of  the  Kirghiles,  a  very  numerous  nomadizing 
nation  on  the  chinefe  borders,  to  the  protection 
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of  the  ruffian  government,  whence  thefe  advarf* 
tages  arofe  to  the  empire,  that  the  neighbouring 
ruffian  tribes  were  put  in  fafety  from  thofe  at* 
tacks  to  which  they  were  continually  expofed  ; 
and  that  the  commerce  between  Ruffia  and 
China,  which  had  hitherto  been  not  unfrequently 
dHlurbed  by  thefe  hoftilities,  could  now  be  carried 
on  more  freely  and  unimpeded,  and  even  be- 
tween the  Kirghifes  and  the  Ruffians  a  hew 
trade  might  be  opened. 

Her  reign  would  have  been  ftill  more  Happy 
for  Ruffia,  her  memory  far  more  honoured,  if 
her  favourite  John  Erneft  von  Biren  had  not  fo 
flagrantly  abufed  the  confidence  flie  repofed  in 
lihn,  by  rendering  a  multitude  of  perfons  and 
families  completely  wretched #,  and  had  not 
the  teftament  left  by  her  unhappily  been  the 
occafion  of  a  feries  of  revolutions  in  the  throne, 
foHowing  one  upon  the  other,  every  one  of 
winch  was  infallibly  attended,  mediately  and 
immediately,  with  the  misfortune  and  ruin  of 
many  thouforid  people.  * 

John  Erneft  Bfreh  was  the  fon  of  a  gamekeeper 
itt  Courland,  ftudied  at  Koetfiigfberg,  came  back 
fo  Mittau;  and^  onJ  being  prefented  to  thrf 
duchefs  Anne,  pteafed  her  fo  well  that  fte  ap^ 


di . 


*>It  is  computed  {hat  during;  Anne's'  reign  204oco  per*; 
Ions  were  lent  off  to  Siberia. 

pointed 
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pointed  him  her  fecretary.    This  was  the  firfl: 
ftep  t»  that  height  of  fortune  to  which  this  maa 
gradually  rofe.     Anne  ihortly  after  made ,  him 
her  chamberlain ;  and  it  was  now  generally  un- 
derftood  that  he  was  the   duchefs's  favourite. 
This  gave  occafion  Jo  the  chief  men  of  Ruffia, 
who  drew  up  the  capitulation  to  be  agreed  to  by 
Anne,  to  Jnfert  the  condition,  dreading  his  in- 
fluence, that  on  her  ele&ion  Biren  fhould  not 
cpme  with  Jier  to  Mofco.     Anne  came  indeed 
without  him;  but  he  prefently  followed,  was 
made  by  his   patronefs  firft  lord  of  the  bed- 
chamber, and  created  a  ruffian  count,  and,  was 
inflated  in   the   fame   place  with   the  emprefs 
which  he  had  filled  with  the  duchefs,  continued 
to  be  Anne's  all-powerful  minion,  though  he 
did- not  attempt   to  turn   out   Oftermann  and 
Munich,  as  he  found  tjhem  both  ufeful  mem 
Ferdinand,  duke  of  Courland,  dying  in  1737 
without  leaving  a  male  heir ;  and,  by  that  event, 
the  Kettler  family  becoming  extin&,  Biren  artr 
fully  took  fuch  meafures  as  to  induce  the  couriflt 
nobles,    who  had    already   conferred    on   him 
the  patent   of  nobility  in  1730,  to  cleft  him 
their  duke,  and  to  fettle  that  dignity  on  him 
and  his  heirs  male  in  perpetuity.     A  choice  in 
which  neither  the  conviftion  of  public  merit  in 

the 
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the  perfon  elected,  or  free  will  in  the  ele&onr* 
had  certainly  any  (harej  but  was  as  much  influ- 
enced by  the  ruffian  troops,  then  Rationed  in 
Courland,  as  the  prefence  of  the  fame  troops, 
in  more  recent  times,  operated  on  the  ele&ion 
of  Staniflaus  king  of  Poland*.  The  couriflx 
nobility,  accordingly,  had  very  foon  caufe  ta 
lament  that  their  choice  had  been  obliged  to  fall 
upon  Biren  f ,  as  the  new  duke  commonly  refided 
in  St.  Peterfburg,  concerning  himfelf  not  at  all 
about  his  country,  but  even  there  dooming  to 
punifliment  every  one  who  by  any  means  had 

*  Afterwards,  Staniflaus  Lackland.     Sec  Life  of  Catha- 
rine II.  vol.  iii.  p.  330,  &C4 

•f  He  was  elected  on  the  dv;ath  of  Ferdinand,  laft  prince 

of  the  houfe  of  Kettlcr.     The  Cotulanders  were  forced  to 

accept   for   their  fovereign  him  whom  they  knew  t?  be 

grandfon  of  a  groom  to  their  duke  James  III.  and  whom 

they  had  refufed  to  afibciate  with  their  nobility.     The  cm- 

prefs  had  already  made  Biren  marry  a  courifli  lady  of  the 

family  of  Treden.     A  brother  of  Biren's  wife  had  the  info- 

lence  one  day  to  attempt  fome  familiarities  with  the  princcfii 

Elizabeth,  whom  he  met  walking  alone,  in  the  gardens  of 

Feterhof.     Elizabeth  complained  of  it  to  the  emprefs  Anae, 

who  only  laughed  at  the  brutality  of  Treden,  and  told 

Elizabeth  that  (he  might  furely  allow  a  courifh  nobleman  to 

take  what  (he  every  day  granted  freely  to  a  grenadier  of  the? 

guards.      This  grenadier,  it  ta  well  known,  was  Alexfu* 

Raaumofflcy. 

drawa 
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drawn  upon  him  bis  difpleafure,  as  defpctically 
as  the  confutation  of  Ruflia  allowed  *. 

In  the  government  of  the  ruffian  empire, 
under  Anne,  Biren  had  an  abfolute  influence ; 
and  it  is  very  |>offible  to  conceive  that  the 
turkifli  war,  which  Ofterriiarin  and  Munich  were 
at  firft  decidedly  againft,  was  prbfecuted  by  that 
monarch  chiefly  at  the  mitigation  of  Biren,  as 
by  that  means  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  keep 
marfhal  Munich  at  a  diflance  from  Petersburg. 
Munich  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  gaip  the 
confidence  and  efteem  of  his  fovereign  in  an 
eminent  degree ;  and  Biren  was  afraid  of  hiixi 
as  a  dangerous  rival,  in  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience undoubtedly  his  fuperlor. 

Anne,  though  a  widow,  was  ftill  young  when 
fhe  came  to  the  imperial  throne ;  and,  as  it  was 
probable  that  fhe  might  marry  again,  the  coun- 
cil had  very  wifely  iftfetted  a  claufe  in  the  capl- 

.  *  At  the  very  time  when  this  barbarous  favourite  was 
{bedding  torrents  of  blood,  the  ruffian  courtiers,  as  well  as 
the  foreign  minifters,  were  laviihing  upon  him'  the  vfleft 
adulations*  It  was  no  uncommon  thing,  even  at  the  pub- 
lic feftivities,  to.  fee  the  minifters  of  Vienni,  Berlin,  and 
Saxony,  ktffing  the  hand  of  the  favourite,  and  drinking  his 
health  on  their  knees,  after  having  given  this-toaft  :  "  Pcr- 
"  edition  to  whoever  refufes  to  do  the  like,  and  is  not  the 
4<  true,  fincerc,  and  faithful  friend  of  his  highnefs  man-* 
••  fcigneur  the  duke  dc  Biren  !" 

-    vol.  11-  &  tulation, 
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tulation,  that  fte  fliould  not  take  a  coafcrt  with- 
out the  confent  of  that  body.     By  nullifying  the 
capitulation,  Anne  indeed  became  entirely  free 
in  this  refpett ;  but  Biren,  who  generally  took. 
gre?t  care  to  remove  whatever  might  in  the  lead 
degree  have  a  tendency  to  Umit  his  influence, 
cut  off  therefore  every  opportunity  to  a  feconcL 
marriage  of  his  miftrefe.    A  prince  of  Portugal, 
who  came  to  St.  Peterfburj;  for  the  purpofe  of 
folliciting  her  hand,  was  obliged  to  go  back 
without  his  errand.     For  fimilar  reafons  Biren 
exerted  all  his  talents  to  oppofe  the  marriage 
of  the  princefs  Anne,  daughter  of  the  duke  of, 
Mecklenburg,  and  of  Catharine  Ivanovna,  elder 
fifter  to  the  emprefs  Anne.     Her  majefty,  who, 
had  no  intention  to  enter  again  into  the  (late  of 
\fedlock,  was  defirous  at  lead  that  her  niece 
fhould  take  a  hufband #.    Her  defign  was  to 
confider  the  children  proceeding  from  fuch  mat-, 
riage  in  all  refpe&s  as  her  own j  and,  by  fet- 
tling upon  fhem  the  fucceffion,  to  prevent  the 

*  Several  princes  had  made  offers  to  marry  this  princcft* 
who  was  afterwards  fo  unfortunate.  The  kin  J  of  Prufii* 
Frederic  William  I.  was  ambitious  of  having  her  for  his  ion 
Frederic,  in  order  to  fee  him  heir  of  the  crown  of  Ruffia, 
and  at  liberty  to  leave  that  of  Pruflia  to  prince  William 
Henry.  If  that  project  had  fucceeded  what  immenfe  ad- 
vantages would  not  Frederic  II.  have  drawn  from  the  gtflbt 
means  thus  put  at  his  difpofal !  •       * 

diforders 
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diforders  and  tumults,  which  were  naturally  to 
be  apprehended,  if  flie  fliould  leave  the  world 
without  having  nominated  an  heir.  Count 
Lcetenvolde,  mailer  of  the  horfe,  was  accord- 
ingly  fent  to  the  court  of  Vienna  to  make 
choice  of  a  fpoufe  for  the  princefs  Anne.  Charles, 
margrave  of  Brandenburg,  and  prince  Anthony 
Ulric  of  Brunfwick,  were  die  two  princes 
whom  Loevenvolde,  on  his  return,  declared 
worthy  of  ibliciting  a  marriage  with  Anne ;  and 
Anthony  Ulric,  duke  of  Brunfwick,  was  at 
length  the  perfon  pitched  on  for  her  fpoufe* 
The  duke  therefore  came  to  Ruffia.  Biren  few 
thk  with  diflike,  fearing,  as  he  muft,  that  the 
father  of  the  future  fucceflbr  might  ftand  in  the 
way  of  hi6  authority,  and  therefore  endeavoured 
by  every  effort  to  break  off,  if  poffible,  the  pro* 
je&ed  match.  Perhaps,  as  he  has  been  accufed* 
and  indeed  not  without  grounds,  he  might  havq 
had  a  plan  of  bringing  about  a  union  between 
his  fon  and  the  princefs.  —  However,  in  fpite 
of  all  his  exertions,  the  marriage  was  contain* 
mated  in  the  month  of  July  1739 ;  and,  on  the 
t2th  of  Augtift  1740,  the  princefs,  to  the 
great  joy  of  the  emprefs  Anne,  became  the 
mother  of  a  prince,  Whom  the  fovereign  imme* 
diately  took  under  her  tuition,  and  in  the  O&o* 
ber  following  decided  him  her  fucceflbr  to  the 
thfone* 

*  d  The* 
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*  The  emprefs  about  this  time  felt  that  probably 
(he  had  not  long  to  live.  —  This  apprehenfion 
moved  her  to  caufe  the  oath  of  fealtv  to  the  new* 
born  Ivan  as  fucceflbr  to  be  taken  by  all  her  fub- 
]t&s.  At  the  fame  time  the  profpedt  of  the  fpeedy 
Jiflblutum  of  the  emprefs  fet  the  heads  of  the 
adrainiftration,  Biren,  Munich,  and  Oftermann, 
iii  motion*  Ivan,  the  fucceflbr,  was  only  a  few 
weeks  old ;  and  muff,  therefore,  if  Anne  fhould 
prefently  die,  have  a  guardian.  The  choice  of 
this  guardian  was  that  in  which  Anne  on  her 
death-bed  and  the  great  men  at  court  were  not 
a  little  employed.  Though  his  parents  feemed 
to  be  the  natural  guardians  of  his  infancy,  and 
had  the  foremoft  claim  to  that  charge,  yet 
Biren,  Munich,  and  Oftermann  had  formed  very 
different  plans,  and  never  reded  till  they  had 
.got  a  paper  figned  by  ,Anne,  appointing  duke 
.Biren  guardian  of  the  young  emperor  Ivan,  and 
.regent  of  the  empire  during  his  minority  V:  It 

*  The  artful  Oftermann,  who,  m  concert  with  the  fa- 
vourite, had  fabricated  the  will  of  Anne,  in  which,  etf- 

'  eluding  the  duchefs  of  'Brunfwick  from  the  fucceffion,  fhe 
left  the  throne  to   Ivan  and  the  regency   to  Biren,  now 

.framed  a  petition  in  the  name  of  the  feveral  orders  of  the 
{fate,  rcquefting  Biren  to  accept  the  place  of  regent,  which 
his  ambition  had  already  anticipated  ;  and,  what  one  would 

*  fcarcely  believe,  not  with  ftairding  all  we  have  read,  the  prin- 

-  ripal-nrtmbeft  ef  th«  clerical  order,  the  prime  nobles,  tbemi- 
njfters,  and  the  fenators  were  bafe  enough  to  fign  th^rcqueit. 

*•*  .  .'    ,l  was 


HISTORY   OF   RUSSIA. %  24J, 

was  *  certainly  Biren*s  wi(h  that  the  bufmefs 
lhotild  take  this  turn,  though  he  dire&ly  after 
pretended  to  deny  it,  giving  out  that  he  had 
onl)r  yielded  to  MunicKY  importunity.  Hbw- 
ever,  it  is  poflible  that  he  might  riot  at  firft 
have  ventured  ttTpropofe  himfelf  as  giiaTdianj 
fearing  too  violent  an  oppofition ;  ant!  afte'rWird's^ 
by  an  affefted  reltiaance,  as  if  it  wei*e  'diffi- 
culr  for' him  to  refolve,  he  cadfed  hitnfelf  to 
be  much' importuned  ere  he  would  comply  with 
the  requeft  of  Oftermann  and  Munich  ;to  take 
the  regency  upon  him.  But  thefe'two  politic 
miriifters  had  concurred  in  bringing  this  matter 
about,  in  hopes  that  Biren  would  fhew  his  gra- 
titude to  them,  by  undertaking,  asregeht,  nothing 

of  importance  without  them,  but  confuft  them 

....        .  > 

on  all  occafions,  fo  that  they  alfo  wouTd  have 
been  a  part  of  the  regency  ;  in  which  Oftermann 
would  have  directed  the  affairs  of  ftate,  while 
Munich  was  "at  the  head  of  the  military  depart- 
ment :  whereas  if  duke  Anthony  Ulric  fliould 
have  the' regency  and  the  guardianfhip,  they 
were?  afriaid  that  he  might-  look  upon  it  as  a 
thing  due  to  him  of  right",'  and  therefore  not 
think  himfelf  under  any  fort  of  obligation  to 
them^  though"  they  fliould  procure  it  for-hinr, 
and  accordingly  not  leave  them  fo  mu<ih  &op£ 
for  afting  as  they  pleafed.  '  The  projeft  of  con- 
*  H  3  veying 
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veylng  the  administration  of  the  empire  into  the 
hands  of  duke  Biren  of  courfe  fucceeded,  patfi* 
cularly  fince  the  parents  of  the  emperor  happily 
obferved  a  perfeft  filence  in,  the  bufinefs ;  and, 
when  the  laft  will  of  Anne,  was  opened  in  the 
prefence  of  the  minifter,  the  fenators,  the  chief* 
of  the  army,  as  well  as  of  duke  Anthony  Ulric 
and  his  lady,  it  was  found  to  contain  the  follow- 
ing injunction,  already  known  to  feveral,  to 
other?  totally  unespe&ed :  "  Biren  fhaU  be  the 
"  adminiftrator  of  government  till  the  emperor 
1 "  Ivan  fhall  have  attained  his  feventeemh  year, 
iC  at  which  period  he  fhall  be  declared  of  age, 
"  Should  Ivan  die  before  that  time,  then  Biren 
*'  fhall  continue  guardian  to  Ivan's  brethren 
*'  barn  after  him  who  fliall  fucceed  him  on  the 
«'  throne.  Should  neither  Ivan  nor  any  one  of 
*'  his  brethren  afterwards  born  remain  alive, 
*<  then  fhall  £iren,  with  the  concurrence  of 
*'  the  cabinet,  the  fepate,  and  the  generals  of 
"  the  army,  eleft  and  confirm  a  new  emperor, 
*c  who  fhall  conduit  all  the  affairs  of  the  emT 
a  p;re,  foreign  %nd  dqmeftic,  as  unlimited  and 
"  abfol^te  monarch  of  RuJQa.'' 

Though  nobody  dared  openly  to  oppugn  this 
dying  ijyun&ion  of  the  emprefs  Anne,  by  which 
^  foreigner  was  placed,  for  many  years  to  come, 

»t  th?  h?a4  pf  t^e  government }  a*  whoever  had 

prefumed 
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£refumed  to  do  fo  would  have  infallibly  brought 
upon  hirafelf  either  death  or  perpetual  exile,  yet 
the  public  was  by  no  means  fatitficd  with  this 
teftament.  The  parents  of  the  emperor  craft 
have  felt  thcmfelves  moft  hurt  at  feeing  a  man 
who  had  made  his  fortune  chiefly  by  perfpwi 
gratifications  with  the  deceafed  epiprefs,  en* 
trufted  with  a  guardianfhip  which  they  naturally 
had  reafon  to  expett,  and  to  which  no  perfon 
had  a  nearer  claim  than  they.  Anpe  thanked 
duke  Biren  for  confenting  to  take  upon  bim 
the  weighty  cares  of  government ;  but  probably 
thefe  thanks  did  not  proceed  from  the  heart, 
only  ferviag  as  a  delicate  concealment  qf  fe& 
mortification  at  die  teftamentary  iajiiti&ioa  t»f 
her  aunt. 

Biren  was  now  mounted  on  the  higheft  pkufcaekr 
of  grandeur  to  which  his  imagination  coujidhave 
ever  prompted  him  to  afpfre :  if  he  was  not 
addrefled  in  the  ftyle  of  emperor,  he  had  hoar* 
ever  the  profped  of  being  for  feveral  years  ihie 
ruler  of  the  ruffian  empire.  He  topk  hi?  *** 
fidence  in  the  imperial  fummer-pftlace,  giving  the 
parents  of  the  emperor,  who  would  by  no  means 
be  perfuaded  to  quit  their  fon,  the  winter ^pelace 
for  their  dwelling,  with  a  .yearly  panfiea  of 
200,000  rubles,  whfle  his  own  amwittid  tf 
360,000,     Iiiftead  of  being  called,  as  bfiltKf?* 

-        ;  k  4  iiluftriou$ 
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iiluftrious  prince,  be  aflumed  the  title  **  of  U$ 
Wghnefg,  regent  of  the  ruffian  empire ;"  at  the 
fame  time,  however,  granting  to  duke  Ulric ,  the 
title  of  "  his  highnefs." 

The  difcontents  excited  at  the  new  regency 
yety  foon  and  plainly  appeared.  There'  were 
not  wanting  perfons  who  thought  it  an  aft  of 
injuftice  to  the  parents  of  the  emperor,  to  whom 
both  the  guardianfliip  of  Ivan,  and  the  regency 
of  the  empire,  ought  properly  to  have  been 
commited;  while  others  were  irritated  at  feeing 
Biren '  at  the  head  of  the  government.  The 
fegent  had  his  fpies,  who  informed  him  imme-» 
diately  of  all  that  was  faid  \  and  he  thought  he 
provided  in  the  beft  way  for ;  his  fafety,  by 
feverely  punifhing  fuch  as  exprefled  their  difr 
pleafiire :  fo  that  a  great  number  of  perfons 
were  plunged  into  irretrievable  diftrefs  for 
having  imprudently  delivered  their  fentiments 
on  Biren' s  elevation;  and  the  natural  confe* 
quence  of  it  was,  that  the  difcontents,  inftead  of 
being  fuppreffed,  fpread  more  and  more,  a&4 
duke  Ulric  now  perceived  that  it  would  be  no 

difficult  matter  to  fei?e  the  regency  out  of  Biren'f 

« 

hands. 

He  plainly  told  the  regent  that  he  would 
proteft  againft  the  will  of  the  late  emprefc,  a; 

lnvaltd?  wd'  that  fye  eveij.ihQuid  .not  be  dif 

pleafed 


« ** 


HIST0RY~0FvItU$5M*    -  S49 

^leafed  if  it  brought  about  an  alteration  in  the 
regency.  Expoftulations  and  quarrels  fijeceeded 
heiwpen  him  and  the  regent,  which  at  lengtt* 
grew  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  tluke  threw  up 
all  his  employments.  While  this  difunion  lafted 
between  duke  Ulric  and  the  regent,  count 
Munich  was  always  the  middle  perfon*  through 
whom  the  regent  caufed  the  duke  and  bis  fpoufe 
to  be  told  many  di&gr$eat>l<?  things*  Muntoh 
employed  this  opportunity  for  gaining  (he  con? 
fidence  of  thefe  two  negleded .  .  pferfonageSj 
hearkened  to  their  complaints  againft  duke 
Biren,  affented  to  the  reafonablenefs  of  many  of 
th$m,  and  in  this  manner  the  franknefs  and  intir 
macy  between  them  grew  greater  from  4ay  to 
day.  At  length  the  duke  and  his  fpoufe  let  -fell; 
in  the  prefence  of  Munich,  fpme  words,  inti? 
mating  that  they  had  a  defign  to  force  th$ 
guardianship  from  the  regent,  and  the  marfhal 
in  the  fame  undifguifed  manner  gav$  them  to 
underftand  that  they  might  rply  on,  i>is  affiit* 
ance  in  the  execution  of  their  plan.  Munich, 
whofe  ambition  and  vanity  knqw  no  bounds, 
recreated  his  mind  with  the  profpeft  pf  lording 
at  court,  under  the  aufpices  of  duke  Ulric  and 
Apme,  if  they  by  his  affiftance  fhould  attain  their 
end ;  and  he  might  alfo  hope  that  his  projeft 
to  depofe  Biren  would  be  attended  with  fuccefs, 

particu-p 


s 


$5©  HIST O It  Y  OF   RUSSIA. 

particularly  as  the  regent  was  far  from  being 
beloved,  / while  Munich  was  much  honoured, 
efppctally  by  the  army  4  and  thus  he  who,  but 
a  few  weeks  before,  had  contributed  fo  much 
to  BfaetVs  appointment  as  regent,  was  now  the 
moft  afthre  promoter  of  bis  difgrace,  the  moft 
sealous  adherent  to  Biren's  antagonifts,  the 
prinoefs  and  her  fpoufe.  The  enterprife  admit- 
ted of  no  delay ;  and  therefore  they  waited  no 
longer  than  to  the  nineteenth  of  November  for 
putting  fhtir*  plot  in  execution,  by  which  the 
young  emperor's  parents  were  to  take  upon 
themfelves  the  government  of  the  empire,  as 
guardians  of  the  monarch.  The  regent  Biren, 
Us  contort,  his  family,  and  his  firmed  partisans, 
being  witftout  trouble  taken  into  cuftody  in  the 
night,  all  the  great  men  then  in  town  affembled 
before  day-break  at  the  palace,  and  the  princefs 
Anne  received  homage  on  the  fame  day  as  grand*, 
dudheft  of  Ruffia,  and  guardian  of  her  fon,  the 

Infant  emperor'11. 

Only 

•  Biten  lodged  in  the  Cummer-palace,  During  fupper 
fee  feemed  thoughtful  $  and*  all  at  once  faid  to  Munich, 
*'  M.  le  marechal,  have  you  -never  gene  upon  any  important 
1*  *n*eiyrjfc  in  the  njghtrtimc  ?"  The  jnarflial  immediately 
fhopgfrt  hift  jfcheme  was  difcovered  ;  he,  however,  mainta>oe4 
f>ifficieivt  Gompofure  to  anfwer  z  "  1  cannot  call  to  mind 
'*'  any  extraordinary  matters  that  I  have  undertaken  during 

"Ac 
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Only  two  and  twenty  days  had  Biren  poffeffed 
his  ftupendous  fortune ;  and  from  the  maiiy 
cares  and  difquietudes  that  attended  it,  even  that 
(ho'rt  fpace  was  without  enjoyment.  "From  the 
caftle  of  Schluflelburg,  where  he  was  confined 
as  a  prifoner,  he  was  brought  to  a  trial,  con- 
demned, and  exiled  in  June  to  Pelim  in  Siberia  *, 

where, . 


*'  the  night ;  but  I  make  it  a  rule  to  Seize  a$  oppofftiBjtip 

u  that  feem  favourable  to  my  views."  After  fitting  fojpe  time 
longer,  he  took  his  leave,  and  went  ftrait  to  the  winter* 
-palace,  which  was  occupied  by  the  young  emperor  and  Hi 
parents ;  *nd,  after  having  engaged  the  duchefi  of  Bmn£- 
wick  to  admit,  of  her  party  the  officers  and  the  hundred  anjj 
forty  foldiers  on  guard  about  the  tzar,  he  returned  to  the 
regent,  whom  he  arretted  by  a  detachment  of  twenty  mca* 
commanded  by  the  aid-de-camp  Mannftein. 

*  The  charges  that  were  brought  againft  him,  acid  re- 
cited as  the  reafon  and  juftification  of  the  fentence  of  banifti* 
ment  paflcd  upon  him,  in  the  imperial  mauifeito  that  ww 
publimed  in  that  behalf,  were  the  following :  That  the. 
duke,  during  the  lad  illnefs  of  the  emprefs  &nn*,  Jiad 
thought  of  nothing  but  how  to  obtain  the  regency,  to  the 
exclufion  of  the  emperor's  parents ;  that  he  had  fquandejre4 
away  extraordinary  Aims  from  .the  imperial  tieafury,  and 
anoftly  employed  it  to  his  own  emolument  out  of  the  em* 
pire ;  that  he  and  his  family  had  fcornfully  neglo&ed  tp 
(hew  a  proper  refpeft  to  the  parents  of*  the  emperor ;  and, 
3*  order  to  deprive  them  of  the. public  affection,  had  fpread 
various  forts  of  calumnies  againfi  them  5  that  he  had  chal- 
i;,  .  lenged 


X$2  HISTORY  OF   RUSSIA.  - 

wherein  addition  to  his  misfortune,  he  was 
obliged,  in«  baniihment  and  mifery,  to  affociate 
:yith,  the  numerous  wretches  who  owed  their 
.baniftjment  and  mifery  to  him  *• 

Thus,  Anne  having  obtained  "her  aim,  by 
procuring  the  guardianship  of  her  fon  and  the  ' 
regency  of '  the  empire,  the  ambitious  Munich, 
who  expefted  now  to  be  all  in  all  under  the 
new  adminiftration,  gave  no  refpite  to  his  efforts 
till  the  prefent  regent  had  conferred  on  him  the 
tide  -of  mimfter,  the  poft  enjoyed  by  Oftermann, 
who  ftill  remained  at  the  head  of  affairs.     But 

lenged  the  father  of  the  emperor  to  fight  a  duel  with  him  ( i ), 
and  obliged  him  to  give  up  his  places ;  that  he  a&ed  pf  his 
owrf'mdre  motion,  contrary  to  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  and 
conceived  fuch  plans  as  would  have  thrown  the  empire  into 
the  greateft  confufion.  u  He  hath,  therefore,"  con- 
cludes the  manifefto,  "  by  the  laws  of  God,  of  nature,  and 
"  of  the  empire,  merited  death."  The  emperor,  however, 
freed  him  from  capital  punifhment,  but  condemned  him 
with  his  family  to  perpetual  imprisonment. 

*  Biren  was  fo  dreaded,  that  when  he  rode  on  horfeback 
through  the  ftreets,  people,  on  feeing  him  come  at  a  dillance, 
'exclaimed,  "  It  is  Biren,  let  us  run !"  Perfons  on  foot 
made  as  faft  as  they  could  for  the  firft  gateway.  Thofe 
who  were  in  carriages  ftopped,  got  out  and  proftrated 
themfelves  before  him. 

(i)  At  a  particular  altercation,  matters  indeed  df<t  gofofar,  that 
Jtiren,  in  the,  heat  of  his  pad^on,  put  his  hand  to  his  fword. 

what 
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Vrhat  Munich  in  reality  drove  to  obtain  was  the 
ftation  of  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and 
navy ; .  however  in  this  attempt  it  was  impoffible 
for  him  to  fucceed,  as  thofe  places  were  already 
poffefled  by  duke   Ulric :    he  'therefore  con- 
tented  himfelf  with  extorting  th*  former  title 
from    the    regent.      At  this,  however,  cotmt 
Oftermann  did  not  fail  to  take  umbrage,  and 
accordingly   attached   himfelf  more  clofely  to 
t  the  duke,  who  alfo  was  fenfible  to  the  affront 
put  upon  him  by  Munich's  application  fofr  his 
poft$  *.    Thus  arofe  two  parties ;  one  headed  by 
Anne  and  Munich,  and  the  other  by  Oftermann 
and  the  duke.      Oftermann,  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  molt  able  and  acute  politicians  of  his 
time,  foon  found  opportunities  of  difplaying  his 
extenfive  views  in  politics,  as  well  as  his  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  the  ruffian  empire,  in 
fo  ftriking  a  manner,  thai  even  Anne  placed 
more  confidence  in  him  than  (he  did  in  count 
Munich. 

*  How  could  he  help  being  offended  at  the  following 
ukafe,  in  which  the  duke  is  appointed  generalifiimo,  and 
which  was  drawn  up  by  Munich  ?  It  runs  thus:  u  Though 
"  field-marftial  Munich,  on  account  of  the  great  fervices  he 
"  has  rendered  the  empire,  might  claim  the  poft  of  gene- 
"  nutflimo,  yet  he  has  waved  that  right  in  favour  of  duke 
"  Anthony  Ulric,  as  the  father  of  his  imperial  majefty,  and 
•«  has  teen  contented  to  accept  the  place  of  prime  minifler." 

The 


/ 
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The  king  of  Profit*,  Frederic  II.  had  juft  then 
begun  his  reign ;  who,  not  pleafed  at  feeing  the  ' 
amity  that  fubfifted  between  the  courts  of  Peters- 
burg and  Vienna,  endeavoured  to  make  Munich 
his  friend -f  and  Frederic  found  it  not ,  very 
difficult,  by  flattering  letters,  fo  to  work  upon 
his  vanity,  that  this  minifter,  already  not  well 
difpofed  to  Auftria,  now  made  it  his  principal 
bufinefs  to  bring  about  a  more  intimate  con* 
neftion  between  the  ruffian  court  and  that  of 
Berlin.  Bv  this  means  the  clofe  union  that  had 
hitherto  fubfifted  between  Auftria  and  Ruffia 
was  difiblved,  and  the  whole  political  fyftem  di 
Europe  totally  changed. 

A  defend ve.  treaty  had  before  been  concluded  ' 
between  the  ruffian  and  pruffian  courts.  Munich 
effe&ed  the  renewal  of  it ;  and  both  parties  mutu- 
ally bound  themfelves  to  furnifh  an  aid  of  1 2,000 
men,  in  cafe  of  in  attack.      Anne,  however,  ' 
fecrctly  determined  to  adhere  to  the  terms  of  ' 
this  treaty  only  fo  long  as  Pruffia  fhould  be  at  * 
peace  with  Auftria,  the  remonftrances  of  Oftef- 
mann  having  infpired  her  with  a  partiality  for 
that  houfe :  and  Frederic  having  now  adopted 
meafures  for  taking  poffeffion  of  Silefia,  as  a 
part  of  the  inheritance  of  Maria  Therefa,  the  * 
court  of  St.  Petersburg  intimated  to  him  that  it  •- 
never  would  confent  to  that  aft.     Accordingly, 
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at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1742  a  new 
alliance  was  formed  with  the  imperial  court* 
with  an  engagement  to  furniih  auxiliaries* 
Munich,  extremely  diffatisfied  at  this  procedure; 
drove  to  retard  its  execution,  but  in  vain :  he 
requefted  his  difmiffion j  hoping  by  that  means 
to  induce  Anne  to  lend  a  more  favourable  ear  to 
hi?  representations ;  but  this  too  had  no  effeft : 
an  honourable  difmiffion  was  granted  him,  under 
pretence  that,  from  the  (late  of  his  health  and 
his  age,  he  could  no  longer  be  ufeful  to  the  fer- 
vice*  Munich,  it  is  true,  remained  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, in  the  hope  of  being  employed  again ;  but 
he  was  miftaken  -r-  the  protrading  his  ftay 
there  foon  after  brought  upon  him  an  involun- 
tary journey  to  Siberia. 

One  of  the  mod  remarkable  events  that  hap- 
pened during  the  regency  of  the  duchefs  of  Brunf- 
wick  was  the  arrival  at  Mofco  of  an  embafly 
from  Thamas  Kouli  khan.  After  having  ufurped 
,  she  throne  of  the  fophis,  and  conquered  the  em- 
phje  of  the  Mongoles,  Thamas  Kouli  khan,  who 
had  heard  touch  concerning  the  beauty  of  the 
princefs  Elizabeth,  fent  to  afk  her  in  marriage, 
at  the  fame  time  promifing  to  introduce  the 
greek  religion  into  Perfia.  His  ambafikior  wa* 
attended  by  iixteen  thoufand  men  and  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon.    But  this  formidable  troop 

wa* 
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Was  frivited  to  flop  at  Kitzliar  on  the  borders  of 
the  Terek,  and  the  ambaflador  made  his  entry 
kito  Mofco  with  a  train  of  only  three  thouftnd 
perfons  on  horfeback.  He  prefented  to  the 
regent,  on  the  part  of  the  (hah,  fourteen  ele- 
phants and  a  great  quantity  of  jewels,  among 
which  were  very  large  diamonds  *.  The  pre- 
fents  were  accepted,  and  the  propofals  of  mar- 
riage reje&ed. 

Ruflia,  however,  took  no  adtive  part  in  the 
war  between  Pruffia  and  Auftria,  as  the  king  of 
Poland  and  the  eleftor  of  Saxony,  who  them- 
felves  raifed  pretetifions  to  Therefa's  patrimony, 
protefted  againft  the  march  of  the  ruffian  troops 
through  Poland ;  and  Sweden  at  the  fame  time 
threatened  to  open  the  campaign  againft  the 
Ruffians  on  the  frontiers  of  Finland,  in  confe- 
rence of  a  formal  declaration  of  war  againft 
Ruflia,  at  Stockholm,  in  the  month  of  Auguft. 

.  *  Thefc  diamonds  came  from  the  Mongoley.  Th&ntas 
J£ouli  khan  brought  away  from  that  empire  to  the  value  of 
146  millions  of  pounds  fterlmg  in  precious  Hones,  in  gold, 
filver,  and  other  valuables.  The  throne  of  the  peacock 
alone,  which  he  conveyed  away  from  Dehli,  was^  eftimated 
at  202,500,000  francs,  or '  nine  kiurures.  The  kiururc 
makes  a  hundred  laks,  each  lak  a  hundred  thoufaad  ru- 
pees. The  rupee  varies  in  value,  but  may  be.  generally 
eftimated  a£  2  s.  3  d.  flerling, 
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It  was  well  known  in  Sweden,  that  the  ruffian 
fcation  in  general  was  by  no  means  fatisfied  with 
the  prefent  government,  and  that,  therefore^ 
fome  alteration  in  it  was  fhortly  to  be  expe&ed* 
The  court  of  France  too  was  at  no  fmall  pains, 
by  its  ambafTador  at  Peterfburg,  to  efFeft  a 
revolution  there,  from  which  Sweden  hoped  to 
derive  advantage.  The  latter  reckoned  fo  cer* 
tainly  that  fhe  fhould  come  off  donqudror  in  the! 
approaching  war*  and  the  Ruffians  be  vanquished* 
that  in  the  diet  of  Stockholm,  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  no  lefs  than  three  fets 
of  articles  were  framed,  on  which  fhe  would 
hereafter  make  peace  with  the  conquered  Ru£» 
fians.  Should  the  arms  of  Sweden  be  com- 
pletely fuccefsful,  then  Ruflia  fhould  give  back 
Karelia,  Ingria,  Elthonia,  and  Livonia,  and,  in 
ihort,  all  that  had  been  Ceded  to  her  at  the  peace! 
of  Nyftadt;  were  fhe  no  more  than  partially 
fuccefsful,  it  was  expe&ed  that  at  leaft  Karelia, 
Kexholm,  Vyborg,  Petersburg,  Noeteburg, 
Kronftadt,  Jtronfchlot,  the  whole  extent  of  the 
river  Neva  and  Efthonia  fhould  be  reftored. 
In  cafe,  however,  contrary  to  all  probability* 
.Ruflia  might  not  be  fo  far  humbled  as  to  fur* 
frendet  all  thefe  territories,  then  fhe  fjxmld  be 
allowed  to  retain  Efthonia ;  but  the  reft  of  the 
countries  juft  mentioned  miift  be  in  any  cafe 

vol.  11.  ft  evacuated 
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evacuated  by  her,  without  permiffion  to  keep  a 
fingle  fhip  on  the  livonian  and  efthonian  coafts, 
and  with  an  obligation  from  her  to  grant  the 
free  exportation  of  corn.  It  has  rarely  hap- 
pened that  any  national  council  ever  extended 
its  plans  of  aggrandifement  fo  faf,  with  fo  great 
a  deficiency  m  the  neceflkry  means  for  carrying 
them  into  execution,  as  Sweden  did  on  this  ' 
occafion.  ,  She  deliberately  fettled  the  condi- 
tions of  the  future  peace,  though  utterly  uncon- 
cerned about  a  proper  arrangement  for  the 
donduft  of  the  war  by  which  thefe  terms  of 
accommodation  were  to  be  fecured.    It  is  even 

• 

faid  by  a  fwedifh  hiftorian,  that  "  No  man 
"  knew  of  any  generals,  who  by  fkill  and  expe- 
K  rience  had  gained  the  public  efteem."  The 
two  generals  Levenhaupt  and  Buddembrock, 
who  weje  the  greateft  advocates  for  the  war, 
when  hoftilities  were  begun  conduced  them 
but  miferably.  The  fleet  wa^not  ia  a  condition 
to  put  to  fea.  The  army,  though  brave  and 
zealous,  was  poorly  fupplied  with  provifions; 
and,  for  want  of  good  plans  for  the  campaign, 
and  intelligent  officers,  could  effe&  very  little. 

Ruffia,  refolving  not  to  be  behind  hand  with 
the  Swedes,  fent  Lafcy  to  march  agaiftft  then* 
in  Auguft  1 74 1,  before  they  had  time  pro- 
perly to  collet  their  forces,  and  defeated  them 


j 
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near  Vilmannftrand.  The  furfend?f  of  that 
fortrefs  to  Ruffia  was  the  coixfequence  of  this 
vi&Qry ;  and  though  the  Swedes  now  rallied  in. 
fuch  maimer  that  the  Ruffians,  who  were  greatly 
inferior  in  numbers,  could  proceed  no  farther* 
yet  they  did  nothing  more  through  the  whole  of 
that  campaign.  As  the  Swedes,  in  entering 
upon  this  war,  had  principally  laid  their  account 
in  the  fuppofition  that  things  could  not  remain 
tranquil  in  Ruffia,  they  difperfed  a  manifefto,  ill 
the  view  of  inciting  the  Ruffians  to  attempt  a 
revolution;  hoping  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
would  not  pafs  over  fo  quietly  as  the  former  had 
doner  that  the  troops  then  wanted  in  the  inte- 
rior mud  be  drawn  away  from  the  borders,  and 
the  Swedes  would  thus  have  free  fcope  to  aft 
with  effect  againft  Ruffia.  "  The  fole  intention 
on  the  part  of  Sweden,"  fays  the  manifefto, 
is  to  defend  herfelf  by  arms  againft  the  op-* 
"  preffions  exercifed  againft  her  by  the  arrogant 
?  foreigners  *,  the  mmifters  of  the  ruffian  court, 
"  and  at  the  fame  time  to  deliver  the  ruffian 
**  nation  from  the  yoke  which  thefe  miniftera 
"  have  impofed  on  it,  by  affifting  the  Ruffians 
"  to  regain  their  right  of  electing  for  themfelves 
"  a  lawful  ruler  J9 

*  By  theft;  foreigners  were  meant  Munich  atnet  Ofter* 
jfeana* 

n  It 
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It  was,  therefore,  not  from  <a  want  of  good* 
Will  in  the  fwedifh  government,  that  no  rebellion 
arofe  againft  its  prefent  rulers,  and  that  a,  civil 
war,  with  all  its  horrors,  did  not  enfue ;  for  it  thtfs 
exprefsly  declared  the  regency  unlawful.  Happy, 
iowever,  it  was  for  Ruflia,  that  the  revolution 
which  happened  this  Very  year,  hi  November 
1741,  and  was  not  brought  about  by  the 
fwedifh  manifefto,  but  by  very  different  motives, 
was  effected  without  bloodfhed,  that  the  alter- 
ation  of  the  per fon  of  the  ruler  produced  no 
farther  changes,  excepting  among  the  heads  of 
the  adminiftrdtion,  and  that  it  was  attended  with 
no  confufion  or  difturbance  in  the  empire. 
,  What  facilitated,  however,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, the  revolution  by  which  Elizabeth  became' 
emprefs  of  Ruflia,  was  the  behaviour  both  of 
Anne  and  her  confort  the  duke.  There  was  no 
harmony  nor  confidence  between  them.  The 
regent  fhut  herfelf  up  entirely  with  a  countefs 
Mengden,  with  whom  fhe  lived  on  the  mod  inti* 
mate  footing,  entirely  eftranged  from  her  hu£ 
band,  pafling  whole  days  and  weeks  in  a  total 
negiett  of  government  affairs ;  and  thus,  no  lefs 
than  by  the  influence  which  fhe  allowed  that 
lady  to  exert,  created  to  herfelf  many  enemies. 
The  envy  and  jealoufy  of  the  native  Ruffians 
were  every  day  increafed  by  the  partiality  uqk 

veifally 
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verfally  (hewn  to  the  german  party :  hence  it 
proceeded,  that  no  more  concord  fubfifted 
between  the  minifters  Oftermann  and  Munich, 
than  between  the  duke  and  the  regent  j  one 
party  being  constantly  employed  in  thwarting 
and  counteracting  the  other.  Thus,  thpugh 
Anne  abhorred  feverity-,  and  her  government 
was  extremely  mild ;  though  fhe  was  ever  prompt 
to  beftow  favours  and  exercife  her  liberality ;  yet 
thus  in  fhort  it  was,  that  the  enterprife  of  Leftocq, 
the  phyfician  to  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  for 
feating  her  on  the  throne  of  her  father,  was 
attended  with  fuccefs. 

For  abating  the  influence  of  foreigners  in  the 
adminiftration  of  the  empire,  the  plan  of  a  con* 
vention  had  been  framed  on  the  demife  of 
Peter  II.  by  which  the  fupreme  authority  was  to 
be  placed  in  the  council,  whereof  the  greater 
part  were  Ruffians.  This  was  annulled  by 
Anne ;  and  Biren  a  foreigner  was  all-powerful 
under  that  princefs :  O Hermann  being  the  foul  of 
the ,  ^adminiftration,  and  Munich  the  firft  man 
in,  the  army ;  the  foreigners  therefore  remained 
at  the  head  of  affairs, 

u 

Anne  died ;  but  the  foreigners  ftill  continued 
in  the  chief  offices  of  ftate  :  Biren  being  little  lefs 
than  emperor  and  autocrator  of  all  the  Ruffias ; 
and,    after   his  downfall,    which  followed   o& 

«  - 
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the  heels  fef  his  fucdefej  tSie  goVferntnent 
itiftainfeA,  ileverthelefs,  foi  the  hands  of  Ofter* 
mann  and  Munich.  The  emperor  Ivan  himfelf 
was  but  a  very  remote  defcendant  of  the  tfcarian 
houfe  of  Rdmanof ;  his  father  was  a  gertnan 
prince,  his  inother  the  daughter  of  a  german 
prince,  only  his  great-grandfather  on  the  mother's 
fide,  Ivan,  brother  to  Petefr  I.  was  defcended 
from  the  Romanofs  :  in  appearance,  therefore, 
k  wa^  rather  a  foreign  than  a  ruffian  family  that 
was  fiow  in  pofleffion  of  the  throne ;  and  rhe 
more,  as  the  various  offices  off  the  ftate  were* 
given  with  increafing  partiality  to  foreigners, 
This  \rfas  taken  very  much  amlfs  by  the  cotmtry 
at  large,  a!nd  the  defire  of  an  alteration  on  their 
part  greatly  facilitated  that  which  pj-efentjy  after 
happened.  As  the  plot  for  the  overthrow  of 
Biren  had  fucceeded  without  fefiftance,  it  wa$ 
eafy  to  fbrefee  that  it  might  prove  no  lefs  feafible 
to  difplace  Anne ;  who,  from  her  inconfiftefit 
behaviour,  by  her  contempt  df  the  ruflfaui  tut* 
toms,  by  the  exorbitant  favours  {he  lavifhedon 
her  adherents,  moftly  foreigners,  had  but  'fetfle 
hold  on  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  efpt- 
cially  as  %  candidate  far  the  crown  had  ftarted 
tip,  yfho  piuft  naturally  he  inore  agreeable  to 
the  natfon,  !bdnga  troe-bor^  Ruffian,  than  the 
prefent 'emperor, 

ji  The 
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The  perfon  thus  afpiriog  to  the  crown  was  no 
other  than  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Peter  the  Great,  refiding  at  St.  Peterfburg,  in 
the  very  bofom  of  the  oourt.  On  the  death  of 
Peter  1L,  Ihe  might,  perhaps,  have  preferred  her 
pretentions  to  the  throne  of  her  father  not  with- 
out fuccefs ;  but  at  that  time  ftie  made  not  the 
Imalleft  ftir  in  this  defign.  She  even  remained 
quiet  during  all  the  reign  of  Anne,  though  the 
Dolgyrukies  were  accufed  of  an  intention  of 
advancing  her  to  the  imperial  feat  *,  continuing 
to  live  with  that  emprefs  on  the  mod  amicable 
terms,  exciting  no  furmifes  of  that  nature,  either 

*  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1739,  the  Dolgorukies 
were  arrefted  and  put  to  the  torture.  They  corifeffed  that 
they  had  concerted  an  infurre&ion  for  carrying  off  the 

.emprefs,  the  princefs  Anne  and  her  confort,  together  with 
the  duke  of  Conrland*  to  drive  all  the  Germans  out  of  the 
country,  to  proclaim  Elizabeth  empreft,  and  to  marry  her 
to  one  of  the  Nar* fhkins.  How  much  truth  was  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  confeifiion,  how  much  of  it  was  to  be  imputed, 
to  the  torture,  by  means  of  which,  whatever  is  wanted  may 
be  extorted,  cannot  now  be  afcertained.  Biren  hated  the 
Dolgorukies,  as  the  principal  authors  of  the  capitulation, 
and  the  claufe  that  he  mould  not  be  permitted  to  come 
to  Ruffia.     Add  to  this,  that,  as  one  of  the  -firft  families  of 

•the  empire,  they  were  always  dangerous  ;  accordingly,  one 
of  them  was  broke  alive  upon  the  wheel,  three  others  were 
decapitated,  and  two -thrown  into  a  dungeon  for  life.     This 

.mayjerve  as  an  inftance.df  Siren's  ufual  manner  xjf  adting. 
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m  her  o*  her  partizans,  and  as,  froth  her  whole 
behaviour  fhe  feemed  more  difpofed  to  enjoy  the 
pleafures  of  life  in  full  meafure,  than  to  take  upon 
her  the  weighty  burden  of  fuch  a  government  as 
that  of  Ruflia.  Befides,  Elizabeth  had  very 
few  intimacies  among  the  great  men  at  court ; 
and  there  was  not  the  flighted  appearance  of 
any  party  at  all  devoted  to  her:  fhe  attached 
herfelf  more  to  the  foldiery,  particularly  to  the 
guards;  and  there  feldom  paffed  a  week,  in 
whigh  fhe  did  not  once  6r  twice  ftand  fponfor  at 
the  chriftening  of  the  children  of  fome  of  thofe 
foldiers.  If,  therefore,  it  might  occafionally 
occur  to  the  emprefs  Anne  that  it  \would  be 
preferable  to  place  Elizabeth  in  fuch  a  fituation 
as  would  render  it  impoffible  for  her  to  forgi 
any  defign  upon  her  father's  throne,  perhaps  by 
fending  her  into  a  convent ;  every  anxiety  was 
foon  difpelle^  by  the  manner  of  life  and  the 
whole  deportment  of  Elizabeth :  indeed  Biren 
himfelf  was  always  againft  the  idea  of  attempting 
.  anything  to  the  prejudice  of  that  princefs.  It  is 
alfo  probable  that,  under  the  emprefs  Anne, 
Elizabeth  laid  no  plan  for  afcending  the  throne, 
and  that  the  projeft  firft  entered  her  mind,  on 
the  demife  of  that  monarch,  at  feeing  an  infant 
f mperor,  under  the  tutelage  of  a  foreigner, 
accede  to  the  fceptre;  and,  ihortly  after,  the 

parents 
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parents  of  the  emperor,  who  likewife  were  to 
be  regarded  rather  as  foreigners  than  as  Ruf- 
fians, get  poffeffion  of  the  guardianlhip,  and 
hearing  it  even  reported  that  the  princefs  Anne, 
Ivan's  mother,  had  refolved,  at  the  inftigation 
'  of  count  Oftermann,  to  declare  herfelf  empre($ 
on  her  birthday  in  the  enfuing'.December  £  1 741^ 
and  to  fettle  the  fucccffion  in  the  line  of  her 
daughters. 

Now  it  was  that  the  advice  of  Leftocq,  Eliza* 
.beth's  phyfician  and  favourite,  found ' ready  ad- 
xniffion  ;  and  he  exerted  all  his  seal  and  addreft 
in  colle&ing  a  body  of  partizans,  by  whole 
afliftance  he  might  put  the  reins  of  empire 
jntb  the  hands  of  his  patronefs.  Bringing  toge- 
ther by  degrees  a  number  of  the  foldiers  of  the 
guards  who  were  devoted  to  Elizabeth,  they 
promifed  to  fupport  her  in  the  attempt  to  feat 
herfelfon  the  throne  of  her  father,  and  likewife 
to  perfuade  their  comrades  to  engage  in  the 
fame  caufe  *.  The  money  neccflary  for  the  enter* 

*  A  broken  merchant,  now  corporal  in  the  preobfa- 
jeniki  guards,  named  Grunftein,  and  one  Schwartz,  «* 
trumpeter,  were  the  firft  whom  Leftocq  prerailed  upon  to 
liften  to  his  propofal.  The  hopes  of  making  their  fortune 
Induced  thefe  people  to  enter  into  the  fcheme  themfelve* 
pad  to  gain  accomplices.  After  the  enterprife  had  fuc- 
ceetjed  they  were  both  amply  rewarded 

prile 
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prife   was  furnifhed  partly   by   Elizabeth  wj 
partly  obtained  by  Leftocq  from  M.  de  la  Chew 
tardie,  the  french  ambaflador  at  St.  Pqterfburg, 
who  offered  his  affiftance  in  bringing  about  this 
revolution,  in  hopes  that  the  new  emprefs  would, 
from  gratitude  to  France,  no  longer  take  p&t 
with  Auftria;  and  as  Sweden  might,  perhaps,  like- 
wife  on  this  occafion  be  fomewhat  a  gainer.     In 
the  tneantime  Elizabeth's   courage  drooped  as 
the  execution  of  her  plot  drew  nigh,  and  fhe 
put  it  off  from  day  to  day.     The, foldiers  more- 
over, who   had   been  induced   to  take  up  the 
bufinefs,  were  not  people  to  be  trufted  with  a 
fecret  of  that  magnitude ;  and  there  was  already 
fomethirig  of  a  rumour  abroad  concerning  fome 
project  of  the  princefs.     It  even  reached  the 
;ears  of  the  regent ;  and  (he  would  not  have  been 
to  blame  if  fhe  had  employed  the  means  fhe  had 
\b  her  power  of  confining  Elizabeth.   But  Anne, 
.  nQtwithftanding  all  fhe  had  heard  of  the  bufinefs, 
was  unaccountably  carelefs,    taking   no   more 
fteps  about  it  than  if  nothing  was  paffing  to 
..alarm  her  fecurity  :  a  conduft,  for  which,  after- 
wmtds   when  it  was   too  late    to  -  reftify   her 
fnlftake,   Ihe  was   feverely  reproached  by  her 
Tiufband.     But,  inftead  of  eorifulting  him  on  the 
beft  meafures  to  be  adopted  ori  fuch  a  ferious 
occafion,  fhe  concealed  everything  from  liim. 

Count 
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Count  Oftermann  warned  herx>f  her  danger; 
the  brftifh  minifter  prophefied  her  certain  ruin, 
unlefs  flie  took  the  proper  means  to  prevent  it  $ 
(he  received  an  anonymous  letter,  in  which  fte 
flie  was  conjured  to  beware  of  an  approaching 
(hock;  and  indeed  it  was  difficult  to  conceive 
how  (he  could  entertain  the  feaft  doubts  on  tht 
faatter :  yet,  inftead  of  refofting  to  any  methods 
ofcountera&ion,  fuch  as  bythfe  feizureofLet 
tocq,  to  deprive  the  prime  mover  aand  mof: 
zealous  promoter  of  the  plot  from  all  power  *Jff 
nrifchief,  as  the  duke  propofed,  flie  difclgfed  to 
Elizabeth,  in  full  court*,  the  whole  contents 
of  the  admonitory  letter  fhe  had  received,  and 
the  reports  that  were  fpread.  "Certainly  this 
was  not  the  way  to  come  at  the  truth.  EU^a? 
beth  confefled  nothing,  protefted  that  ft|e  wa$ 
entirely  innocent;  and,  by  diffimulation  and 
even  tears,  effettually  difpefled  *all  ideas  of  fut 
picion  in  Anne.  Leftocq  bad  previouffy  ap- 
pointed the  day  of  the  corifecratidn  of  tte 
waters  t  for  Elizabeth  to  make  ber  apjtearande 
publicly  as  claimant  of  the  throne,  to  put  her- 
felf  at  the  head  of  her  fdllowers,  to  stflfert  Irtr 
right  to  the  fucceffioi*  1>y  a  public  declaration, 
and  to  caufe  herfelf  to  be  proclaimed  ^empreft. 

*  On  the^th  of  .Qectrf&te.     . 
f  The  6th  of  January  1742, 

But 
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Uut  no  fooner  did  he  learn  from  Elizabeth  the 
fubjt&  of  this  converfation,  than  he  would  hear 
of  no  farther  delays,  redoubled  his  activity,  got 
<|aily  more,  partisans  for  Elizabeth,  by  means  of 
french  gold,    and   inculcated  it  more  forcibly 
than  ever  upon  her  that  there  was  now  no  time  for 
hesitation  unlefs  (he  would  give  up  all  for  loft. 
|ie  told  her  that  the  guards  were  foon  to  march 
towards  Sweden,  and  that  fhe  would  thus  lofe 
thoie  on  whofe  affiftance  (he  reckoned  moil : 
bidding,  that  this  alone  was  reafon  fufficient  for 
accelerating  the  cataftrophe.    Elizabeth,  appear- 
ing to  be  ftill  irrefolute,  Leftocq  the  next  morn- 
ing pulled  out  of  his  pocket-book  a  card,  on  one 
fide  whereof  he  had  drawn  Elizabeth  in  a  nun's 
Jubit,  furrounded  by  a  number  of  gibbets  j  on 
jhp  other,  that  princefs  with  the  crown  on  her 
jhead  attended  by  a  circle  of  nobles :  a  contri- 
vance, by  which  he  meant  tacitly  to  fuggeft  to 
her. the  choice  of  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  fitu- 
,£fyon^  for:h<erfdf  ?uid  her  friends;  that. all  de- 
pended on  a  moment,  and  if  that  moment  were 
fuffered  to  efcape  no  choice  would  remain,  but 
fl^  former  would  inevitably  be  their  portion., 
Pjpoi^this,  Elisabeth  feemed  refolved  to  put  all 
to  the  hazar£  fpjr,  obtaining  the  cro\yn  ;  and,  as  * 
the  revolution  occafioned  by  the  apprehending 
$f  JJiren  by  night  had  been  cjuietly  effe£le4 

without 
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Without  bldodflied,  the  no&urhal  filence  k  was. 
thought  would  be  favourable  to  the  prefent 
attempt ;  and  the  following  night,  between  the 
fifth  and  fixth  of  December,  was  fixed  upon 
for  the  execution  of  this  important  projeft,  in 
which  Leftocq  Undertook  the  principal  part,  in 
the  expectation,  if  all  fucceeded,  of  honours  and 
rewards,  but  in  cafe  of  a  mifcarriage,  of  certain 
death.  He  now  prepared  his  accomplices  and 
adherents,  went  in  the  evening  and  fetched  fome 
thoufand  ducats  from  the  french  ambaffador,  in 
flrder  to  obviate  or  to  conquer  all  oppofition  and 
refiftauce  by  that  powerful  application,  money  ; 
then  repaired  to  the  apartments  of  the  princefs 
Elizabeth,  and  intreated  her  to  follow  him  to 
take  poffeffion  of  her  father's  throne*  Even 
how  Elizabeth  betr&yed  her  want  of  fortitude; 
Leftocq,  however,  at  length  got  the  better  of 
her  fears.  She  threw  herfelf  proftrate  before  a 
crucifix,  repeated  a  long  prayer,  got  up  perfectly 
compofed,  after  having  made  a  folemn  vow  that 
ho  blood  fhould  be  fhed  in  this  attempt,  put  on 
the  riband  of  the  order  of  St.  Catharine,  and 
placed  herfelf  in  a  fledge  with  a  chamberlain  by 
her  fide,  behind  which  two  grenadiers  ftepped 
up  as  guard*.  Leftocq  and  Schwartz  followed 
m  a  fecond  fledge.  They  drove  dire&ly  to  the 
barracks  of  the  preobrajenfki  guards.    At  fome 

diftancie 
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dtftance  from  the  gate-way  the  fledges  flopped 
ftort,  and  Elizabeth  proceeded  on  foot,  attended 
by  her  iledge-party,  that  they  might  excite  the 
lefs  attention.  Holding  the  crofs  in  her  hand 
«— ■  by  which  fueh  great  things  had  already  fa 
often  befen  performed  —  Ihe  made  a  fpeech  to 
the  foldiers,  in  juftification  of  her  enterprize, 
to  place  herfelf  on  the  throne.  She  had  cer-r 
tainly  much  to  advance  in  her  behalf;  $nd  i( 
muft  naturally  have  made  great  impreffion  on 
the  native  Ruffians,  when  fhe  mentioned,  that, 
as  the  daughter  of  the  immortal  emperor  Peter 
the  Great,  Ihe  had  refolved  to  wield  the  fceptre 
of  her  father ;  that  though  ihe  had  beep  un* 
juftly  forced  afide  from  the  throne  by  a  foreign 
child,  and  though  there  was  even  a  defign  on 
foot  to  bury  her  in  a  convent,  yet  the  faithful 
guards  were  they  by  whofe  affiftance  and  fupport 
file  now  cherifhed  the  hope  of  afcending  the 
paternal  throne.  —  A  part  of  the  guards  were 
already  made  acquainted  with  the  bulinefs,  and 
had  been  gained  over  to  efpoufe  it  by  money* 
fair  fpeeches,  promifes  and  rewards  on  one  fide> 
and  on  the  other  by  denunciations  of  cruel 
punifhments  in  cafe  of  oppofition ;  the  force  of 
furprife,  which  was  increafed  by  the  diftribution 
of  inflammatory  liquors  and  Elizabeth's  affable 
and  captivating  demeanor,  foon  brought  over  moft 

of 
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6f  the  remainder.     A  few  of  them,  however, 
absolutely  would  not  be  either  bribed  or  per- 
fuaded  to  hearken  to  Elizabeth's  pretention  to 
the  throne,  as  the  young  emperor  was  it iR  alive* 
But,    being    greatly    overpowered    by    num- 
bers, they  were  manacled,  and  the  party  pro* 
ceeded   towards   the   palace'  inhabited   by  the 
emperor-  and  his  parents.    The  armed  fuite  by 
this  time  confided  of  feveral  hundred  men*    All 
they  met  on  the  way  were  preffed  to  join  the 
train  that  nothing  might  be  betrayed,  and  in 
this  manner  they  reached  the  palace ;  where  the 
fentinels  were  eafily  brought  to  compliance,  as 
the  foldiers  belonging  to  the  confpirators  threat* 
cned   to   ufe  violence  uniefs  they  voluntarily 
furrendered.     Elizabeth  reiterated  her  remon- 
ftrances,  and  —  fhe  was  obeyed  as  monarch. 

The  duke  and  his  fpoufe  were  now  rudely 
awaked  from  the  profound  ileep  in  which  they 
lay,  and  dragged  out  of  bed  —  the  latter  being 
fcarcely  allowed  time  to  cover  herfelf  with  a 
gown,  while  the  former,  having  had  recourfe  to 
weapons,  was  carried  by  the  foldiers,  wrapped  in 
the  bed-clothes,  put  in  the  fledge,  into  which 
.  they  then  threw  fome  garments,  and  both  were 
now  conveyed  away,  as  prifoners  of  Elizabeth, 
into  the  palace  of  that  princefs,  where  they 
.  were  ftrongly  guarded.      Ivan,  the  innocent  un- 

•  '  confeioutf 
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coftfcious  boy,  in  whofe  name  already  fo  many 
manifeftos  had  appeared,  of  which  he  could 
neither  underftand  nor  know  anything ;  who, 
with  no  ambition  to  flatter,  had  been  raifed  to 
the  imperial  purple,  and  was  now  without  con* 
fternation  dethroned,  was  gently  fleeping  in  his 
cradle,  during  this  tranfa&ion,  which  doomed 
him  to  a  Bfe  of  mifery.  Elizabeth  had  given 
orders  not  to  difturb  his  repofe,  and  feveral 
foldiers  afliduoufly  flood  watching  his  cradle ;  but 
immediately  on  his  awaking  Elizabeth  took  him 
with  her  to  her  palace,  that  fhe  might  fhew  him 
to  his  father  and  mother.  —  Not  only  the  young 
emperor  and  his  parents,  but  alfo  the  two  grand 
promoters  of  Ivan's  fucceflion  and  the  regency 
of  Anne,  Ofterm'ann,,  and  Munich  *,  were  car- 
ried off  without  much  noife  that  -fame  night, 
knd  on  the  marfhal  was  literally  retaliated  what 
he  had  done  to  Biren  duke  of  Courland. 
The  fame  lot  befel  feveral  other  perfons,  as,  the 
brother  of  the  duke,  prince  Lewis  Erneft'of  Brunf* 

*  Munich  called  to  the  prifoners,  who  wanted  to  take 
him  prifoner :  **  Pat  up  your  (words,  you  fcoundrels,  or 
u  you  fhall  all  fall  vi&ims  to  your  infolence  "  Only  ther 
day  before  every  foldier  would  have  trembled  at  this  me- 
nace of  the  field-mariljal  —  at  prefent  they  laughed  at  it ; 
and,  on  his  (hewing  a  reluctance  to  fubrait,  they  pufiied 
him  forwards  and  even  nepeate£ly  (truck  him. 

wick, 
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wick  *,  the  firft  lord  of  the  bed-ehambc?r  baron 
Munich  f,  the  feldt- mar  dial's  fon,  and  fome  other 
adherents  to  the  regency. 

Thus,  under  favour  of  the  darknefs  and  filence 
of  the  night,  this  great  revolution  was  effeded  at 
Pefcerfburg.  The  empefor  Ivan  and  his  parents 
were  now  in  captivity  to  a  princefs,  whofe  cle- 
mency was  their  only  hope.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  refidence  heard  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  important,  though,  not  altogether  unex* 
pe&ed,  revolution  %  and,  as  only  one  year  before* 

*  In  the  month  of  June,  in  this  year/  he  had  beea 
elected  duke  of  Courknd,  and  thereupon  went  to  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, there  to  wait  for  the  ratification  of  hi3  election 
by  the  king  and  the  republic  of  Poland.  In  the  mean  time 
the  revolution  happened*  by  which  hia  brother  and  hi! 
family  were  reduced  to  mifery.  Lewis  too  was  treated  at 
firft  like  a  prffoner  ;  but  this  lafted  not  long.  In  February 
1742  he  quitted  St.  Feterfburg,  and  went  back  to  Brunt 
wick. 

f  Marrtial  Munich  was  brought  to  his  trial  on  a  charge 
of  having  expended  too  much  money  on  the  army,  and  of 
having  been-  tb$  death  of  a  great  number  of  foldlers  in  gain- 
ing his  victories..  This  is  cxacMy  iinrilar  to  the  prooefd 
brought  by  cardinal  Richelieu  againft  the  marfhal  de  Ma* 
r iliac,  -Munich,  irritated  at  the  interrogatories  of  hi* 
judges,  faid  to  them :  u  Draw  up  yourfelves  the  anfwer* 
««  y*u  would  havie  me  to  make  and  I  will  figu  theaa."  — 
They  took  him  at  his  wori  %  he  figged  the- paper,  and  was* 
condemned  to  be  quartered. 

VQt*  11.  t  they 
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they  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance '  firft.  tcr  • 
Ivan  as  fuccefibr,  then  to  Biren  as  regent,  and 
fhortly  after  to  Anne  in  the  fame  quality,  fa: 
now  they  were  called  upon  to  fwear  fealty  to 
the  new  emprefs  Elizabeth;  which  was  done 
this  very  day  by  all  the  troops  ftationed  in  and 
about  St.  Peterfburg  *,  after  Elizabeth  had  pre* 
fented  hetfelf  to  the  fenate  and  the  great  officers 
of  ftate  as  emprefs,  .and  had  been  acknowledged 
by  them  as  fuch  without  contradi&ion.  In  the 
manifefto  publifhed  on  this  occafion  itisfaid: 
The  emprefs  Anne  having  nominated  the 
grandfon  of  her  fitter,  a  child  born  into  the 
world  only  a  few  weeks  before  the  emprefs's 
death,  as  fucceflbr  to  the  throne ;  and  during 
a  the  minority  of  whom  various  perfons  had 
"  conduded  the  adminiftration  of  the  empire 
"  in  a  manner  highly  iniquitous,  whence  dif- 
rt  turbances  had  arifen  both  within  the  country 
"  and  out  of  it,  and  probably  in  time  ftiil 
greater  might  arife ;  therefore  all  the  faithful 
fubje&s  of  Elizabeth,  both  in  fpiritual  and 
"  temporal  ftatioris,  particularly  the  regiments  of 

*  At  the  foldiers  were  (houtlng bourrab  before  the  palace 
of  the  emprefs,  the  little  Ivan  endeavoured  to  imitate  the 
vociferation,  on  which  Elizabeth  tenderly  faid:  "  Poor 
"  babe,  thou  knoweft  not  that  thou  art  joining  the  noife 
"  that  is  raifed  at  thy  undoing !" 

.        «.  the 
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*  the  life-guards,  had  unanimoufly  invited  her, 
u  for  the  prevention  of  all  the  mifchievous  con- 
"  fequences  to  be  apprehended,  to  take  pof* 
"  feflion  of  the  throne  of  her  father  as  neareft 
c<  by  right  of  birth,  and  that  (he  had  accordingly 
"  refolved  to  yield  to  this  unanimous  requeft  of 
"  her  faithful  fubje&s,  by  taking  poffeffion  of 
"  her  inheritance  derived  from  her  parents  the 
"  emperor  Peter  I.  and  the  emprefs  Catharine." 

Another  manifefto  appeared  fhortly  after  of 
greater  length,  in  which  the  legitimacy  of  Eliza- 
beth's acceffion  to  the  throne  was  chiefly  grounded 
on  the  teftatiient  of  the  emprefs  Catharine  I.  her 
xhother.  In  this  it  was  faid,  *'  that  on  the  de* 
"  mife  of  Peter  II.  when  fhe  ought  to  have 
cc  fucceeded*,  by  Oftermann's  malice  againft 

u  her, 

*  This,  however,  is  not  in  ftrid  conformity  with  truth. 
This  teftamcnt  hat  been  mentioned  above,  p.  204.  Had 
Elizabeth  now  intended  to  ad  in  complete  purfuance  of  it, 
(he  would  have  caufed  the  young  duke  of  Holftein,  Peter, 
to  come  to  Ruflia  and  had  him  crowned  emperor,  and  fhe 
might  have  remained  his  guardian  and  regent  of  the  empire 
till  his  majority,  he  being  now  only  thirteen.  This,  how- 
ever, (he  did  not,  but  reierved  the  throne,  which  it  would 
have  been  dangerous  for  her  to  have  afcended ;  though  the 
next  year  [1742]  (he  invited  the  fame  duke,  Peter  of  Hol- 
ftein, her  fitter's  fon,  to  Ruflia,  and  appointed  him  her  fuc- 
ccflbr.  -T-  Befides,  Elizabeth's  acceffion  to  the  throne  was 
'  t  2  «*cn 
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"  her,  Anne  was  ele&cd ;  and  afterwards,  when 

*  that  fovereign  was  attacked  by  a  mortal  dif- 
v  temper,  the  fame  Oftermann  appointed  as 
**  fticceflbr  the   fon  of  prince  Anthony  Ulric 

*  of  Brunfwick.  and  the  princefs  of  Mecklen* 
«.  burg  *,  a  child  only  two  months  old,  who 
tc  had  not  the  Jligbtejl  claim  by  inheritance  to  the 
"  ruffian  throne ;  and,  not  content  with  this,  he 
•*  added,  to  the  prejudice  of  Elizabeth,  that 
"  after  Ivan's  death,  the  princes  afterwards  born 
"  of  the  faid  prince  of  Brunfwick,  and  the 
"  princefs  of  Mecklenburg,  fhould  fucceed  ta 
*c  the  ruffian  throne,  whereas  even  the  parents 
*'  tbem/elves  had  not  the  finalleft  right  to  that 


even  a  proof  that  Peter  the  Great*s  law,  by  which  .the 
fovereign  was  at  liberty  to  appoint  a  fucceflbr,  would  be- 
come only  a  fource  of  alterations  in  the  fucceffion  and  of  re- 
solutions in  the  government.  Elizabeth  therefore  appealed 
to  Catharine's  teftament.  — *  The  emprefc  Anne  had  come 
to  the  crown  contrary  to  the  purport  of  this  teftament,  but 
as  emprefs-  lvad  alfo  the  n'ght  to  nominate  her  fucceflbr.  It 
is  fard,  indeed,  in  Elizabeth's  manifefto,  that  Anne,  from 
extreme  weaknefs,  figned  a  teftament  forged  by  Oftermann ; 
but  Ivan  was  certainly  appointed  fucceflbr  by  Anne,  a  few 
weeks  before  her  death. 

*  This  mull,  however,  have  founded  very  ootkndim  in 
the  ears  of  a  true  born  Ruffian,  and  fhewn  the  cafe  of  Ivan 
and  his  parents  as  ft  range,  and  their  claim  to  the  throne  at* 
invalid.   *       •     • 

w  throne* 
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*' throne.  That  Ivan  was,  therefofe,  by  the 
a  machinations  of  Oftermann  and  Munich, 
u  confirmed  emperor  in  O&ober  1740;  and 
"  becaufe  the  feveral  rfegiments  of  guards,  as 
"  well  as  the  marching  regiments,  were  under 
«  the  command  of  Munich  and  the  father  of 

*  Ivan,  an<i  eonfequently  the  whole  force  of 
"  the  empire  was  in  the  hands  of  thefe  two  peri* 

*  fons,  the  fubjefts  were  compelled  to  take  the 
#*  oath  of  allegiance  to  Ivan.  That  Anthony 
€<  Ulric  and  his  fpoufe  had  afterwards  broke 
«  this  ordinance,  to  which  they  themfelves  had 
"  fworn,  had  forcibly  feiped  upon  the  admint* 
«*  ftration  of  the  empire,  and  Anne  had  re* 
♦*  folved,  even  in  the  life-time  of  her  fon  Ivan, 
«*  to  place  herfelf  on  the  throne  as  emprefs, 
*'  That  in  order  then  to  prevent  all  dangerous 
*c  confequences  from  tjiefe  proceedings,  Eliza* 
*4  beth  had  afcended  the  throne,  and  of  htf 
**  own  imperial  grace  h^d  Ordered  the  frincefs 
*c  with  jberfo#  and  daughter  U  Jet  out  for  theit 
f*  native  country.99 

Jiowever  this  was  not  done ;  neither  Anne, 
nor  her  hufband,  nor  her  fon  Ivan  ever  few 
Germany  again :  and  this  appears  to  be  the  pro* 
pereft  place  briefly  to  relate  the  fubfequent  for- 
tunes of  this  unhappy  family. 

T3  On 
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'.  On  the  twelfth  of  December  they  were  con* 
du&ed  from  St.  Peterfburg,  and  arrived  at  Riga 
die  6th  of  January  1742,  fr6m  which  place  it 
was  their  moft  earneft  wifli  to  proceed  to  Ger- 
many, preparations  having  already  been  made  at 
Berlin  for  their  reception*.    Elizabeth,  how* 
ever,  had  in  the  interim  changed  her  mind,  and 
detained  them  there  in  cuftody ;  in  order  by 
their  meafis,  as  was  reported,  to  obtain  an  eta* 
cidation  of  feveral  matters  which  (he  wanted  to 
have  explained.    The  princely  captives  made 
two  feveral  attempts  to  efcape:  but  both  were 
fruftrated;   and,  as  was  reafonable  to  expeft, 
were  followed  by  a  clofer  confinement  in  the 
citadel  of  Riga,  where  they  now  could  only 
enjoy  the  open  air  in  the  garden,  and  were  kept 
under  the  infpe&ion  qf  a  numerous,  command. 
Applications  were  made  to  no  purpofe  by  the 
courts  of  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  London  for  their 
enlargement:   though    Elizabeth    would   have 
yielded  to  their  follidtations  to  fet  the  duke  at 
liberty,  but  Anne  and  the  children  fhe  was  ab* 
folutely  determined  not  to  liberate ;  and  only  on 
that  condition  would  Anthony  Ulric  accept  of 
a  deliverance*    Some  attempts  being  afterwards 

»  • 

*  The  king  of  PrufEa  was  brother-in-law  to  the  dqke. 

difcov^rcd, 
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difcorered,  even  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  dethrone 
Elizabeth,  and  to  recall  the  former  adminiftratdrs 
of  the  government,  the  emprefs  was  ftill  more 
embittered  againft  the  eje&ed  family.  They 
were  conveyed  [1743]  to  Dunamund,  where 
their  imprifonment  was  ftill  clofer  and  more 
fevere :  from  this  fortrefs  they  were  removed  to 
Kolmogory,  an  ifland  at  tjie  mouth  of  the 
Dvina  in  the  White-fea,  about  fifty  miles  from 
Archangel.  Here  Anne  died  in  child-bed  in 
1746,  a  prey  to  grief  and  melancholy,  prin- 
cipally owing  to  the  privation  of  her  eldeft  fon 
Ivan,  who  had  been  taken  from  his  parents  and 
flint  up  in  a  monaftery  at  Oranienburg.  Her 
hufband  furvived  till  1775,  when  he  finifhed  hist 
calamitous  career  in  prifon.  The  death  of  Anne 
feemed  for  a  moment  >  to  affuage  the  refentment 
of  the  implacable  monarch:  fhe  capfed  the 
corpfe  to  be  brought  to  St.  Peterfburg,  where 
it  was  depofited  with  due  rites  in  the  imperial 
fepulchre,  and  ihe  herfeif  attended  the  inteiv 
ment. 

The  dethroned  Ivan  continued  to  live  from 
■1744,  far  from  his  parents  in  the  monaftery  at 
Oraniertburg,  where  he  was  brought  up  in  fuch 
fedufion  that  his  mental  powers  were  left  totally . 
unemployed.  He  was  not  allowed  either  to 
tjnite  or  to  read.  *  A  monk  of  the  copycat 

T  4  though^ 
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thought  to  make  his  fortune  by  carrying  off  the 
unfortunate  prince $  but  the  attempt  was  attended 
by  ruin  to  himfelf,  and  additional  horror  to  the 
doleful  fituation  of  Ivan.  Being  taken  at  Smo- 
lenflt,  they  were  brought  b^ck,  and  poor  Ivan: 
was  made  dearly  to  expiate  the  projeft  that  had 
been  undertaken  without  bis  knowledge  or  con- 
tent, A  dungeon  in  the  caftle  of  Schluffelburg 
was  now  affigned  him  for  his  difmal  abode  4  and 
he  was  here  fo  clofely  immured,  that  he  might  be 
faid  to  be  literally  buried  alive  in  a  fubterranean 
vault  into  which  no  beam  of  the  fun  could  ever 
ftray,  palling  his  time  in  total  ina&ion,  by  the 
gloomy  light  of  a  lamp,  which  fo  far  from 
cheering  his  mind  feemed  calculated  only  to 
plunge  it  into  deeper  defpair,  by  (hewing  him 
fomewhat  more  diftin&ly  the  horrors  of  his 
fituation;  He  rarely  knew  whether  it  was  day 
or  night,  any  more  than  what  was  the  hour ; 
feldom  could  the  officers  and  foldiers  that  were 
on  guard,  for  the  fake  of  mitigating  a  little  the 
cruelty  of  his  fituation,  tranfiently  converfe 
with  him  on  the  moft  indifferent  topics:  for 
all  difcourfe  with  him  was  utterly  forbidden. 
He  could  fcarcely  ever  obtain  permiffion  to 
behold  for  a  few  moments  the  bleffed  light  of 
heaven,  and  to  breathe  the  free  air  in  the  in- 
dofed  court  of  the  fortrefs.    How  can  the  lead 

doubt 
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doubt  be  entertained,  that  the  mind  of  this 
prince,  by  fuch  a  courfe  of  life,  muft  take  3 
diredion  peculiar  to  itfelf,  bordering  on  d& 
fpoadency,  fullennefs,  mifanthropy,  abfcnce, 
ao4  confufion  *i    He  occurred  .  frequently  to 

the 

*  Catharine  II.  likewife  convcrfed  with  him  once  un* 
known,  and  the  following  was  the  refult  of  this  vifit,  as 
publifhed  in  a  manifefto  of  that  time :  w  After  we  had 
•f*  afcended  the  throne,  and  offered  up  to  heaven  our  juft 
"  thankfgivings,  the  firfl  object  that  employed  our  thoughts* 
44  in  confequence  of  that  humanity  which  is  natural  to  us* 
was  the  unhappy  fituation  of  that  prince,  who  was  de- 
throned by  the  divine  providence,  and  had  been  unfbrtu- 
*'  nate  ever  fince  his  birth ;  and  we  formed  the  refolutioa 
"  of  alleviating  his  misfortunes,  as  far  as  was  poifible*  We 
immediately  made  a  vifit  to  him,  in  order  to  judge  of  his 
understanding  and  talents ;  and,  in  confequence  thereof, 
fi  to  prpcure  him  an  agreeable  and  quiet  fituation,  fuitable 
'u  to  his  character,  and  the  education  he  had  received, 
**  But  how  great  was  our  furprife,  when,  befides  a  defect 
u  in  his  utterance,  that  was  uneafy  to  himfelf,  and  rendered 
44  his  difcourfe  almoft  unintelligible  to  others,  we  obferved 
44  in  him  a  total  privation  of  fenfe  and  reafon  !  Thofe  who 
"  accompanied  us,  during  this  interview,  Caw  how  much,  our 
"  heart  fuffered  at  the  contemplation  of  an  object  fo  fitted  tb 
"  excite  companion;  they  were  alfo  convinced,  that  tbe 
44  only  mealure  we  could  take  to  fuccour  the  unfortunate 
**  prince,  was  to  leave  him  where  we  found  him,  and  to 
**  procure  him  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  that  his 
"  fituation  would  admit  ©/•  We  accordingly  gave  our 
41  orders  for  Urn  purpofe,  though  the  fUtc  he  was  in  pre- 

««  vented 
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the  thoughts  of  Elizabeth,  who  caufcd  him 
twice  to  be  brought  fecretly#to  St.  Petersburg, 
where  (he  talked  with  him,  without  letting  him 
know  who  fhe  was  ;  but,  for  his  liberation,  for 
the  alleviation  of  his  horrible  —  unmerited  — 
doom,  fhe  did  nothing.  Peter  III.  who  fhortly 
after  his  acceflion,  went  and  made  him  a  vifit 
Jikewifc,  without  being  known  to  Jvaji,  in  the 
determination  fomewhat  to  better  his  condition, 
by  granting  him  the  fmall  boon  he  requefled, 
the  enjoyment  of  the  free  air  within  #the  caftle. 
Peter  accordingly  gave  orders  to  build  a  fmall 
fioufe,  for  the  accommodation  of  (he  priijce,  in 
an  angle  of  the  fortrefs ;  but  his  own  death 
defeated  this  laudable  purpofe.  Two  years 
afterwards,  Ivan  alfo  was  cruelly  aflaffinated, 
and  thus  fuddenly  delivered  from  a  life  that  had 
afforded  him,  from  his  very  birth,  fo  few  fatisfao 
tions,  being  rather  one  continued  tiffue  of  cala- 
mities and  forrow. 

%  « 
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*'  vented  his  perceiving  the  marks  of  our  humanity,  or 
u  being  fenfible  of  oar  attention  and  care ;  for  he  knew 
•*  nobody,  could  not  diftinguifh  between  good  and  evil,  nor 
41  did  he  know  the  ufe  that  might  be  made  of  reading,  to 
"  pafs  the  time  with  lefs  wearinefs  and  difguft  ;  on  the  con- 
*'  trary,  he  fought  after  pleafure  in  objects  that  difcovered, 
*'  with  fufficient  evidence,  the  dlfordef  of  his  imagination.'* 
Sec  Life  of  Catharine  II,  yol.  i.  p.  5P4V  fourth  edit. 
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-■  A  lieutenant,  named  Mirovitch,  thinking 
himfelf  negle&ed  as  an  officer,  conceived  a  plan 
to  revenge  himfelf  on  the  emprefs  Catharine  IL 
by  delivering  the  captive  Ivan  from  his  dungeon, 
and  replacing  him  on  the  throne.  A  plan, 
which,  befides  the  extraordinary  difficulties  with 
which  it  muft  be  attended,  feemed  utterly  un- 
likely to  fucceed ;  as  the  manner  of  life  to  which 
that  prince  had  all  along  been  condemned,  dit 
qualified  him  for  ever  for  the  ftation  of  a  ruler. 
Yet  Mirovitch,  capable  of  any  attempt,  however 
jnconfiderate,  to  which  he  was  prompted  by  his 
vindi&ive  fpirit,  found  means  to  gain  over  a  few 
accomplices  to  his  rafh  defign.  The  emprefi 
being  gone  on  a  journey  into  Livonia  in  1764, 
and  he  happening  then  to  have  a  command  at 
Schluffelburg,  for  ftrengthening  the  guard  at 
that  fortrefs,  whereby  he  had  frequent  opportu- 
nities for  making  himfelf  thoroughly  acquainted 
with. the  place  of  Ivan's  confinement,  caufed  the 
foldiers  of  his  command  to  be  rouzed  in  the 
night,  and  read  to  them  a  pretended  order  from 
the  emprefs  commiflioning  him  to  fet  the  prince 
at  liberty. 

The  foldiers  thus  taken  by  furprife,  were  induced 
by  threats,  promifes,  and  intoxicating  liquors,  to 
believe,  what  however  on  the  flighted  refleftioti 
jpuft  have  (truck  them  as  the  grofleft  abfurdky. 

Headed 
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Headed  by  Mirovitch,  they  proceeded  to  the  cell 
of  Ivaji.      The   commandant  of  the  fortrefs, 
waked  out  of  his  fleep  by  the  une^petted  alarm, 
immediately  on  his  appearing,  received  a  blow 
with,  the  butt  end  of  a  mufltet,  which  ftruck  him 
to  the  ground ;  and  the  two  officers  that  had  the 
guard  of  the  prifoner  were  ordered  to  fubmit. 
Here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  officers  whofe 
turn  it  was  to  have  cuftody  of  him,  had  unir 
formly,  from  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  fecret  orders 
given  them,  that  if  any  thing  fhould  be  attempted 
in  favour  of  the  prince,  rather  to  put  him  to 
death  than  fuffer  him  to  be  carried  off.     They 
now  thought  themfelves  in  that  dreadful  pre- 
dicament :  and  the  prince,  who  when  an  infant 
of  nine  weeks,  was  taken  from  the  calm  iepofe 
of  the  cradle  to  be  placed  on  an  imperial  throne, 
was  likewife  fad  locked  in  the  arms  of  fleep 
when  that  throne  was  taken  from  him  Only  one 
year  afterwards,  and  now  alfo  enjoying  a  fhort 
refpite  from  mifery  by  the  fame  kind  boon  of 
nature,  when  he  was  awakened  —  by  the  thruft 
of  a  fword;    and,  notwithftanding  the  brave 
refiftance  he  made,  clofed  his  eyes  for  ever  by 
the  frequent  repetition  of  the  ftroke.    Such  was 
the  lamentable  end  of  this  unfortunate  prince ! 
pf  this  ruffian  monarch !  The  event  excited  great 
animadverfion  throughout  the  refidence,  every 

unbiafle4 
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unbiafled  perfon  bewailed  the  youth  fo  innocently 
put  to  death;  and  incefiant  crowds  of  people 
flocked  to  fee  his  body  in  the  church  of  the  fortrefs 
of  Schluffelburg.  .  The  government  was  at  length 
obliged  to  fteal  it  away  by  night  for  inhumation 
in  a  monaftery  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
town.  Mirovitch  pai4  the  forfeit  of  his  enter^ 
prife  with  his  head  *. 

We  fhall  now  refumc  the  thread  of  our 
hi  (lory. 

Whatever  feyjerity  the  emprefs  Elizabeths 
Viewed  againft  the  depofed  regent,  her  fpoufe, 
and  their  family,  and  though  (he  had  banifhed 
the  chiefs  of  the  late  adipiniftration,  Oftermamt 
and  Munich,  to  Siberia  ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand* 
flie  recalled  many  thoufands  who  had  been  fent 
to  pine  out  their  days  in  thofe  dreary  regions, 
under  the  late  regency ;  among  whom  wert 
even  two  DoJgorukies,  whom  {he  reinftated  in 
their  pofts.  What  Munich  and  Oftermann  ha4 
been,  under  the  foregoing  governments,  Beftur 

*  Ivan  had  ftill  two  brothers  and  two  fillers,  who  re* 
mained  in  prifon  with  their  parents,  three  of  them  being 
born  during  their  imprifonment.  It  was  not  till  the  year 
1776  that  they  were  permitted  by  Catharine  II.  to  go  to 
.  Horfcns  in  Yutland,  to  their  aunt  the  dowager  queen  Juli- 
ana  of  Denmark,  o&  which  occafion  the  emprefs  fettled  o* 
tfcjft  a  peniion. 
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chef  was  now.  As  the  friend  of  Biren  he  ha<t 
been  exiled  with  him,  but,  on  Munich's  difgrace, 
was  liberated  and  recalled  by  the  regent  Anne* 
Elizabeth  appointed  him  now  vice-chancellor, 
and  foon  after  promoted  him  to  the  high  office 
of  grand-chancellor ;  in  which  ftation  he  for 
many  years  fucceffively  directed  the  affairs  of  the 
ruffian  government,  almoft  entirely  at  his  own  wilU 

Elizabeth,  defirous  of  making  herfelf  beloved 
throughout  the  nation,  by  reftoring  all  things  as 
they  had  been  under  Peter  I.  reinftated  the 
diretting  fenate  eftablHhed  by  that  monarch, 
but  whofe  province  had  been  very  much  con- 
traded  by  the  council  ere£ted  by  Catharine  L 
and  afterwards  by  the  cabinet  under  Anne,  in 
ks  full  privilege  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the? 
country,  and  fixed  the  number  of  its  members  at 
fqurteen.  The  foreign  concerns  were  moftly 
managed  by  the  chancellor  Cherkafkoy  and 
Beftuchef,  afterwards , by  the  latter  alone  i  fhe 
alfo  erefted  a  council  of  conference.  [1756.3 

It  was  expe&ed  that  Elizabeth  would  proceed 
to  fulfil  her  fecond  promife,  of  keeping,  as  much 
as  poflible,  all  foreigners  from  holding  offices 
under  government :  but  this  had  like .  to  have 
been  attended  with  very  fad  confequences,  as  a 
more  extenfive  interpretation  was  given  to  it, 
than  was  intended  by  that  princefs.  The  guards* 
-     -  6  4qt 
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for  the^moft  part  natives,  were  particularly  in- 
cenfed  at  the  foreign  officers.  Elizabeth,  to 
fhew  her  gratitude  to  the  preobrajenfld  guard? 
for  the  affiftance  they  had  given  her  in  mounting 
the  throne,  had  honoured  the  troop  of  grena- 
diers with  the  name  of  the  life-company,  in- 
creased them  to  300  men,  appointed  herfelf  their 
colonel,  affigning  at  the  fame  time  tQ  every 
common  man  the  rank  of  nobleffe  and  of  lieu* 
tenant,  and  to  the  petty  officers  and  officers  of 
this  company  an  equality  with  thofe  of  higher 
rank  in  the  army.  Intoxicated  with  thefe  marks 
of  favour,  they  confidered  them  as  the  bare 
reward  of  their  great  fervices ;  and  fuppofing 
themfelves  now  the  favourites  of  the  emprefs,  they 
rioted  in  all  kinds  of  exorbitances,  extorting 
money  from  wealthy  perfons,  maltreating  every 
body  who  did  not  aft  juft  as  they  would  have 
him,  and  behaving  with  the  greateft  rudenefs 
and  infolence,  particularly  to  the  foreigners  in 
the  army.  Nay,  while  the  emprefs  was  3t  Mofco, 
they  procee4ed  fuch  lengths,  that  they  even 
formed  the  mad  refolution  to  murder  all 
the  foreigners ;  which,  indeed,  they  began  ta 
put  in  execution,  by  attacking  and  wounding 
fcveral.  %  Elizabeth,  therefore,  was  under  the 
jieceffity  of  ufing  harfh  methods,  and  of  making 
declaration,  "  that  fhe  was  fo  far  from  tolerating 
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**  this  fenfelefs  conduit,  that  (he  never  fhoufct 
**  forget  how  much  the  foreigners  had  contrfc 
+c  bated  to  the  beneficial  changes  that  had  taken 
"  place  in  the  ruffian  empire.  That,  though 
"  her  fubje&s  fhould  at  all  times  enjoy  her 
u  graces  in  preference  to  foreigners,  yet  the 
*tt  foreigners  who  were  in  her  fervice  were  as 
*-  dear  to  her  as  her  fubje&s,  and  might  rely 
•*  on  her  proteftion*"  The  hatred  againft 
foreigners  manifefted  itfelf  even  afterwards  ftili 
more  frequently  in  the  army,  but  was  as  often* 
happily  fupprefled. 

The  war  with  the  king  of  Sweden,  which  had 
been  begun  under  the  late  regency,  was  not  yet 
terminated,  and  at  prefent  only  interrupted  by 
both  armies  retiring  into  quarters  for  the  whiten 
The  Swedes,  indeed,  entertained  great  hopes 
from  the  new  emprefs,  to  whofe  acceffion  they 
thought  they  had  greatly  cooperated  by  that 
itfahifefto.  The  french  ambaffador  at  St.  Peterf* 
burg,  whom  the  emprefs  very  much  efteemed, 
likewife  employed  every  effort  to  work  upon 
Elizabeth  in  their  favour,  and  a  ceffation  of 
Itoftilities  was  obtained  at  the  openkig  of  the  year 
1742,  during  which  it  was  intended  to  negotiate 
a  peace.  But  Elizabeth  proved  far  more  un* 
complying  than  Sweden  had  expedted.  SwedeA 
required  the  treaty  of  Nyftadt  to  be  annulled,  ot 

at 
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at  lead  have  all  Finland  and  Vyborg  given  back. 
Elizabeth,  however,  having  butjuft  acceded  td 
the  throne  of  Peter  the  Great,  her  father,  wa&f 
not  inclined  to  give  up  thofe  countries,  which  he, 
after  toilfome  exertions,  had  ravHhed  from  Sweden* 
She  eafily  perceived  that,  in  fo  doing,  (he  would 
have  badly  recommended  herfelf  to  the  nation, 
and  would  have  atted  juft  as  unwifely  as  Peter  III. 
afterwards  did,  when,  at  the  very  commencement 
of  his  reign,  he  (hewed  his  magnanimity  towards 
the  king  of  Pruflia.  But,  as  Sweden  jnight , 
poffibly  have  been  requefted  by  Leftocq  to  fup^ 
porr  Elizabeth's  pretenfions,  in  cafe  of  neceffity, 
with  an  armed  force,  and  as  it  was,  therefore, 
now  intended  to  gratify  her  in  this  matter,  in 
return  for.  her  complaifance,  though  that  necef- 
fity did  not  occur,  yet  Elizabeth  offered  to  pay 
her  a  considerable  fum  of  money,  if  (he  would 
confent  to  >make  peace,  without  infilling  on  any 
reftitution  of  country.  To  this  propofal  Sweden 
would  not  comply ;  thinking,  though  on  what 
grounds  it  is  impoffible  to  imagine,  unlefs  (he 
was  in  expe&ation,  perhaps,  of  a  counter-revo* 
lution,  that  (he  had  a  right  to  demand  more : 
and,  therefore,  hoftilities,  which  had  been  inter41 
rupted  by  the  armiftice  till  the  firft  of  March, 
ort  the  expiration  of  that  term  were  renewed* 
Though  the  Swedes  had  a£ted  with  ftfch  incoil- 
*  roju  xi*  if  ceivable 
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ceivable  ftupidity  in  the  former  campaign,  they 
proceeded  in  the  fame  manner  now ;  and  the 
total  ignorance  in  the  art  of  war,  that  had  been 
{hewn  by  their  commanders  then,  was  no  left 
flagrant  on  the  prefent  occafion.     The  fwedifh 
troops  were  fo  carelefsly  difperfed  in    winter- 
quarters,  at  great  diftances  from  each  other,  that 
they  were  not  nearly  all  affembled,  when  Lafcy 
had  again, made  an  incurfion  into  Finland ;  and 
even  after  they  had  completed  their  junttion,  the 
Swedes  behaved  with  fo  little  bravery,  that  they 
abandoned  one  fortified  place  after  another,  to 
the  purfuing  Ruffians,  till  they  were  at  length 
furrounded  by   the    enemy    near  Helfingfors. 
They  had  even,  according  to  cuftom  in  thefe 
campaigns,  refolved.  to  retreat  from  thence  to 
Abo ;  but  a  boor  of  Finland  betrayed  to  the 
ruffian  general  another  way  to  Abo,  by  which  he 
might  reach  that  place  before  the  Swedes*     The 
Ruffians  took  that  road ;  and  the  Swedes,  now 
cut  off  from  Abo,  were  obliged  to  turn  back  to 
the  walls  of  Helfingfors.     Here  they  for  fome 
time  kept  up  a  communication  with  Sweden ; 
but  of  this  likewife  they  were  *foon  deprived  by 
the  ruffian  fleet. 

During  this  campaign  Elizabeth  alio  made 
an  attempt  to  draw  off  the  Finns  entirely  from 
Sweden.    In  a  manifefto  which  (he  caufed  to  be 

•  difperfed, 
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difpeHed,  (he  accufed  the  fwedilh  government  of 
<c  having  begun  an  unjuft  war ;  and  though  the 
c« .  emprefe  had  confented  to  an  armiftice,  and 
"  oflFered  to  come  to  terms  of  accommodation, 
"  yet  the  court  of  Sweden  infifted  on  war. 
u  Though  certainly  the  whole  kingdom  was 
"  not  pacifically  inclined,  yet  fhe  was  perfuaded 
"  that  the  inhabitants  of  Finland,  who  fuffered 
moil  by  the  war,  were  heartily  defirous  of 
peace*  The  emprefs,  therefore,  made  them 
the  propofal,  that  they  (hould  remain  quiet 
during  the  war,  neither  afting  inimicaily 
againft  the  Ruffians,  nor  giving  fuccour  to 
the  Swedes  —  if  they  agreed  to-  this,  then 
Elizabeth  would  affift  them  in  becoming  a 
free  and  independent  nation,  living  in  future 
under  the  protection  of  Ruffia."  Ruffia 
indeed  might  hope,  and  have  reafon  to  expert, 
that  if  Finland  were  once  under  ruffian  protec- 
tion, it  might  foon  be  converted  into  a  ruffian 
province,  and  then  its  independence  would  not 
certainly  be  alarming  to  its  neighbours,  or  its 
liberty  dangerous  to  itfelf.  In  confequence  of 
this,  the  king  of  Sweden  publifhed  a  counter* 
manifefto,  admonifhing  the  Finns  "  not  to 
"  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  mifled  by  empty  pro* 
c<  mifes  of  future  independence,  but  to  contiAue 
46  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  prefent  con- 
*  .. .  u  2  "  ftitutioa 
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"  (litution  under  fwedifh  fupremacy,"  aiming 
thereby,  and  by  the  declaration,  that  Elizabeth 
herfelf  had  broken  the  truce,  to  efface  the  im- 
preffion  of  the  ruffian  manifefto. 

In  the  meantime,  that  manifefto  had  not  been 
fo  diligently  difperfed,  without  making  fome 
impreffion;  and,  though  the  Finns  took  no 
meafures,  yet  Sweden  could  not  be  altogether 
fecure  that  they  might  not  hearken  to  the  offers 
of  Ruffia.  However,  the  ravages  and  devasta- 
tions committed  by  the  ruffian  troops  in  Finland, 
were  by  no  means  calculated  to  give  the  Finns  a 
very  ptealing  idea  of  the  ruffian  fupremacy. 
Upwards  of  two  hundred  villages,  befides  fingle 
hoqfes,  were  burnt  by  the  ruffians. 

The  fwedifh  army  being  furrounded  near 
Helfingfors,  and  deprived  of  all  means  of  forcing 
a  paffage  through  the  ruffian  troops,  both  by 
land  and  waterr  no  hope  of  deliverance  was  left, 
but  by  negotiation.  The  two  fwedifh  generals, 
Levenhaupt  and.  Buddembrok,  who  were  reputed 
at  Stockholm  to  be  the  authors  of  the  unfa- 
vourable pofition  of  the  army,  were  difmified  by 
the  government,  and  the  command  was  given 
to  another  officer,  who  thought  he  could  do 
nothing  better  than  capitulate.  Thus,  the 
fwedifh  troops,  lately  To  confident  of  vanquifhing 
the  Ruffians,  were  now  fatisfied  with  being 

allowed 
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allowed  to  return  with  their  arms  to  Sweden, 
tnder  promife  of  taking  no  farther  fcare  in  the 
war,  fo  long  as  it  fhould  laft.  This  was  cer- 
tainly an  event,  ieaft  of  all  expeded  by  the  fwe- 
difli  government,  though  their  whole  conduct 
during  the  war-rendered  it  moft  probable $  and 
Sweden  was  at  prefent  compelled  to  make  peace 
whenever  Ruffia  fhould  be  inclined  to  confent  to 
it.  Finland  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians, 
the  fwedifix  army  in  part  tied  up  from  ferving, 
the  Finns  obliged  to  remain  ina&ive,  and  thfc 
Dalecarlians  refilling  to  enlift,  it  was  eafy  for  the 
Ruffians  to  prefs  forward  into  Sweden j  Eliza* 
beth,  however,  was  more  difpofed  to  a  pacifica- 
tion than  to  continue  the  war,  but,  availing  her- 
felf  of  the  advantages  gained  by  her  foldiers, 
would  hearken  to  no  other  terms,  than  the  eva* 
cuation  of  a  great  part  of  Finland  by  the 
Swedes. 

The  Swedes  were  now  reduced  to  no  final! 
perplexity,  as  Ruffia  had  a  right  to  infift  on  the 
hardeft  conditions :  they  faw  no  means  of  eva- 
fioiu  Fortunately  for  them,  juft  at  this  junc* 
ture,  jpi  accidental  circumftance  arofe,  which 
occafioned  Ruffia  to  agree  to  an  equitable 
accommodation ;  and  this  was  no  other  than  a 
fudden  tefolution  adopted  in  Sweden,  as  the 
%  king  was  entirely  chlldleft,  to  fettle  the  fucceffiofc 
.  during  his  lifetime*    For  the  fake  of  gaining 

u  3  favour 
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favour  with  the  cmprefs  Elizabeth,  the  diet  made 
choice  of  the  young  duke  of  Holftein  Gottorp* 
Anthony  Peter  Ulric,  as  heir  to  the  ftredilh, 
throne. .  Prior  to  this,  however,  Elizabeth  had 
invited  that  prince  into  Ruffia,  for  the  purpofe 
of  making  him  her  fucceffor.  Peter  received  a 
deputation  from  Sweden,  with-  an  offer  to  him  of 
the  throne  of  their  country  / —  but  he  had 
already  undergone  the  cfcremony  of  converfionc 
to  the  orthodox  grqek  church,  and  Elizabeth^ 
was  not  inclined,  to  let  him  quit  Ruffia :  he* 
therefore,,  thanked  the  fwedifh  nation  for  then? 
kind  intentions,  and  remained  in  Ruffia.  Could 
he  but  have  had  a  glimpfe  into  futurity,  how 
different  mud  have  been  his  refolution !  In* 
confequence .  of  this  refufal,  Elizabeth  recoup 
mended  the  Swedes  \o  choofe  her  relation,  the 
bifhop  of  Lubeck,  uncle  to  Peter  III.  for  their 
king j  and  the  Swedes  had  reafon  to  expeft  a 
peace  on  moderate  terms,  if  they  complied  with 
the  wifh  of  Elizabeth. 

The  majority  of  the  Swedifh  nation,  however* 
had  no  inclination  for  this  candidate  propofed  to  * 
them  by  Ruffia.  There  was,  cm  the  contrary, 
every  appearance  that  Denmark  and  Swedes 
would,  again  be  united,  as  mod  of  the  Swedes 
were  defirous  of  having  the  hereditary  princie.of 
Denmark  on  their  throne ;  and  the  Dalecajltans 
even  broke  out  in  open  infurreftion  on  that 

account, 
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Account,  rufhed  into  the  capital,  and  furioufly 
infifted  on  the  eic&ion  of  the  danifh  prince. 
Denmark,  who  wiihed  for  a  renewal  of  the 
treaty  of  Kalmar,  made  a  number  of  apparently 
advantageous  propofals ;  and  Ruifia,  therefore, 
feeing  the  negotiation  for  peace  was  likely  to  be 
delayed,  took  up  arms  again  in  the  year  17435 
in  order  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour.  la 
this  campaign  it  was  refolved  to  attempt  forae 
great  exploit  with  the  fleet ;  but,  as  an  arma- 
ment was  alfo  fitted  out  by  Sweden,  the  Ruffians 
contented  them&hres  with  making  a  few  inconfi- 
derable  defcents  on  th$  enemy's  coafts.  In  July 
theele&ion  of  the  future  king  was  to  come  on  at 
Stockholm ;  and  a  fwediih  ambafiador,  who  wa* 
negotiating  a  peace  with  the  ruffian  commit 
fionexs  at  Abo,  at  length,  by  a  ftratagem,  took 
advantage  of  the  approaching  ele&ion,  to  dei 
tern%e  the  Jlufiians  for  peace,  by  pretending 
that  Denmark  was  ufing  efforts  to  fruftrate  the 
meafures  of  the  prefent  congrefe,  in  order  to 
carry  xm  her  own  defigns ;  and,  as  thfe  Ruffians 
were  abfoiutely  tent  on  making  no  compliances, 
he  broke  up  the  meeting.  This  the  ruffian  dele- 
gates had  not  expeded ;  but  now,  for  the  fake 
of  gratifying  the  wifhes  of  their  fovereign,  con- 
cluded a  peace,  by  which  Elizabeth  reftored  the 
greater  part  of  Finland,  occupied  by  her  troops, 

u  4  on 
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pti  condition,  that  the  biihop  of  Lubcck  flx*ild 
be  appointed  (ucceffon  The  news  of  the  peace 
arrived  at  Stockholm  juft  before  the  election ; 
the  Dalecarlians  were  driven  by  the  foldiers  to 
Paaren ;  on  the  4th  of  July  Adolphus  Frederic, 
duke  of  Holftein  and  bifliop  of  Lubcck,  was 
elected  king  of  Sweden,  and  the  fucceffion  fettled 
in  his  pofterity;  and,  in  Auguft,  the  peace 
between  Ruffia  and  Sweden  was  fully  ratified. 
Though  the  conditions  of  peace  were  now,  after 
the  war  was  terminated,  of  a  very  different  kind 
itom  thofe,  which  only  two  years  before  bad 
beep  framed  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
it ;  yet  the  Swedes  had  reafon  to  think  them* 
felves  very  fortunate  that,  by  the  pleafure  which 
Elisabeth  (hewed  at  the  ele&ion  of  her  kinfman 
$$  the  fucceffion,  they  were  enabled  to  procure 
to  themfelves  better  terms  than  they  had  other- 
wife  reafon  to  exped.  The  treaty  of  Nyftadt, 
which  the  Swedes  were  fo  earned  to  have  an* 
nulled,  w?s  flow  adopted  as  the  bads  of  ihe 
prefent,a^4  they  moreover  agreed  to  give  up  the 
province  of  Kymmenegard  in  Finland,  with 
Frederickfliatnm  and  Vilmannftrand,  befides 
feveral  other  places,  and  all  the  harbours  at  the 
exit  of  the  Kymmene,  together  with  the  iflands 
to  the  fouth  and  to  the  weft  of  that  riven  On 
ths  other  hand,  Sweden  obtained  the  re/titutian 

of 
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of  all  the  places  occupied  by  Ruffia  during  the  war* 
and  the  boundaries  of  both  territories  were  fettled 
anew.  The  inhabitants  of  the  part  of  Finland  ceded 
to  Ruffia,  were  fecured  in  their  privileges  and  im- 
munities, as  well  as  in  the  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion^ and  the  Swedes  were  allowed  to  export, 
.years  of  fhort  harveft  excepted,  to  the  value  of 
$0,000  ruble?  of  corn  in  the  harbours  of  the 
gulf  of  Finland,  to  thofe  of  the  Baltic,  duty  free. 
Thus  Elizabeth,  in>mediately  in  the  fir  ft  years  of 
her  reign,  enlarged  jthe  borders  of  the  empire j 
aod,  as  Anne  had  promoted  the  ete&ion  of  king 
Auguftus  llh  fo  Elizabeth  very  clearly  difplayed 
her  influence  in  the  choice  of  a  fovereign  for  the 
'neighbouring  kingdom  of  Sweden, 

Whatever  pains  the  french  ambaflador  at  St. 
Petersburg  had  taken  to  draw  off  Ruflia  from 
the  auftrian  party,,  and  how  furely  foever  this  wqs 
to  have  been  expe&ed,  as  the  auitrian  ambafla- 
dor  was  implicated  in  the  abovementkmed  con- 
nexion, which  had  for  its  objed  to  replace  Anae 
upon  the  throne^  yet  Beftuchef,  who  was  devoted 
to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  had  the  addrefs  fo  to 
gfcide  the  inclinations  of  the  eoiprefs*  that  flie 
continued  in  her  adherence  to  its  imerefts ;  and, 
in  1747*  fent  troops  to  Germany  to  the  affiftanpe 
of  Maria  Therefa,  by  which  means  tlie  peace  of 
Aix-la-chapelle  was  brought  on.  The  friend* 
'•    '  fliip 
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fhip  fubfifting  between  the  two  imperial  courts, 
was  now  gradually  becoming  more  firmly  ce~ 
mented  from  day  to  day  :  fo  that,  notwithftand* 
ing  the  efforts  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  to  prderve 
a  good  underftanding  with  Ruffia,  yet  the  party 
devoted  to  Auftria  at  the  ruffian  court  found 
means  to  defeat  all  his  endeavours ;  and  the^em- 
prefs  of  Germany,  Maria  Therefa,  experienced 
in  Elizabeth  a  friend  and  ally,  no  lefs  faithful  to 
v  fier  interefts  than  the  emprfefs  Catharine  I.  and 
txrth  the  Annes.had  proved  to  her  predeceffors*. 
It  is  true  that  Elizabeth  and  Frederic  formed 
an  alliance  in   1743,  and  harmbny  feemed  to 
prevail  between  them ;  it  was*  however,  of  ve*y 
fhort   duration,  being  continually  undermined 
By  Frederic's  opponents  at  the  caurt  of  Peierf- 
burg,   till  by  their  unWearied-  efforts  it  was -at 
length '  totally   annihilated ,  •  -  and  averfion :  and 
LoftiKty  fucceeded  to  its  place.  .  No  longer:  time 
after  than  1745,  when  the.kffig'of  Pruflia  *&■ 
^jjuefted  the  emprefs  to  guarantee  the  treaty  of 
Drefden,  <fhe  rejefted  his  application,  under  the 
<6imfy  pretence,  that  ike  had  already  too  many 
-guarantees  on  her  hands.     If  hence  it  wis  to  be 
concluded,  that  Frederic  was  not  on   the  beft 
-terms  with  Ruffia,  he  had  reafon  to  think  himf* 
felf  -flfll  more  bprt  by  a  treaty    entered  info 
'between  the  courts  of  Petersburg  ?nd  Vienna 
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in  1746,  whkh.  though  it  was  communicate 
to  him  as  nothing  more  than  an  alliance  for  the 
purpofe  of  mutual  affi  fiance,  and  by  no  means 
relating  to  meafures  of  aggreffion  or  offence  to 
a  tthird  j  from  which,  however,  it  was  very 
foon  eafy  to  infer  what,  the  king  of  Pruffia^  had 
tp.  look  for  from  Ruffia.  — \  Rumours  we*e 
Row  mu^h  abroad  concerning  an  approaching 

rvpture  between  Pruffia  and  Auftria.  They 
were,  however,  publicly  contradi&ed  by  both 
courts,  who  declared  that  no  mifunderftanding 
bad  arifen  .  between  them.  It  was  undeniable 
neverthelefs,  that  Ruffia,  the  ally  of  Auftria, 
was  fecretly  making  difpofitions  fpr  war,  and 
that  both  courts  were  ufing  their  efforts  tp 
draw  the  king  of  Poland  and  ele&or  of  Saxony 
into  the  confederacy,  which  might  prefently, 
from  a  defenfive,  be  converted  into  an  offenfive 
alliance,  by  means  whereof  Auftria  indulged 
the  hopes  of  regaining  Silefia.  Aiiguftus,  how* 
ever,  hefitated  to  accede,  as  the  hazard  to  him 
was  by  far  the  greatefL 

Leftocq,  who  had  been  the  moft.forward  of 
all  that  affifted.  Elizabeth  in  obtaining  the  crown, 
whom  lhe  had  appointed  to  be  direftor-general 
of  the  medicine-department  throughout  the  em- 
pire, with  a  falary  of  7000  rubles,  ufually  in- 
terfered in  matters  of  ftate  j  and  thereby,  but 

,  particularly 
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particularly  from  his  predilection  for  Praffia, 
drew  upon  him  the  hatred  of  Beftuchef,  which 
at  length  involved  him  in  the  fame  cataftrophe 
by  which  fo  many  favourites  in  Ruffia  had 
finifhed  their  parts  —  a  banifhment  to  Siberia  *, 
AH  the  time  he  was  at  court  he  had  uniformly 
diflfuaded    the    emprefs    from    breaking    with 
Phiflia.     No  {boner  was  he  difgraced  but  all 
poflible  means  were  employed  afrefh  to  excite 
difcord  between  Elizabeth  and  Frederic. 
•    A  paflage  in  the  writings  of  the  kiag  of 
JPruffia,  where  he  makes  the  mother  of  the  em- 
prefs to  have  been  the  wife  of  a  petty  officer,  a 
free  remark  on  Elizabeth's  manner  of  Kfe  whitiii 
fence  efcaped  -  Mm  while  fitting  at   table  tirkh 
the  ruffian   ambatiador,  and  being,   as  ufaal, 
magnified  by  report,  made  Elizabeth  She  per* 

i 

*  lender  pretence  that  Leftocq  was  in  ottfreipottkBee 
with  two  foreign  courts  to  the  detriment  of  the  empire,  lie 
Was  put  in  prifon  \  he  was  even  accufed  of  having  formed 
the  defign  to  dethrone  Elizabeth,  and  to  make  the  grand- 
duke  Peter  emperor.  —  Leftocq,  as  was'  cuftomary  \n 
thofe  cafes,  was  tried  before  a  commiffion,  where  the  accu- 
few  and  the  judge  were  the  perfonal  enemies  of  the  culpHt, 
and  —  condemned  to  death.  But  Elizabeth  abfolutely 
could  not  be  moved  to  aflent  to  this  fentence,-  but  even  dc 
fcrred  the  execution  of  the  punifhment  of  exile  for  four 
years  and  a  half,  for  which  it  was  commuted ;  Leftocq 
being  arretted  in  1748,  and  not  fent  to  Siberia  till  1 75 }i: 

6  fonai 
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fcnal  enemy  of  Frederic  j.  atfd,  as  he  was  gene- 
rally fufpe&ed  of  aiming  to  get  pofiEeffion  of 
Courland  and  Polifh-Pruffia,  it  was  certainly 
not  furpriling  that  Elizabeth  was  ever  drawing 
clofer  the  connexion  with  Auftria  againft  Pruffia, 
notwithftanding  the  numerous  endeavours  of 
the  prufiian  party  at  St.  Peterfburg,  to  main- 
tain the  bond  of  amity  between  Frederic  and 
the  ruffian  monarch*  —  In  the  jear  175a  the 
emprefs  recalled  her  ambafiadorj  without  many 
apologies,  from  the  court  of  Berlin,  and  Frc- 
deric  followed  her  example  with  his  minifter  at 
Peterfburg.  In  1753  it  wa*  agreed  between 
Ruffia  and  Auftria,  not  only  to  refiji  all  farther 
augmentation  of  the  pruffian  power,  but  alfo  to 
ufe  efforts  to  reduce  it ;  and  in  1  ?$$  they  refolved 
to  put  therafelves  in  fuch  a  condition  as  fhould 
enable  them  at  all  times  to  attack  Pruffia,  or  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  from  that  quarter,  to  refift  jte 
with  energy. 

It  is  well  known  that  Frederic,  from  whom 
this  combination  againft  him  could  not  longfbc 
kept  fecret,  thought  it  the  beft  courfe  he  could 
-take  to  go  refolutely  to  meet  his  foes  and  antU 
cipate  their  attack;  that  in  1756  he  gave  the 
fignal  of  war  by  an  incurfion  into  Saxony  j  and 
Elizabeth,  for  five  years,  took  a  very  active 
part  in  the  wonderful  conteft  of  feven  years 

which    was   entered  into  in  behalf  of  JYIari^ 

■  ■  ■« 

Therefa, 
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Therefa,  and  would  have  been  more  fenfibly* 
and  perhaps  fatally  felt  by  Frederic,  had  not  the 
grand-duke,  appointed  by  Elizabeth  as  her  fuo 
cefforj  been  his  friend,  which  had  this  confer 
quence,  that  Elizabeth's  orders,  which  tended  to 
the  ruin  of-  Frederic,  were  not  all  fo  punftualljr 
fulfilled  as  they  otherwife  would  havebeen*  that 
fikewife  many  who  were  employed  in  military 
affairs  were  very  tender  of  hurting  that  monarch, 
in  order  to  gain  the  approbation  of  the  future 
fovereign  Peter  III.  and  accordingly  rather 
chofe  to  aft  in  conformity  with  the  Secret  in- 
ftru&ions  of  the  grand- duke  than  to  adhere  to 
the  cofkimands  of  the  emprefs. 

In  the  firft  year  of  that  war  £1756]  the  Ruf- 
fians had  taken  no  (hare  whatever  in  the  conteft 
between  Frederic  and  Maria  Therefa,  begun  by 
the  former,  and  in  which  Saxony  was  fo  unfor- 
tunately involved.  They  firft  began  to  march 
in  the  following  year  [1757] t0  humble  Frederic 
in -the  name  and  by  the  orders  of  their  em- 
prefs; and,  which  was  thought  to  be  highly 
poflible,  to  gain  poffeffion  of  the  kingdom  of 
Pruffia.  From  a ,. variety  of  impediments*  it 
was  not  till  the  month  of  July  that  the  ruffian 

.  *  The  army  was  extremely  ill-provided,  and  many  arti- 
cles were  wanting  for  putting  it  in  a  proper  condition,  as 
Auftria,  from  whom  the  fums  for  that  purpofe  had  been 
txpedted,  was  unequal  to  the  fupply. 

troops 
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troops  appeared  before  Memel,  and  made  them* 
felves  mafters  of  that  city.     From  the  moment 
of  their  entering  on  the  pruffian  territory,  this 
army  not  only  betrayed  a  great  want  of  difci- 
pline,  but  particularly  thfeir  light  corps,  confift- 
ing  of  Kozaks,  Kalmuks,  and  Tartars,  behaved 
like,  real    barbarians  *.      The  cruelties  which 
they  committed  on  the  inhabitants  of  that  king- 
dom, were  fuch  as  had  never  been  heard  of  in  (he 
military  hiftory  of  Europe  for  upwards  of  a 
thoufand  years.    The  ruffian  commanders  them- 
felves  were  fenfible  that  it  was  no  honour  to 
them  to  be  at  the  head  of  an  army  -  which 
brought  on  them  the  guilt  of  fuch  proceedings. 
Several  of  them  ufed  every  means  in  their  power 
to  put  a  (lop  to  thefe  enormities ;  but  it  was  not 
poffible  to  fucceed :  and,  as  in  confequence  of 
thefe  barbarities,  all  perfons  fled  at  the  approach 
of  fo  unprincipled  an  enemy,  it  was  extremely 
difficult  for  the  Ruffians  to  prolong  their  ftay 
in  Pruffia  from  the  total  want  of  the  neceffary 
means  of  fubfiftence  in  a  country  where  the 
hufbandmen  deferted  the  land  before  them. 

*  The  little  town  of  Goldap  on  the  frontiers  was  firft 
plundered  of  everything  and  then  burnt.  The  officers  them- 
felves  fet  a  very  bad  example.  An  adjutant  wantonly  fet 
a  village  in  flames  through  which  the  troops  were  to  march, 
thereby  fubje&ing  the  Ruffians  themfelve9  to  the  utmoft 
danger  in  cafe  the  fparks  had  fallen  on  the  powder* 
w?ggons. 


304  bistort  6»  *&mm* 

» 

An  army  of  24,060  men  under  the  command 
of  field-marfhal  Lchvald  w»  all  the  force  that 
Frederic  had  been  able  to  leave  behind  him  in 
Pruffia  fpr  oppofing  his  new  enemy,  the  Ruf* 
fians,  whofe  ftrength  confided  in  upwards  of 
100,000  combatants ;  and  yet  the  marfhal  had 
the  boldnefs  to  quit  his  camp  at  Vehlau,  where 
he  was:  fo  uncommonly  well  entrenched  and 
fecure,  that  the  enemy  would  not  have  ventured 
to  attack  him  with  all  their  fuperiority  of  num« 
bers,  to  go  and  give  battle  to  the  Ruffians  on 
the  30th  of  Auguft  at  a  place  called  Norkitten* 
not  far  from  Grofyaegerfdorf.     Revenge  for  the 
inhuman  devaftations  everywhere  perpetrated  by 
the  Ruffians  now  infpired  the  pruffian  foJdiers 
with  valour  and  intrepidity.    The  pruffian  army, 
animated,  not  by  the  third  of  conqueft,  but  by 
a  genuine  patriotic  zeal  to  defend  their  country, 
rufhed  like  angry  lions  on  the  favage  hordes, 
who  thought  they  had  no  reafon  to  fear  that 
the  little  pruffian  army  would  feek  an  oppor* 
tunity  for  coming  to  an  engagement  with  them* 
Fortune  feemed  at  firft  to  declare  in  favour  of 
the  brave  defenders  of  their  country  j  towards 
the  end   of  the  battle,  however,  the  Ruffians* 
gained  the  advantage,  and  the  Pruffians  were 
forced  to  leave  them  mafters  of  the  field.     Th« 
Ruffians  were  therefore  conquerors ;    but,   as 
they    negle&ed    to    follow    up    their  vidory, 

chufigg 
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dbufi&g  rather  to  repofe  upon  their  laurels, 
they  left  the  Pruffians  to  retreat  unmolefted. 
General  Lehvald  therefore  retired  in  excelled 
order,  without  being  purfued,  having  killed  five 
times  more  of  the  enemy  than 'he  had  Iqft  of 
.his  own  men,  and  more  formidable  after  his 
defeat  than  the  Ruffians  after   their  victory; 
betides,  it  was  impoffible  for  the  latter  to  ftay 
longer  in  a  country  which  they  thejnfelves  had 
ravaged  and  laid  wafte,  they  were  alfo  obliged  to 
retreat  in  their  turn,  in  order  to  efcape  that 
moft  dreadful  of  all  foes  to  an  army,  famine* 
Nay,  by  a  ftrange  concatenation  of  circumftances, 
fiekUmarthal  Apraxin,  whofe  troops  had  occu-> 
„pieda  very  great  part  of  Pruffia,  was  at  length 
.induced  entirely  to  abandon  that  kingdom,  after 
leaving  behind  him  a  fingle  garrifon  in. the  frgn- 
tier-fort  of  Memel.    The  fame  barbarities  and 
cruelties,  as  thofe  with  which  the  Ruffians  had 
tarnilhed  their  honour  on-  their  entrance  into 
,  Pruffia,  they  now  exetcifed  at  their  departure ; 
and  fmoking  or  burnt  villages,  mangled  car* 
Qafes,  and  crippled  people  marked  the  road  they 
.  took*     Thisi  extraordinary  retreat,  however,  ©f 
-ib great  an  army,  fo  lately  vi&orious,  and  being 
.  jttli  poffeffed  of  a  good  fea-port  in  the  country, 
utras  an  event  fo  totally  unexpected  that  it  afto- 
*j»flied  all  Europe,   and  drew  complaints  not 
;     Vol.  11.  x  only 
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only  from  Aufhia  but  alio  from  the  other  courts 
coalefced  againft  Frederic,  fince  it  was  not  forced 
on  by  the  fuperiority  of  the  pruffian  troops,  but 
Voluntarily  determined  by  the  Ruffians,  and  fo 
quickly  and  haftily  executed  that  they  even  left 
behind  them  in  Pruffia  a  part  of  the  baggage 
and  a  great  number  of  cannon.  The  true  mo- 
tives of  this  retreat  having  never  been  hitherto 
affigned,  they  (hall  here  have  a  place.  Count 
Beftuchef,  grand  chancellor  of  Ruffia,  who  had 
for  feveral  years  been  Elizabeth's  right  hand,  was 
no  friend  to  the  grand-duke,  afterwards  Peter  III. 
but  entirely  devoted  to  Auftria,  as  Peter  on  the 
other  hand  always  efpoufed  the  party  of  Fre-. 
deric;  Elizabeth,  juft  at  this  time,  lay  fo  dan* 
geroufly  ill,  that  her  phyficians  began  to  doubt  of 
her  recovery.  Beftuchef  thereupon  conceived 
the  plan,  in  cafe  Elizabeth  fhould  die,  to  ex- 
clude the  grand-duke  from  the  government,  and 
to  place  upon  the  throne  his  fon  the  prefent 
emperor  Paul  Petrovitch,  under  the  guardianfhip 
of  his  mother  the  late  emprefs  Catharine  II.  To 
this  end,  however,  it  was  neceflary  that  he 
fhould  have  the  troops  at  hand  in  order  to  ufe 
them  in  cafe  of  need,  and  the  rather  as  their 
commander  Apraxin  was  entirely  at  his  devotion. 
In  the  meantime  Elizabeth  recovered ;  and,  oil 
inquiring  after  her  army  in  Pruffia,  was  not  a 

little 
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Kttlc  exafperated  on  bearing  that  it  was  entirely 
withdrawn  from  that  country.  The  auftrian 
and  french  ambaffadors  preferred  heavy  com* 
plaints  to  the  emprefs  concerning  the  orders  for 
retreating,  which  Beftuchef  had  tranfmitted  ua* 
known  to  her ;  the  grand-duke  Peter  likewife 
did  what  he  could  to  incenfe  the  emprefs  againft 
Beftuchef:  and  thus  the  combined  efforts  of  the 
two  feveral  parties,  with  the  great  delays  at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  and  this  unaccount- 
able retreat,  gave  the  emprefs  ground  to  fufpeft 
that  fhe  had  been  betrayed  by  her  minifters  or 
her  generals.  Marfhal  Apraxin  was  therefore 
removed  from  the  command  and  put  under 
arreft.  He  juftified  his  condud  by  the  tRprefe 
orders  of  count  Beftuchef.  Beftuchef  was  re- 
moved from  his  office  and  put  under  arreft  alfo. 
Count  Vorontzof  fucceeded  Beftuchef  in  his 
employment,  and  the  generals  Brown  and  Fer- 
mor  took  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  place 
of  Apraxin,  who  was  fent  as  a  prifoner  to 
Narva  *.    The  emprefs  alfo  appointed  a  corfl- 

miffion 

*  On  being  informed  of  the  overthrow  of  his  friend  and 
patron  Beftuchef,  he  was  fo  affe&ed  at  the  news  that  he 
fell  down  and  expired.  Beftuchef,  in  the  manifefto  that 
was  iflued  againft  him,  was  charged  with  having,  merely 

X2  from 
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million  to  inquire  at  large  Into  the  conduft  of 
the  field-marfhal  during  the  whole  of  the  cam- 
paign, as  the  court  of  Vienna  expr&sly  de- 
clared that  the  ruffian  commanders  had  not 
(hewn  fuch  a  behaviour  as  ought  to  have  been 


from  ambition  and  the  lull  of  dominion,  meddled  in  matters 
N  that  did  not  concern  him  ;  with  having  at  various  times  ne- 
glected to  obey  the  orders  of  her  majefty  when  they  were 
not  agreeable  to  him ;  with  frequently  iffuing  decrees  with- 
joutprcviouily  confulting  the  emprefs;  with  having  flandered 
•the  grand-duke  and  grand-  duchefs  to  her,  and  endeavoured 
to  ipcenfe  the  emprefs  againft  them.  He  was  banifhed  to  s 
village  belonging  to  him  102  miles  from  Mofco,  and  thus 
became  another  linking  example  of  the  inftability  and 
lubric?^  of  fortune   in  courts.     The   modern  hjftory  of 

•  Ruflia  in  general  prefents  a  feries  of  difcarded  favourites 
r  who  were  all  repaid,  the  meafure  they  had  meted  to  others* 
,  All  of-  them,  as  long  as  they  flood-  befide  the  throne,  as 

long  as  their  will  and  their  fentence  could  honour  or  con- 
demn, made  free  ufe  of  that  privilege,  and  all  of  them  at 

:  laft  met  the  fame  condemnation/*  "Here  we  cannot  but  re- 
collect, that  Mentfhikof  was  turned  out  by  the  DoJgo- 

.  rukis,  and  thefe  in  their  turn  experienced  a  more  terrible 
fate  at  the  inftigation  of  Biren.  But  alfo  exile  awaited 
Biren  ;  and  Munich,  who  procured  it  for  him,  efcaped  it 

•  not  himfelf.     Leftocq  and  Beftuchef  exulted  in  the  fall  of 
w  Munich ;  Beftuchef  found  means  to  bring  about  the  down- 
fall of  Leftocq,  in  fpite  of  Elizabeth's  attachment  to  him  ; 

.  but  neither  did  he  enjoy  his  triumph  long,  and  fell  at  the 
very  time  when  he  thought  himfelf  moft  fecure ! 

expe&ed 
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0 

expetted  from  faithful  allies^  and  from  an  army 
which  fought  the  glory  of  its  monarch  *. 

.    .      .       •  The 

*  A  gentleman  of  Weymar,  who  at  that  time  ferved  as 
quarter-mailer-  general  under  roarfhal  Apraxin,  and  likewife 
was  fummoned  to  Peterflrorg  to  give  evidence  concerning, 
the  fudden  retreat,  and  on  the  behaviour  in  general  of  the 
Ruffians  in  Pruffia  in  tjte  year  1757,  fays*  in  his  justificatory 
memorial,  on  the  points  prefented  to  him ;  *'  It  cannot  be 
'*  denied  that  the  Prolans  b^sd  uniformly  an  account  of  all 
'*  that  was  paffing  among  the  Ruffians  — -  that  the  barba* 
'*  rides  exercifed,  particularly  by  the  ruffian  light  troops,, 
V  had  exafperated  the  inhabitants  againft.  the  Ruffians  to> 

*'  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  never  fhewed  them  the  right 
♦4  road,  but  on  the  contrary  aflifted  the  enemy  by  every 
'*  means  in  their  power  —  that  the  foldiers,  as  ufual,  even 
«*  on  the  day  of  the  battle  near  Grofyargerfdorf,  were  much 
<*  more  intent  upon  pillaging  and  making  booty,  than  00 
•*  purfuing  the  enemy  and  profiting  by  the  victory ;  am) 
*'  that  in  the  ruffian  army  throughout  very  little  fubordi* 
«  nation  was  obferved.     Indeed,  the  field-marmal  was  very 

• 

*'  fevere  and  frequent  in  punifhing ;  the  knoot  was  liberally 
*'  adminiftered,  nofes  were  flit,  and  ears  cut  off  in  abun- 
u  dance  5  but  forafmuch  as  all  capital  punifhments  were 
w  absolutely  forbidden,  every  other  punifhment  was  infuffi- 
"  cient  to  deter  them.  As  all  the  countrymen  had  fled, 
u  they  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  want  of  proy 
*•  vifions,  and  the  inhabitants  in  general  paid  no  regard  to 
u  the  orders  for  delivering  their  quota  of  contribution. 
•*  The  infubordination  that  prevailed  among  the  troops 
'*  was  fo  great,  as  to  oblige  the  field-marfhal,  on  his  retreat, 
i*  to  caufe  the  villages  before  him  to  be  burnt,  for  depriving 

x  3  "the 
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The  Ruffians  having  thus,  in  the  firft  cam-' 
paign  burnt  and  deftroyed  every  place  to  which 
they  came,  and  pillaged  and  ravaged  wherever 
they  went,  carrying  off  numbers  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Pruffia,  murdering  and  maiming  others, 
and  gained  a  battle  without  reaping  any  benefit 
From  it,  but  rapidly  retreated  out  of  the  hoftile 
country  occupied  by  them,  thereby  furnifhing 
the  enemy  with  an  opportunity  of  employing 
the  force  oppofed  to  them  elfewhere :  the  whole 
of  this  year's  campaign,  therefore,  was  in  no 
refpeft  to  their  honour  as  european  warriors  of 
the  eighteenth  century. 

BeftuchePs  fall,  however,  produced  no  altera 
ation  in  the  fentiments  of  Elizabeth  in  regard 
to  the  king  of  Pruffia ;  fhe  rathfT  refolved  to 
make  up  in  the  following  year  for  what  had 

— — — ■  «n  ..ii  i        i.i    .1       -..i.  Pi  ,1m  ,i——p 

u  the  foldiers  of  the  opportunity  of  running  about  in  par- 
''  "  ties  to  rob  and  plunder,  fo  much  to  the  feparation  and 
u  weakening  of  the  army,  that  it  would  have  been  eafy  for 
"  the  purfuing  ejiemy,  by  encountering  and  defeating  the 
**  detached  corps,  to  do  them  great  mifchief.  It  is  not, 
u  however,  to  be  denied,"  continues  Weymar,  "  that  in 
"  this  campaign  a  certain  pufUlanimity  and  fear  was  con- 
"  fpicuous  among  the  Ruffians;  and,  though  the  light 
(i  troops  particularly,  were  very  adventurous  in  pillaging, 
"  they   did    not    behave  gallantly  in    battle  againft  the 


"  enemy." 


been 


/ 
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been  negle&ed  in  the  hafty  retreat  of  1757; 
and,  fo  early  as  January  [1758]  the  Ruffians 
marched  again  into  Pruffia  under  the  command 
of  general  field-marflial  Fermor.  Not  only 
Kcenigfberg,  the  capital,  but  the  whole  king- 
dom of  Pruffia,  had  fubmitted  to  them  before 
the  end  of  that  month,  and  continued  in  their 
poffeffion  during  the  remainder  of  the  \vaj*.  In 
the  conqueft  of  which,  however,  they  found  no 
difficulty,  as  Frederic  had  not  been '  able  to 
cover  that  part  of  his  territory.  The  Ruffians 
now  began  to  think  that  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia 
would  foon  be  incorporated  into  the  dominions 
of  the  qmprefs,  and  form  a  part  qf  Ruffia.  On 
this  occafion,  fo  far  from  repeating  the  putnges 
and  barbarities  of  the  foregoing  campaign,  they, 
contrary  to  all  expeftation,  behaved  with  the 
greateft  gentlenefs,  now  that  they  considered  it 
as  already  a  part  of  their  country,  and  regarded 
its  inhabitants  as  their  future  countrymen*. 
The  inhabitants,  who  were  obliged  to  fwear 
fealty  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  were  even  in 
doubt  themfelves,  whether  it  would  ever  be  pof- 
fible  for  their  king,  preffed  as  he  was  on  all 

* 

*  It  was  even  read  from  the  pulpits,  that  whoever  had 
any  complaint  again  ft  a  ruffian  foldier  mould  prefect  it  to 
the  military-chancery  at  Kc&igfberg,  where  he  would  in- 
fallibly have  redrefs. 

" .   v  ■     -  -  x  4  fides, 
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fides!,  to  replace  himfelf  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
country ;  and  accordingly  ftrove  by  every.means- 
to  render  themfelves  agreeable  to  the  Ruffians,, 
in  order  to  reftrain  them  from  a.  renewal  of 
thofe  calamities  under  which  they  had  fufferecf 
the  year  before.  —  This  lenity,  however,  (hepm 
by  them  to  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia,  which  they 
already  looked  upon  as  their  own,  th^y-foon  laid 
sifide,  and  refumed  the  old  ruffian  deportment 
when  once  they  were  got  into  the  other  cotiptriea 
of  the  king,  Pomerania  and  the  Mark,  Fenno* 
advanced  through  Pomerania:,  and  made  an  af- 
feult  on  the  fortrefs  of  Kuftrin  in  the  Neumark, 
and  bombarded  the  town,  contrary  to  the  ufages 
of  war  obferved  by  all  civilized  nations,  before 
he  had  fent  a  fummons  to  the  commandant, 
laying  all  the  houfes  and  other  buildings  of  the 
town,  within  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  by  a 
dreadful  conflagration,  in  one  fmoking  heap  of 
ruins :  then,  not  till  two  days  after,  attacked  the 
citadel;  and,  at  length,  on  the  fourth  day, 
Summoned  the  commandant,  to  furrender.  This 
was  rejefted  with  difdain  by  the  governor  ;  and 
termor  raifed  the  fiege  on  receiving  intelli- 
gence that  the  king  was  advancing  in  perfon  to 
the  defence  of  his  country.  The  Pruffians, 
rufliing  from  Silefia,  under  the  conduft  of  their 
king,  would  doubtlefs  have  token  bloody  re- 
venge 
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venge  on  an  army  of  whofe  inhuman  devafta- 
tions  and  cruelties  fo  much  had  reached  their 
ears,  and  of  which  they  now,  on  their  arrival 
in  the  territories  of  their  king,  beheld  the  me- 
lancholy proofs  in  the  confumed  villages  and 
towns,  the  dcfolated  fields,  the  maimed*  ill. 
treated,  or  impoverished  inhabitants  prefenting 
themfetves  at  every  ftep.  The  king  himfelf  was 
fo  enraged  at  the  veftiges  he  perceived  on  4II 
fides  of  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  Ruffians, 
and  at  the  accounts  that  were  brought  him  of 
the  terrible  havoc  they  had  committed,  that  he 
gave  orders  not  to  fpare  the  life  of  a  fingle 
Ruffian  in  the  battle  that  was  daily  expe&ed  to 
come  on ;  an  order  which  the  ruffian  general, 
on  being  informed  of,  threatened  to  retaliate* 
Maribal  Fermor  was  encamped  at  Zorndorf,  fix 
miles  from  Kuftrin,  where  he  was  attacked  by 
the  king  at  the  head  of  his  army  on  the  25th 
of  Auguft.  The  ruffian  ranks  flood  like  walls, 
and  fought  valiantly :  but  the  military  (kill  of 
the  Pruffians,  the  valour  of  a  hod  fighting 
for  their  country  and  for  the  martial  glory  they 
had  hitherto  maintained,  and  glowing  to  re- 
venge themfelves  on  a  barbarous  enemy,  dis- 
played their  amazing  effeds  on  the  day  of  that 
bloody  fight j  and  the  generals,  Seidlitz  and 
Ziethen  in  particular,  performed  miracles  of 

prowefs 


J14  HISTORY  -OF    RUSSIA* 

prowefs  with  the  cavalry.  After  the  battle  both 
armies  claimed  the  victory,  but  the  greateft  loft 
was  manifeftly  on  the  part  of  the  Ruffians ;  they 
therefore  founded  their  claim  on  the  circum- 
fiance  of  having  kept  the  field  * :  however  thi* 
be,  the  army-cheft,  and  mod  of  their  artillery, 
felt  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  likewife 
took  an  extraordinary  number  of  prifoners, 
amongft  whom  were  feveral  officers  of  the  firft 
lank ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  they  foon 
retreated.  Frederic  was  ftitt  able  to  fhew  him- 
felf  the  father  and  benefaftor,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
teftor  of  his  people.  In  the  midft  of  the  de> 
Touring  wafte  of  fuch  an  expenfive  war,  frdm 
the  funds  of  his  ceconomy  he  was  enabJ<s4oi|&' 
remit  the  taxes  to  thofe  parts  of  his  dominions 
which  had  fuffered  from  the  ruffian  barbarity  : 
be  even  advanced  money  to  thofe  whofe  diftrefie* 
lead  been  the  greateft.  It  fhould  be  remembered 
too,  that  all  this  was  done  while  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Pruffia  (till  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ruffians. 

*  It  is  highly  probable  that  it  was  their  intension  to.  haw 
withdrawn  acrofs  the  Oder,  had  not  the  king  previoufly 
eaufed  all  the  bridges  to  be  broken  down,  in  the  hopes  of 
giving  thtm  an  entire  defeat,  and  by  the  demolition  of  the 
luruiges  depriving  them  of  every  means  of  making  good  their 
ictreat. 


ji~ 


The 
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The  court  of  Peterfburg  ftill  adhered  to  its  old 
fyftem,  ip  fpite  of  the  late  ill  fuccefs  of  her  arms, 
aftd  all  the  efforts  of  the  britifh  minifter  to  with- 
draw  her  from  her  alliance*  If  (he  had  Tome 
lofs  of  men,  it  was  the  leaft  lofs  (he  could  feel  * 
and  (he  thought  that,  while  the  war  was  carried 
on  at  the  expence  of  others,  the  reduction  of  fo 
near,  fo  dreaded,  and  fo  hated  a  rival  as  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  and  the  opportunity  of  forming 
her  troops  to  fervice,  and  perfe&ing  her  officers, 
were  objefts  of  confequence  enough  to  keep  her 
clofely  attached  to  her  firft  fentiments.  Permor 
now  undertook  the  fiege  of  Colberg,  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  obtaining  a  commodious  depofit  for 
pfovifions  and  ammunition;  but  all  in  vain: 
feven  hundred  of  the  country  militia  bravely 
defended  that  town  againft  a  ruffian  corps  of 
feveral  thoufand  men,  and  the  Ruffians  retired, 
without  making  this  conqueft,  to  their  winter* 
quarters  in  Pruffia  and  Poland:  even  there 
they  were  haraffed  by  the  pruffian  troops,  who 
deftroyed  feveral  of  their  magazines. 

Poland  was  henceforth  to  be  the  country 
where  the  exploits  of  the  next  campaign  were  to 
be  atchieved.  Hither,  therefore,  the  Ruffians 
marched,  and  hence  they  afterwards  fpread 
themfelves  over  all  the  pruffian  territory,  [1759} 
under  the  command  of  count  Soltikof,  who  had 

been 


N 
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been  appointed  chief  of  the  army,  in  the  room 
of  marflial  Fermor  *.  Fredericks  german  dom^ 
xtions,  and  Silefia,  became  now  the  fcene  pf 
a&ion.  Fortified,  in  fome  meafure,  by  the  re- 
inforcements he  had  received,  and  in  purfuance 
of  his  orders*  general  Wedel  refolved  to  attack 
the  Ruffians  on  their  march.  They  had  got  to 
Zulichavi  towards  the  latter  end  of  July,  aua4 
direded  their  courfe  to  KrofFen  in  Silefia*  to  get 
before  the  pruffian  army,,  and  to  make  good  the 
jpaffage  of  the  Oder*  The  fituation  of  th? 
Ruffians  was  very  advantageous;,  poftqd  upoa 
/eminences,  defended  by  a  powerful  artillery^ 
and  near  feventy  thoufand  ftrong.  The  prujg^n 
army  fell  fhort  of  thirty  thoufand  j  and  theyrj^l 
greater  difadvantages  to  get  over  than  wtiat  arofe 
v  from  the  inferiority  of  numbers.  They  had  a 
bridge  to  pafs,and  fuch  a  narrow  defile  to  ftruggle 
through,  that  fcarce  a  third  of  a  battalion  could 
march  in  front.  The  gtpund  was  fuch>  that  the 
cavalry  could  not  fupport  their  infantry.  Yet 
with  all  thefe  difficulties,  the  attack  waaiong  and 
xefolute.  But  this  refolurion  made  their  repulfe, 
which  all  thefe  difadvantages  had  rendered  ine- 
vitable, far  more  bloody  and  diftrefsful.  Four 
thoufand  feven  hundred  were  killed  or  taken 

*  Fermor  now  ferved  under  him. 

*  *  .  * 

prifoners; 
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prifoners ;  and  the  wounded  were,  at  teaft,  three^ 
thoufand.  The  Pruffians  were  obliged  to  retire* 
but  they  were  not  purfued  ;  and  they  paffed  the 
Oder  without  moleftation.  The  Ruffians  feized 
upon  the  towns  of  Kroffen  and  Frahkfort  on 
the' Oder* 

Freddric  now  marched  with  ten  thoufand  of 
fib  beft  troops  to  join  the  broken  army  of 
Wedel,  in  order  to  drive  this  formidable  and 
determined  enemy  from  his  country.  Prince 
Henry  commanded  the  remainder  of  his  alrmy, 
which  was  too  well  potted  to  fear  any  Jirfult 
during  his  abfence*'  The  eyes  of  all  were  fixed 
upon  his  march,  and  his  foldiers  who  remem- 
"beted  Zorndorf,-  eagerly  longed  to  try  their 
ftrehgth  oride  m<*re  with.,  the  fame  antagonifts. 

Marfhal  Daun,  the  auftrian  general;  Was  not 

unapprifed  of  the  motibn  of  the  Ruffians,  or  the 

defigns  of  fche  king  of  Pruffia.     He  knew  that 

'the  great  defeft  of  the  ruffian  troops,  was  the 

Want  of  a  regular  and  firm  cavalry,  which  might 

'be  depended  upon  in  the  day  of  a&ion.     This 

•defeat  had  teen  a  principal  caufe  of  their  mis- 

'-fortune  at  Zorndorf  the  laft  year ;  a  misfortune 

-which  difconcerted  all  the  operations   of  that 

•campaign.     As  this  was  the  Only  want  which 

"-the -Ruffians  were  under,  !fo  it  was  that  whfeh 

— Dautt  was  bed  able  to  fupply  at  a  (hon  warning. 

;  with 
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With  this  view  he  fele&ed  about  twelve  thoufand 
of  his  horfe,  and  there  is  no  better  horfe  than, 
that  of  the  Auftrians ;  which,  with  about  eight 
thoufand  foot,  he  placed  under  the  command  of 
general  Laudohn,  one  of  the  ableft  officers  in 
that  fervice.  This  body  was  divided  into  two 
columns,  one  of  which  marched  through  Silefia, 
and  the  other  through  Lufatia.  By  extreme 
good  fortune  and  conduct,  with  little  lofs  or 
oppofition,  they  both  joined  the  ruffian  army, 
and  were  received  with  tranfports  of  joy. 

In  the  meantime,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who  was 
unable  to  prevent  this  ftroke,  joined  general 
Wedel  at  Muhlrofe,  and  took  upon  him  the 
command  of  the  united  armies.  But,  (till  find- 
ing himfelf  too  weak  for  the  decifive  a&ion  he 
was  preparing  to  attempt,  he  recalled  general 
Finck,  whom  he  had  fent  fome  time  before  into 
Saxony  with  nine  thoufand  men,  in  order  to 
oppofe  the  Imperialifts  in  that  country.  Wkh 
thefe  reinforcements  he  was  not  able  to  raife  his 
army  to  fifty  thoufand  complete.  That  of  the 
Ruffians,  fince  the  junction  of  Laudohn,  was 
upwards  of  ninety  thoufand.  They  had-befides 
taken  a  poft,  which  they  had  fo  ftrongly  en- 
trenched, and  defended  with  fuch  a  prodigious 
number  of  cannon,  that  it  was  extremely  difficult 
and  hazardous  to  attempt  them ;  yet,  under  thefe 

accumulated 
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accumulated  difadvantages,  it  was  abfoktocly 
necelfitfy  that  he  fhould  fight.  The  detach- 
ments front  count  Dauh's  army  already  menaced 
Berlin ;  Saxony,  which  be  was  obliged  to  leave 
expofed,  had  become  a  prey  to  the  Imperialists  ; 
and  the  Ruffians,  united  with  the  Auftrians, 
encamped  before  his  eyes  in  Sikfia,  the  bed  and 
racheft  part  of  his  dominions*  In  fhort,  his 
former  reputation,  his  prefent  difficulties,  his 
future  hopes,  every  motive  of  honour  and  of 
fafety,  demanded  an  engagement ;  the  campaign 
hafted  to  a  dedfion,  and  it  was  evident,  that 
nothing  farther  could  be  done  by  marches  and 
choice  of  ports.  The  fanguine  temper  of  other 
generals  has  often  obliged  them  to  fight  under 
difadvantages ;  but  the  king  of  Pruffia's  circum- 
fiances  were  fuch,  that,  from  the  multitude  of 
his  enemies,  he  was  neither  able  to  confuk  times 
nor  fituadons.  Rafhnefs  could  hardly  didate 
anything,  which,  in  his  condition,  would  not 
have  been  recommended  by  prudence. 

When  the  attack  was  refolved,  the  king's 
troops  put  themfelves  in  motion  on  the  12th  of 
Auguft,  at  two  in  the  morning;  and,  having 
formed  themfelves  in  a  wood,  advanced  towards 
the  enemy.  It  was  near  eleven  before  the 
a&ion  began.  The  principal  effort  of  the  king 
of  Pruffia  was  againft  the  left  wing  of  the  ruffian 

army* 
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army.  He  began,  according  to  his  ufual  method 
with  a  fierce  cannonade ;  which,  having  had  the 
effeft  he  defired  from  it,  he  attacked  that  wing 
with  feveral  battalions  difpofed  in  columns.9 

The  ruflian  entrenchments  were  forced  with 
great  (laughter. .  Seventy-two  pieces  of  cannon 
were  taken.  But  ftill  there  was  a  defile  to  be 
paffed,  and  feveral  redoubts  to  be  mattered* 
which  covered  the  village  of  Kunnerfdorf.  Thefe 
were  attacked  with  the  fame  resolution,  and 
taken  one  after  another.  The  eneiy  again 
made  a  ftand  at  the  village,  and  endeavoured 
there  to  preferve  their  ground,  by  pulhing  for? 
ward  feveral  battalions  of  horfe  and  foot :  but 
their  refiftance  there  proved  not  more  effectual 
than  it  had  done  everywhere  elfe ;  they  were 
driven  from  poft  to  poft  quite  to  the  hft  re- 
doubts. For  upwards  of  fi?:  hours  fortune 
favoured  the  Pruflians,  who  everywhere  broke 
the  enemy  with  an  unparalleled  flaugfiter.  They 
had  driven  them  from  almfcft  all  the  "ground 
which  they  had  occupied  before  the  battle ;  they 
had  taken  more  than  half  their  artillery :  fcarcely 
anything  feemed  wanting  to  the  moft  complete 
decifion. 

The  king  in  thofe  circumftances  wrote  a  billet 
to  the  queen,  to  this  effeft :  •*  Madam,  we  have 
"  beat  the  Ruffians  from  their  entrenchments. 
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u  In  two*  tours  expe£t  to  hear  of  a  glorious 
€€  viftory/'  This  news  arrived  at  Berlin  juft  as 
the  poft  was  going  out,  and  the  friends  of  the 
king  of  Pruffia  throughout  Europe,  exulted  in  a 
certain  and  conclufive  vi&ory.  Meantime,  for- 
tune was  preparing  for  him  a  terrible  reverfe. 

The  enemy,  defeated  in  almoft  every  quarter* 
found  their  left  wing,  fhattered  as  it  was,  to  be 
more  entire  than  any  other  part  of  the  army. 
Count  Soltikof  therefore  afifembled  the  remains 
of  his  right,  and  gathered  as  many  as  he  could 
from  the  centre,  reinforced  that  wing,  and  made 
2  {land  at  a  redoubt,  which  had  been  ereded  on 
a  very  advantageous  eminence*      No  more  was 
wanting  to  terminate  matters  in  favour  of  the 
king,  than  to  drive  the  Ruffians  from  this  their 
laft  hope.     But  this  enterprife  was  difficult.     It 
was  confidently  faid,  that  the  pruffian  generals 
were  unanimous  in  their  opinion,  that  they  fhould 
not  endeavour  at  thai:  time  to  pufti  any  farther 
the  advantages  they  had  obtained.     They  repre- 
fented  to  the  king,  that  the  enemy  was  ftill  very 
numerous,  their  artillery  very  confiderable,  and 
the  poft  which  they  occupied  of  great  ftrength  ; 
that  his  brave  troops,  who  had  been. engaged  fo 
long  a  time,  in  the  fevered  aSion  perhaps  ever 
known,  and  in  one  of  the  hotteft  days  ever  felt, 
W6re  toQ  much  exhaufted  for*  a  new  attempt ; 
voe.  11.  x  an 
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an  attempt  of  fuch  extreme  difficulty,  as  might 
daunt  even  troops  that  were  quite  frefh.  That 
the  advantage  he  had  gained  would  be  as  deci- 
five  in  its  confequences,  as  that  at  Zorndorf  j  ' 
and,  whilft  the  enemy  filled  the  gazettes  of  their  ; 
party  with  frivolous  difputes  of  the  field  of  battle, 
he  would  be  reaping,  as  he  did  then,  all  the 
effe&s  of  an  unqueftioned  vi&ory.  That  the 
enemy  would  be  obliged  to  retire  immediately 
into  Poland,  and  to  leave  him  at  liberty  to  a£t 
in  other  quarters,  where  his  prefence  was  full  as 
nereffary. 

Thefe  reafons  were  very  cogent,  and  for  a  few 
moments  they  feemed  to  have  fome  weight  with 
the  king.  But  his  character  foon  determined 
him  to  a  contrary  refolution.  He  could  not  bear 
to  be  a  conqueror  by  halves.  One  effort  more  was 
alone  wanting  to  that  vi&ory,  which  would  free 
him  for  ever  from  the  adverfary  which  had  leaned 
heavieft  on  him  during  the  whole  of  the  war. 

Once  more  he  put  all  to  the  hazard.  His 
infantry,  ftill  refolute,  and  fupported  by  their 
late  fuccefs,  were  readily  brought  to  att  again* 
They  drew  on  their  bodies,  fainting  with  heat 
and  labour,  to  a  new  attack.  But  the  enter- 
prize  was  beyond  their  ftrength.  The  fituation 
of  the  enemy  was  impregnable ;  and  their  artil- 
lery, which  began  to  be  fuperior  to  that  of  the 

Pruflians* 
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JPfilflians,  on  account  of.  the  difficulty  of  the. 
ground,  which  made  it  impoffible  for  the  latter 
to  bring  up  any  other  than  a  few  fmall  pieces,  re- 
pulfed  thefe  feeble  battalions  with  a  great  flaughter. 
With  an  aftonifliing,  perhaps  with  a  blameable 
perfeverance,  the  pruffian  infantry  were  brought 
to  a  fecond  attack,  and  were  a  fecofid  time  re- 
pulfed,  and  with  a  lofs  greater  than  at  firft. 
Thefe  efforts  being  unfuccefsful,  the  affair  was 
put  to  the  cavalry*  They  made  redoubled,  but 
ufelefs  attacks ;  the  horfes  were  fpent,  as  well  as . 
thofe  they  carried. 

It  was  juft  at  that  time,  when  the  pruffian 
horfe  was  wafted  by  thefe  fruitlefs  exertions,  that 
the  jjreateft  part  of  the  ruffian  and  the  whole 
body  of  the  auftrian  cavalry,  which  had  been 
hitherto  entirely  inaflfive,  and  was  therefore 
quite  irefh,  rufhed  down  upon  them,  broke  them 
to  pieces,  forced  them  back  upon  their  foot,  and 
threw  the  whole  into  irreparable  diforder.  The 
army  was  univerfally  feized  with  a  panic j  and  in  a 
few  minutes  thofe  troops,  fo  lately  victorious  and 
irrefiftible,  were  totally  difperfed  and  defeated. 
The  king  did  everything  to  reftore  the  field, 
hazarding  his  perfon,  even  beyond  his  former 
daring,  and  prodigal  of  a  life  he  feemed  to  think 
ought  npt  to  be  feparated  from  conqueft.  Thrice 
he  led  pn  his.  troops  to  the  charge  j  two  horfes 

y  2  were 
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were  killed  under  him ;  feveral  balls  were  in  his 
clothes.  The  utmoft  efforts  of  fkill,  courage,'  and 
defpair  were  made,  and  proved  ineffectual :  a- 
fingle  error  outweighed  them  all.  Scarcely  a 
general,  hardly  an  inferior  officer  in  the  army 
was  without  fome  wound.  That  of  general 
Seidlitz  was  particularly  unfortunate  j  for  to. 
that  wound  the  failure  of  the  horfe^  which  he 
commanded,  was  principally  attributed.  It  was 
to  the  fpirit  and  conduct  of  this  able  officer,  that, 
a  great  part  of  the  fuccefs  at  Zorndorf  had  beea 
owing,  in  the  lafl  campaign.  It  is  known, '  that 
if  it  had  not  been  for  a  feafonable  movement  of 
the  horfe,  the  whole  pruffian  atmy  had  then  beea 
in  great  danger  of  a  defeat* 

Th§  night,  and  the  prudent  ufe  of  fome  emU 
nences,  which  were  defended  as  well  as  circum- 
fiances  would  admit,  preferved  the  pruffian  , 
army  from  total  tJeftru&ion.  However,  thpir 
lbfs  was  far  greater  than  any  which  they  had 
fuftained  from  the  beginning  of  the  war*  All 
their  cannon  was  taken.  The  killed*  wo^nfi^ 
and  prifoners,  by  the  molt  favourable,  accounts* 
were  near  twenty  thoufand.  General  Putkafn* 
mer  was  killed  on  the  fpot*  Tlrofe  generals* 
whofe  names  were  fo  diftinguifhed  in  that  war4. 
Itzenplitz,  Hulfen,  Finck,  Wedel,.  and  Seidlitz* 
were  among  the  wounded  j  as  was  the  prince  of 

Wurtemberg* 
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m*. 
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Wmtemberg,  and  five  major-generals.  The 
€nemy  could  not  have  fewer  than  ten  thoirfand 
killed  on  their  fide.     For  hafrdly  ever  was  fought 

a  more  bloody  battle. 

When  the  king  of  Pruflia  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  quit  the  field,  he  fent  another  difpatch 
to  the  queen,  exprefledin  this  manner:  "  Re- 
w  move  from  Berlin  with  the  royal  family.  Let 
"  the  archives  be  carried  to  Potfdam.  The 
"  town  may  make  conditions  with  the  enemy/' 
It  were  vain  to  attempt  to  draw  the  pi&ure  of 
the  court  and  city,  on  the  receipt  of  fuch  news,  in 
the  midft  of  the  joy  which  they  indulged  for  the 
accounts  they  had  received  but  a  few  hours  before. 
The  terror  was  increafed  by  the  indiftinft  rela- 
tion that  foon  followed,  which  gave  them  only 
to  under  ft  and,  that  their  army  was  totally 
routed  ;  that  there  was  no  account  of  the  king, 
and  that  a  ruflian  army  was  advancing  to  take 
pofleflion  of  their  city. 

The  day  after  the  battle  the  king  of  Pruffiat 
repaffed  the  Oder,  and  encamped  at  Retvin. 
Thence  he  moved  to  Furftenvalde,  and  placed 
.himfelf in  fuch  a  manner, .that  the  Ruffians  did 
not  venture  to  make  any  attempt  upon  Berlin. 
He  continually  watched  their  army ;  a  part  of 
which,  inftead  of  turning  towards  Brandenburg, 
marched  into  Lufatia,  where  it  joined  that  of  the 

y  3  Auftrians, 
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Auftrians.  Here  the  vidlorious  Soltikof,  for  th« 
firft  time,  met  marfhal  Daun,  and  amidft  re* 
joicings  and  gratulations,  confulted  about  the 
meafures  for  improving  their  fuccefs. 

The  Ruffians  profited  no  more  by  the  advan- 
tages obtained  at  Kunnerfdori,  than  they  had 
done  the  preceding  year  by  the  vi&ory  at  Yaegerf. 
dorf,  but  remained  ftationaiy  in  that  diftri&,  and 
demolifhed,  according  to  cuftom,  being  ever 
intent  on  fpreading  ruin  and  defolation  around 
them,  all  the  flukes  of  the  Frederic- William  canal, 
which  conneds  the  Spree  with  the  Oden 
Marfhal  Daun  was  for  pafling  the  Oder :  but  he 
was  overruled  $  and  thus  furniflied  another  in- 
ftance,  that  the  auftrian  and  ruffian  generals  do  not 
readily  ad  in  concert #.  Soltikof  excufed  himfelf 
by  alleging,  that  he  had  already  done  much  : 
having  in  this  year  alone  twice  routed  the  Pruf- 
fians,and  thereby  extremely  reduced  his  numbers, 
while  the  great  auftrian  army  had  remained 
totally  ina&iye  j  and  that  therefore  he  ought  not 

*  This  diflike  to  the  Auftrians  might  probably  be  in  part 
afcribed  to  the  complaints  whjch>  in  the  feven  year  war,  the 
court  of  "Vienna  was  perpetually  making  againft  the  ruffian 

1 

generals  at  that  of  Peterfburg.  This  being  at  length  per- 
ceived by  the  former,  attempts  were  made,  by  flattery  and 
prefents,  to  repair  the  unioh  that  had  been  thus  diflolved  — » 
too  late. 
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to  remove  far  from  Poland,  for  fear  of  being 
diftreffed  by  the  want  of  provifions  for  his  troops. . 
Daun  promifed  to  fend  him  provifions :  a  pro- 
mife  which,  as  the  Ruffians  kept  advancing,  he 
was  unable  to  perform,  efpecially  fince  prince 
Henry  endeavoured  everywhere  to  deftroy  the 
auftrian  magazines.  Daun,  who  therefore  had 
enough  to  do  to  provide  for  himfelf,  now  offered 
the  Ruffians  money  :  but  Soltikof  fent  him  word 
that  his  foldiers  could  not  eat  money ;  and  as, 
moreover,  .  the  king  was  doing  hisx  utmoft  to 
prevent  the  junction  of  the  Ruffians  with  the 
Auftrians,  Soltikof  retired  to  winter-quarters  in 
Poland,  without  performing  anything  farther. 
His  army  alfo  on  this  retreat  committed 'incre- 
dible outrages  and  cruelties,  burning  villages, 
the  feats  of  noblemen,  and  feveral  towns  in 
Silefia  and  Brandenburg,  fo  that  fmoaking  ruins 
now  likewife  marked  the  way  by  which  they 
abandoned  the  pruffian  territory  *. 

In  the  year  1 760  the  Ruffians  marched  into 
eaftern  Pomerania,  where  they  inverted  Colberg 

*  They  were  refolved,  it  was  faid,  to  leave  the  pruffian 
fubje&s  nothing  hut  air  and  earth,  and  were  actually  making 
preparations  to  put  their  inhuman  threats,  imjuftlfiable  even 
in  war,  into  execution.  Frederic  on  this  occaiion  faid, 
**  We  have  to  do  with  barbarians  who  are  digging  the  grave 
*«  of  humanity." 

y  4  both 
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both  by  land  and  fea,  and  preffed  that  city  with 

a  clofc  and  unremitted  fiege ;  but  again  without 

effeft.     In  the  meantime  another  corps,  under 

the  orders  of  count  Chernichef  entered  Berlin ; 

and  the  king  of  Pruffia  at  lad  faw  his  capita) 

taken  by  his  moil  cruel  enemies,  and  put  to 

ranfom  j  his  native  country  was  wafted  5  they 

took  up  their  quarters  in  his  palaces,  ruined  all 

the  royal  manufa&ories,  emptied  the  arfenal,  and 

would    have   carried    their  wild  outrages  ftill 

farther  againft  the  city  and  its  inhabitants,  ha4 

not  general  Tcrttleben,  who  had  been  formerly 

in  the  pruffian  fervice,  and  lived  fometime  nx 

perlin,  a&ed  the  part  of  a  mediator  between 

them  and  their  enemies,  and  exerted  himfelf  to 

the  utmoft  to  procure  them  a  reprieve.  The  Rufc 

Cans,  however,  nofponer  heard  that  the  king 

was  on  his  march  to  the  fuccour  of  his  diftreffed 

capital,  than  they  turned  about  and  withdrew  to 

Poland,  after  ,the  command  had  been  given  to 

count  Butturlin,  in  confequenceof  an  opinion  that 

prevailed  even  at  St,  Peterfburg,  and  which  had 

been  corroborated   by  accounts  from  Vienna, 

that  it  was*  the  fault  of  the  ruffian  commanders, 

that  the  combined  forces  of  the  two  imperial 

courts  had  atchieved  no  more. 

Again   in   the  following  year   [1761]],    the 
Rufljans  fucceeded  in  effe&ing  a  junftion  with 
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the  Auftrianc  near  Strigau.    v  But  the  want  of 
provifions  feparated  the  two  armies  $  when  the 
Ruffians,  having  re-croffed  the  Oder,  now  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  fortifications  of  Col- 
berg,  which,  though  badly  garrifoned,  had  been 
no  lefs  than  ten  times  fummoned  to  furrender  in 
vain,  and  took  up  their  winter-quarters  in  Pome-' 
rania,  and  the  Neumark.    The  affairs  of  the  king 
of  Pruffia  were  certainly  at  prefent  in  a  far  more 
calamitous  fituation,  than  they  had  been  at  any 
period  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the.  war.    The 
Auftrians  had  fpread  themfelves  over  all  Silefiaj 
while  the  Mark  and  Pomerania  were  fubmitted  to 
the  ravages  of  the  Ruffians  :  nothing  remained  to 
him  but  Saxony.     Frederic  too  felt  his  diftreffes 
more  heavily  than  ever ;   he  became  fuddenly 
referved,  fpeaking  but  little,  even  with  his  mod 
confidential  officers ;  and  feemed  now  to  appre- 
hend that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
utterly  impoffible,  for  him'any  longer  to  make 
head  againft  his  enemies.    But  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  his  condition  feemed  the  mod  hope- 
}efsj  the  death  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  which 
happened  on  the  25th  of  December  1761,  opened 
to   him  all  at  once  a  brighter  profpedt,  and 

refcued  .hiqi  from  a  labyrinth,  out  of  which  he 
could  perceive  no  efcape,  and  from  which  it  is 

hard 
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hard  to  conceive  a  poflible  means  of  being  extri* 
cated  by  any  human  combination  of  events.     So 
unfortunately  circumftanced  were  the  affairs  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  that  his  wifeft  fchemes  and 
happiefl  fuccefles  could  hardly  anfwer  any  other 
end,  than  to  vary  the  fcene  of  his  diftrefs ;  when 
exa&ly  in  this  critical  conjun&ure,  that  unex- 
pected removal*  of  his  inveterate  foe  took  place; 
and  the  very  change  thus  effe&ed  in  the  perfon 
of  the  ruffian  fovereign,  which  fuddenly  fnatched 
him  from  his  lamentable  condition,  at  the  fame 
time  laid  the  bafis  of  that  honourable  peace, 
which  two  years  after  crowned  his  toils,  and 
completely  annihilated  the  plans  and  machina- 
tions of  his  numerous  enemies. 

Elizabeth,  as  emprefs,  governed  but  little  of 
herfelf;    it  being   properly   her    minifters  and 
favourites   who    di&ated   her    regulations    and 
decrees.      Of  this  number,  befides  Beftuchef* 
was  alfo  Razumoffky,  to  whom,  as  was  faid,  the 
emprefs  was  even  privately  married.      At  the 
beginning  of  her  reign,  it  is  true,  (he  went  a  few 
times  to  the  fittings  of  the  fenate ;  but  the  mat- 
ters  tranfa&ed  there  were  by  much  too  ferious 
for  her  mind  ;  and,  accordingly,  (he  very  foon 
left  off  that  prattice  altogether,  contenting  her- 
felf by  confirming  with  •  her  fignature  the  refolu- 

tions 
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tions  of  that  affembly,  and  the  determinations  of 
her  minifter,  or  the  conference,  which  fupplied  the 
place  of  the  council. 

Her  chara&er  in  general  was  mild,  as  was 
evident  from  the  tears  it  coft  her  whenever  Ihe 
received  accounts  from  Pruffia  even  of  victories 
gained  by  her  own,  army,  on  account  of  the 
human  blood  by  which  they  muft  neceffarily 
have  been  purchafed.  Yet  even  this  delicate 
fenfibility  did  not  reftrain  her  from  profecuting 
the  war  which  (he  had  entered  into  from  a 
fpecies  of  revenge,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  hum- 
bling the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  even  on  her 
death-bed  from  exhorting  the  perfons  about  to 
the  mod  vigorous  continuation  of  it.  It  alfo 
proceeded  from  this  fenfibility,  that  immediately 
on  her  acceffion  to  the  government  fhe  made 
the  vow  never  to  put  her  fignatjire  to  a  fentence 
of  death.  A  refolution  which  (he  faithfully 
kept  j  though  it  cannot  be  averred  to  have  been 
for  the  benefit  of  the  empire :  fince  in  confe- 
rence of  it  the  number  of  malefa&ors  who 
deferved  to  die  was  every  day  increafing,  info- 
much  that  even  the  clergy  requefted  the  emprefs 
to  retraQ:  her  vow,  at  the  fame  time  urging 
proofs  that  they  could  releafe  her  from  it.  All 
the  arguments  they  could  ufe,  however,  were 
pf  no  avail  to  move  the  ebnfeientious  monarch  j 

.         -      fhe 
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fte  would  not  give  effeft  to  any  fentence  of 
death  *,  although  the  commanders  in  the  army 
particularly  would  have  been  glad  that  her  con- 
ference had  yielded  a  little  on  that  point.  They 
declared  that  the  foldiers  were  not  to  be  re- 
ftrained  from  their  exceffes  by  the  fevereft  cor- 
poral punifliments  they  could  employ ;  whereas 
fuch  was  their  dread  of  a  folemn  execution,  that 
a  few  examples  of  that  nature  would  have  effec- 
tually kept  them  in  awe. 

Commerce  and  literature,  arts,  manufactures, 
handicrafts,  and  the  other  means  of  livelihood, 
which  had  been  foftered  by  tfie  former  fove- 
Teigns,  continued  their  courfe  under  Elizabeth 
'  with  increafing  profperity.  The  country-pro- 
duds  were  obtained  and  wrought  up  in  greater 
quantities,  and  feveral  branches  of  profit  were 
more  zealoufly  carried  on.  The  fum  appointee! 
for  the.  fupport  of  the  academy  of  fciences 
founded  by  Peter  I.  at  St.  Peterfburg,  was  con- 

*  It  is  true,  that,  in  lieu  of  capital  executions,  punifh- 
ments  were  infli&ed  far  more  terrible  than  death,  as  for 
example,  the  tearing  out  the  tongue  by  the  roots,  The 
commandant  at  Rogervyk  had  ufually  ten  thoufand  male- 
factors under  his  care,  all  of  them  mockingly  mutilated, 
either  by  having  the  tongue  torn  out,  or  the  fides  of  the 
noftrils  cut  away  by  red-hot  pincers,  or  their  ears  cut  off, 
or  their  arins  twifled  behind  them  by  diflocation  at  the 
jhjuluers,  &c. 

fiderably 
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fiderably  augmented  by  Elizabeth,  and  fhe  more- 
over eftablifhed  in  1758  the  academy  ftill  fubfift- 
ing  for .  the  arts  of  painting  and  fcuipture,  in? 
which  a  number  of  young  perfons  are  brought 
up  as  painters,  engravers,  ftatuaries,  archite&s* 
and  the  like.  At  Mofco  fhe  endowed  an  univer- 
fity  and  two  gymnafiums. 

The  emprefs  Elizabeth  herfelf  having  a  good 
yoice,  mufic,  which  .Anne,  had  already  much  en- 
couraged, found  under  her  adminiftration  a  per~ 
petual  acceffion  of  difciplcs  and  admirers ;  fo 
that  even  numbers  of  perfons  -  of  diftin&ion  at 
St.  Peterfburg  became  excellent  performers. 
The  art  of  afting  plays  was  now  alfo  more, 
general  among  the  Ruffians.  Formerly  none 
bufcfrench  or  kalian  pieces  were  performed  on 
the  ftage  of  St,  Peterfburg,  whereas  now  Su* 
marokof  obtained  celebrity  as  a  dramatic  poet 
in  his  native  language,  and  in  1756  Elizabeth / 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  ruffian  theatre  in  he* 
refidence.  —  Archite&ure,  likewife,  found  a 
great  admirer  and  patronefs  in  her,  Peterfburg 
and  its  vicinity  being  indebted  to  her  far-  great 
embellifhments  and  numerous  ftru&ures. 

The  magnificence  which'  had; prevailed -under 
Anne  at  the  court  of  St;  Peterfburg  was  not 
diminifhed  during  her  reign,  and  the  court  rfla* 

blifhment 
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blifhment  therefore  ampunted  to  exttzotdlnztf 
jams.  Elizabeth,  indeed,  in  this  refpeft  did 
aot  imitate  her  great  father;  and  accordingly: 
in  the  feven-year  war  the  want  of  a  well-ftored 
treafury  was  already  very  fenfibly  felt. 

The  population  of  the  empire  was  confider* 
ably  increafed  under  her  ;  and  fo  early  as  1752, 
according  to  the  ftatement  in  an  account  pub* 
lifted  by  an  official  perfon  it  was  augmented  by 
one  fifth. 

Elizabeth  continued  the  pra&ice  of  her  prede- 
ceffors  in  encouraging  foreigners  to  come  and 
fettle  in  her  empire.  Emigrant  Servians  culti- 
vated a  confiderable  trad  of  land,  till  then 
almoft  entirely  uninhabited,  on  the  borders  of 
Turkey,  where  they  built  the  town  of  Elizabeth- 
gorod,  and  multiplied  fo  faft,  that  more  recently 
[17643  a  particular  diftrift  was  formed  of  thefe 
improvements,  under  the  name  of  New  Servia. 
Only  the  jews  Elizabeth  was  no  lefs  refolute 
pot  to  tolerate  than  her  father  had  been ;  info- 
much  that  fo  early  in  her  reign  as  1743  they 
were  ordered  to  quit  the  country  on  pain  of 
death.    ' 

The  army  was  augmented  under  Elizabeth; 
improved,  however,  certainly  not.  There  were 
now  no  longer  at  the  head  of  it  fuch  men  as  the 

foreigners 
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foreigners  Munich,  Keith,  or  Lcevendal  * ;  who* 
befides  their  perfonal  courage  and  intrepidity, 
poffeffed  the  founded  principles  of  the  art  of 
war ;  and,  what  is  of  no  lefs  confequence  In  a 
commander,  kept  up  a  ftrid  difcipline,  and  took 
care  that  the  laws  of  fubordination  were  punc- 
tually obferved.  The  exceffive  licence  which 
the  regiments  of  guards,  particularly  the  life- 
company  of  the  preobajenfkoy  guards,  prefumed 
to  exercife,  under  the  .very  eyes  of  the  emprefs  in 
St.  Peterfburg,  afforded  no  good  example  to  the 
reft  of  the  army ;  and  Elizabeth,  in  appointing 
thofe  foldiers  of  that  life-company,  who  had 
been  mod  guilty  of  flagrant  diforders  and  the 
bafeft  conduct,  to  be  officers  in  the  marching 
regiments,  gives  us  no  very  high  idea  of  what: 
was  required  in  an  officer,  but  rather  ferves 
eafily  to  explain  whence  it  arofe  that  fuch  fre- 
quent complaints  were  made  of  infubordination. 
—  A  great  number  of  excellent  regulations 
that  had  been  introduced  into  the  army,  and 

*  Munich  was  in  Siberia ;  Keith  was  gone  into  the 
p ruffian,  and  Lcevendal  into  the  french  fervice.  The  em- 
prefs greatly  regretted  the  lofs  of  the  two  latter  $  and  un- 
quefUonably  they  were  the  beft  generals  of  her  army,  but 
they  were  often  obliged  to  put  up  with  affronts  from  the 

native   Ruffians  under  Elizabeth,  and  had  no  friend  in 
Beftuchef. 

always 
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always  enforced  by  foreigners,  efpecially  by 
Munich,  were  fuffered  by  the  ruffian  generals 
to  fail  into  total  difufe ;  the  bad  effe&s  of  which 
negligence  were  very  foon  perceived :  and  it  was 
undoubtedly  a  circumftance  highly  favourable 
to  the  ruffian  troops,  that  for  feveral  years  ftlc- 
ceflively  in  the  war  which  we  have  had  occafion 
fo  often  to  mention,  they  had  to  engage  with 
fuch  a  matter  in  the  military  art  as  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  and  by  their  conflifts  with  him,  as  well 
as  by  their  conne&ion  with  the  auftrian,  and  in 
the  fequel  with  the  pruffian  foldiery,  they  had 
an  opportunity  for  learning  fo  many  things  arid 
of  forming  themfelves  into  regular  combatants  *• 
As  foldiers,  the  Ruffians,  even  in  the  feven-year 
war,  difplayed  great  perfonal  bravery,  generally 
oppofing  the  enemy  with  the  utmoft  obftinacyL 
**  Thefe  fellows  may  be  killed,  it  is  true,M 
Frederic  once  obferved,  "  but  they  can  never 

*  Thus,  for  example,  in  an  engagement  with  the  Pruf* 
fians,  they  drew  up  in  the  fame  order  of  battle  as  they  ob- 
ferved hi  their  wars  with  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  forming 
the  whole  army  into  a  quadrangle,  in  the  centre  of  which 
was  the  baggage*  But  the  cannon  balls  made  dreadful 
havoc  with  troops  fo  clofcly  compreffed;  one  fingle  fhot  ia 
jTaid  to  have  either  killed  or  wounded  42  men  of  a  regiment 
of  grenadiers.  —  In  fighting  againft  Tartars,  who  have  in 
part  no  other  arms  than  arrows,  this  order  of  battle  may 
perhaps  be  advantageous. 

5  "  ** 
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u  be  conquered ;"  for  they  flood  like  ramparts, 
defended  themfelves  valiantly  at  their  pods, 
tod  frequently  would  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
cut  in  pieces  rather  than  fall  back  an  inch. 
But  when  once  they  were  thrown  into  difor- 
der,  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  any  officer  to 
bring  them  to  rally  and  (land  their  ground ; 
they  then  began  to  fall  upon  the  brandy  cafks 
among  the  baggage,  With  which  -  they  made 
themfelves  fo  beaftly .  drunk  that  they  fired  and 
cut  at  their  officers  who  were  endeavouring  to 
reftore  order  among  them,  or  they  difperfed 
themfelves  over  the  fcene  of  adtion  to  ranfack 
the  villages  and  rob  the  inhabitants,  where  they 
often  met  death  asf  a  reward  for  their  impru- 
dence. Thus  it  was  ufual  for  them,  by  their 
behaviour  in  the  field  of  battle*  in  the  camp,  and 
in  their  quarters,  to  give  a  ftriking  example  of 
what  a  difciplined  army  ought  not  to  be.  The 
art  of  engaging  with  heavy  artillery  was  more- 
over that  particular  branch  of  military  Tcience, 
wherein  the  Ruffians  had  always  been  moft  ex- 
pert, and  the  fife  of  their  cannon  ft  ruck  terror 
into  the  enemy.  One  of  their  generals,  count 
Shuvalof,  had,  fhortly  before  the  feven-year  war 
broke  out,  invented  a  new  kind  of  howitzer 
which  produced  the  greateft  effe&,  and  in  the 
feveral  engagements  with  the  Pruffians,  was 
volv  11.  z  employed 
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employed  greatly  to  the   diftdvah*age  eff  the 
latter, 

Elizabeth  tarnifhed  her  reign  *  by  the  infti- 
tut ion  of  a  political  court  of  inquffi^ionj  utfi&r 
the  name  of  a  fecrefc  flat  e- chancery,  fefftp6w*r£d 
tb  examine  into  and  punifli  all  fuch  charges 
brought  before  it  as  related  to  the  e&preffiofo  *>f 
any  kind  of  difpleafure  with  the  meafures  of  go- 
vernment. This,  as  is  ufual  in  all  fuch  c&fe$, 
ceiled  a  door  to  the  vileft  pra&ices :  the  loweft 
and  moft  profligate  of  mankind  were  now  em- 
ployed as  fpies  and  informers^  who  Werfe  paid 
for  their  denunciations  and  calumnies,  for  bear- 
ing witnefs  againft  the  mod  virtuous  chaft'&eft, 
if  they  happened  by  a  look,  by  a  (hrug  bf  the 
lhoulder&,  by  a  few  harmlefs  wofrds,  to  figftify 
their  difapprobfction  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
fovereign,  as  was  frequently  the  cafe,  especially 
on  the  p&rt  which  Elizabeth  took  ih  the  war 

*  T£e  barbarities  of  the  ruffian  troops  in  the  territories 
of  the  king  of  Pruilia  were  Committed  indeed  during  her 
•  reign ;  but  in  this  refpeft  fhe  may  perhaps  be  thought  m 
fome  degree  excufable,  as  thefe  horrors  were  perpetrated 
without  her  knowledge,  ft  was  at  leaft  not  her  will  that 
'  her  troops  ifhould  behave  in  fttch  a  manner.  She  had  given 
proper  orders  for  a  store  honourable  treatment  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  hoftiie  countries  —  only  thefe  orders  met 
with  the  fame  fate  that  many  thoufands,  both  before  and 
fmce,  have  had,  that  of  not  being  obeyed. 

againft 
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againft  Frederic  II.  Sons  might  impeach  their 
fathers,  debtors  their  creditors,  and  thus  the' 
prifons  Were  frequently  insufficient  to  contain  the 
number  of  thofe  who  were  accufed  of  a  want  of 
refpett  for  the  government,  and  of  fomre  feditious 
fpeech,  as  every  flight  ftriftute  was  immedi- 
ately called.  —  Elizabeth  evinced,  efpecially  in. 
the  latter  years  of  her  life,  great  apprehenfions 
and  alarms,  as  if  afraid  that  fhe  fliould  meet  a 
Omtiar  fote  with  that  fhe  had  brought  upon 
Anne  j  and  is  faid  therefore  to  have  more  than 
once  curfed  the  mertiory  of  thofe  who  firft  con* 
ceived  the  thought  of  chacing  princes  from  their 
tfirtmes.  —  She  is  univerfally  repotted  to  havi 
indulged,  but  more  particularly  for  fome  years 
before  her  death,  in  the  moft  unbounded  intem- 
perance and  fenfaality :  however,  fhe  continued 
in  the  uridifturbed  and  tranquil  enjoyment  of 
her  exalted  ftation  to  the  laft  day  of  her  life. 
At  that  period  Charles  Peter  Ulric,  or,  as  h^ 
is  ftyled  in  his  quality  of  emperor,  Peter  IH. 
peaceably  and  legitimately  acceded  to  the  ruffian 
crown  as  her  declared  fucceffor. 

Peter  III.  was  the  only  fon  of  Gharles  Fre- 
deric duke  of  Holftein,  by  the  princefs  Anne, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great  and  Cathe- 
rine L  He  was  born  at  Kiel,  in  1728;  his 
parents  having  thought  it  prudent  to  quit  Ruffia 

z  2  i>n 
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on  the  death  of  Catharine  I.  their  affectionate 
mother.     Soon  after  Peter's  birth  his  mother 
Anne  departed  this  life-  —  His  father  on  the 
demife  of  Charles  XH.  had  every  reafonable  ex* 
pe&ation  of  being  king  of  Sweden.     Had  the 
life  of  Charles  been  protrafred,  and,  as  from 
his  little  propenfity  to  the  female  fex  there  was 
room  to  expeft,  had  not  married,  then  probably 
the  duke   would  have  been  his  fiicceflbr;  but 
that  monarch  being  fuddenly  killed  'by  a  fhot 
before  Frederikftiall,  the  views  of  Charles  Fre- 
deric on  the  fwedifli  throne  immediately  vaniihed, 
though,  as  the  fon  of  Charles's  elder  fifter,  he 
had  the  neareft  right.     Ulrica^  younger  fifter  of 
Charles,  took  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and  the 
difappointed  duke  repaired  td  Ruflia.      Peter  I. 
would  gladly  have  helped  him  in  the  recovery 
of  his  right ;  but  his  exertions  were  fruitlefs ; 
and   that  foverergij  was   even  obliged,  at   the 
^treaty   of  Nyftadt,  to  promife   not  to  meddle 
either  dire£tly  or  indireftly  in  the  fucceflfon  of 
Sweden.     The  duke>  was  however  hufband  of 
the  princefs  Anne,  and  had  fome  hope  to  fee, 
on  the  death  of  Catharine  I.  his  wife*  perhaps, 
GatharineY  eldeft  daughter,  eroprefs  of  Ruffia: 
but  this  hope  alfo  was  defeated.     Mentthikof, 
in  order  to  keep  up  his  cbnfequence  in  the  ad- 
minift ration,  had  fo  contrived  that  the  young 

Peter 
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Peter  was  named  as  fucceflbr  in  Catharine's  wiH, 
to  whom,  only  in  cafe  he  fliould  die  childlefs, 
Anne  was  to  fucceed  ;  and,  that  this  cafe  might 
not  eafily  happen,  Mentflrikof  refolved  to  marry 
Peter  early*      Never thelefsy   as   Peter   a&ually 
died  unmarried  and  without  heirs,  Anne  might 
certainly  have  appealed  to  Catharine's  teftament 
in  fupport  of  her  claims  to  the  vacant  throne. 
But  ihe  was  now  no   longer  alive,    and   her 
hufband  the  duke,  who  lived  in  perfeft  retire- 
ment,  feeing  the  pretenfions  alfo  of  his  fon  Peter 
now  totally  fruftrated  by  the  ele&ion  of  Anne 
dowager  duchefs  of  Courland,  brought  him  up 
in  a  manner  befitting  a  prince  of  the  petty  do- 
mains of  Holftein-Gottorp,  as  fortune  feemed 
to  have  cut  him  off  from  all  hope6  of  acquiring 
a  grander  throne,     Peter's  education,  therefore, 
at  Kiel,  firft  under  the  care  of  his  father,  and 
then  under  that  of  his  uncle,  duke  Adolphus 
Frederic,  bifliop  of  Lubeck  *,  was  fuch  as  pro- 
mifed  to  qdalify  him  for  an  able  and  worthy 
ruler  of  his  little  patrimony  $  when  all  at  once 
in  his  fourteenth  year,  the  moft  brilliant  prd- 
fpedt,  that  of  being  one  day  monarch  of  the 
vail  ruffian  empire,  opened  upon  him.     Eliza- 
beth,  the  maternal  aunt  of  Peter,  fent  for  the 

*  Afterward*  king  of  Sweden. 

z  3  young 
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young  prince  to  St.  Peterfburg;  and,  on  his 
arrival  there,  after  he  had  publicly  made  pro- 
feffion  of  the  greek  communion,  proclaimed 
him  grand-duke  of  Ruffia,  and  her  fuccefibr  to 
the  imperial  diadem.  The  fame  year,  likewife, 
the  Swedes  had  ele&ed  him  their  king :  an 
honour  which  be  declined  to  accept ;  and  re- 
mained in  Ruffia.  ,  Thus  therefore  the  fon  pre- 
sumed to  rejeft  that  crown  for  which  the  father 
had  contended  in  vain;  and  in  lien  thereof 
obtained  the  reverfion  of  a  ftill  mightier  realm, 
xghich  the  father  had  fuppofed  to  be  loft  to  him 
fpr  ever. 

Elizabeth  thep  a&ed  fo  far  entirely  as  became 
a  relation  to  her  nephew ;  and  fhe  really  had 
a<  cordial  affe&on  for  the  young  prince.  But 
certainly  much  more  was  incumbent  on  her  ~ 
than  fimply  the'  calling  of  him  to  Ruffia,  if  fhe 
intended  to  form  him  for  a  fovereign,  capable 
qf  being  one  day  a  bleffing  to  himfelf  and  to 
his  people  as  her  immediate  fucceflbr.  Here, 
however,  (he  wa,s  unpardonably  negligent.  In- 
ftead  of  giving  Peter  an  opportunity  for  ftudying 
the  train  of  ftate  buiinefs  in  fo  extenfive  a 
monarchy  as  that  of  Ruffia,  fhe  kept  him  at  a 
diftance  from  whatever  related  to.  the  affairs  of 
government.  Diftruft  and  jealoufy  which  evil-- 
minded perfons  endeavoured  to  excite  and  to 

foment 
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foment  very  foon  begot  3  cqolnefe  between  tijte 
aunt  and  the  nephew  ;  and  Elizabeth  more  and. 
more  narrowed  the  fphere  of  Peter's  aSdvity, 
inftead  of  guiding  it,  as  ft*?  ought  to  have  done, 
to  obje&s  worthy  of  a  future  fovereigp.  She 
even  fiiffered  him  frequently  to  be  in  great  want 
of  money.  No  employment  Was  therefore  left 
for-  Peter,  except  the  military.  He  was  diligent 
irt  exercifing  the  guards ;  but  occupied  himfelf 
principally  with  a  ftnall  body  ,of  hoiftein  troops 
that  were  quartered  in  Oranienbaum,  and  to 
whom  he  was  more  attached,  as  his  country- 
men, than  to  the  Ruffians,  and  they  in  return 
fliewed  greater  fidelity  and  devotion  to  him. 

This  reciprocal  want  of  confidence  betweea 
Elizabeth  and  Peter  continued  with  increafing 
effects,  but  more  particularly  in  the  firft  years  of 
the  war  of  1756.  Peter,  who  had  been  perfon- 
aUy  acquainted  with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  enter- 
tained an  unbounded  reverence  for  that  mo- 
narch :'  he  could  imagine  nothing  more  valuable 
thanliis  friendship  ;  of  which  Frederic  alfo  gave 
many  teftimonies  to  Peter,  and  the  grand-duke 
fuffered  no  opportunity  to  pafs,  in  which  he 
could  evince  his  veneration  for  his  royal  friend;* 
*Fhefe  fentiments,  fo  entirely  cppofite  to  thofe  of 
Elizabeth,  neceflarily  engendered  parties  m  the 
court  j  and  it  could  not  be  agreeable   to  the* 

z  4  emprefc 
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emprefs,  who  wiflied  from  her  heart  to  render 
all  her  fubje&s  the  implacable  enemies  of  the 
Pruffians,  that  even  her  fucceffor  fhould  fet  the 

4 

example  of  difapproving  her  proceedings  againft 
Frederic.  When  the  ruffian  army  gained  a 
vi£tory  over  the  Pruffians,  and  a  thankfgiv- 
ing  was  kept  for  it  in  Ruffia,  Peter  never 
appeared  at  the  folemnity $  but  endeavoured,  by 
publiflring  more  authentic  accpunts  of  the  loffes 
fuftained  by  the  Ruffian$,  to  abate  the  joy  of  the 
fubjetts :  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  king  of 
Pruffia  defeated  the  Ruffians,  he  celebrated  the 
day  in  feftivity  with  his  foldiei-s  and  companions 
at  Oranienbaum.  This  ft r iking  partiality  of  the 
grand-duke  for  the  pruffian  hero  may  very  eafily 
be  fuppofed  to  have  raifed  apprehenfions  in  the 
mind  of  Elizabeth  left  Peter  fhould,  perhaps, 
by  putting  all  to  the  flake,  as  (he  had  done 
before,  get  poffeffion  pf  the  throne;  to  which 
flie  was  inclined  to  fufpeft  that  Frederic  might 
furnifh  him  with  the  beft  advice.  But  Peter 
was  not  a  man  to  bring  fuch  a  defign  to  bear,  if 
the  plan  of  it  had  been  fuggefted  to  him :  he 
had  neither  courage  nor  refolution  enough  for 
it,  as  was  afterwards  feen  at  his  detrufion  from 
the  throne.  Thus  much,  however,,  may  fafofy 
|be  affirmed,  that  Elizabeth's  diffolution  caufed 
him  no  extreme  regret,  though  certainly  not  fo 

much 
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much  becaufe  he  was  delivered  by  it  from  his 
vjery  confined  fituation,  as  becaufe  he  now  obr 
twined  the  opportunity  of  givipg  the  king  of 
Pruflia  a  more  explicit  and  unequivocal  proof  of 
his  friendfhij?  and  efteem,  by  putting  an  end 
to  the  war  carried  on  againft  him,  than  he  had 
been  hitherto  able,  by  the  important  fervices  he 
had  rendered  him  during  the  war,  and  in  enr 
deavouring  in  various  ways,  and  as  far  as  pof- 
fible,  to  alleviate  the  preffure  of  it. 

He  fent  to  inform  Frederic  of  his  acceflion 
to  the  throne ;  and  the  king,  not  content  with 
barely  felicitating  him  on  the  event,  communi- 
cated to  him  his  earneft  defire  to  enter  on  a 
negotiation  for  peace  with  him.  Though  Peter 
inherited  the  crown  from  Elizabeth,  he  did  not 
inherit  with  it  her  animofity  againft  Pruflia, 
and  therefore  immediately  fettled  an  armiftice 
with  Frederic  :  he  next  addreffed  himfelf  to  the 
allies  of  his  empire  to  bring  about  a  general 
peace  with  Pruflia  j  and,  on  their  refilling  to 
hearken  to  his  propofals*,  he  prefently  after 
concluded  a  feparate  peace  between  the  courti 
of  St.  Peterfburg  and  Berlin,  by  the  terms 
whereof  Frederic  had  reftitution  of  all  that 
jthe  ruffian  troops  had  captured  in  his  dominions. 

*  For  the  anfwers  given  by  the  feveral  courts  and  other 
ftate  papers  during  this  reign,  fee  Life  of  Catharine  II. 
fol.  i.  Appendix. 

Though 
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Though  this  was  already  much  more  than  the 
pruflian  monarch  could  have  expefted^  yet  Peter 
flopped  not  here,  but  dire&ly  proceeded  even 
to  declare  hhnfelf  the  friend  and  ally  of  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  and  at  the  fame  time  lent  orders  to 
his  troops  to  join  the  Pruffians,  where  they  were 
to  aft  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  king* 
Thus  the  two  powers,  from  the  moft  inveterate* 
enemies,  were  now  not  only  friends  but  eve» 
allies.  A  change  which  indeed  excited  univer- 
jfal  aftonifhment,  and  at  firft  feemed  incredible  even 
to  the  contending  armies,  though  it  prefently 
impr'efied  itfelf  on  them  as  an  undeniable  fa£L 
Frederic,  however,  did  not  make  ufe  of  the 
Ruffians  at  this  time :  they  once  afforded  him 
fignal  fervice,  though  not  till  after  Peter's  death, 
$nd  then  not  fo  much  by  participation  as  by 
their  inactivity,  as  may  be  feen  from  the  hiftory 
of  his  fucceffor. 

By  this  peace  the  emperor  did  not  acquire 
many  thanks  from  his  country,  as  they  con? 
ceived  he  had  afted  too  generoufly,  and  given 
away  too  much.  The  rejoicings  were  infinitely 
greater  on  account  of  the  abolition  of  the  fecret 
ftate-chancery,  and  the  recall  of  all  thofe  who  had 
been  baniflied  under  the  former  *  adminiftratio&s 

*  Thus  IJiren,  Munich,  and  Leftocq  now  obtained  their 
freedom. 

as 
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as  the  viftims  of  policy,  or  of  the  felfifh  paflions 
of  the  rulers,  and  the  intrigues  of  their  minifters. 
The  a&ivity  of  Peter's  mind  feemed  now  to, 
expand  with  his  elevation ;  and  the  ftate  of  inac- 
tion in  which  Elizabeth  had  kept  her  nephew, 
was  fucceeded  by  a  vigilance  and  energy  highly 
honourable  to  the  monarch.     He  enafted  feveral 
new  ftatutes,  and  made  many  falutary  regulations. 
Thus,  in  alleviation  of  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
he  lowered  the  price  of  fait ;  gave  the  ruffian 
nobility,  whom  he  considered  as  ftill  in  want  of 
ibnle  farther   polifli,   permiffion  to  enter  into 
foreign  fervice  to  improve  themfelves  in  military 
exercifes,  and  to  vifit  foreign  courts  to  correct 
and  enlarge  their  notions ;  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  commerce  he  leffened  the  duties  in  the 
livonian  ports,    and  inftimted  a   loan-bank  to 
abate  the  preflure  of  exceffive  ufury.     He  dili- 
gently vifited  the  feveral  official  departments  of 
government,  was  induftrious  in  his  application 
to  ftate  affairs,  received  petitions  with  his  own 
haad  • —  by  all  which  he  excited  the  general 
hope    that    the  empire   would    be  profperous 
during   his    reign.      Yet,    notwithftanding  hig 
activity,  through  which  a  certain  hearty  good- 
will to  be  ufeful  to  his  country  was  manifeftly  ap- 
parent,.!^ (hewed,  by  his  behaviour  towards  his 
wife,  who  greatly  excelled  him  in  intelle&ual 
endowments,   by  hi&  prominent  partiality  fbr 

the 
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the  Germans,  by  the  hafty  regulations  be  in* 
troduced  among  the  troops,  particularly  the 
guards,  by  his  attempts  to  reform  the  church 
and  the  clergy,  by  his  perfeft  indifference  for 
popular  opinions  and  prejudices,  by  his  in- 
veterate hatred  to  Denmark,  and  by  the  war 
he  proje&ed  for  the  pacification  of  it,  that 
be  had  not  the  art  of  calculating  the  confe- 
quences  of  his  *  aftions  as  a  fovereign,  and  of 
combining  with  his  aftivity  the  neceffary  quali- 
ties of  wifdom  and  prudence.  It  was  this  want 
of  prudence,  which  appeared  on  fo  many  occa- 
fions,  though  it  was  doubly  neceffary  to  him  as  a 
german  prince  on  the  ruffian  throne,  that  in- 
volved  him  in  his  fubfequent  misfortunes,  and 
finally  brought  on  his  ruin ;  fo  that  he  was  de- 
throned without  the  lead  oppofition. 

Elizabeth  had  taken  care  early  to  provide  a 
fit  match  for  her  nephew  the  grand-duke  Peter. 
Her  firft  choice,  as  flie  was  then  in  peace  and 
amity  with  Frederic,  was  direfted  to  the  princefs 
Amelia  of  Pruffia,  After  to  the  king,  as  a  con- 
|brt  for  her  fucceffor.  Frederic,  however,  de- 
clined this  honour ;  and,  in  return  for  the  con- 
fidence repofed  in  him,  took  the  liberty  to  fug- 
ged, that  the  princefs  Augufta  Sophia  Frederica, 
of  Anhalt-Zerbft,  a  relation  of  the  grand-duke 
would  be  a  fuitable  match  :  the  connexion  was 
accordingly  brought  about,  Leftocq  having  a 

principal 
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principal,  fhare  ixi  the  negotiation.    This  princefs, 
therefore,  came  to  .Ruffia.  in  1 744,  was  baptized 
into  the  greek  church  >  receiving  at  the  cere-* 
mony  the  name  of  Ekatatina  Alexievna,  and 
was  married  to  Peter  on  the  firft  of.  September 
1745.     The  new-married   couple  agreed  togc-, 
ther  very  well,  at  :;faft;  but  this  marriage  cer- 
tainly was  not  <r&\yne$l  .wit h  that  complete,  and 
permanent  unk>iU- which  is  foundedpn  a  firnilgpity 
of  fentiment  apd  chara&§*;- ,  Peter t/\y$s .  rather, 
ungleafing  and  coarfe  ia  his  mafnoers  ;  and  had 
fallen  into  habits ,  of  intemperance  2  as  thefe  wei'e 
highly  difagreeable  to  Catharine,  it  was  no  diffi- 
cult  matter  for  the  court-cabal  to  weaken  ftill 
more  the  little  affe&ion  that  fubfifted  between 
them,  till  at  laft  a  mutual  coldnefs  and  averfioii 
enfued.  Peter  had  ceafed  to  fliew  any  indulgence* 
efpecially  fince .  he  became  emperor,  and  indeed 
to  obferve  any  decorum  towards  his   fpoufe; 
affronted  and  infulted  her  both  <in  public  *  and 
in  private,  thereby  continually  more  and  more . 
alienating  her  from  him,  and  even  talked  openly 

* 

of  repudiating  her,  and  of  difinheriting  her  fon. 
His  enemies,  of  whom  he  had  a  great  many  at 
court,  failed  not  to  reprefent  his  behaviour  to 

'  *  She  was  obliged,  for  in  (lance,  to  confer  the  order  of 
-St.  Catharine  on  the  countefs  Elizabeth  Vdrontzof,  with 
whom  he  carried  on  an  intrigue. 

the 
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th£  emprefs  in  the  moft  odioufc  lights  to  fen  her 
difHke  to  him,  to  infpire  her  with  a  drfead  of 
him,  and  by  thefe*  means  *6  prepare  littr  for 
adopting  thofe  meaftrres,  which  thfcy  r^prfeferiJftd 
to  Irer  as  the  only  ones  left  to  prdcure  a  deliver- 
ance. 

Peter  was  a  German*  arid  ^as  fo  little  ac- 
quainted tHth  the  art  of  cheating  his  predilec- 
tion for  his  countrymen*  fo  plainly  mani&fted 
on  all  occafiohs  his  contettipt  for  the  Ruffians, 
that  it  was  utterly  imptiffible  fo?  him  ever  to  gpSn 
the  attachitfent  and  aflfe&ion  of  the  hatiott  fee 
governed.  By  his  general  cohduft,  and  p&ti- 
cukrly  by  his  inordinate  admiration  of  whateHrfet 
Was  pruffian,  fee  injured  hnhfelf  moft  wi$  thfe 
froops,  and  efpecially  with  the  guard*.  The 
ruffian  army  had  in  the  laft  yekr  feVeral  titties 
defeated  the  Pruflians :  and'  though  thefe  vlfto- 
Ties  were  always  more  to  be  afcribed  to  *thfe  fujte- 
ribrity  in  numbers  of  the  hiflian  forces,  tftan  to 
their  greater  dexterity  in  the  art  of  war,  yet  it 
was  obvious  to  every  man,  that  the  Ruffians, 
confidering  themfelves  as  coftquefors  of  Ae 
Pruflians,  would  naturally  boaft  of  being  better 
fotdiers  than  the  Pruflians.  But  Peter,  notwifh- 
fianding,  conduced  himfelf  as  the  difciple,  as  a 
general  of  the  king  of  Prufiia,  paraded  frequently 
in  the  pruffian  uniform*  having  already,  while 

grand- 
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grand-duke,  exercifed  his  holftein  troops  ia  the 
prufftan  methods,  and  refolved  now,  on  bfemfc 
emperor,  to  form  the  whole  ruffian  army,  on  thfe 
model  of  the  pruffian,  made  a  beginning  with 
*  the  guards,  gave  his  uncle,  prince  I^ewis  of  Hol- 
ftein, the* chief  command  of  them,  intending 
through  him  and  his  holftein  officers  to  effefl:  a 
thorough  reform  in  the  military.  The  regi- 
ments of  guards,  finding  their  pride  hurt  by 
thefe  proceedings,  murmured  not  a  little.  In. 
addition  to  this,  Peter  difbanded  the  fife*cdm* 
pany  of  the  preobragenfkoi  guards,  who  had 
been  fo  highly  favoured  by  Elizabeth,  that  his 
holftein  foldiers  might  do  the  duty  of  a  liferguard 
about  his  perfon  $  ordered  out  the  guards,  (who 
were  always  kept  in  Peterfburg,  as  the  gar- 
rifon  of  the  refidence,  and  for  guarding  the  im- 
perial palace,)  to  take  the  field  againft  the  Danes. 
Was  it  then  a  matter  of  furprife,  that  the  guards 
were  not  favourable  to  Peter  III.  and  that  they 
did  not  (land  by  him  at  the  revolution  that 
followed  ? 

The  clergy  likewife  took  umbrage  at  the  con- 
duct of  Peter,and  became  his  enemies,  pretending 
to  difcern,  from  the  .whole  of  his  behaviour,  that 
he  was  not  a  true  greek  chriftian.  He  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  proteftant  communion ;  and, 
though  in  his  fifteenth  year  he  had  conformed 

7  to 
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to  the  orthodox  greek  church,  yet  the  change' 
had  beea  not  fo  much  from  convi&ion,  as  for 
form,  and  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe ;  fo 
that,  notwithftanding  he  might  have  made  him- 
fclf  matter  pf  the  obfervances  and  rites  of  the 
greek  church,  yet  in  his  heart  he  had  probably 
retained  his  attachment  to  proteftantifm ;   and 
was  too  little  acquainted  with  the  arts  of  hypo- 
crify,  to  conceal  his  principles.     But,  alas,  he 
wanted  to  bring  about  a  reformation,  exprefTed 
a  defire  to  limit  the  worfhip,  and  leffen  the  num- 
ber of  the  figures  of  faints,  and  required  that  the 
revenues  of  the  facred  order,   particularly  the 
church-lands,  fhould  be  better  managed.     But 
how  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  for  a  ruler  to  fet 
about  the  extirpation  of  reKgious  prejudices,  and 
to  give  new  limits  or  regulations  to  the  authority 
of  the  national  clergy,  all  hiftory  (hews.     Peter 
the  great,  who  made  reforms  in  almofl  every 
department,  was  obliged  in  this  .to  give  up  fe- 
veral  plans  which  he  had  adopted ;  and,  it  was 
referved  for  Peter  III.  to  feel  the  fatal  effe&s  of 
haftily  proceeding  ^  t6  fuch   alterations.      The 
archbifliop   of  Novgorod  refilled:  him  openly ; 
Peter  deprived  him  of  his  dignity :    but,  this 
raifmg  a  clamour  among  the  people,  he,  for  the 
fake  of  preferving  peace,  reftored  the  prelate* 
and  thus  at  once  injured  his  own  caufe,  (hewed 

the 
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the  clergy  the  extent  of  their  influence,  and 
drew  upon  himfelf  the  hatred  of  that  body*  and 
with  it  the  appellation  of  heretic :  an  oppro-  ^ 
brious  epithet,  which  has  never  failed  to  deprive 
every  prince  who  bore  it  of  the  love  of  his  fub- 
je&s,  by  rendering  them  infenfibie  to  his  othe* 
merits,  were  they  ever  fo  great. 

As  Peter  feemed  but  little  inclined  to  accom- 
modate himfelf  to  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  in 
ecclefiaftical  affairs,  which  are  apt  to  be  con* 
founded  with  religion,  he  fhewed  no  lefs  con* 
tempt  for  the  public  opinion  in  other  refpe&s, 
particularly  in  regard  to  his   coronation.     He 
delayed    this    ceremony  from   time    to    time3 
though,  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  it  was  not  till 
the  coronation  had  been  performed  that  he  was 
the  legitimate  ruler  of  the  empire.  *  Even  Fre- 
deric, his  royal  friend,  advifed  him  to  be  crowned 
as  foon  as  poffible :  but  Peter  was  deaf  to  all 
remonftrances,  confidering  it  only  as  an  indiffer- 
ent ceremony  ;  though,  as  .  being  neceffary  and 
important  in   the  judgment  of  the  nation,  it 
would  have  greatly  added  to  his  confequence  and 
dignity. 

Another  circumftance,    by   which  Peter   in* 

curred  the  difpleafure  of  his  people,  was  his  pro* 

je&ed  campaign  againft  the  Danes.     He  refolved 

to  enforce  the  claims  of  his  family  to  the  terri* 

vol.  ii.  A  a  tory 
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tory  of  Schlefvig  which  Denmark  had  entirely 
appropriated,  as  Catharine  I.  had  formerly  re? 
folved  to  do  in  favour  of  his  father.     But  cer- 
tainly this  was  a  rath  undertaking,  unnecefiarily 
involving  R'uflia  in  a  new  and  expensive  war ; 
and  feeming  to  be  not  fo  much  the  concern  of 
the  emperor  of  Ruflia,  as  of  the  duke  of  HoU 
ftein,  rather  as  a  private  controverfy  than  a 
fiate  affair.     Frederic  difiuaded  him  much  from 
this  war  and  offered  his  mediation  :   but  Peter 
was  immovable.      "  I  will   gat  pofleffion  of 
"  the  heritage  of  my  fathers,"  laid  he ;  4C  it  is 
"  of  more  value  to  me  thaji  the  half  of  the 
44  ruffian  empire/'     This  declaration,  however, 
was  not  calculated  to  fatisfy  the  Ruffians,  who  had 
already  {hewn  their  difcontents  in  various  ways  *, 
They  were  angry  th^t  Peter  ha£  given  pp  the  con* 

*  General  Brown,  to  whom  Peter  had  grante4  the  patent 
of  field-marinal,  that  he  might  carry  on  the  war  again  ft  the 
Danes  in  that  character,  told  him  bluntly,  that  this  wai  was 
contrary  to  the  maxims  of  found  policy,  and  the  political 
eonftitution  of  Europe*  Peter  on  this  fnatched  the  patent 
put  of  his  hand,  and  ordered  him  to  quit  Ruflia ;  three  days 
after  he  feat  for  him  back,  took  him  again  into  favour,  and 
difpenfed  him  from  fcrving  in  a  military  capacity  againft 
Denmark,  faying,  "  I  will  fight  alone  for  my  rights." 
Befides,  Denmark  had  long  been  afraid  of  a  rupture  with 
Jtaifia,  and  fome  of  the  ruffian  nobles  were  even  penfioned 
J>y  that  court  for  looking  after  its  interefts  at  Petersburg. 

qupfts 
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quefts  made  by  their  troops Nin  Pruffia,  withouf 
the  flighted  compenfation,  and  for  wanting  to 
rufli  into  a  new  war ;  that  he  had  voluntarily  fur- 
rendered  what  he  had  acquired  there,  and  wiflied 
to  put  it  to  the  fickle  chance  of  war  whether 
he  ftiould  make  ?my  new  acquifitions.  It  was 
no  difficult  matter  for  the  party  in  oppofition  to 
Peter  to.  take  advantage  of  thefe  hoftilities,  for 
which  preparations  were  already  begun,  for 
reprefenting  him  as  always  ready  to  facri- 
fice  the  country's  welfare,  the  bjood  agd  pro* 
perty  of  his  fubjefts,  and  the  treafure  of  the 
empire,  to  his  ftubborn  will  and  felfifh  refentt 
ments. 

At  the  head  of  thcfe  who  now  united  in  a 
confpiracy  to  dethrone  Peter  IN.  were  the  bro^ 
thers  count  Orlofs,  count  Razumoffky  hetman 
of  the  kozaks,  count  Pariin  chief  tutor  of 
the  heir  apparent,  and  the  princefs  Daflikof. 
It  afterwards  appeared  that  the  emprefs  was 
likewife  privy  to  the  plot.  This  confpiracy  was 
as  little  concealed  from  Peter,  as  formerly  Eliza- 
beth's  enterprife  had  been  from  Anne  j  and  Peter 
fliewed  the  fame  unaccountable  carelefnefs  as 
Anne  had  difplayed.  Both  the  englifh  and 
pruffian  minifters  warned  him  frequently  of  it 
and  Frederic  gave  him  feveral  hints  in  his  let- 
ters j  tot  hie  flighted  every  caution  of  this  nature. 
»    ■     .      .  a  a  2  as 
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as  if  perfe&ly  fatisfied  that  he  was  m  no  danger. 
It  is  true  that  fome  ■  of  the  perfons  who  were 
about  him,  particularly  Razumoflky,  cantrip 
buted  much  to  his  carelefnefs  at  firft,  ill  regard 
to  the  plot,  and  to  the  irrefolution  he  afterwards 
fhewed  when  it  was  put  into  execution,  by  pre* 
tending  to  be  his  friends,  while  they  kept  up  an 
intelligence  with  the  oppofite  party,  and  there* 
fore  diffuaded  him  from  embracing  propel  pre* 
cfautionS. 

*  It  is  probable  that  the  foundation  of  the  fcheme 
for  removing  him  from  the  government  was  al* 
ready  laid  while  Elizabeth  was  yet  living;  and, not 
being  able  to  fucceed  in  preventing  him  from  the 
acceffioji  on  the  demife  of  that  princefs,  it  was 
determined  now  to  dethrone  him.  It  was  at 
firft  fettled  to  take  the  time  when  Peter  fhould 
fet  out  with  the  army,  which  he  had  caufed  to 
be  raifed  in  Pomerania  in  order  to  employ  them 
againft  the  Panes,  to  have  declared  him  to  have 
forfeited  the  crown  by  his  abfertce.  This  plan, 
however,  was  attended  with  great  difficulties,  as 
Peter  might  then  gain  over  the  troops,  return  at 
the  head  of  them,  and  takfc  his  throne  by  cott- 
queft.  The  party,  therefore,  deemed  it  better 
not  to  let  him  depart  at  all ;  and,  Accordingly, 
the  s>tfx  of  July  1761,  was  the  day  ofl  which  they 
fuddenly  and  fticcefsfulty  put  their  defign  in 

execution. 
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execution*  Peter  was  at  his  favourite  feat,  the 
imperial  country-palace  of  Oranienbaum,  the 
emprefs  being  at  another,  that  of  Peterhof. 
From  this  place  Catharine  repaired  early  m  thfc 
morning,  attended  by  count  Gregory  Gsegorier 
fitch  Or  (of,  who  commanded  the  ifmailoflky 
regiment  of  guards*  to  Petersburg,  and  pre- 
sented herfelf  as  emprefs,  not  only  to  that  l-egK 
inent,  the  generality  of  whom  had  been  already 
gained  over,  but  aifo  to  the  other  regiments; 
and,  after  making  a  few  fcrupies,  was  acknow- 
ledged as  fuch:  an  acknowledgment  Which 
was  foon  followed  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
nobility  of  St.  Peterfburg,  and  the  jxtfriic  in 
general.  Peter's  uncle,  prince  Lewis,  was  pre* 
paring  to  .adopt  hoftile  meafures,  but  he  was 
prefently  put  out  of  condition  to  effeft  anything* 
About  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  Catherine 
took  the  qath  as  emprefs  *,  in  the  church  of  our 
lady  of  Kazan,  fwearing  to  defend  the  liberties, 
and  the  religion  of  the  Ruffians ;  on  which  /the 
nobility,  the  ifoldiery,  and  the  populace,  did 
homage,  by  taking  the  oath  of  fealty  to  the  new 

•*  The,archbi(hqp  of  Novgorod,  whom  Peter  had  depofed, 
and  then  reftored,  chanted  the  Te  deum  on  this  oceafion* 
How .  greatly  mult  the'  concurrence  of  fuch  a  man  have 
juftified  and  fanftioncd  .the  sntejprife  #f\  Catharine  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people !  x 
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autocratrtix,  who  juftified  heracceffidn  to  rite 
throne  in  a  manifefto  *  prepared  for  that  purpofe* 
Notwithftanding  the  care  that  had  been  taken 
left  Peter  (hould  have  too  early  information  at 
Oranienbaum  of  what  was  paifing  in  St.  Petert 
burg,  an  officer  attached  to  him  found  means  td 
let  him  know  betimes,  that  an  infurre&iotl 
threatened  to  break  out  in  the  refidence  againft 
him.  Peter  — ^  ftill  incredulous  —  inftead  of 
thanking  the  faithful  officer  for  his  kind  intellK 
gence,  ordered  him  to  be  arretted,  remained  in 
J>erfe&  compofure,  fuffering  the  firft  precious 
ttioments,  in  which,  perhaps,  by  adopting  vigor- 
ous meafures,  he  might  have  averted  the  misfor* 
tunes  that  threatened  him,  to  pafs  unemployed, 
calmly  giving  orders  for  his  carriage  to  take  *him 
to  Peter hof,  there  to  celebrate  the  feaft  of  Pfeter 
and  Paul  f.  On  the  road  he  received  the  dreadful 
confirmation  of  what  had  happened,  learnt  that 
his  confort  was  not  at  Peterhof,  fent  meffengers 
forward  to  bring  him  accurate  intelligence  of 
every  tranfa&ion ;  but  * —  none  of  them  coming 

*  Much  was  faicfiti  it  about  the  dangers  which  threatened 
the  empire  and  religion"  from  the  peace  with*  kuffia,  by 
which  the  glory  of  the  country  was  tarniftied,  andvof  the 
injuries  done  to  the  internal  conftitution  of  the  empire. 

•J-  This  falls  on  the  28th  of  June;  which,  according  ta 
our  calendar  is  the  9th  of  July. 

back, 
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back,  he  now  firft  began  to  open  his  eyes  on  the 
fete  that  awaited  him.  Irrefolurion,  perplexity, 
plans  and  proje&s,  formed  one  moment,  and 
hafttly  reje&ed  the  next  as  impra&icable,  now 
fwayed  the  minds  of  Peter  and  his  male  and 
female  attendants  at  Peterhof.  His  trueft  friends 
were  unqueftionably  his  holftein  troops  quartered 
in  Oranienbaum;  amounting  to  about  three 
thoufand  menr  who  were  all  ready  to  facri- 
jfice  their  lives  for  him  and  his  preservation,  if 
he  would  only  bead  them .  and  march  to  Peterf- 
burg*  Marflial  Munich,  being  then  with  him 4 
offered  to  conduft  the  troops j  and  from  a  man 
of  his  (lamp  much  was  to  be  expe&ed.  Peter, 
it  is  true,  adopted  one  refolution  after  another, 
but  in  a  few  minutes  reje&ed  them  all ;  wavering 
to  and  fro  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the.  time  for 
execution  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs  was 
paft  j  and  fo,  as  he  did  not  accept  of  the  offers 
of  the.Holfteiners  to  fight  for  hijn,  another  pro- 
ppfal  to  embark  with  all  fpeed,  and  fail  for 
Pruffia  or  Sweden,  fell  to  the  ground.  With- 
out, therefore,  having  determined  on  anything^ 
he  returned  in  the  morning  of  the  tenth  of  July* 
extrenjely  dejeded  in  mind,  to  his  palace  31 
Oranienbaum ;  while  his  confort,  on  the  fame 
morning,  accompanied  by  her  partizans  and  the 
guards*  whofe  uniform  fhe  wore,  fet  out  for 

*  -  * 
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Peterhof,  now  as  emprefs,   to  put  a  fiiuffiing 
hand  to  the  dethronement  of  the  late  emperor 
her  hufband.    Finding  Peter  no  longer  there ; 
and,  as  he  had  entirely  given  up  all  hopes  of 
efcaping  with  his  life,  or.  at  leaft  of  being  able  to 
effe&uate  anything  by  force,  nothing  was  left  for 
him  but  to  try  what  gentle  means  would  do : 
accordingly,    he   attempted    a    negotiation  by 
fending    proposals    to  Catharine ;  *  requefling, 
among  other  things,  that  if  ihe  would  allow  hrm 
to  'go  to  HoHlein,  he  would  make  a  full  remm* 
ciaiion  of  the  imperial  throne.     But  even  this 
fubmiflkm  Teemed,  to  thofe  who  coadopted  the 
revolution,  not  to  promife  fufficient  fecurity  j  it 
was  required  that  Peter  fiictiM  come  iftuftediately 
to  Peterfourg,  to  receive  inftrudkms  concerning 
what  was  farther  expefted  of  hftn.    He  came, 
hoping  probably  to  fee  his  fpeufe,  fend  -to  obta&a 
by  o*al  negotiations  wfcat  could  net  be  granted 
him*  In  writing ;  but  —  his  expectations  Were 
too  great  —  here  he  faw  nothing  of  Catharine : 
he  never  faw  her  again.    'Count  Pknin  feized 
him  as  her  prifoner,  delivered  to  himapaptir 
containing  the  orders  df  the  empteR ;  and*Pbter 
fdbferibed  the  following  aft  df  Tenunciatidn  -•*— 
with  whit  fort  of  emotions4 rtiay;eafily  be  con- 
ceived !    "  Buring  the  lhort  fpace  of 'my  abfolute 
€<  reign  over  the  empire  of  Ruffia,  I  became 

«  fenfible, 
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fenfible,  by  experience,  that  I  was  not  able  to 
fupport  fo  great  a  burden,  and  that  my  abili- 
ties were  not  equal  to  the  talk  of  governing  fo 
*'  great  an  empire,  either  as  an  ablblute  love- 
reign,  or  in  any  other  capacity  whatever,     I 
alfo  forefaw  the  great  troubles  which  muft  N 
have  thence  arifen,  and  have  been  followed  by 
"  the  total  ruin  of  the  empire,  and  covered  me 
"  with  eternal  difgrace.     After  having,  there- 
w  fore,   ferioufly  reflected  thereon,   I  declare, 
44  without  conftraint,  and  in  the  mod  folewi 
"  manner,  to  die  ruffian  empire,  and  to  the 
"  whole  univerie,  that  I  forever  renounce  the 
"  government  erf  the  faid  empire,  never  defirtog 
u  henceforward  to  reign  therein,  either  as  an 
abfolute  fovereign,  or  under  any  other  form 
of   government;    never    wifliing    to    afpire 
€C  thereto,  or  to  ufe  any  means,  of  any  fort,  for 
cc  that  purpofe.  As  a  pledge  whereof,  I  folemnly 
"  fw^ar,  before  God  and  all  the  world,  to  this 
"  prefer**  renunciation,  written  and  iigned  this 
«  29th  of  June  1762,  O.  S." 

Ob  the  feme  day  Catharine  returned  with  her 
retinue  to  St.  PeterfbuVg,  where,  by  the  gracious 
and  condefcencling  deportment  (he  adopted,  even 
in  the  verieft  trifles  *,  ihe  the  more  eafily  gained 

* .  Sueh  as  the  kiffing  the  handtf  of  the  principal  -cforgy 
who  were  waiting  in  the  apartments  of  the  palace,  *•  <* 
mark  of  her  veneration  for  them. 
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the  hearts  of  the  populace,  in  the  fame  proportion 
as  Peter  by  his  negligence  had  loft  them.  The 
degraded  monarch  was  now  difmiffed  to  Ropfcha, 
a  fmall  rural  feat,  about  forty-eight  miles  from 
Peterhof,  where,  on  the  eighth  day  following, 
he  was  deprived  of, life. 

The  government  endeavoured  to  ftifle  the 
various  conje&ures  and  reports  to  which  his 
fudden  departure,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
naturally  gave  rife,  by  publishing  a  manifefto, 
Gating  the  caufe  of  his  death  *.  The  body  wad, 
two  days  afterwards,  depofited  without  funeral 
pomp  in  the  monaftery  of  St.  Alexander  Neffky >; 
.  nor  did  the  emprefs  appear  at  the  obfequies  f. 
The  death  of  Peter  diflipated  all  thofe  appreherr- 

*  In  this  it  was  faid  that  he  died  of  an  hemorrhoidal 
colic,  to  which  he  had  been  fubject  at  times ;  that  though 
the  emprefs,    in   obedience    to  the  injunctions  of  chrif- 
tianity,    and    the   command   to  preferve   the  life  pf  our 
neighbour,  had  endeavoured  by  medicines  to  prefent  the 
efFe&s  of  this  accident,  but  to  her  great  aJBi&ion  me  learnt, 
that  the  Almighty  had  called  him  out  of  this  mortal  life. 
She  then  invited  all  her  fubje&s.  to  forget  allj>aft  calami- 
ties, to  fhew  the  lad  honours  to  the  corfcfe,  to  pray  for  the 
repofe  of  his  foul,  and  to  regard  this  unexpected  event  as  a 
peculiar  difpenfation  t)f  the  Moft  High- 

•J*  Out  of  regard  to  her  health,  as  it  was*  exprefled  in  a 
notification  publiftied  by  the  fenate,  me  having  already 
taken  the  death  of  the  emperor  fo  much  to  hearty  that  (he 
was  continually  diflblved  in  tears.  / 

14  fions, 
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fions,  that  the  commiferation  for  the  unhappy 
monarch,  which  prcfently  appeared  after  the 
buftle  of  the  acceflion,  was  over,  might  be 
attended  with  any  dangerous  confequences  to  the 
new  government. 

Thus  Catharine  II.  afcended  the  throne  of 
her  hufband ;  and,  through  a  reign  of  thirty  - 
eight  years,  raifed  the  empire  (he  governed  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  refpeft  and  coiifequence,  fo 
greatly  enlarged  its  borders,  and*  made  in  every 
refpett  fuch  progrefs  in  civilization,  that  her 
reign  forms  one  of  the  moil  memorable  periods 
in  the  hiftory  of  Europe  for  the  eighteenth 
century. 


!       ' 
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chap:  i. 

Magnitude  of  Mofco.  —  Streets.  —  Lanes.  —  Gates.  ~ 
Rivers.  —  Bridges*  —  Anticnt  djviiion.  —  Dmfion  by 
the  police  regulation*  —  Population,  —  Difference  in 
the  number  of  people  in  Cummer  and  winter*  —  Climate* 

.  — -  Geographical  fituation. 

Mosco,  or  more  properly  Molkva,  the  metro* 
polls  of  the  ruffian  empire,  is  one  of  thofe  itu* 
pendous  works  of  time  and  human  induftry, 
which  mankind,  by  whom  they  were  produced, 
behold  at  length  with  aftonifhment,  as  doubting 
whether  in  reality  they  are  the  work  of  their 
hands* 

From  an  eminence  before  the  Dorgomubof 
gate,  the  eye  furveys  this  coloffal  city*  The 
whole  face  of  the  horizon  feems  covered  with 
houfesj  and  deep  beneath,  where  the  iky  appears 

to 
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to  touch  the  eaith,  ftill  gorgeous  palaces  and 
lofty  towers  projedl  their  fummits,  prefenting 
themfelves  tA  the  deceived  eye  as  little  cottages 
and    thin    poles.      The    perimeter    of   Mofco 
amounts  to   fomewhat    above  forty  verfts,  or 
nearly  fix  geographical  miles.     Three  and  fifty 
main  (beets,  fome  whereof  are  fevejal  verfts  in 
lengthy  and  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  colla- 
teral ftreets  and  lanes,  interfeft  this  prodigious 
friafs  of  houfes,  confiding  of  more   than  ten 
thoufand  buildings.     Twelve  faflavas  or  gates 
lead  into  it ;  and  two  rivers,  the  Mofkva  and  the 
Yaufa,  with  the  rivulet  Neglinnaiya,  run  through 
it.     The  Moskva  rifes  in  the  Motchaiik  circle 
bf  the  government  of  Mofco,  and  falls  into  the 
'Okka  near  Kolomna.     It  abounds  in  fifh,  and 
in  the  fpring  bears  confiderable  barks  that  come 
vi*om  the  Okka  laden  with   corn.    It  divides 
Mofco  into  two  unequal  parts,  of  which  the 
citerior  is  the  largeft,  the  mod  populous,  and, 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  fine  ftruttures,  the 
principal.       Near    the  ,  foundling-hofpital    the 
Yausa  takes  it  up,  which  rifes  at  Taininfko'i, 
twelve  verfts  from  Mofco,  and  near  the  Kreml 
the  Neglinnaiya,  which  takes  its  fource  in 
Mofco.  itfelf,   on  the  Samoteka.     Three  an4 
twenty   bridges   keep  up    the  communication 
between  the  p^rts  of  the  town  divided  by  thefe  ' 

rivers, 
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fkers,  whereof  the  chief  are  the  ftone-bridge 
over  the  Mofkva,  and  the  court-bridge  acrofs  the 
Yaufa.  Of  the  antient  divifion  of  .Mofco  into 
live  main  diftrifts,  Kreml,  Kitaigorod,  Bielgo- 
rod,  Zemlenoigorod,  and  the  Slobodes,  too  riiany 
veftiges  ftill  retpain  to  allow  us  to  pafs  them  by 
unnoticed,  though  they  are  no  longer  obferved. 

The  Kreml,  a  word  of  tartarian  origin,  figw 
nifying  the  fortrefs,  is  parted  from  the  Kitaigo- 
rod by  a  rampart  and  a  foffe  running  in  a  femi- 
circle  round  it. 

Kitaigorod  is  lifeewife  furrounded  by  ram- 
parts and  a  ditch*  and  Bielgorod  too  had  for- 
merly its  walls  and  fortificatibns,  but  they  have 
keen  long  demolUhed.  At  prefent  an  allee  runs 
round  this  quarter  of  the  town,  which  forms  an 
agreeable  promenade  for  the  inhabitants. 
.  Zemlenoi.gorod  is  bordered  by  an  earth- 
wall,  whence  it  probably  has  its  name  — -  at 
prefent,  however,  pnly  rudera  of  this  wall  are 
remaining.  Laftly,  the  Slobodes  or  fuburbs, 
which  inclofe  all  thefe  quarters,  are  encompaffed 
by  the  kammer-college  wall,  which  forms,  the 
extreme  boundary  of  Mofco. 

According  to  the  police  regulation,  Mofco  is 
partitioned  into  twenty  chief  divifions,  denomin- 
ated from  the  principal  ftreets  they  feverally 
f omprehend,  e.  gr.  the  5ofman£koi,  the  Ver* 

ikoi, 
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(koi,  &c.    Each  of  thefe  main  divifions  are  again 
divided  into  feveral  quartals. 

The  population  of  Mofco  differs  greatly 
according  to  the  feafon  of  the  year.     In  winter, 
when  the  numerous  nobility,  with  their  hods  of 
retainers,  flock  into  <the  metropolis,  the  Aumber 
of  the  inhabitants  amounts  to  upwards  of  three 
hundred  thoufend;  whereas  in  fummer,  when 
they  are  allured  back  to  the  country,  it  does  not 
exceed  two  hundred  thoufand.     Accordingly, 
in  the  former  feafon,  all  is  much  more  lively  and 
buflling   than    during    the    fummer.      Trade, 
amufements,  companies,  are  then  infpired  with 
new  life,  and  the  ftreets  are  crouded  with  car* 
riages,  whereas  in  fummer  the  rolling  of  a  coach 
is  but  rarely  heard. 

The  climate  of  Mofco  is  certainly  to  be 
reckoned  among  the  moft  falubrious.  The  fili- 
ation is  high,  and  the  foil  on  which  it  ftands 
dry,  jl  few  morally  parts  about  the  Yaufa  and 
the  Neglinnaiya  excepted*  Add  to  this  that 
the  atmofphere  is  generally  clear  and  bright^ 
and  the  weather  regular  and  wholefome.  The 
winter  is  particularly  remarkable  for  fettled  and 
bright  weather.  It  is  abfolutely  impoffible  for 
an  inhabitant  of  warmer  countries  to  form  9 
conception  of  a  fine  winter's  day  in  the  northern 
climes*    The  atmofphere  is  then  fo  pure  that  wo 

feel 
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feel  the  genial  virtue  of  it  at  every  breath:. 
The  fky  is  fo  bright  that  the  eye  is  fcarcely  able 
to  bear  it ;  and  all  the  objects  around  have  a  fupe- 
rior  and  grander  look  than  ufual.  The  ftrong 
impulfe  to  take  exercife  in  the  cold  bracing 
winter  air  is  not  to  be  defcribed,  and  a  better 
method  caa  hardly  be  imagined  for  the. con- 
firmation and  eftabliftiment  of  health  thajt  by 
fuch  a  bath  in  the  invigorating  aether  of  the 
winter. 

Befides,  the  ftreets  of  Mofco  are  broad,  the 
fquares  are  fpacious,  and  in  Various  parts  are 
extenfive  gardens;  the  houfes  are  moftly  of 
only  one  ftory^  and  not  contiguous,  but  fepa- 
rated  by  infterfiices  from  each  other,  fo  that  the 
air  and  the  fun  diffufe  their  benign  influences 
in  every  part  of  them,  and  noxious  vapours  can 
nowhere  ftagnate.  —  Advantages  in  which  other 
large  cities  are  commonly  deficient.  All  this 
contributes  to  retider  the  refult  of  the  lifts  of 
births  and  deaths  always  favourable  to  popula- 
tion. Contagious  diftempers  but  feldom  pre- 
vail, and  ftill  feldomer  are  they  dangerous  and 
ravaging.  It  is  common  tp  fee  aged  perfons  of 
all  ranks,  though  the  rules  of  falutary  diet  are 
fo  often  trangreffed.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  like- 
wife,  that  the  geographical  pofitiou  of  Mofco, 
in  353  45'  4"  north  lat.  and  55°  12'  4"  eaft 

vol.  11.     ■  B  b  long* 
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long,  is  doubtlefs  one  of  thofe  that  ate  moft 
propitious  to  the  health  of  man.  For  neither 
fcorching  heats  nor  intenfe  frofts  impede  the 
growth  and  expanfion  of  animal  nature.  On 
the  contrary,  the  degree  of  cold  which  marks 
the  winter  here,  contributes  rather  to  harden 
andfortify  the  body*  Hence  arifes  the  ftrong 
and  nervous  ftruchire  of  the  men  who  properly 
compofe  the  Mofcovites,  whofe  families  have 
been  long  fettled,  in  this  city,  and  are  partial* 
larly  met  with  among  the  mercantile  people  of 
the  place. 


CHAP.   n. 

More  particular  defcription  of  the  Kreml.  —  Situatiofr 

—  Profpect.  —  Prefent  appearance  of  the  Kreml.  -r 
The  ancient  palace  of  the  tz3rs.  —  The  beautiful  fteps. 

—  Churches.  —  Tombs  of  the  tzars.  —  The  great  f&ver 
luftre.  —  Portrait   of  the  Virgin  Mary  by  St.  Luke. 

—  Religious  ceremonies  and  feftivals.  —  The  monaftery 
of  Tfchudof.  —  The  convent  of  nuns  of  Vofnefenfkoy. 

—  Tombs  of  the  tzarevnas.  —  The  fynodal  houfe.  — 
The  fynodal  library.  —  The  great  Ivan.  —  The  fenatc 
houfe.  — '  The  arfenal.  —  The  gates. 

Just  in  the  centre  of  this  great  city  ftands  the 
Kreml  on  a  confiderable  elevation  on  the  bank 

of 
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ttf  the  river  Moflcva*  The  profpeQ:  hence  on 
the  fide  of  the  river  is  not  to  be  paralleled*  Far 
beneath  flows  the  Moflcva,  the  windings  where- 
of may  be  purfued  by  the  eye  to  a  great  difr 
tance.  To  the  right  is  the  ftone*t>ridge,  and  to 
the  left  that  of  timber,  on  which  the  rattling 
of  carts  and  carriages  of  all  forts  is  inceffant. 
Beyond  this  bridge  the  ftream  is  covered  with 
barks,  and  from  it  may  be  furveyed  a  great 
part  of  the  city.  Here  rife  lofty  palaces,  worthy 
of  adorning  either  Florence  or  Rome:  there 
ftand  miferable  huts  that  would  be  a  difgrace  to 
many  a  gerraan  village  —  a  contraft  which  dif- 
tmguiflies  Mofco  from  all  other  great  cities  in 
Europe.  Gothic  monafteries,  with  their  gilded 
turrets  on  charming  elevations,  decorate  both 
fides  of  the  river  j  and  the  beneficent  foundling 
hofpkal  with  its  elegant  modern  buildings,  in  a 
lower  fpot  at  the  confluence  of  the  Yaufa  and 
the  Molkva,  contribute  not  a  little  to  diverfify 
and  embellifti  the  grand  pidture  that  prefents 
itfeif  to  the  fpecfcator. 

Of  a  quite  different  kind  are  the  objefts  in 
the  foreground,  but  by  no  means  lefs  interefting 
to  the  view. 

ifere  ftands  the  ancient  palace  of  the  tzars, 
in  Tfrhich  the  brave  Ivan,  the  magnanimous  Mik- 
haik  Romanof,  the  wife  Alexey  Mikhailovitch, 
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the  gentle  Feodo%  and  the  great  Peter  formerly 
refided.  It  is  built  in  the  pure  gothic  ftyle,  bat 
has  nothing  majeftic  or  impofing  in  its  appear- 
ance, as  by  reafon  of  its  numerous  angles  and 
corners  only  a  fmall  part  of  it  can  be  feen^  at 
once ;  what  it  wants,  hpwever,  in  aftual  mag* 
nifiefcnee  is  amply  fupplied  by  the  imagination* 
and  the  recolle&ion  of  the  great  perfonages  who 
have  here  laboured  at  the  growth  and  formation: 
of  Ruffia.  At  prefent  all  here  is  fiient  and 
void :  only  Time  with  his  ever-working  fcythe 
feems  to  have  made  it  his  abode ;  and  in  various 
parts  the  marks  of  his  all-deftroying  fway  were 
already  manifeft*  when  the  emperor  Paul  gave 
orders  to  reft  ore  this  venerable  feat  of  the  ruffian 
monarchs,  and  to  fit  it  up  as* a  dwelling  place  for 
himfelf  and  his  family.  x 

Some  of  the  apartments  of  the  tzarian  palace 
ferve  as  a  treafury,  in  which  the  filver  and  gold 
veflels,  and  other  valuables  of  former  times  are 
preferved.  Several  others  are  made  into  armo- 
ries, containing  arms,  horfe-caparifons,  and  ac- 
coutrements of  days  of  yore,  and  of  various 
european  and  afiatic  nations.  The  afcent  to 
this  palace  is  by  the  grand  flight  of  fteps .  emi- 
nently called  the  red  or  beautiful  flairs \  krafhoe 
kriltzo.  In  it  is  the  great  hall  of  audience, 
granovitaiya  palata,  and  the  potefhpii  dvoretz,; 
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(pleafure  houfe),  which  is  now  the  kremlian 
poft-office. 

The  prefent  view  of  the  Kreml  is  ferene  and 
folemn,  to  which  the  multitude  of  churches  and 
monafterics  undoubtedly  contribute* 

The  Sobores,  or  cathedrals,  are:  ^fpen- 
fkoi,  to .  the  afcenfion .  of  Mary;  Blagovefcht- 
fchenfkoi,  to  the  annunciation,  with  four  cha- 
pels j  Archangelfkoi,  to  the  archangel  Michael, 
with  two;  Spalfkoi,  to  the  faviour;  Streten- 
ikoi,  to  the  purification :  Spafkoi  and  Nikol- 
fkoi  Galtunikoi :  all  richly  provided  with  gold 
and  filver  church  ornaments ;  and  in  the  third, 
befides  the  relics  of  the  tzarevfteh  Dmitri,  who 
was  murdered  at  Uglitfli,  and  is  worfhipped  as 
a  faint,  are  the  tombs  of  feveral  ruffian  grand- 
prfnees  and  tzars.  The  tombs  of  thefe  mo- 
narchs  are  of  ftone,  covered  with  red  cloth, 
velvet,  or  fome  coftly  fluffs.  At  the  foot  of 
the  tomb,  in  fhape  like  our  table  monuments, 
only  rounded  like  a  trunk  inflead  of  being  flat  at 
top,  is  a  filver  tablet  inferibed  with  the  name 
of  the  prince  who  lies  beneath,  with  the  year 
of  his  birth  and  that-of  his  deceafe. 

The  curiofities  of  the  cathedral  dedicated  to 
the  afcenfion  of  Maria  are :  the  monuments  of 
the  patriarchs,  the  great  filver  chandelier,  and 
the  portrait  of  the  holy  virgin,  by  the  hand  of 
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Ae  artift  and  evangelift  Luke.  The  chandelier, 
a  prefent  from  the  Venetians  to  Boris  Godunof, 
weighs  2800  pounds,  and  is  in  fad  a  wonderful 
piece  of  workmanfhip.  The  portrait  bears  every 
appearance  of  very  high  antiquity.  It  hangs  at 
the  entrance  to  the  facrifty  in  a  filver  (hrine,  and 
is  ornamented  with  a  profufiqn  of  precious 
(tones. 

This  church  is  in  general  one  of  the  richeft 
in  the -empire  in  gold  and  filver  decorations, 
and  the  facerdotal  veftments  that  are  here  pre* 
fcrved  are  of  furprifing  magnificence. 

In  this'  cathedral  the  ruffian  fovereigns  are 
crowned.  Several  other  grand  religious  cere* 
monies  are  likewife  here  performed ;  as  the  foot-, 
wafhing  on  holy  Thurfday,  when  the  metropc* 
litan  wades  the  feet  of  twelve  pri^fts  of  the 
inferior  order.  Rafter  eve  is  in  no  church  fo 
folemnly  attended  as  in  this ;  and  extraordinary 
feftivals,  fuch  as  the  name-days  of  the  imperial 
family,  the  celebration  of  fuccefsful  events,  vic- 
tories, &c,  are  kept  with  peculiar  folemnity  ig 
this  church. 

The  other  churches  of  the  Kreml  are  either 
thofe  belonging  to  monafteries  or  of  the'  com- 
mon, order,  all  lefs  remarkable  than  the  two 
already  mentioned.  The  whole  number  amounts 
to  two-and-thirty. 

The 
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The  two  monafteries  of  the  Kreml  are  the 
Tfchudof  for  monks,  in  the  wings  of  which 
the  fpiritual  confiftory  meets,  and  the  Vofhe* 
fenfkoy  nunnery,  in  which  latter  are  the  tombs 
of  feveral  tzaritfas  and  tzarevhas.  The  mother 
of  tzar  Mikhaila  Feodorovitch  here  terminated 
her  life. 

The  fynodal  houfe,  adjacent  to  the  cathedral, 
*  in  which  formerly  the  patriarchs  dwelt,  contains 
the  fynodal  library,  remarkable  for  having  the 
greek  manufcripts  brought  from  mount  Athos. 

All  thefev  churches  and  monafteries  have  a 
^  confideraHe  number  of  fteeples  {landing  near 
them,  with  gilt  or  filver  cupolas  and  crofTes. 
Ampng  thefe  the  belfry  called  the  great  Ivan, 
Ivan  Veliki,  accounted  the  higheft  turret  ia 
Mofco,  is  mod  confpicuous.  It  was  built  ia 
the  reign  of  tzar  Boris  Feodorovitch  Godunof, 
has  22  bells  of  various  fizes,  and  in  a  pit  lies  the 
largeft .  bell  in  the  world,  which  was  caft  by 
order  of  the  emprefs  Anna ;  it  weighs  1 2,00© 
poods,  and  a  piece  was  broke  out  of  the  rim 
by  its  fall  occafioned  by  a  fire  in  the  year  1737* 

Adjacent  to  the  Vofhefenfkoy  nunnery  ftands 
the  palace  of  the  Metropolitans,  a  modern  edifice, 
built  in  the  reign  of  Catharine. 

Two  other  handfome  large  ftru&ures  adorn 
the  Kreml.    One  the  fenate-houfe  built  by  Ca- 
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tharine  II.  a  grand  imperial  work,  in  a  noble 
modern  ftyle.  Here  the  fenate  and  the  facred 
college  hold  their  fittings  and  keep  their  archives. 
A  circular  hall  of  this  edifice,  in  which  the 
affemblies  of  the  mofcovian  nobility  are  held,  is 
particularly  remaYkable  for  the .  excellent  works 
in  ftucco  with  which  it  is  decorated.  All  round 
the  hall  are  ftatues  and  groups  in  gypfum,  that 
V  are  certainly  to  be  reckoned  among  the  moft 
^  exquifite  performances  of  the  kind.      They  are 

allegorical  reprefentations  in  honour  of  the  late 
fcmprefs,  replete  with  beautiful  and  lofty  fenti- 
ments,  and  executed  in  a  mafterly  manner.  It 
*  is  only  to  be  lamented  that  this  work  is  fo  fra- 

gile, and  fo  little  calculated  to  bid  defiance  to 
the  deftru&ive  effefls  of  time.  The  roof  of  this 
ball  terminates  in  a  cupalo,  likewife  enriched 
with  ftucco  decorations,  completing  the  magni. 
ficence  of  the  whole. 

The  other  grand  building  is  the  arfenal,  (land- 
ing oppofite  to  the  former  —  a  folid  and  cora- 
pa£t  edifice ;  but  fince  it  was  damaged  by  a  fire 
it  remains  in  an  imperfeft  ft  ate.  However  a 
beginning  has  lately  been  made  towards  its  re- 
storation. 

The  Kreml  palace  was  originally  built  of 
timber  by  prince  Daniela  Alexandrbvitch  in 
the  year  1300;  the  grand-prince  Dmitri  Ivano- 
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Titch  Donflri  re-conftru&ed  it  of  (lone  in  1 367, 
and  Ivan  Vaffillievitch,  in  1488,  employed  fome 
Italian  architefts  to  enlarge  the  building,  and 
give  it  the  form  in  which  it  now  appears.  On 
the  fouth  fide  it  is  watered  by  the  Mofkva,  and 
on  the  north  by  the  Neglinnaiya.  It  is  an  irre- 
gular polygon  with  fuperb  turrets  in  the  gothic 
ftyle,  being  furrounded  by  a  deep  foffe  and  lofty 
ramparts.  It  has  a  communication  with  the 
town  by  means  of  the  Nikolfkoi  and  Spafkoi 
gates  on  the  eaft  fide,  the  Troitzkoi  and  Boro- 
vitzkoi  on  the  weft,  and-  the  Tainatzkoi  on  the 
fouth.  On  the  Spafkoi  and  Troitzkoi  gates 
^re  chime-clocks  which  P6ter  the  Great  caufed 
to.be  made  in  Holland.      ' 


CHAP.    III.- 

The  Kitaigorod.  —  Origin  of  this  name.  —  Gates.  — . 
Cuftom  houfe.  —  Exchange. ,  —  Number  of  fhops.  — 
The  government-houfe.  —  Police  office.  —  The  Zaiko- 
nofpafkoi  monaftery.  —  The  academy  for  flavonian, 
greek,  and  latin. ,  —  Sermons.  —  Merits  of  the  metro- 
politan Plato  in  regard  to  the  clergy.  —  Private  houfes. 
r—  Streets.  —  Defcriptian  of  Bielgorod.  —  Origin  of 
the  appellation.  — -  The  allee.  —  Public  edifices.  —  The 
paikoffkoi  houfe.  —  Principal  Ilreets.  —  Bird  market. 

From  the  bank  of  the  Mofkva  to  the  Neglin- 
jiaiya,    the  fecond  divifion  of   Mofca,    called 

KlTAi* 
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Kitaigorod,  runs  in  a  femicircular  form  round, 
the  Kreml.     The  origin  of  this  appellation  is 
uncertain.     The  word  Kitai  ftjll  fignifies  in  rufs 
China;  and  as  the  commerce  with  that  country. 
was  formerly  in  a  very  flourifliing  ftate,   it  is, 
probable  that  the  name  Kitaigorod  attached  ta 
this  quarter  of  the  city,  as  there,  among  other 
commodities,  chinefe  goods  were  principally  fold* 
Tzar  Ivan  Vaffillieyitch   caufed  the  buildings 
between  the  Neglinnaiya  and  the  Moflcva  in 
1538  to  be  furrounded  with  a  rampart  and  an 
earth  wall* 

Thia  divifion  is  alfo  in  an  eminent  fenfe. 
ufually  ftyled  gorod,  the  city.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  wall  and  a  ditch,  with  four  gates  ;. 
the  Vofkrefenfkoi,  the  NikoKkoi,  the  Ilyinfkoi^ 
and  the  Varvarlkoi,  by  which  it  communicates 
vith  the  other  diftri&s  of  the  town, 

Kitaigorod  is  almoft  entirely  filled  with  {hops 
or  warehoufes,  and  the  whole  has  the  appear* 
ance  of  a  perpetual  fair.  In  the  lower  ftory  of 
the  gigantic  buildings  the  numerous  (hops  are 
huddled  together  j  the  upper  (lories  ferving  as 
lodging  rooms,  eating-houfes,  taverns,  and  ware- 
houfes.  They  form  the  famous  mart  of  Kitaigo- 
rod, which  is  too  fmgular  in  its  kind  for  not 
deferving  a  more  accurate  defcription. 

The  outfide  is  furrounded .  by  arcades,  within 
which  the  principal  tradefmen  have  their  fhops> 

Beneath 
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Beneath  thefe,  that  is,  under  ground,  are  wine 
cellars,  and  here  and  there  are  gangways  leading 
to  the  interior  of  this  ftru&ure  amidft  the  intri- 
cate labyrinth  of  fmaller  fhops  9f  ev$ry  fpecies* 
Here  ftreets  and  tows  interfeft  one   another 
without  number,  in  which  foreign  commodities 
as  well  as  inland  products  and  manufactures  are 
expofed  to  fale.    Each  clafs  of  goods  has  its 
peculiar  row*    Here  are  the  filver-fhops,  fere- 
trennoye-riad  j  the  iron  (hops,  jelefnoye .  riad ; 
the  tin  fhops,   the  leather  fhops,  the  clothes 
fhops,   &c.  all  that  either  luxury  or  neceffity 
can  require  is  here  to  be  had  in  abundance* 
The  tradefmen  lurk  in  thefe  darkfome  allies 
eagerly  watching  fuch  as  come  to  buy,  and  as 
foon  as  a  paffenger  enters  them  he  is  inftantly 
befet  by  4  whole  mob  of  them $  fome  offering 
and  recommending  their  goods  to  him,  others 
forcing  him  into  their  (hops  with  polite  addrefc 
and  importunity.    In  thefe  obfeure  rows  caution 
and  circumfpedion  are  particularly  neceffary  if 
you  are  determined  not  to  be  cheated ;  for  im 
this  place  artifice  and  knavery  have  fixed  their 
parting  abode. 

Of  thefe  large  nefts  of  fhops  there  are  pro- 
perly no  more  than  two.  Befides  thefe,  how- 
ever, are  feveral  prodigious  buildings  in  Kitai- 
gorod  —   ijionftrous    coi^volutions    of   fhops, 

ware- 
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warehoufes,  dwelling-houfes,  and  eating-houfes, 
as  for  example  that  of  Grafnikof,  that  of  Mikity 
Pavlof,  that  of  Yublef  and  the  exchange,  which  " 
laft  is  an  elegant  modern  ftrufture,  lately  re- 
built from  the  ground,  and  perfectly  correfponds 
vwith  the  magnitude  of  Mofco,  and  the  opulence 
of  its  merchants. 

The  number  of  all  the  fhops  and  ware- 
houfes  amounts  to  upwards  of  6000. 

The  other  remarkabies  in  the  Kkaigorod  are 
the  government-buildings,  the  police-office  at 
the  Volkrefenfkoi  gate,  in  which  the  feveral 
courts  of  judicature  are  held ;  and  the  Zaiko- 
nofpafkoi  monaftery  in  which  is  the  academy 
for  the  flavonian,  the  greek,  and  latin  languages. 
This  inftitution  is  deftined  to  the  education  of 
perfons  for  the  church.  The  fpecimens  deli- 
vered annually  at  public  exercifes  on  appointed 
thefes,  and  in  latin,  greek,  rufs,  and  german 
poetry,  which  are  printed  in  honour  of  the 
name-feaft  of  its  founder  and  patron  the  me- 
tropolite  Plato,  difplay  the  fpirit  of  this  efta- 
blifliment  and  the  degree  of  excellence  to  which 
it  has  attained :  yet  while  we  acknowledge  that 
both  teachers  and  ftudents  ftrive  with  great  ap- 
plication and  induftry  to  penetrate  into  the  fertc- 
tuary  of  the  fciences,  we  are  obliged  to  confefs 
that  they  have  chofen  the  path  which  is  foot 

exa&ly 
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exadtly   the  right.     The  fcholaftic  method  of 
difputation,  the  practice  of  making  infipid  poeti- 
cal anagrams,  epimonies,  and  acroftics  anfwers 
no  end  but  to  cramp  the  genius,  and  which  have 
long  been  rejected  in  other   countries  as  idle 
amufements  and  the  productions  of  a  falfe  tafte. 
This  feminary  will  never  properly  flourish  and 
prove  a  bleffing  to  Ruflia,  till  it  fhall  ftrenuoufly 
adopt  the  more  liberal  and  enlightened  modes  of 
inftruttion   which  fo   ufefully  diftinguiflies    its 
younger  fifter  the   univerfity  of  Mofco.     One 
excellent   regulation  here,  however,  is   confpi- 
cuous  for  its  good  effefts,  and  that  is  the  ex- 
eicife  of  preaching.  A  fermon  is  delivered  every 
Sunday  in  the  church  belonging   to  this   rao- 
iiaftery.  A  pra&ice  very  much  wanted  in  Ruflia, 
as  it  is  only  at  court,  or  in  cathedrals,  and  then 
but  on  very  particular  occafions  that  pulpit  dif- 
courfes  are  given.     The  prefent  inflitution  owes 
its. origin  %to  the   archbifhop  and  metropolitan 
Plato,  who  has  acquired  great  merit  \>y  his  en- 
deavours at  the  general  improvement  of  the  ruf- 
Can  clergy  j  though  £  fchool  was  ere&ed  here 
in  A.  M.  7168  by  the  patriarch  Joachim  Savelpf 
at  the  command  of  tzar  Feodor  Alexievitch. 
.  SBefides  thefe  public  edifices  the  Kitaigorod 
contains  a  confiderable  number  qf  private  houfes 
which  are  moflly  inhabited  by  merchants  and 
artificers,  the  palace  of  count  Sheremetief  ex- 
cepted. 
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cepted.  Here  i«  alfo  the  cathedral  Pokrof* 
where  the  gtand  ceremony  was  anciently  held  of 
the  entrance  of  the  patriarch  oh  palm  Sunday  ** 
The  other  cathedral  is  dedicated  to  the  mother 
of  God  .of  Kazan.  Other  buildings  are,  the 
printing-office  of  the  holy  fynod,  where  church* 
books  are  printed,  and  where  a  colte&ion  of 
very  old  ones  is  kept.  From  an  infcriptkm  over 
the  gate  it  appears  that  this  houfe  was  built  in 
1645.  ■•^Ho  ^e  houfe  appropriated  to  the  cho- 
rifters  of  the  fynod,  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  corn 
magazines,  and  others.  At  the  krafnaya  plofcht- 
•  fchad,  red  place,  270  Ihops  of  two  ftories  have 
been  recently  built.  The  whole  number  of  fhops 
m  Kftaigorod  is  4021  of  brick,  and  54  of  wood* 
Oppofitc  the  Spafkoi  gate  is  the  place  Lobnon, 
where  on  occafion  of  proceffions  public  prayers 
are  performed.  It  has  lately  been  new  faced 
with  granite. 

The  principal  ftreets  of  this  quarter  are  the 
Nikolflcaia,  the  Ilinkaia,  the  Varvarka,  and 
Mofkvaretzkaia,  fo  denominated  from  St.  Ni* 
cholas,  St.  Elias,  St.  Barbara,  and  the  river 
Mofkva. 

Dielgorod  lies  alfo  on  this  fide  the  river 
Molkva,  and  confifts  moftly  of  brick,  and  fome 
of  them  elegant  buildings.    This  quarter  em- 

*  See  Life  of  Catharine  II.  appendix  to  voL  i.  No*  I. 
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traces  the  Kitaigorod  in  a  femidrculaf  form 
-from  the  influx  of  the  Yaufa/  into  the  Molfera-, 
to  the  bank  of  that  river  agatfti  It  wds  formerly 
called  Tzaref,  and  probably  dfcfcaifted  its  prefent* 
appellation  Bidgorod  or  Whjte*t6wn,  from  the 
-white  wall  <Mr  rampart  which  was  built  round  it 
by  order  of  tear  teodor  Ivanovitch  in  15 85, 
and  at  length,  ptalled  down  on  account  of  its 
ruinous  condition.  The  vacant  place  is  now  . 
fornifhed  with  an  allee  of  trees  and  a  canal 
which  takes  its  rife  at  a  fpring  two  verfts  beyond 
the  parifh  of  Bolffchoi  Muititfchtfch.  This  walk 
t>f  birch  and  Knden  trees  is  certainly  better  cal- 
culated for  utility  as  affording  an  agreeable  pro- 
•mfehade,  which  is  thb  moreValuable  as  the  ma- 
jofity  of  the  "inhabitants  of  this  enormous  city- 
live  at*  thedrftarice  of  feveral  verfts  from  any 
means  of  fo  wRolefbme  an  exercife. 

The  moft  remarkable  public  buildings  of  this 
diftrift  are:  the  monafteries  Vuifokopetroflky, 
the  Kreftovofdvifhenfkoy,  the  Slatoftenfkoy,  ancl  ' 
the  Stteten&oy.  Nunneries  :•  the  Rofteftven- 
Ikoy,  Ivanoflkoy,  and  Alextefikoy ;  the  Nikik 
fkoy,  and  the  Yegorieffkoy.  Seventy-twb 
churches,  and  an  armenian  church  built  in 
1781,  The  univerfity  of  Mofco  founded  ^fh 
1755  by  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,-  with  two  gytti- 
'  nafiums,  one  for  ijoble  and  the  other  for  children    ' 
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of  various  claffes.  Here  are  taught  the  ancient 
ai>d  modern  languages,  mathematics,  philofo- 
phy,  medicine,  theoretical  and  pra&ical  jurif- 
prudence,  and  theology.  It  has  1 1  dated  and 
5  extraordinary  profeffors,  49  tutors,  64  ftu* 
dents  at  the  expence  of  the  crown,  and  18  at 
their  own,  79  noble  fcholars  at  the  crown's 
expence,  and  487  at  their  own  ;  71  of  various 
claffes  on  the  foundation,  and  373  at  their  own 
expence.  The  late  emprefs  Catharine  IL  de- 
voted 125,000  rubles  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
buildings* 

The  other  ftrudures  are:  the  fouadlirtg- 
hojife,  the  grammar Jchool,  the  port-office,  the 
falt-magazine,  the  archives,  the  affignation-bsnk, 
the  artillery-court,  the  printing-office  of  the 
fenate,  the  chief  apotheke>  the  mint,  &c. 

The  houfe  of  the  noblemen's  club  has  a  mag- 
nificent hall  able  to  hold  about  2000  perfons. 
In  the  galleries  and  halls  of  the  public  theatre 
mafquerades  are  frequently  given. 

A  filk-manufa&ory  of  24  looms  and  65 
mafter  workmen^  and  4  manufactories  of  play- 
ing cards. 

Among  the  private  buildings  PafchkoPs  houfe, 
of  which  more .  will  be  faid  prefently,  is  un- 
doubtedly the  principal. 

Thfc 
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The  largeft  and  fineft  ftreets  are :  the  Po- 
krofka,  the  Mafnigkaia,  the  Stretenka,  the  Pe- 
troflka,  the  Tverfkaia,  the  Nikitfkaia,  the  Mo 
chovaia,  and  the  Pretfchiftenka. 

The  bird-market,  ochotnoi  riad,  deferves  to 
be  briefly  mentioned.  Here  are  fold  fingirtg* 
birds,  doge,  rabbits,  fquirrels,  and  all  forts  of 
domeftic  animals.  This  trade  is  by  no  means 
inconfiderable,  as  4n  no  place  are  there  fuch 
numbers  of  fanciers  of  this  kind  as  at  Mofco. 
Nightingales,  quails,  doves,  pigeons,  and  parti- 
cularly dogs,  are  frequently  pur  chafed  at  incre- 
dible prices*  Canary-birds  are  imported  in  great 
quantities  by  the  Tyrolefe*  The  loweft  price  for 
a  common  canary-bird  is  five  rubles ;  but  when 
they  are  well  taught,  it  is  not  unufaal  for  them 
to  coft  from  50  to  ioe  rubles  each. 

In  this  quarter  are  378  (hops,  6  ftone*bridges» 
and  one  of  timber* 
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Sonorous  cxprcflione.  —  .  Attachment  of  foreigner*  to 
.  Ruflia,  and  its  caufes*  —  German  phyficians.  —  Pro* 
feflbrs.  —  Domeftic  tutors.  — •  Artificers.  —  Grufinian 
and  tartarian  flobodes. 

Zemlenoigorod  and  the  Slobodes  encircle 
the  three  quarters  beforementioned,  as  well  on 
this  fide  as  on  that  of  the  river  Mofkva.  Here  by 
the  fide  of  maffy  and  elegant  ftru&ures  are  feen 
wooden  houfes,  and  among  them  wretched 
hovels.  The  origin  of  the  name  Zemlenoigorod 
has  been  already  mentioned.  In  the  years  1591 
'and  1592,  during  the  reign  of  tzar  Feodor  Ivan- 
ovitch,  it  was  furrounded  by  a  wall,  which  was 
entered  by  thirty-four  gates  of  timber,  and  two 
of  ftone ;  of  all  thefe,  only  the  two  laft  are  now 
remaining,  the  others  being  either  burnt  or  de- 
cayed. Over  one  of  them  a  tower  in  the  gothic 
ftyle,  called  Sukhareva,  was  erefted  under  Ioann 
Alexievitch,  and  Peter  Alexievitch,  from  the 
year  169a  to  1695,  where  is  now  the  admiralty- 
office.  The  principal  ftreets  in  this  diftrifl:  are, 
the  Patnitzkaiya,  the  Kufnetzkaiya,  the  Yaki- 
manfeaiya,  the  Kofmodemianfkaiya,the  Ordynka, 
the  Arbarfkaiya,  the  Oftofchenka,  the  Povarf- 
kaiya,  the  Ragofhkaiya,  and  the  Taganka. 

The  Slobodes  or  fuburbs,  are  furrounded 
by  the  kammercollege  wall,  through  which  the 
aaftaves  or  outer-gates  are  paffages.      This  wall 

inclofes 
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Ibclofes  likewife  a  number  of  wafte  and  empty 
places,  which  have  probably  been  left  in  a  view 
to  the  future  enlargement  of  Mofco.  And  in 
fad  the  number  of  houfes  augments  from  year 
to  year';  fo  that  feveral  of  thefe  unoccupied 
places  have  within  no  long  period  of  time  been 
converted  into  populous  ftreets. 

The  public  edifices  moft  deferving  of  notice  in 
the  fuburbs,  are  the  three  infirmaries,  the  PavlC- 
koi,  the  Katarinenfkoi,  and  the  great  hofpitaL 
The  laft  is  devoted  to  fick  a&d  infirm  foldiers, 
as  the  former  two  are  to  other  patients,  of  what- 
ever clafs,  nation,  or  religious  profeffion.  The 
plan  of  conduct  in  all  of  them  is  exemplary. 
To  the  great  hofpital  a  chirurgical  eftablifhment 
is  annexed,  in  which  a  confiderable  number  of 
young  men  are  maintained  as  ftudents  of  medi- 
cine at  the  public  expence. 

The  hospital  of  invalids,  an  elegant 
building^  with  a  garden  properly  attended,  in  a 
pleafant  fituation,  may  be  matched  againft  any 
beneficent  inftitution  of  this  nature. 

The  botanic  or  apothecary-garden,  be* 
longing  to  the  imperial  apotheke,  is  kept  in  an 
excellent  ftate.  This  apotheke  is  appointed  to 
fupply  all  the  inferior  apothekes  of  the  lazarets 
of  the  empire  with  drugs  and  medicines.     In 
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the  garden  are  reared  almoft  all  the  officinal  herbs 
in  great  abundance. 

The  principal  and  mod  remarkable  fuburb  is 
undoubtedly  the  german  flobode;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  by  way  of  eminence,  generally  called 
the  Sjlobode.  It  lies  on  the  eaflern  fide  of  the 
city,  and  forms  the  fuburb  as  one  comes  hither 
from  Vladimir,  It  is  entered  by  three*  of  the 
fined  fireets,  the  Pokrofka,  the  new  Bofman- 
naiya,  and  the  old  Bofmannaiya.  This  fuburb 
is  inhabited  not  only  by  Germans,  as  foreigners 
might  be  apt  to  fuppofe,  but  likewife  many 
Ruffians  live  here,  other  in  their  own,  or  hired 
houfes ;  nor  do  all  the  Germans  in  Mofco  refide 
in  the  flobode,  but  a  great  proportion  of  them 
dwell  in  other  ftreets  and  parts  of  the  town. 
Thefe  are  chiefly  phyficians,  apothecaries,  tutors, 
merchants,  and  fome  tradefmeri,  fuch  as  taylors 
and  fhoemakers,  who  choofe  their  fituation  ac- 
cording as  it  fuits  with  their  bufinefs.  Hie 
german  inhabitants  of  the  flobode,  befides  a  few 
merchants,  and  fome  of  the  learned  profeflions, 
are  moftly  artificers.  The  Germans  have  here 
four  churches $  two  lutheran,  one  catholic,  and 
one  calviniftic.  The  congregation  of  the  new 
lutheran  church  is  the  moft  numerous.  Thefe 
churches  are  fupported  by  the  voluntary  contri- 
butions 
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butions  of  the  feveral  congregations*  Each  has 
its  preacher  with  a  tolerably  good  appointment. 
In  connection  with  each  of  the  two  lutheran 
churches  is  a  fchool,  governed  by  a  reftor,  who 
at  the  fame  time  performs  the  office  of  organift 
and  chanter  during  divine  fervice.  Thefe  fchools 
would,  perhaps,  be  better  conduced,  if  the  pay 
of  the  teachers  was  not  fo  vary  fmall. 

The  new  lutheran  church  is  advantageoufly 
diftinguiftied  from  the  reft  by  feveral  rational 
and  prudent  alterations.  The  introduction  of 
the  excellent  peterfburg  hymn-book,  containing 
the  hymns  of  Klopftock,  Gellert,  Cramer,  &c 
and  a  noble  and  edifying  liturgy,  on  pure  evan- 
gelical principles,  redounds  greatly  to  the  honour 
of  the  minifter. 

For  thefe  improvements  the  church  is  moftiy 
indebted  to  ks  prefent  paftor  Dr.  Jerbzimfky,  a 
man  who,,  among  other  virtues,  poffefles  that  of 
hearkening  to  reafonable  remonftrances  and  of 
following  the  advice  of  the  wife  and  pious.  The 
dregs  of  the  old  leaven  have  in  fliori  been  tho- 
roughly purged  out  by  Mr.  Heideke,  d&  paftor 
adjun&us,  a  young  man  of  uncommon  endow- 
ments,  and  eminent  erudition.  His  fermons 
inculcate  a  found  morality,  blended  with  a  clear 
and  convincing  do&rine,  with  which  he  fuccefs- 
fully  combats  religious  prejudices  and  unchriftiaa 
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conduit;  animating  his  hearers  to  a  virtuous 
life  by  the  warmth  of  his  compofitions,  and  the 
elegance  of  his  delivery.  He  has  all  the  graces 
of  di&ion  at  command,  poffeffes  a  rare  perfonal 
eloquence,  a  full  and  modulated  utterance,  and 
a  dignified  eafe  which  never  forfakes  him.  la 
ihorf,  he  feems  born  for  an  orator. 

In  the  old  church  the  Kcenigfberg  hymn-book 
is  ftill  retained,  and  the  fermons  are  more  in  the 
tafte  of  the  old  fcholaftic  theology,  fo  that  thofe 
poor  fheep  of  the  lutheran  flock  in  Mofco,  who 
yet  adhere  to  the  antient  formulary  of  dogmas, 
may  here  find  their  pafture. 

The  lutheran  congregations  in  Mofco,  as  well 
as  in  Peterfburg,  have  the  privilege  of  choofing 
their  own  preachers;  an  advantage  which  the 
other  german  congregations  in  Ruffia  have  not. 
They  receive  their  preachers  at  the  appointment 
of  the  college  of  juftice,  by  whom  they  are  alfo 
paid ;  whereas  die  preachers  at  Mofco  and  St, 
Peterfburg  are  falaried  as  well  as  elected  by  the 
congregations. 

The  generality  of  the  Germans  born  at  Mofcq 
difcover  but  few  traces  of  their  german  origin ; 
in  manners   and   cuftoms  forcing  themfelves 

chiefly  on  the  Ruflians.  Numbers  of  them  un* 
derftand  not  a  word  of  German j  and  many  who 
{fwk,  it,  employ  a  jargon  very  difficult  to  b$ 
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comprehended;  bringing  into  their  fpeech  not 
only  applications  and  properties  of  the  ruffian 
language,  but  giving  currency  to  whole  words, 
\vith  or  without  german  terminations :  and  what 
is  here  faicj  of  the  Germans  may  be  applied  to  all 
foreigners.  They  fay  kriltzo,  inftead  of  the 
fteps  at  the  houfe-door;  gulianie,  inftead  of 
taking  a  walk ;  tfcherdak,  for  the  garret ;  dvor- 
nik,  inftead  of  fervant ;  rafnofchtfchik,  inftead 
of  the  man  who  fells  things  about  the  ftreets,  &c. 
be  fo  good  and  tell  me ;"  "  do  all  what  I 
could  ;"  "  I  ordered  the  taylor  to  few  me  a 
coat ;"  "  who  fews  your  clothes?"  inftead  of, 
"  who  makes  your  clothes  ?"  and  many  other 
fuch  inftances  verbally  tranflated  from  the  rufs  op 
german. 

On  the  other  hand  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that 
the  pronunciation  of  the  Germans  here,  is  in* 
comparably  fofter  and  more  fonorous  than  that 
of  the  native  Germans,  of  whatever  province 
they  be.  Their  tpngyie  becomes  more  pliant,  as 
in  their  youth  they  learn  feveral  languages,  and 
their  ear  is  better  capable  of  difcriminating 
whatever  is  harfh,  as  they  learn  almoft  all  the 
djale&s  of  Germany  from  the  new  comers,  who 
meet  together  in  Mofco  from  the  various  pro* 
vinces  of  that  empire ;  and  the  provincialifm  of 
language  cannot  poffibly  have  apy  charms  tq 
pp  unbiafled  mind. 
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The  German,  ad  well  as  every  other  foreigner, 
tomes  to  Ruflia  in  the  defign  of  making  a  for- 
tune, and  then  quietly  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
labours  in  his  native  country.  For  a  year  or  two 
he  adheres  firmly  to  this  fenthnent,  as  he  finds 
no  attraftions  to  the  contrary.  Foreign  man- 
ners and  a  ftrange  language  render  his  life 
uncomfortable,  and  he  fighs  for  home.  By  in- 
fenfible  degrees,  however,  he  becomes  more 
familiar  with  thefe  manners  and  this  language* 
He  experiences,  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
a  generous  and  indulgent  treatment,  which  the 
more  gratefully  affe&s  him,  the  lefs  he  has  been 
accuftomed  to  it  in  his  own  country.  While  he 
enjoys  almoft  all  the  benefits  belonging  to  the 
natives  of  the  country  where  he  lives,  he  bears 
none  of  their  burdens  fo  long  as  he  choofes  to 
remain  a  foreigner,  and  the  return  to  the  place 

c 

of  his  birth  is  always  open  to  him,  with  whatever 
he  has  acquired  by  his  induftry,  his  abilities,  or 
his  good  fortune  in  Ruffia.  Only  when  he  is 
determined  by  inclination,  or  his  particular  con- 
cerns, to  declare  himfelf  a  fubjett,  in  order  that 
he  may  be  a  burgher,  or  purchafe  eftates  in  land, 
he  (hares  the  burdens  of  the  natives,  as  well  as 
their  fignal  advantages.  This  liberty  enjoyed 
by  foreigners  in  Ruflia  is  fo  inviting  and  alluring, 
that  it  almoft  always  obfeures  the  darling  idea 

of 
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of  home,  and  feduces  many  a  ftranger  to  be  un* 
faithful  to  his  firft  love.     To  this  muft  be  added, 
the  luxurious  way  of  life  in  which  men  are  fo 
apt  to  indulge,  who  make  eafy  and  confiderable 
profits.    Now, .  if  we  only  confider  that  the  fo- 
reigner is  under  no  conftraint  from  forms  and 
ceremonies  of  any  kind,  that  no  vexatious  corpo- 
ration-laws obftruft  or  confine  the  artificer  in  his 
works,  that  the  phyfician  and  the  artift,  after  due 
examination,  may  exercife  their  art  and  ikill,and 
the  merchant  employ  his  capital  in  what  way  he 
pleafes,  it  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  very  few 
foreigners,  who  have  lived  a  long  time  in  Ruffia, 
have  any  afpirations  to  return   to    their  own. 
country ;  and  that  thofe  few  who  have  firmnefs 
enough  to  refift  all  the  charms  of  their  fecond 
home,  and  go  back  to  their  paternal  feat,  yet 
foon  make  their  re-appearance  in  Ruffia's  happy 
borders,  confeffing  that  it  is  difficult  to  accuf- 
torn  themfelves  again  to  the  yoke  of  partialities, 
refpe&able  only  from  their  antiquity  and  pre- 
judices hereditarily  derived,  without  examination, 
from  age  to  age,  which  formerly  appeared  left 
hard  to  be  borne,  only  from  habit  and  the  inex- 
perience of  early  life. 

The  prime  clafs  of  the  Germans  here,  un- 
doubtedly, is  made  up  of  physicians.  Over 
all  Ruffia  the  medical   department  is   almoft 

cxclufively 


/ 


394  SKETCH  OF   MOSCO. 

jexclufively  in  the  hands  of  german  phyficfans. 
But  few  Ruffians,  and  (till  fewer  Englifhmen  and 
Frenchmen,  form  an  exception  to  this  obferva- 
tion,  and  thefe  have  in  all  refpe&s  fo  affimilated 
with  the  Germans,  that  they,  may  be  eafily  mis- 
taken for  them.     In  general,  the  phyfician  finds 
a  very  ample   fubfiftence  in  Ruffia j    but  his 
richeft  veins  of  gold  are  Peterfburg  and  Mofco. 
In  London  alone,  perhaps,  is  the  mine  of  difeafes 
fb  productive  as  here.     Several  phyfician^  make 
annually.  10,000  rubles  by  their  praftice.     The 
moft  eminent   at  prefent  are,  Frefe,  Yenifch, 
Kerefturi,    Doppelmayer,     Pfahler,     Richter, 
jMafchmeyer,  &c. 

The  reft  of  the  learned  Germans  in  Mofco 
are  fome  profeffors  of  the  univerfity,  the  pas- 
tors, and  the  domeftic  tutors,  though  among 
the  latter  fome  unlearned  occafionally  creep  in* 
The  falary  of  the  profeffors  is  not  very  high ; 
and,  in  order  to  gain  a  decent  livelihood,  they 
find  it  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  collateral 
occupations,  as  private  tutors,  writers,  tranfla- 
tors,  &c.     After  having  been  ten  years  in  office 
they  get  a  title,  ufually  that  of  hofrath,  or  court- 
counsellor,  and  regularly  every  ten  years  they 
are  promoted  in  rank. 

The  domeftic  tutors,  in  the  principal  and  moil 
opulent  families,  are,  fince  the  french  revolution, 

moftty 
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moftly  Germans;  yet  it  is  always  required  of 
them  to  poffefs  the  french  tongue  to  a  certain 
degree  of  perfection,  as  it  dill  continues  to  be 
the  language  of  converfation  among  the  fuperior 
ranks. 

Among  the  german  tradefmen,  the  taylors  are 
the  mod  numerous  as  well  as  the  moft  fubftan- 
tiaL  It  would  be  thought  a  violation  of  the 
Hrft  rules  of  good  tafte  to  wear  a  coat  made  by 
any  other  than  a  german  taylor  j  and  thefe  ar- 
tificers in  drapery  are  extremely  well  fkilled  in 
the  art  of  turning  this  prejudice  to  their  advan- 
tage. They  bring  in  long  bills,  and  are  well 
paid  for  their  work.  The  other  german  handi- 
craftfmen,  {hoe-makers,  glovers,  joiners,  fmiths, 
&c,  all  make  handfpme  profits,  and  ,are  gene- 
rally likewife  in  very  good  circumftances. 

Befides  the  german  flobode  there  is*  alfo  a 
grusinian,  where  the  princes,  who  fled  from 
Grufinia,  or  Georgia,  have  fettled  with  their 
followers;  and  a  Tartarian.  They  lie  on 
(he  oppofite  fides  of  the  city. 
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CHAP.    V. 

The  univerfity.  —  Profeffors.  —  Curators.  —  Kherafkb£ 

—  GalHtzin.  —  Turyenief.  —  Faculties.  —  Students. 

—  Sword  (ludents.  —  Half  yearly  examinations.  — 
The  gymnafium.  —  The  academy  of  nobles.  ~  The 
foimdling4iolpitaL  —  Increafe  of  this  inftitution*  — 
Structures.  —  Internal  eftabliihment.  —  Direction.  — 
Funds.  —  Diftribution  into  feveral  ages.  —  Number, 

—  Facility  of  gaining  admiffion  for  children.  —  Bene- 
fit of  this  inftitutioik.  —  Commercial  fchool.  —  Bene- 
ficent tare  of  her  majefty  the  present  emprefe.  — 
Exceflive  mortality.  —  Caufes  thereof.  ' 

Young  as  the  univerfity  is,  being  founded  in 
the  year    1755   by   the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  it 
already  evinces  many  marks  of  confirmed  matu- 
rity, and  the  folidity  of  the  fettled  age;  and, 
furprifing  as  it  may  feem  at  fo  early  a  period, 
flie  rifes  from  year  to  year  to  greater  excellence. 
While  the  univerfity  reckons  among  its  profeff- 
ors  fuch  men  as  Barfof,  Matthaei,   Schwartz, 
Schade,  Rod,  Tfchubataref,  Antonlky,  Baufe, 
Heym,  and  curators  of  fuch  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened minds  as  Schuvalof,  Meliflino,  Eherafkof, 
and  Gallitzin,  who  have  contributed  greatly  by 
their  talents  to  bring  it  to  its  prefent  refpe&able 
ftate,  no  doubts  can  be  entertained  of  its  far* 

ther 
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ther  progrelk  Of  thefe  latter  Kherasico* 
fliines  foremoft  as  one  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
authors  in  Ruflia,  in  the  department  of  belle$ 
lettres.  He  is  at  prqfent  the  fenior  curator* 
In  the  fame  rank  with  him  ftands  prince  Gal* 
jlitzin,  a  kinfmah  of  the  actual  founder  of  the 
univerfity,  the  firft  lord  of  the  bedchamber, 
Schuvalof.  He  was  educated  abroad,  chiefly  in 
France.  The  dire&or  Turyenief  underftaads 
feveral  foreign  languages,  and  is  an  a&ive  labo- 
rious man,  who  has  the  profperity  of  this  feat 
of  learning  much  at  heart. 

The  univerfity  has  only  three  faculties :  phi- 
losophy, jurifprudence,  and  medicine ;  as  for  the 
ftudy  of  theology  there  are  particular  femina- 
ries,  in  Mofco,  in  the  Troitzkoe  monaftery,  in 
Kolomna,  Kief,  &c.  The  number  of  young 
men  who  follow  their  ftudies  at  the  expence 
of  the  crown  amounts  to  fifty :  thefe  ftude&tt, 
as  well  as  moft  of  the  profefTors,  refide  in  the 
univerfity,  which  is  a  large  elegant  edifice  fitu- 
ate  on  the  Mochovaiya,  occupying,  with  its  col- 
lateral buildings,  a  very  confiderable  fpace. 
The  ftudents  are  divided  into  two  clafies,  one 
called  (imply  students,  the  other  sword- 
students,  the  fword,  with  which  certain 
privileges  are  connetted,  being  distributed  as  a 
reward  to  the  more  deferving.    Nor  has  there 

hitherto 
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hitherto  been  an  inftance  of  this  mark  of  hortouf 
having  been  mifapplied,  as  frequently  happens 
at  the  german  academies,  where  every  one  wears 
it  on  being  matriculated.  The  diftribution  of 
the  fwords,  as  well  as  the  gold  and  (ilver  medals, 
and  the  books,  which  are  conferred  as  recom- 
pences  for  induftry  and  good  conduit,  is  made 
at  the  great  half-yearly  examinations,  when  the 
ftudents  are  obliged  to  give  various  proofs  of 
their  proficiency ;  a  practice  indubitably  produc- 
tive of  beneficial  effe&s,  and  which  might  be  ad- 
vantageoufly  introduced  into  other  univerfities. 

The  gymnasium,  which  is  connefted  with 
the  univerfity,  ferves  ir  as  a  feminjuy  ;  the  moft 
advanced  of  the  fuperior  clafles  being  admitted 
therein  as  ftudents.  The  number  of  fcholars  at 
the  gymnafium  amounts  to  fome  hundreds,  of 
whom  150  are  maintained  by  the  crown;  the 
reft  have  likewife  their  inftruSion  free  of  ex- 
pence.  The  fons  of  decayed  noblemen,  eccle- 
fiaftics,  fcribes,  ftewards,  and  petty  merchants 
attend  this  fchool  on  account  of  its  cheapnefs. 
But  wealthy  nobles  and  rich  burghers  fend  their 
children  to  what  is  called  the  noble  aca- 
demy :  an  inftitution  originally  not  within  the 
plan  of  the  univerfity,  but  which  was  fet  up  by  a 
few  profeffors  as  a  collateral  employment,  but  is 
now  united  with  the  univerfity.     It  is  in  a  very , 

flourifh- 
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flourifhing  ftate,  and  numbers  about  150  pupils. 
The  infpe&or  of  this  inftitution  is  profeflbr  An- 
tonfky,  in  all  refpe&s  a  very  diligent  and  fit 
perfon  for  that  ftation. 

The  foundling-house  forms  an  elegant 
counterpart  to  the  univerfity.  This  beneficial 
foundation  is  continually  increafmg  in  ftability 
and  extent:  a  circumftance  partly  owing  to  the 
wife  and  well-digefted  plan  on  which  it  is  framed, 
but  partly  likewife  to  the  rare  felicity  of  having 
had  at  its  head,  almoft  without  exception,  pru- 
dent and  upright  governors. 

The  habitations  of  the  foundlings,  their  over- 
ieers,  teachers,  and  nurfes,  the  church,  the  ma- 
gazine, breweries,  bake-houfes,  kitchens,  bath- 
ing-rooms, hofpital- wards,  &c.  compofe  all  to- 
gether /  a  little  town ;  as  the  circumference  of 
all  thefe  buildings  comprizes  above  three  verfts. 
Thefe  feveral  buildings  are  fubftantial,  commo- 
dious, and  handfome.  Only  the  diftrift  in 
which  they  (land,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Yaufa  and  the  Molkva,  is  damp  and  marfhy. 
The  internal  difpofition  is  excellent.  The  greatefl: 
cleanlinefs  and  order  everywhere  prevail;  due 
inftru&ion  in  everything  neceflary  for  a  burgher 
to  know ;  the  utmoft  attention  and  care,  in  re- 
gard to  the  health  of  the  children,  are  the 
fhiking  chara&eriftics  of  this  inftitution. 

The 
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The  emprefs  takes  upon  her  the  chief  infpe& 
tlon  of  the  foundling  hofpital,  and  under  her 
count  Sievers  dire&s  the  whole ;  an  a&ive  and 
liberal  nobleman,  known  in  Europe  chiefly  by 
his  embaffy  in  Poland  during  the  diet  at  Grodno. 
Under  him  is  a  council  confifting  of  the  chief 
director  and  three  wardens.    This  council  ex* 
pedites    everything  relative  either  morally '  or 
phy fically  to  the  eftablUhment.    In  fubordina* 
(ion  to  it  are  the  cenfor,  the  oeconome,  and  the 
principal  accountant.    The  cenfor  is  the  chief 
infpettor  over  the  education  and  inftru&ion ;  the 
bufinefs  of   the  oeconome    and   the  principal 
accountant,  is  fufficiently  clear  from  the  names  of 
their  office.     The  funds  of  this  inftitution  are  a 
lombard,  a  tax  upon  all  public  entertainments, 
as  plays,  Vauxhalls,  &c.  and  upon  cards,  which 
are  (lamped  by  the  foundlinghf  ufe.    Thefe  two 
taxes  are  very  productive.    The  houfe  too  has 
feveral  manufactories,  in  which  the  work  is  per* 
formal  raoftly  by  foundlings. 

Over  the  girls  is  a  chief  infpe&refs,  under 
whom  are  the  other  infpe&reffes  and  nurfes,  as 
the  girls  and  boys  are  kept  carefully  feparate. 
Both  the  one  and  the  other  fex  are  divided  into 
different  ages.  Each  of  thefe  ages  has  its  pecu* 
liar  Employments  paftimes,  and  le&ions.  The 
inftru&ion  in  fciences  and  languages  is  con« 
7  dufted 
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du&ed  by  tutors  both  with  the  boys  and  the 
girls ;  but  always  apart*  The  latter  are  taught 
the  feminine  arts  by  women,  and  every  age  has 
an  infpe&refs  and  a  nurfe,  as  the  divifions  of 
the  boys  are  provided  with  their  overfeers  and 
nurfes.  The  whole  number  of  the  foundlings 
is  upwards  of  5000.  At  every  hour  of  the  day 
and  the  night,  children"  are  admitted,  without 
the  leaft  obje&ion  or  inquiry.  Nothing  but  a 
ticket  is  required,  intimating  whether  or  not  the 
child  has  been  baptized ;  and,  if  it  has,  fignify- 
ing  the  name  it  received.  Here  are  alfo  wards 
properly  fitted  up  for  lying-in  women,  who  are 
delivered  by  expert  midwives  free  of  all  ex- 
pence. 

It  is  not  to  be  defcribed  how  much  this  con- 
venient inftitution  is  frequented.  Not  only  the 
fruits  of  forbidden  intercourfe  are  here  depofited 
by  high  and  low,  but  alfo  numbers  of  indigent 
married  perfons,  fearful  that  they  may  not  be 
able  to  provide  food  and  education  for  their 
children,  commit  them  to  the  care  of  this  cha- 
ritable eftaWi(hment,  where  they  are  not  only 
maintained,  but  brought  up  to  become  ufeful 
members  of  fociety.  Since  the  firft  inftitution 
of  this  bofpital,  a  period  •  of  more  than  forty 
years,  not  one  inftance  of  child-murder  has  been 
detefted  in  the  whole  circuit  of  Mofco. 

VOL.  II.  D  D  A  SCHOOL 
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A   SCHOOL   OF    TRADE    AND  !  COMMERCE    MH 

connected  with  this  eftablifliment,  which  owes 
its  foundation  to  the  generofity  of  a  wealthy 
proprietor  of  iron-mines,  the  late  Prokopy  Di- 
xnidof.  A  capital  of  two  Hundred  and  live  thou- 
fand  rubles  was  the  fund  which  he  prefented  to 
its  endowment.  |n  this  fchool,  a  hundred  fons 
of  poor  merchants  arc  maintained,  and  taught 
from  their  earlieft  youth  the  bufinefs  of  the 
counting-haufe,  and  the  languages  of  Europe. 
Several  mercantile  houfes  in  Mofco  have  already 
been  furnilhed  with  able  clerks  from  this  infti- 
tutipn. 

The  foundling  houfc  has  been  principally  be- 
nefited, fince  her  majefty  the  prefent  emprefe 
Maria  Feodorevna  has  bellowed  fuch  great  care 
and  attention  in  removing  the  abufes  that  had 
crept  in,  and  for  the  restoration  of  order  in  its 
feveral  departments*  She  has  particularly  ex- 
erted her  endeavours  to  put  a  flop  to  the  caufe^ 
of  that  exceffive  mortality,  which  indeed  was  a 
great  reproach  to  this  ufeful  inftitution.  For* 
though  no  bills  of  mortality  were  ever  publifhed 
of  the  foundling-houfe,  which,  by  the  way,  was 
a  ftrange  negleft,  confidering  the  general. regu- 
larity that  prevails  in  this  place,  and  the  number 
of  phyficians  belonging  to  it9  yet  it  is  eafy  to- 
conclude,  from  a  variety  of  circumftances,  that 

the 


tne  mortality  in  the  foundling-houfe  niuft  be  ex- 
ceedingly great.     The  caufes  of  it,  befides  the 
damp  and  unwholefome  fituation  of  the  place, 
appear  ^o  be  the  following.     Ktft,  a  great  part 
of  the  new-born  children  are  donfigned  to  nurfeS 
in  the  country  till  they  are  weaned.      Howevef 
national  and  proper  this  pra&ice  may  feem,  it  is 
attended  with  dreadful  eflfeds  ;  as  the  poor  chil- 
dren ate  entirely  trufted  to  negligent*  generally 
hard  and  infenfible  Women,  and  no  farther  con* 
cern  i$  taken  about  them.     Having  once  re- 
ceived their  pay  for  nurfing*  their  end  is  an- 
fwered,  whether  the  child  live  or  not.     Perhaps 
fcarcely  a  third  of  the  babes  given  to  them  ever 
came  back*     It  is  now  ordered,  that  a  furgeon 
lhall  go  round  the  villages  where  the  children 
are  kept.     In  the  next  place,  it  feems  impoffible, , 
that  a  wet  nurfe  fhould  give  proper  fuck  to 
^veral  children  at.  once ;  and  yet  it  often  hap* 
£ened  that  one  wet  nurfe  had  three  or   four 
children  to  nourifh.     The  eirtprefs  has  reformed 
this  abufe  likewife*     And  laftly,  the  infpeftors 
and  phyficians  were  perhaps  in  many  important 
.  frefpe&s   rather  too  c^trelefs.1    They  feemed  to 
think  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  poor 
children,  except  when  they  were  ill  in  the  fick 
wards;    whereas   certainly  fc  a   concern  for   the 
health  of  the  children  in  fuch   an  inftitution 

9ttght  to  be  inceflant  and  univerfaL 
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CHAP.    VI. 


The  theatre.  —  Maddox.  —  Rooms  for  mafquerades  anof 
concerts.  —  The  infide  of  the  theatre.  —  Boxes.  — 
Pit.  —  Price.  —  A&ors.  —  Comparlfoir  of  trfe  rti& 
fian  actors  with  the  german..  —  Perfonal  qualifications 

..  of  the.  a&ors.  —  Afchokin.  —  The  Melnik.  —  The 
Sbitenfchtfchik.  —  Pomerantzef.  —  Schufcherin.  — 
Ponamaref.  —  A&refTes.  —  Sinieflky.  —  Naffova.  — 
Kolagribova.  —  Plays.  —  Original.  —  Tranflations. 
Kotzebue's  pieces.  —  Ballet.  — -  Decorum  of  the  pit. 
— •  Clapping.  —  Noife  at  the  representation  of  uni|t*» 
lifting  pieces!. 

An  Englifhman,  named  Maddox,  is  the  pro- 
prietor and  manager  of  the  theatre.  He  carrre 
to  Mofcb  about  five-and-twenty  years  ago,  as  a 
rope-dancer,  pofture-mafter,  and  performer  of 
Height  of  hand.  Without  money,  without  know- 
ing the  language  of  rhe  country,  unacquainted 
with  the  manners  and  difpofitions  of  the  Mof- 
covhes,  he  ventured  to  open  a  theatre;  anil 
from  his  induftry,  his  verfatik  genius,  and  per- 
haps likewife  by  that  fortune^  which  is  faid  al- 
ways to  favour  the  bold,  his  undertaking  was 
crowned  with  fucceisi  He  foon  obtained  fo- 
much  credit  as  to  enable  him  to  ereft*  a  new 
theatre  from  the  ground  ;  a  ftrufture  which  for 

elegance 
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degance  of  architecture,  as  well  as  for  dimen- 
fions  and  folidity,  may  vie  with  any  in  Mofco. 
Befides  the  theatre  it  contains  concert  and  af- 
fembly-rooms,  in  which  the  new  mafquerade- 
room  is  particularly  diftinguifhable  for  its  mag- 
nificence.    This  hall,  which  is  of  uncommon 
magnitude,  and  conveniently  holds  feveral  thou- 
fend  peifons,  alone  coft  fifty  thoufand  rubles. 
v   The  theatre  is  perhaps  one  of  the  largeft 
m  Europe.     Befides  foijr  ftories  of  boxes,  it  has 
two  fpactous  galleries.  ,  The  pit  has  two  feriea 
of  benches,   extending  .to  the  main  entrance 
down  the  middle,  having  at  the  fides  inclofed 
feats  j  and  yet  there  is  a  confiderable  vacant 
fpace  remaining.     The  boxes  are  moftly  deco- 
rated with   fumptuous  damaik  hangings,  and 
furnifhed    with  mirrors    and    pendant  kiftres. 
The  generality  of  them  have  iilk  curtains,  form* 
ing  altogether  a  fuperb  and  brilliant  view.    They 
are  annually  let  for  a  certain  number  of  repre- 
sentations*; they  are  however  to  be  had  at  a 
stated  price  *on  other  days,  ibr  particular  'Occa- 
sions, at  the  performance  of  a  new  play,  or  of 
-one  that  is   eminently  admired.     The  annual 
rent  of  a  box  is   from  three    hundred  to  a 
thoufand  rubles  and  upwards.     Admittance  to 
die  pit  a  ruble.  —  Prices  which  fufficiently 
ihew  the    expenfivenefs   of  the   amufements, 

P  p  3  as 
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as  well  as  the  luxury  of  Motto.  For  it  fddorf* 
happens  that  a  box  is  unlet ;  and  the  pit  it 
generally  fullt 

,  The  a&brs  and  a&fcfles  here  are  not  held  ig 
that  high  efteem  which  they  enjoy  in  Germany, 
and  other  countries  of  Europe  by  the  admirers 
of  their  art :  on  the  other  hand,  however,  no 
prejudice  is  entertained  againft  them,  fo  as  to 
exclude  them  from  genteel  company,  or  at  lead 
to  bring  them  into  contempt  with  certain  claffes 
of  fociety,  as  i%  (till  the  cafe  in  fome  parts  of 
Germany,  The  aft  or,  like  any  other  artift,  is  > 
efteemed  by  both  the  quality  and  the  commona- 
lity here,  according  to  his  merit ;  though  neither 
himfelf  nor  his  art  is  idolized  to  the  difadvantage 
of  other  talents.  On  the  contrary,  he  is  geae* 
rally  clafled  lower  than  the  poet,  the  painter, 
and  /  the  elegant  fcholar.  However, .  he  need 
jiowhere  be  a&amed  of  his  profeflion,  and  it  is 
■flever  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to  him.  If  he 
fce- otherwife  a  good  and  peaceable  member  of 
fdciety,  be  enjoys  all  the  advantages  of  it,  and 
ftands  as  high  in  the  public  opinion  as  any  other 
-man,  His  profeffioh  is  no  obftacle  in  his  way, 
No  popular  prejudice  keeps  him  down.  In  all 
civil  relations  he.  finds  credit  and  confidence  if 
he  be  otherwife  deferving  of  them.  He  can 
quit  the  theatre,  and  may  expeft  every  fuitable 

.»..*"      provifioij 
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•Jfrwifion  to  which  his  talents  givfe  a  riglit  to 
pretend.  I  know  not  which  has  the  beft  of  it* 
the  gcrraan  a£tor,  who  is  on  one  fide  extolled 
to  the  flrier,  and  on  the.  other  funk  down  to  the 
jpottomkfs  pit,  or  the  *  tiffian  performer  who 
quietly  makes  his  way  among  his  friends  and 
countrymen  like  the  reft  of  mankind. 
.  The  performers  in  Mofco  are  not  fo  nume* 
rous  as  .they  might  ;be.  The  principal  parts  are 
but  moderately  filled,  and  •  fome .  that  are  not 
jnfignificant  fie  entirely  fallow  j  for  inftance,  the 
parts  of  the  artful  parafite.  The  mod  eminent 
a&ors  are  Afchokin,  Pomerantzef,  Schufchdrin; 
and  Eonamaref. 

.  Aschokin,  a  very  good  comic  performer,  is 
particularly  great  in  the  national-comic  fcerie, 
and  his  ufefulnefs  is  the  more  confiderable,  as 
he  fings.  His  capital  parts  are  undoubtedly  the 
miller  in  the  Melnik  (the  Miller;),  and  the 
old  guardian  in  the  Sbitenschtschik  *.  Both 
pieces  are  national  operettas.  The  chief  part 
in  the  former  is  the  -Miller,  from  whom  the 
jpieoe  has  its  name.      Together  with  his  proper 

*  Sbiten  is  a  liquor  made, of  honey,  pepper,  and  Crater, 
which  in  winter  is  carried  about  the  ftreets,  as  mead  is  in 
fummer.  It  is  contained  in  a  large  glafs  decanter,  and 
ferved  in  tumblers  to  the  cuftomers.  Tf  he  vender  of  this 
udrink  is  .called  Sbitenfchtfchik. 

x>4>  4  v         itrade 


408  v  SKETCH  OF    MOSCO.. 

§ 

trade  he  exercifcs  the  art  of  fortune-telling  afi4 
of  go-between.  Nothing  can  be  more  natural  afti 
true  than  Afchokin  in  this  part.     The  guardaa 
in  the  Sbitenfchtfchik  is  an  old  covetous  mer- 
chant, who  refolves  to  marry  his  young  and  - 
rich  ward  ;  but  foe,  as  ufual,  is  fnatched  from 
his  clutches  by  a  poor  but  young  and  deferring 
officer.      This  character  is  not  unfrequently  met 
with  on  the  theatre  of  other  countries,  and  in 
Tome  is  well  performed ;  but  here  fo  much  of 
the  national  peculiarities  is  interwoven  with  it, 
that  it  is  in  fome  degree  new,    Afchokin  plays 
it  incomparably, 

Fomerantzef*s  parts  are  generous  fathers. 
He  is  in  the  highefl  reputation  of  all  the  attors, 
as  to  his  profefliqnal  talents  he  adds  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  drama,  and  an  excellent  theory 
of  his  art.  His  triumphant  part  is  the  Painter 
in  the  german  play  of  the  Father  of  the  Family, 
pity  that  his  organs  of  utterance  are  too  weak 
for  this  large  theatre. 

Schuscherim,  a^well-fhaped  man,  plays  the 
principal  lovers  and  heroes.  Figure,  powers  of 
declamation,  talents,  all  concur  in  rendering  him 
an  accomplifhed  a&or.  His  favourite  part  of  all 
js  Wiihelm  in  the  Kind  der  Liebe*  by  JCofzebuq* 

*  Acted  In  London  under  the  name  of  Lovers'  Vows, 
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He  is  rivalled  by  Ylabilfchtfchikof,  who  plays 
alio  kings  and  heroes. 

Ponamaref,  a  comic  aftor.  His  parts  are 
intriguing  and  diverting  fervants,  droll  tutors, 
ridiculous  pedants,  Sec.  A  fly  and  officious  in- 
termeddler  in  the  above-mentioned  Sbitenfcht- 
fchik  is  one  of  his  principal  parts.  He  like  wife 
plays  excellently  Ghita  in  the  opera  Cofa  Rara. 
Of  the  aftrefles  the  moft  diftinguiflied  are 
madame  Sineflky,  Naffova,  and  Kolagridova. 

Madame  Sinefsky  (now  Zakharof)  performs 
the  parts  of  the  principal   female  lover  with 
tolerable  fuccefs;  but  (he  is  deficient  in  voice. 
In  general  flie  (hews  more  fcience  than  talent, 
Befides,  flie  fs  no  longer  in  her  prime.     Ma- 
dame Nas so va  plays  the  parts   of  the  romp 
and  the  (imple  country  girlj  and  this  depart- 
ment is  exa&ly  fuited  to  her.     She  is,  perhaps, 
the  bed  female  performer  at  this  theatre  j  her 
excellence,   however,  arifes  more  from  nature 
than  from  art.     Laftly,  madame  Kolagridova 
excels  in  Mrs.  Sfddons's  line  of  parts,  and  leaves 
all  her  fitter  perfprmers  far  behind  her,  in  what, 
relates  to  art  and  acquired  abilities. 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  particularize  the  inferior 
3&ors.  It  mud  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that 
the  number  of  excellent  players  has  lately  had 
an  acceffion  of  two  by  the  engagement  of  Sak- 
py**o>  and  hi$  wife*    Madame  Sandunova  is 

peculiarly 
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peculiarly  ravilhing  in  her  performance  of  Ghjty 
in  the  Cofa  Rara.  She  fings  to  adnairatkm* 
and  is  in  general  a  complete  a&reft*  <   ■    •  i 

Among  the  pieces  reprefented,  the  original 
are  but  few ;  moft  of  them  being  tranflatiortf 
from  the  germans  and  englifh,  particularly  the 
former.  The  moll  favourite,  befides  the  Mtu 
mat  and  the  Sbitenschtschik,  which  ha*e 
been  already  mentioned,  are  -the  Nedorosjl  % 
and  the  Brigadier,  both  by  Van  Wifin,  and 
J>mitri  Samosvanetch,  the  Falfe  Dmitri,  ' 
by  Kherafkof.  This  lad  is  a  tragedy,  of  whidh 
the  plot  is  taken  from  the  ruffian  hiftory.  The 
two  pieces  by  Van  Wifin  are  comedies,  and  ad- 
mirably paint  the  national  manner*. 

The  translation*  that  have  been  attended  with   . 

r 

moft  fuccefs  at  this  theatre,  are  Emilia  Gakrtti, 
Mifs  Sarah  Samfon,  Minna  van  Barnhela% 
Clavigo,  Beverley,  Mariana,  and  above  all  the 
dramatic  productions  of  Kotzebue :  Menfcheit- 
Jutfs  und  Reuej-,  the  Papagoy,  the  Kind  der 
Liebe,  Armuth  und  Edelfinn,  i.  e.  Poverty  and 
Generofity,  and  Die  Lafterfchule,  or  the  SdiooJ 
x>f  Vice,  which  are  become  the  favourite  pieces 

*  Ncdorofl  fignifies  a  mtnor,  a  pupil,  or  a  lad ;  but 
throughout  this  play  it  feems  to  be  the  Spoiled  Child. 

•J*  Performed  on  the  Englifh  ftage  under  the  title  of  the 
"Stranger. 

'  of 
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cff-  the  raofcovke  public.  Thefe  have  aH  had  a 
great  ruiv  and  are  ftill  performed  to  fuch  crowded 
juidiences,  that  numbers  cannot  gain  admiffion 
when  a  play  of  &otzebue  •$  has  been  announced* 
No  dramatic  ppet,  whether  native  or  foreigner, 
ha*  here  ever  attained  fuch  a  height  of  celebrity 
as  Kotzebue.  His  name  is  never  mentioned  in  the 
politer  circles  without  enthufiafm,  and  if  that  be 
the  fureft  reft  of  excellence,  this  writer  mufb  be 
a  paragon  of  perfection.  At  any  rate,  it  may 
fufgee  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  tafte  of  this  capital  itt 
the  department  of  the  drama. 

The  JJA14.BT  h  deferving  of  particular  notice, 
as  being  by  no  means  of  an  inferior  quality.  It 
has  gained  confidently  under  the  management 
of  theballet-mafterPiNUGCi,  whD  has  had  it  for 
fome  time.  Both  the  male  and  female  dancers 
are  admirable  ;  the  fcfeftery  and  decorations  are 
good,  and  fome  by  the  famous  fgene  paintetf 
Goniaga,  are  real  mafter-pieces,  Occ&fionally, 
however,  we  are  not  entirely  fatisfied  with  the, 
wardrobe,  * 

The  pit  is  here,  perhaps,  in  many  refpe&s,  one 
of  the  molt  polite  that  can  be  anywhere  feem 
The  ears  are  never  rent  with  thofe  noify  markf 
Of  difapprobation,  which  do  not  correft;  bad 
jiftorSj  and  which  djiftrefs  and  overpower  the 
^experienced  and  timid.     The  bad  or  negligent) 

£  performer 
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performer  is  here  never  clapped ;  which  is  furefy 
puniihment  enough  for  a  (inner  not  quite  incor- 
rigible. He  will  doubtlefs  take  all  poflible  pains 
to  improve  himfeif,  that,  he  may  obtain  a  {hare 
in  the  triumphs  of  his  colleagues,  unlefs  he  be 
loft  to  all  fenfe  of  honour  and  difgrace ;  and  in 
that  cafe  all  the  hooting  and  hiffing  in  the  world 
will  never  amend  him.  He  is  either  incapable 
or  (bamelefc*  aad  confequetttly  unfit  for  the  ftage. 
Eton  the  .clappings  of  approbation  do  not  fo  fre- 
quently 4i£braA  the  attention  as  in  many  other 
theatres,  and,  which  defetves  to  be  noticed,  are 
much  oftener  dire&ed  at  the  poet  than  at  the  per* 
•former,  A  flirewol  remark,  a  witty  repartee,  or 
an  affedting  fentiment,  is  fure  of  being  clapped, 
*ven  though  comfcig  fpora  the  mouth  of  a  very 
^different  performer, 

.  Tbere  is  one  thing  for  which  both  boxes  and 
pit  are  extremejy  censurable ;  and  that  is,  who* 
the  piece  is  not  .  pjie  of  the  moil  admired,  fo 
much  talking  is  heard  among  the  company,  that 
nothing  can  be  underftood  of  what  is  paffing  oik 
the  ftage.  On  firailar  oceafions  fiience  would 
be  demanded  ip.  a  peremptory  tone  at  an  englifk 
pr  a  gerraap  theatre  j  but  the  Mofcovkes  are  far 
too  polite  for  that. 
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Literature   and  bookfelfing.  —  TJniverfity  bookfhops.  — - 
Bfcokfhops  In  Kitaigorod.  —  The  fenate-printing  office. 

—  That  of  the  fynod.  —  .Ruffian  original  compofitions* 

—  Kherafkof  's  works,  —  Gollikof  9s  life  of  Peter  the 
Great.  -—  Karamfin.  — -  Literary  periodical  publications. 

—  Political  newfpapers.  —  Schirach's  political  journal 

—  Tranflations.  —  Heym.  —  Baufe. 

Literature,  in  general,  not  being  as  yet 
arrived  at  that  degree  of  eftimation,  which  it  has , 
attained  in  other  cultivated  nations  of  Europe,  it 
is  no  wonder  that  author  (hip  and  bookfelling 
are  in  lefs  confideration  here  than  elfewhere* 
Befides  the  univerfity-fhop,  which  is  the  moll 
confiderable,  there  are  indeed  a  number  of  book- 
flails  in  Kitaigorod,  but  the  generality  of  them 
contain  only  fpiritual  writings,'  colle&ions  of 
popular  ballads,  and  fame  old  romances,  which 
have  been  long  in  poffeffioa  of  the  public  admi- 
i ation.  The  privileged  printing-offices  are  three 
in  number,  namely,  thofe  of  the  univerfity,  of  the 
fehate,  and  the  fynod  j  of  which  the  firft  is  par- 
tioularly  employed  in  works  of  literature,,  as  the 
,fenate-preffes  print  little  elfe  than  ukafes,  and 
thofe  of  the  fynod  are  confined  to  books  of  devo 

tioa 
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tion  and  fpiritual  edification.  Some  pnVatrf 
printing-offices  have  been  abolifhed  by  the  late 
ukafe  of  cenfure,  in  purfuance  whereof  only 
privileged  printing-offices  are  tolerated* 

The  chief  original  works  in  rufs,  that  have 
appeared  within  the  laft  ten  years  from  the  uni« 
verfity-prefs,  are  the  following : 

Kherashkof's  works ;  containing  romances, 
poems,  and  plays.  They  compofe  feveral 
volumes,  and  are  juftly  much  efteemed. 

Gollikof's  life  of  Peter  the  Great ;  a  volu- 
minous work.  The  former  parts  of  this  piece  of 
biography  are  far  fuperior  to  the  latter,  which 
are  nothing  more  than  a  chaos  of  records,  docu- 
ments, anecdotes,  critiques  on  other  authors  who 
have  handled  the  fame  fubjeft,  &c.  which  fcarcely 
any  one  will  have  the  patience  to  read  through. 
This  work,  however,  is  not  without  its  value,  as 
a  (lore  of  archives  relating  to  the  reign  of  that 
hero,  and  may  hereafter  become  a  good  fource 
to  fome  biographer  of  tafte :  the  author  being  a 
"wealthy  merchant,  retired  from  bufinefs,  who 
has  applied  his  leifure,  his  abilities,  and  fortune, 
•folely  to  this  performance.  With  great  pains, 
and  at  much  expence,  he  procured  a  large  col- 
lection of  the  tzar's  original  letters^  which, 
though  the  major  part  of  them  are  perfe&fy 
infignificant,  he  revered  as  facred  relics,  and  has 

printed 
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printed  in  his  work  with  diplomatical  exactitude* 
Almoft  the  whole  of  what  concerns  the  great 
monarch  is  taken  from  other  writers  j  and,  as  he 
ifr  entirely  unacquainted  with  foreign  languages, 
he  has  procured  whole  books  to  be  tranflate'4 
for  this  purpofe.  In  fhort,  .the  biography  of 
Peter  the  Great  has  been  the  bufinefs  of  hi& 
whole  life,  and-  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
ftipplemental  volumes  will  continue  to '  appear 
till  grim  death  fhall  fnatch  the  pen  out  of  his 
jaand.  \ 

The  writings*  of  Karamsin,  a  young  man 
who  cultivated  his  talents  abroad,  make  a  great 
noife.  His  firft  eflays  appeared  in'  the  Mofcoviaa 
Journal,  a  periodical  work  of  which  he  was  the 
editor.  Light  poetry  is  his  department,  and  he^ 
has  produced  feveral  pieces  in  that  way,  that^ 
have  met  with  deferVed  approbation.  Some  of 
-his  little  fentimental  ftories,  as  Julia  and  Eliza, 
feave  been  tranflated  both  into  french  and  german- 
He  feems  to  have  formed  himfeif  chiefly  on  the 
g^rman  Anthony  Wall,  whom  he  perfe&Iy 
refembles,  both  in  genius  and  purfuits.  Like 
him  he  has  written  bagatelles,  and  adapted  Mar. 
.  montel's  moral  tales  to  the  manners  of  his  coun- 
try. Of  late  an  almanack  of  the  mufes,  un^er 
.the  title  of  Aonides,  has  been  publifhed  annually 
%by  him,  which  fe^ves  as  a  repofitory  for  his  owa 

little 
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little  effufions,  and  the  fanciful  flights  of  a  fcW 
mofcovite  youths  of  his  acquaintance. 

There  are  no  fuch  things  as  ruffian  Journals 
and  literary  periodical  publications.  The  only 
attempt  of  this  nature  th^t  has  ever  been  made* 
was  the  Mofcovian  Journal  by  Karamfm,  which 
was  afterwards  continued  under  the  name  of 
Aglaia.  But  its  tranfient  duration  has  (hewn, 
that  thefe  excrefcencies  of  fuperior  cultivation 
will  not  yet  flourifli  in  the  climate  of  Mofco. 
The  political  newfpapers  that  appear  twice  a- 
week,  contain  accounts  of  the  new  publications, 
occafionally  accompanied  with  reviews  of  them 
by  the  feveral  authors  and  tranflators  themfelves, 
or  encomiums  by  the  bbokfeller.  With  the 
newfpapers  appears  a  periodical  leaf,  having  for 
title :  "  Agreeable  and  profitable  paftime,"  con- 
fitting  moftly  of  translations.  The  editor  of  it  is 
profeffor  Zachatsky.  The  political  journal 
of  Schirach  is  alfo  tranflated  into  rufs. 

As  to  the  bufinefs  of  tranflating,  which  in 
Germany  is  not  upon  the  bed  footing,  it  has 
not  a  very  inviting  appearance  here.  Kararo- 
fin's  accommodation  of  Marmontel's  tales  ex- 
cepted, the  reft  are  for  the  moft  part  executed 
by  apprentices  in  the  art,  without  haying  a 
competent  knowledge  of  their  mother-tongue* 
and  (till  lefs  of  the  language  from  which  they 

tranfiate. 
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tr&nflate.  Add  to  this,  that  they  are  unac- 
quainted with  foreign  literature,  and  confe- 
quently  make  a  miferable  fele&ion  of  the  per* 
fbrmances  on  which  they  lavilh  their  time  and 
trouble,  while  the  bell  work6  that  appear  abroad 
remain  untranflated. 

-  Three  french  bookfhops  and  dne  german  may 
ferve  to  (hew  what  foreign  literature  is  moil  in 
fequeft* 

Of  the  profeffors  of  the  univerfity  Heym  is 
one  of  the  mod  induftrious  as  an  author.  Be- 
fides  feveral  elementary  books  for  the'  univerfity 
and  the  feminary  for  nobles,  he  has  publifhed  a 
Rufs  Grammar  for  Germans,  with  proper  felec- 
tions  as  exercifes.  From v  his  pen  has  likewife 
come  out  a  Geographical  and  Topograptiical 
Encyclopaedia  of  the  ruffian  empire;  and  not 
long  fince  two  Lexicons  have  proceeded  from  the 
prefsj  one  german  and  lufs  in  two  volumes*  the* 
other  a  gefman*rufs-french  dictionary,  by  a 
fociety  of  learned  men,  at  the  head  of  whom 
t£  Heym*  Of  this  di&ionary  two  volumes  have 
already  appeared,  containing  the  german  alpha- 
bet $  probably,  when  the  whole  is  completed, 
it  may  form  fix  volumes. 

Profeffor  Bause  not  long  finde  publifhed  an 
occafipnal  difcourfe  in  latin,  wherein  he  treats 
of  the  progrefs  of  civilization  in  Ruffia,  which,  oil 

vol.  ii,  £  s  account 
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account  of  feveral  new  particulars  and  illuftra* 
tions,  feems  even  deferring  of  being  known 
abroad. 

A  new  edition  of  the  poetical  works  of  Der- 
schavin  has  alfo  recently  gone  through  the 
prefs ;  feveral  of  which  have  made  their  appear- 
ance  in  Germany,  tranflated  by  Kotzebue.  The 
efFufions  of  this  bard  are  unqueftionably  to  be 
claffed  among  the  moil  exquifitfe  airs  that  were 
ever  fung  to  the  lyre. 


CHAP.    VIH. 

The  fumirier.  —'Short  duration  of  the  fpring  and  autumn. 

—  Inconveniencies  of  the  fummer.  —  Tlie  firftof  May, 
or  the  german  tables.  —  Origin  of  this  denomination., 

—  Promenades.  —  OrloPs  garden.  —  PafchkoPfr  houfe* 

—  Sparrow-mount.  —  The  three  mountains.  —  The 
fpring- water.  —  Vauxhall.  —  Beaft-baiting. '  —  Defi- 
ciency of  places  of  entertainment.  —  Imperial  country- 
palaces.  —  Petroffkoy.  —  Tiaritzin.  —  Ifmailova.  — 
Kufkova.  —  Aftankina.  —  Petroflkoy  of  count  Razu- 
moffky.  —  Orangeries.  •*—  Culture  of  the  ananas.  — 
Blooming  aloe.  —  The  mofcovite  hofteffes.  . 

Mosco  has,  properly  fpeaking,  like  the  whole 
of  northern  Ruffia,  only  two  feafons,  the  sum- 
mer and  the  winter;  fmce  the  fpring  and 

autumn 
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autiimn  are  of  fuch  fhort  duration,  as  to  form 
no  more  than  the  imperceptible  transition  of  the 
1  two  chief  feafons.  We  will  firft  view  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  mofcovian  fummef,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  the  delights  of  the  winter  here,,  whereof 
thofe  who  live  in  warmer  zones  can  abfolutely 
form  no  conception. 

The  summer  of  Mofco  is*  on  the  whole*  not 
agreeable.  The  heats  of  the  long  days  of  June 
and  July  are  oppreffive*  and  the  nights  are  chill. 
The  foot-walker  is  either  fmothered  in  a  cloud 
of  duft,  or  mud  wade  through  mud.  and  dirt* 

The  firft  grand  fummer  holiday  —  for  the 
fpring-  is  entirely  blotted  out  —  is  the  firft  of 
May.  On  this  day  all  Mofco  repairs  to  a  dif* 
trift  of  the  Falcon-wood,  not  far  from  the 
german  flobode,  in  carriages,  on  drofchkas*, 
on  horfeback,  and  on  foot.  The  crowd  in  the 
ftreets,  ©f  people  going  to  this  place,  is  not  to 
be  defcribed,  and  is  certainly  unique.  The 
mod  elegant  carriages,  in  three  or  four  rows 
abreaft,  roll  forward }  for  on  this  day  luxury  dif- 
plays  all  her  glories,  and  new  liveries  and 
coaches  are  ufually  produced  for  the .  firft  time. 

*  Light  one-horfe  carriages,  like  a  fettee  without  a 
back,  on  four  wheels,  fupplying  the  place  of  hackney- 
coaches* 

b  e  2  Between 
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Between  the  carriages  and  the  front  of  the 
houfes  the' light  drofchkas  run  along.  The  offi- 
cers of  police  are  diftributed  about  the  Greets 
to  fee  that  no  diforders  arife,  and  that  the  trains 
of  carriages  and  drofchkas  keep  their  due  dif- 
titnce.  The  Red-gate  (lands  a  few  verfts  from  the 
edge  of  the  Falcon- wood,  at  which  the  principal 
ftreets  leading  to  k  converge,  and  henceforward 
the  coaches  are  obliged  to  proceed  in  one  fingle 
train.  From  the  tine*  of  carriages  which  meet 
at  this  point  only  a  certain  number  of  equipages . 
are  therefore  let  through;  and,  as  thefe  come 
from  one  line  behind  another,  collisions  natu- 
rally arife,  the  repercuffiohs  of  which,  in  fuch  a 
prodigious  confluence  of  carriages,  are  frequently 
felt  to  a  confiderable  diftance ;  tf hough,  to  avoid 
this  as  much  as  poffible,  the  rows  often  move  in 
a  Terpentine  dire&ion.  This  order,  which  the 
police  fees  very  rigoroufly  obferved,  is  probably 
the  reafon  that,  amidft  fuch  an  enormous  crowd 
ef  coaches,  chariots,  chaifes,  and  drofchkas,  no 
accident  entities.  Yet  it  is  impoffibie  to  avoid 
trembling  at  every  moment  for  the  bold  horse- 
men prancing  among  the  narrow  fpaces  between 
the  carriages,  or  for  fhe  poor  pedeftrians  twill- 
ing and  writhing  between  them  and  the  horfes. 
No  vehicle  ever  leaves  its  Ike,  not  only  for  fear 
of  the  police-officers,  who  make  the  coachmen 
'  and 
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and  outridets  pay  for  the  contumacy  by  fundry 
ftrokes  with  a  ftick  of  no  fmall  fize  acrofs  their 
fhoulders,  bat  alfo  from  prudence,  as  in  thai 
<afe  foch  an  one  mud  patiently  wait  till  all  the 
carriages  are  gone  by.  and  humbly  creep  behind 
Che  laft,  as  he  will  not  be  let  through  the  Retf- 
gate  alone.  It  does  fometimes  happen  that  an 
afpiring  genius  of-  a  coachman  will  ftrivfe  io 
break  into  the  line  again ;  but  in  that  cafe  he  & 
ajmoft  fure  to  get  a  broken  head,  and  perhaps 
a  broken  carriage.  •* 

Thus,  after  three  bouts  of  ftroddenring  sad 
palpitation,  but  alfo  amidft  a  perpetual  diverfity 
of  fcenes  and  profpefis,  we  reach  tfoe  defired 
ipot,  Here  our  eyes  af  e  immediately  prefeoitenj 
with  a  view  of  numberleftJ  booths  and  tents  con- 
taioiflg  ail  manner  of ,  refrelhments*  On  out 
haj^d,  jugglers  and  rope-dancers  aire  performing 
their  tricks,  and  on  another  the  ears  are  felutgfl 
with  the  fongs  and  vociferous  mirth  ?f  a  drmikeH 
crowd  from  a  kahak*,  decorated  with  green 
twigs  and  leafy  boughs-  The  whole  ibreft  is 
alive?  motley  groups  in  their  heft  apparel  filling 
every  part.  Under  every  tree  a  company  of 
jovial  people*      Equipages  and  drofchkas  and 

*  •   . .  ■  * 

*  The  common    tippling-houfes   ia .  Ruffia  are  called 
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Between  the  carriages  and  the  front  of  the 
houfes  the' light  drofchkas  run  along.  The  offi- 
cers of  police  are  diftributed  about  the  ftreete 
to  fee  that  no  diforders  arife,  and  that  the  trains 
of  carriages  and  drofchkas  keep  then-  due  dif- 
fltnce.  The  Red-gate  ftamds  a  few  verfts  from  the 
edge  of  the  Falcon- wood,  at  which  the  principal 
ftreets  leading  to  k  converge,  and  henceforward 
the  coaches  are  obliged  to  proceed  in  one  tingle 
train.  From  the  line*  of  carriages  which  meet 
at  this  point  only  a  certain  number  of  equipages 
are  therefore  let  through;  and,  as  thefe  come 
from  one  line  behind  another,  collifions  natu- 
rally arife,  the  repercuffions  of  which,  in  fuch  a 
prodigious  confluence  of  carriages,  are  frequently 
felt  to  a  considerable  diftance ;  though,  to  avoid 
this  as  much  as  pofiible,  the  rows  often  move  in 
a  ferpentine  dire&ion.  This  order,  which  the 
police  fees  very  rigoroufly  obferved,  is  probably 
the  reafon  that,  amidft  fuch  an  enormous  crowd 
ef  coaches,  chariots,  chaifes,  and  drofchkas,  no 
accident  enfoes.  Yet  it  is  impoffible  to  avoid 
trembling  at  every  moment  for  the  bold  horse- 
men prancing  among  the  narrow  fpaces  between 
the  carriages,  or  for  ?he  poor  pedeftrians  twitt- 
ing and  writhing  between  them  and  the  horfes. 
No  vehicle  ever  leaves  its  Ike,  not  only  for  fear 
of  the  police-officers,  who  make  the  coachmen 

and 
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and  outridets  pay  for  the  contumacy  by  fundry 
ftrokes  with  a  ftick  of  no  fmall  fize  acrofs  their 
Ihoulders,  bat  alfo  from  prudence,  as  in  thai 
<afe  fuch  an  one  mud  patiently  wait  till  all  the 
carriages  are  gone  byt  and  humbly  creep  behind 
die  laft,  as  he  will  not  be  let  through  the  Retf- 
gate  alone.  It  does  fome times  happen  that  an 
afpiring  gonitis  of  a  coachman  will  ftrivfe  to 
break  into  the  line  again  ;  but  in  that  c$fe  he  is 
ajpaoft  fure  to  get  a  broken  head,  and  perhaps 
a  broken  carriage. 

Thus,  after  three  hours  of  ftiudderrjng  sad 
palpitation,  but  alfo  amidft  a  perpetual  diverfky 
of  fcenes  and  profpefis,  we  reach  the  defired 
Spot;  Here  our  eyes  ai*e  immediately  prefect 
with  a  view  of  numberiefc  booths  and  tents  con- 
taimog  ail  manner  of ,  refrefhments.  Oft  oq£ 
ha$d,  jugglers  and  rope-dancers  afce  performing 
their  tricks,  and  on  another  tJ*e  e*r$  are  feluftfl 
with  the  fbngs  and  vociferous  mirth  *f  a.  drunken 
crowd  from  a  kahak*,  decorated  with  green 
twigs  and  leafy  houghs.  The  whole  ibreft  is 
aliye?  motley  groups  in  their  heft  apparel  filling 
every  part.  Undei:  every  tree  a  company  of 
jovial  people.      Equipages  and  drofchkas  and 

s 

*  The  common    tippling-houfes   ia.Ruffia  are  called 
kabaks.  i  ,  .     '     .  * 
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Between  the  carriages  and  the  front  of  the 
houfes  the' light  drofchkas  run  along.  The  offi- 
cers of  police  are  diftributed  about  the  Greets 
to  fee  that  no  diforders  arife,  and  that  the  trains 
of  carriages  and  drofchkas  keep  their  due  di£ 
titnce.  The  Red-gate  ftands  a  few  verfts  from  the 
edge  of  the  Falcon- wood,  at  which  the  principal 
ftreets  leading  to  k  converge,  and  henceforward 
the  coaches  are  obliged  to  proceed  in  one  fingle 
train.  From  the  tine*  of  carriages  which  meet 
at  this  point  only  a  certain  number  of  equipages  ~ 
are  therefore  let  through;  and,  as  thefe  come 
from  one  line  behind  another,  collisions  natu- 
rally arife,  the  repercuffiohs  of  which,  in  fuch  a 
prodigious  confluence  of  carriages,  are  frequently 
felt  to  a  confiderable  diftance ;  though,  to  avoid 
this  as  much  as  poffible,  the  rows  often  move  in 
a  ferpentine  dire&ion.  This  order,  which  the 
police  fees  very  rigoroufly  obferved,  is  probably 
the  reafon  that,  amidft  fuch  an  enormous  crowd 
ef  coaches,  chariots,  chaifes,  and  drofchkas,  no 
accident  enftres.  Yet  it  is  impoffible  to  avoid 
trembling  at  every  moment  for  the  bold  horfe- 
men  prancing  among  the  narrow  fpaces  between 
the  carriages,  or  for  fhe  poor  pedeftrians  twitt- 
ing and  writhing  between  them  and  the  horfes. 
No  vehicle  ever  leaves  its  line,  not  only  for  fear 
of  the  police-officers,  who  make  the  coachmei* 

and 
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and  outridets  pay  for  the  contumacy  by  fundry 
ftrokes  with  a  ftick  of  no  fmall  fize  acrofs  their 
Ihoulders,  bat  alfo  from  prudence,  as  in  thai 
<afe  fuch  an  one  mud  patiently  wait  till  all  the 
carriages  are  gone  byKand  humbly  creep  behind 
Che  laft,  as  he  will  not  be  let  through  the  Re£- 
gate  alone.  It  does  fome times  happen  that  an 
afpiring  gonitis  of  a  coachman  will  ftrivfe  Jto 
break  into  the  line  again ;  but  in  that  c$fe  he  is 
ajpaoft  fure  to  get  a  broken  head,  and  perhaps 
a  broken  carriage.  r     .- 

4 

•  Thus,  after  three  bouts  of  ftroddenring  sod 
palpitation,  but  alfo  amidft  a  perpetual  diverfity 
of  fcenes  and  profpeSts,  we  reach  the  defired 
ipot,  Here  our  eyes  afe  immediately  prfcfei#e4 
with  a  view  of  numberiefa  booths  and  tents  con- 
tainipg  all  manner  of .  refrelhments*  On .  one 
ha?d,  jugglers  and  rope-dancers  aire  performing 
their  tricks,  and  on  another  the  ears  are  f$lu£4fl 
with  the  fcngs  and  vociferous  mirth  ?f  a  drunken 
crowd  from  a  kahak*,  decorated  with  green 
twigs  and  leafy  boughs-  The  whole  ibreft  is 
aliye?  motley  groups  in  their  heft  apparel  filling 
every  part.  Under;  every  tree  a  company  of 
jovial  people*      Equipages  and  drofchkas  and 

*  The   common    tippling-houfes   ia  .  Ruffia  are  called 
kabaks.   •  i  -  * 

e  £  3  gallant 


420  SKETCH  OF   M0$CO. 

Between  the  carriages  and  the  front  of  the 
houfes  the' light  drofchkas  run  along.     The  offi- 
cers of  police  are  diftributed  about  the  (beets 
to  fee  that  no  diforders  arife,  and  that  the  trains 
of  carriages  and  cbofchkas  keep  their  due  dif- 
fltnce.   The  Red-gate  Hands  a  few  verfts  from  the 
edge  of  the  Falcon- wood,  at  which  the  principal 
ftreets  leading  to  k  converge,  and  henceforward 
the  coaches  are  obliged  to  proceed  in  one  Angle 
train.    From  the  Kne*  of  carriages  which  meet 
at  this  point  only  a  certain  number  of  equipages  - 
are  therefore  let  through;  and,  as  thefe  come 
from  one  line  behind  another,  collisions  natu- 
rally arife,  the  repercuffiohs  of  which,  in  fuch  a 
prodigious  confluence  of  carriages,  are  frequently 
felt  to  a  confiderable  diftance ;  tf  hoiagh,  to  avoid 
this  as  much  as  poffible,  the  rows  often  move  in 
a  ferpentine  dire&ion.     This  order,  which  the 
police  fees  very  rigoroufly  obferved,  is  probably 
the  reafon  that,  amidft  fuch  an  enormous  crowd 
of  coaches,  chariots,  chaifes,  and  drofchkas,  no 
accident  enfoes.    Yet  it  is  impoffible  to  avoid 
trembling  at  every  moment  for  the  bold  horfe- 
men  prancing  among  the  narrow  fpaces  between 
the  carriages,  or  for  fhe  poor  pedeftrians  twitt- 
ing and  writhing  between  them  and  the  horfes. 
No  vehicle  ever  leaves  its  Ike,  not  only  for  fear 
of  the  police-officers,  who  make  the  coathmen 
.  *  and 


SKETCH  OF    MOSCO,  424 

and  outriders  pay  for  the  contumacy  by  fundry 
ftrokes  with  a  ftick  of  no  fmail  fize  acrofs  their 
jhoulders,  bat  alfo  from  prudence,  as  in  thai 
<afe  fuch  an  one  mud  patiently  wait  till  all  the 
•carriages  are  gone  by s  and  humbly  creep  behind 
Che  laft,  as  he  will  not  be  let  through  the  Retf- 
gate  alone.  It  does  fometirfles  happen  that  an 
afpiring  gonitis  of  a  coachman  w2J  ftrivfe  Jto 
break  into  the  line  again  ;  but  in  that  c$fe  he  k 
ajiaoft  fure  to  get  a  broken  head,  and  perhaps 
a  broken  carriage.  •' 

* 

Thus,  after  three  hours  of  ihudderring  sad 
palpitation,  but  alfo  amidft  a  perpetual  diverfity 
of  fcenes.  and  profpe&s,  we  reach  tbe  defired 
Jpot;  Here  our  eyes  ai*e  immediately  prefeoite4 
with  a  view  of  numberiefe  booths  and  tents  cqd> 
tainipg  ail  manner  of „  refrelhments*  Qo  ,  one 
ha$d,  jugglers  and  rope-dancers  aire  performing 
their  tricks,  and  on  another  th?e  e*r$  are  fcluttfl 
with  the  fbngs  and  vociferous  mirth  *f  a  dnuduti 
crowd  from  a  kahak*,  decorated  with  green 
twigs  and  leafy  boughs-  The  whole  ibreft  is 
alive^  motley  groups  in  their  heft  apparel  filling 
every  part.  Undetf  every  tree  a  company  of 
jovial  people.      Equipages  and  drofchkas  and 

4 

*  The   common    tippling-houfes   in   Ruffia  are  called 
jkabaks*  1  -  * 
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gallant  hcrfcraen  parading  through  the  viftas. 
Great  numbers  of  the  coach  company  get  out, 
and  walk  in  parties  through  the  wood,  Others 
drive  in  a' flow  and  ftately  pace  to  feaft  their 
eyes  on  the  variegated  fight.  Every  mortal 
is  there,  to  fee  and  to  be  feen ;  till  at  length 
the  coming-on  of  night  obliges  them  reluc* 
tantly  to  terminate  the  delightful  holiday  and 
quit  the  enchanting  Irene. 

Diverfions  of  this  nature  are  called  Prome- 
nades *.  There  are  feveral  of  them  during  the 
courfe  of  the  fummer,  but  not  one  is  fo  brilliant 
as  the  firft  of  May, 

This  promenade,  or  rather  the  fpot  where  it 
is  held,  is  likewife  called,  the  German  Tables  f, 
The  origin  of  this  denomination,  if  we  may 
believe  tradition,  is*  this.  At  the  time  of  Peter 
the  Great,  the  Germans  of  the  Slobodes  had 
the  cuftom  to  hail  the  return  of  the  warmer 
feafon,  after  fo  long  a  privation  of  the  chearing 
fun-beams,  at  this  extremity  of  the  Falcon- wood, 
lying  at  no  great  diftance  from  their  homes. 
They  chofe  for  this  purpofe  the  firft  of  May  j 
and  Peter  the  Great  feveral  times  condefcended 
to  take  part  in  this  humble  feftivity.  A  board 
paited  on  two  pods  fixed  in  the  ground  fo? 

'  f  Gvlnifi.  f  Nemetzki  Stoli, 
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tables  at  various  diftances,  with  others  in  like 
manner  as  benches,  were  the  only  accommoda- 
tions they  found ;  and,  at  thefe  cables  every 
party  ate,  and  drank  what  they  brought  with 
them.  •  Hence  the  vulgar  appellation :  "  The 
"  German  Tables."  The  prefence  of  the  mo- 
narch drew  the  great  people  to  the  place j  and 
thus  by  degrees  this  promenade  came  into  vogue. 
The  fine  feafon  (fometimes),  and  the  difplay  of 
wealth  and  luxury  at  length  brought  it  to  that 
pitch  of  fptendour  with  which  it  is  now  con- 
tinued ;  and  is  certainly  a  curious  and  peculiar 
^eftacte. 

The  other  promenades  to  the  Maiden-field, 
to  the  three  mounts,  to  the  donfkoi  monaftery, 
&c.  are  of  an  inferior  kind  to  that  we  have  been 
defcribing,  and  appear  to  have  arifen  from  reli- 
gious motives,  as  they  are  all  on  church  fefti- 
vals,  in  honour  of  whkh  thefe  have  unqueftion- 
ably  been  pilgrimages. 

Of  the  gardens,  the  moft  frequented,  after 
thofe  belonging  to  the  palace,  are  the  gardens 
of  count  Orlof.  They  are  in  the  diftrift  of 
the  donfkoi  monaftery,  and  are  laid  out  in  the 
englifh  ftylej  not  indeed  completely  finifhed, 
but  forming  a  very  fine  plot  of  ground.  Art 
here  has  only  followed  Nature.  The  bank  of 
the  river*  Mofkva  awakes  a  charming  ea%  Hope, 

\    '  e  £  4  with 
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with  alternate  gtadations  of  heights  and  fells/ 
adorned  in  various  parts  by  a  number  of  very 
ancient  and  (lately  trees.  Hence  the  reader  will 
be  enabled  to  form  fome  judgment  of  the  fuf* 
ceptibility  of  improvement  in  the  grounds;  and, 
on  learning  that  they  were  laid  out  by  a  (kilful 
englife  gardener,  he  may  get  a  notion  of  what 
they  are  become.  Elegant  ftru&ures,  as  tern* 
pies,  grottos,  baths,  obeliiks,  and  columns  are 
raifed  with  tafte  in  their  appropriate  places*  The 
beautiful  view  of  the  river  Mofkva  and  the  city 
add  greatly  to  the  charms  of  this  delightful  fpot. 
Here  all  perfons  of  fafhion  afTemble,  efpecially 
on  Sundays;  and  the  inferior  clafles  flock  for 
recreation  on  Sundays  and  holidays  to  Pasch* 
kof's  houfe  and  gardens, 

In  a  populous  quarter  of  the  town,  on  the 
bank  of  the  Mochovaia,  on  a  confiderable  ekva* 
tion  ftands  this  enchanting  palace*  The  entrancf 
on  the  hinder  fide  in  a  crofs-flreet.  Faffing 
through  a  fuperb  portal,  you  come  iftto  a  fpa- 
cious  court,  gradually  expanding  from  the  gate; 
On  one  fide  are  the  {tables,  and  on  the  other  the 
riding-houfe ;  both  elegant  ftru&ures.  The 
houfe  has  two  entrances,  afcended  by  grand 
flights  of  fteps,  which  unite  at  the  firft  ftoryv 
Thence  you  may-  go  to  the  upper  apartments, 
and  thence  again  to  the  fpacious  belvedere  in  the 

*  cupola, 
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etfpola,  where  you  have  a  glorious  profpeft  of 
all  Mofco,  The  houfe  irielf  confifts  of  a  main 
edifice,  and  two  wings,  conne&ed  with  the  body 
by  corridores.  This  has  a  projection  in  the 
middle,  with  large  bow-windows,  and  the  two 
principal  ways  into  the  garden.  This  proje&ioa 
forms  in  the  firft  ftory  a  balcony,  refting  on 
tufcan  columns*  High  over  this  balcony  ar* 
placed  the  armorial  enfigns  of  Pafchkof,  borne  oi| 
corinthian  pillars ;  which,  as  well  as  the  whole 
ftru&ure,  are  models  of  harmony  and  propor- 
tion. Oil  one  fide  of  the  balcony,  which  is 
furnifhed  between  the  columns  wkh  the  mod 
elegant  iron  lattice-work  imaginable*  (lands  the 
goddefs  Flora,  and  on  the  other  Ceres.  The 
fupporters  to  the  arms  are  a  couple  of  reclining' 
figures.  The  top  is  vaulted  by  a  cupola,  ter- 
minating in  a  belvedere,  furrounded  by  double 
columns*  The  wings  are  ornamented  with  colo- 
Xiades;  and  the  whole  is  a  pattern  of  fymmetry 
and  eurythmy.  Two  other  colofial  ftatues  ftand 
in  front  of  the  houfe,  on  the  mod  elevated 
fcite  of  the  garden,  a  Mars  and  a  Minerva, 
which,  together  with  the  other  figures,  may  be 
Tanked  among  the  choiceft  produ&ions  of  the 
•cbiffel. 


On 
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On  paffing  through  the  houfe  we  come  to  tte 
romantic  fituation  on  the  forefide  of  the  building 
to  the  road.  Here,  amidft  fhrubberies,  and  oyot 
rocky  fragments,  through  irregular  mazes  and 
Terpentine  walks,  we  defcend  the  mount  on 
Which  the  houfe  is  built.  Below  are  two  marbte 
bafons,  from  the  centre  of  which  fpring  foun- 
tains ;  and  towards  the  ftreet  an  iron  latfHfc  of 
the  fineft  workmanfhip  inclofes  the  whole.  The 
garden  and  the  ponds  fvvarm  with  curious 
foreign  fowls.  Chinefe  geefe,  various  kinds  of 
papagays  or  parrots,  white  and  variegated  pear 
cocks,  &c.  are  here  feen  either  roving  about  at 
large,  or  fufpeoded  to  branches  of  trees  in  mag- 
nificent cages.  An  innumerable  concourfe  of 
people  affemble  here  on  Sundays  and  holidays, 
*o  enjoy  the  fine  profped,  or  furvey  the  beauties 
4>f  nature  and  art  which  it  contains.  The  gar- 
dens, the  houfe,  the  court,  the  (tables,  are  full 
of  people ;  and,  even  the  iron-railing  to  the  ftreet 
is  thronged  with  the  gazing  crowd  without* 
Every  entrance  is  perpetually  open,  not  a  door  is 
{hut ,  and  fervants  ftpttion^d  in  every  part,  with 
the  mod  civil  officioufi*efs,  fly  to  fetch  whatever 
is  required.  The  owner  and  builder  of  this 
charming  fabric  is  an  old  podradfchik,  or  coa* 
traftor,  named  Raschkof,  who  for  feveral  years 
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pad  can  only  go  about  in  a  calaih.  The  effe& 
produced  by  this  houfe  when  lighted  up,  is  abfo- 
bxttly  not  to  be  defcribed.  This  illumination, 
which  19  made  on  all  the  holidays  of  the  impend 
family,  is  certainly  one  of  the  grandeft  in  all 
Mofco,  where  they  vie  with  one  another  on  thefe 
pccafions. 

Other  places  of  entertainment,  that  are  like* 
wife  much  frequented,  are,  the  sparrow- 
mount,  an  elevated  fituation  on  the  banks  of 
the  Mo&va.  The  view  of  the  town  from  this 
place  is  excellent,  and  the  country  round  it 
extremely  beautiful* 

The  Three  Hills,  a  very  pleafant  place  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mofco,  obtains  its  name 
from  three  hills  in  thofe  parts.  An  old  garden^ 
partly  overgrown,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mofkva^ 
with  its  ihady  walks,  are  chiefly  the  fcene  of  this 
promenade.  Here  fprings  that  excellent  water, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  three-hill- water,  and 
fupplies  a  great  part  of  Mofco,  which  does  not 
abound  in  good  fpring- water. 

Stationary  amufements  for  the  fummer  are  but 
few  in  this  capital.  The  principal,  and  almoft 
the  only  ones,  are  the  Vau*haU  ?nd  the  BeafU 
teeing. 

The  Vauxhall  owes  its  origin,  as  well  as 
the  theatre,  to  the  genius  and  enterprize  of  Mr. 

Maddox. 
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Maddox.     A  neat  pretty  garden  at  the  fouthem 
extreuiity  of  Mofco,  is  laid  opt  for  this  put  pofe. 
We  firft  enter  a  fet  of  apartments,  that  are  fitted 
up  as  toilette-rooms  for  the  ladies.    From  thefe 
a  long  gallery  leads  to  a  grand  circulat  hail  for 
dancing.     Adjoining  to  this  hall  is  a  moderate 
fized  theatre,   where  little   pieces,  particularly 
operettas,  are  performed.    From  the  daticing- 
hall  we  come  into  a  large  area,  furrounded  by  a 
covered  gallery,  having  in  the  middle  an  elevated 
ftation  for  the  orcheftra.     The  gallery  is  chiefly 
ufed  for  walking  to  and  fro  in  parties,  as  at 
other  places  of  this  nature.     Beyond  this  is  the 
hall  allotted  to  refreshments  of  all  kinds.     On 
ihe  fides  are  billiard-rooms.     The  other  avenues 
of  the  garden  cannot  well  be  vHited  by  elegant 
company,     In  the  evening  the  galleries  are  illu- 
minated with  coloured  lamps,  and  on  particular 
4ays  a  firework  is  played  off.     Though  the  place 
is  extremely  pleafant  and  inviting,  it  is  however 
but  little  frequented,  partly  api  account  of  its 
diftance,  and  partly  becaufe  ill  fmnmer.few  of 
the  nobility  are  in  town.     The  numerous  afffcm- 
bly  at  the  VauxhaU  is  on  Peter  and  Paul-day.    . 
The  beast-baiting   is  the  undertaking  of 
fome  people  of  Vienna  and  Italians.     It  is  kept 
in  a  circular  amphitheatre  of  timber  in  front  of 
the  tverfkoLS&ftava,  ereQed  by  the  proprietor 

for 
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for  this  purpofe;  In  the  ground-floor  of  this 
building  are  the  dens  of  the  wild  beafts,  and  the 
kennels  of  the  bull-dogs.  Over  thefe  are  three 
tier  of  boxes  for  the  fpe&ators,  and  in  the  open 
area,  which  forms  the  centre,  the  animals  are 
baited.  That  diverfion,  however,  does  not  here 
meet  with  fuph  approbation  as  at  Vienna,  and 
therefore  this  edifice  is  now  more  frequently 
ufed  for  the  difplay  of  magnificent  fireworks, 
than  for  bead-baiting. 

Notwithftanding     the    large    dimenfions    of 
Mofco,  and  though  the  numerous  nobleflfe,  and 
the  middling  ranks  of  merchants,  have  a  great 
hankering  after  diffipations,  yet  few  places  of 
accommodation  for  that  purpofe  are  met  with. 
The  fcenes  of  entertainment  fo  frequent  in  other 
cities    as    coffee-gardens,    tea-houfes,    bowling- 
-greens, and  the  like,  where  perfons  may  pafs 
their  hours  of  leifure,  according  to  their  various 
humours,  are  here  either  entirely  wanting,  or  are 
frequented  only  by  the  populace.     It  is  the  more 
incomprehenfible  how  the  induftry  of  the  natives 
has  miffed  of  this  means  of  profit,  as  the  enter- 
tainments above  defcribed  are  fo  little  alluring, 
and  are  attended  with  fo  many  inconveniencies, 
that  it  would  apparently  be  a  very  eafy  matter  to 
eradicate  the  tafte  for  them.     The  diftance  to 
the  Sparrow-mount,  or  the  three  hills,  is  not 

14  great 
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great  from  feveral  quarters  of  the  town;  for 
inftance,  not  above  ten  or  twelve  verfts  from  the 
Slobodes,   the   Bofmann,  the   Pokrofcoe,  and 
others.     Atprefent,  to  prevent  fainting  at  the 
end  of  the  journey,  it  is  neceflary  to  take  at  leaft 
Kquors  of  fome  kinds,  which  are  rendered  un- 
potable  by  the  heat,  and  which  people  would  cer- 
tainly rather  pay  for  on  the  fpot.     At  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  Slobode  there  is  indeed  a  german 
tavern,  at  which  parties  from  the  Slobode  fre- 
quently befpeak  dinners :  but  it  (lands  in  a  bar- 
ren, uninterefting  diftrift  on  the  road  to  Siberia, 
and,  in  regard  to  its  accommodations,  is  chiefly 
adapted  to  the  ufe  of  the  german  artificers  and 
trade/men  j    and,   therefore,  is  very   little  fre- 
quented by  the  diftinguifhed  part  of  the  public 
of  Mofco. 

For  want  of  fuch  places  of  entertainment  in 
the  capital,  people  of  all  ranks  form  parties  to 
the  imperial  country-palaces  that  lie  in  the  vici- 
nity, and  t;o  the  country  feats  of  the  nobility, 
whofe  gardens  and  eftablifiiments  are  open  to 
the  public  enjoyment.  This  fpecies  of  amufe- 
ment  is  here  called,  going  to  the  green.  Among 
the  former,  the  pleafure-houfes  Petroflkoy,  Tzar- 
itzin,  and  Ifrnailova,  are  the  principal. 

P£TRofskoy  is  fituate  about  three  verfts  from 
the  Saftava,  on  the  Peterfburg-road.  The  palace 

was 


SKETCH    OF    M0SCO.  43* 

was,  built,  in  the  gothic  ftyle,  by  Catharine  II. 
Belonging  to  it  is  a  pleafant  park,  which,  in 
favourable  weather,  is  feldom  void  of  walking 
company* 

Tzaritzin  is  diftant  twelve  verfts  from 
Mofcp.  The  buildings  are  likewife  in  the 
gothic  tafte,  -and  partly  unfinished.  The  englifh 
garden  is  fpacious,  and  full  of  delightful  fitua- 
iiojis.  Nature  has  done  uncommonly  much  for 
thjs  placq.  Water,  hills,  dales,  and  woods,  in- 
terchangeably meet  the  eye  in  pleating  combina- 
tions, affording  a  fcenery  beautiful,  and  highly 
pi&urefque.  The  orangeries  are  vaft  rooms, 
with  walks  between  the  trees,  which  yield  the 
molt  fragrant  odours.  In  the  hot-houfes  great 
numbers  of  the  ananas  are  reared. 

Ismailova,  about  eight  verfts  from  Mofco, 
has  a  large  park  belonging  to  it,  flocked  with 
deer,  roes,  wild  boars,  &c«  animals  rarely*  feen 
in  thefe  countries.  The  park-keeper,  a,  hearty 
old .  German,  hofpitably  receives  all  ftrangers 
who  come  hither  to  ftroll  about  the  green. 

Among  the  country-feats  of  the  nobles,  that 
are  vifited  by  the  Mofcovites,  Kufkova,  Aftanknia, 
and  Petroflkoy,  are  the  chief, 
.  Kuskova  is  an  eftate  belonging  to  count 
Scheremetof,  feven  verfts  from  Mofco.  Nature 
has  a&ed  like  a  raother^in-law  by  this  diftrift, 

and 
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and  art  has  been  obliged  to  do  every  thing* 
The  buildings,  the  gardens,  and  arrangements, 
are  all  in  a  princely  ftyle.  The  manfion  and  the 
theatre,  the  hermitage  and, the  dutch-houfe  in 
the  garden,  are  eminently  confpicuous  for  their 
elegance  and  tafte.  Entertainments  are  occa* 
fionally  given  here  by  the  owner,  in  which  the 
public  at  large  are  invited  to  partake.  Dra- 
matical representations,  fireworks,  illuminations, 
and  dancing,  are  the  alternate  amufements  at 
thefe  feftivities,  and  refreshments  of  all  kinds  are 
handed  round  to  the  company. 

Entertainments  of  a  iimilar  nature  are  like* 
wife  given  at  Astanknia,  which  alfo  belongs 
to  count  Scheremetof,  and  in  magnificence  and 
tafte  may  vie  with  Kufkova.  It  is,  indeed,  far 
fuperior  to  it  in  regard  to  fituation,  which  is 
extremely  pleafant  and  romantic. 

Petrofskoy  Iikewife,  a  country-feat  of  count 
Razumoffky,  not  far  from  the  imperial  Petroffky, 
is  in  a  charming  fpot.  A  fpacious  and  well-kept 
garden,  contiguous  to  the  park,  tempts  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Mpfco  hither.  Here,  as 
well  as  at  Kufkova,  are  vaft  orangeries,  in  which 
not  only  the  fuperior  fruit-trees  of  every  fpecies* 
but  Iikewife  pine  apples  in  great  abundance,  are 
reared  $  and  as  this  fruit  is  very  much  cultivated 
in  the .  forcing-houfes  about  Mofco,  they  may 

commonly 
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commonly  be  had  very  cheap  in  that  capital,  the 
fineft  ananas  coding  not  more  thin  a  ruble. 
The  head-gardeners  both  at  Kufkqva  and  Pe- 
troflky  are  Germans.  The  orangeries  at  Kufkova, 
even  produce  a  fuperfliiity  of  rare  exotic  plants, 
and  twice  within  the  lad  ten  years  aloes  have 
been  in  full  flower. 

On  thefe  expeditions  into  the  green,  it  is  cuf- 
tomary  for  the  parties  to  take  their  kitchen  and 
Cellar  with  them.     For,  as  allx  thefe  places  of 
refort  lie  at  a .  confiderable  diftance  from  town, 
and  we  muft  proceed,    perhaps,  feveral  verfU 
before  we  get  into  the  open  country,  it  is  ufual 
to  fet  out  early  in  the  morning.     And  as  abfo- 
lutely  nothing  is  to  be  got  at  the  place  for  love 
or  money,  it  is  neceffary  to  carry  eatables  and 
drinkables  from  home.     On  thefe  occafions  the 
mofcovite  landladies,  who  otherwife  are  not  wont 
to  take  much  notice  of  their  guefts,  appear  in  all 
their  fplendour,  and  numerous  parties  of  this 
kind  of  courfe  beget  a  defire  to  difplay    the 
talents  of  a  good  hoftefs  before  a  large  company. 
For  mankind  are  apt  to  make  the  greateft  boaft 
of  thofe  accomplifliments  and  virtues,  to  which 
they  have  the  leaft  right  to  pretend* 
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CHAP.    IX. 

The  flay  of  the  nobility  in  the  country.  — -  Defcription  of 
a  Podmofkovne.  — -  Manner  of  living,  and  amufements 
in  the  country.  —  Theatre;  —  Hunting.  —  New  mode 
of  huibandry.  —  Its  introduction  into  Ruffia.  —  Pro* 
grefe  of  it.  —  The  quay.  —  The  atteV.  ~  The  great 
merit  of  the  police-mailer,.  Kavcrin,  in  the  embelliflimen^ 
of  Moiico.  —  Noxious  and  troublefome  method  of  clean* 
fing  the  flreets..  —  The  fwings.  —  Podnabinfky. 

Most  of  the  mofcovite  nobHity  pafs  the  fum- 
mer  in  the  country,  where  in  truth  they  make 
their  ftay  fo  pleafant,  that  they  find  no  lofs  in 
their  abfence  from  town.  A  fhort  defcription  of 
the  Podmofkovne*  will  give  fome  idea  of  the 
pleafures  of  the  country  life  in  Ruffia.  As  hof~ 
pitality  is  a  mam  feature  of  the  national  chara&er 
of  the  Ruffians,  a  vifitor  has  nothing  to  appre- 
hend from  being  tirefome  to  the  landlord..  The 
gentry  here  never  wifh  their  friends  to  be  gone* 
but  are  heartily  glad  to  detain  them  as  long  as 
poffible. 

At  Tscha&sovna,  one  of  thefe  podmofkov- 
nes,  the  molt  unconftrained  fociability  prevails 

*  Every  country-feat  is  called  a  Podmofkovne,.  that  iff 
fituate  within  a  hundred  verfts  from  Mofco :  from  podt  near, 
and  the  name  of  the  capital. 
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fto  one  ftands  in  the  way  pf  another  in  the  em- 
ployment of  his  time.  The  hands  and  feet  are 
entirely  free  from  any  conftramt  of  diverfion  or 
etiquette-  The  only  law  impofed  by  the  worthy 
hod  on  his  guefts  is,  that  no  one  fhall  be  a  re- 
ftraint  on  another. 

The  eftate  lies  about  thirty  verfts  from  Mofco, 
not  far  from  the  great  troitfkoi  road,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Skalpa,  a  river  of  confiderable 
magnitude,  which  here  winding  its  courfe  between 
fliores  covered  with  fhrubs  and  trees,  through  a 
fine  romantic  landfcape,  adds  much  to  the  beauty 
of  the  fcene;     The  manfion  of  the  owner  ftands 
on  a  hill,  inclining  by  a  gentle  Hope  to  the  Skalpa. 
The  archite&ure  of  the  houfe  is  of  a  peculiar 
tafte.    It  confifts  of  a  regular  quadrangle  of  two 
ftories,  with  a  lofty  turret  in  the  middle  of  the 
roof,  which  at  fome  diftance  gives  it  the  look  of 
a  church,     A  fpacious  balcony  runs  round  the 
houfe  on  all  the  four  fides,  affording  the  molt 
delightful  profpefts.     Exaftly  oppofite,  on  an 
eminence,  on  the  othe'r  fide  of  the  Skalpa,  is  a 
village  with  its  church,  the  cottages  being  difper- 
fed  in  the  raoft  pi&urefque  manner  imaginable, 
on  the  lofty  bank  of  the  river,  which,  to  the  right 
of  this  village  is  covered  by  a  thick  fbreft :  the 
uniformity  of  the  foreft  being   interrupted  by 
various  roads,  twilling  their  courfes  through  if, 
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and  rendering  the  profpeft  more  diverfified  and  ■ 
lively.  On  this  fide  of  the  river  the  eye  furveys, 
to  a  vaft  diftance,  fields  and  meadows,  interfperfed 
with  villages  and  detached  houfes.  To  the  left 
the  elevation  gradually  declines,  and  lofes  itfelf 
in  cultivated  plains,  interfered  by  roads,  which 
in  almoft  every  feafon  of  the  year  teem  with  ani- 
mation and  a&ivity.  The  interefting  fcenes  of 
mowing,  reaping,  ploughing,  and  fowing,  being 
here  reprefented  before  the  fight  in  alternate 
viciffitudes. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  the  profped  is 
more  confined,  but  not  Iefs  agreeable.  The 
foreground  is  formed  by  a  pleafant  wood  of  birch 
trees,  and  tra&s  of  arable  land,  through  which 
runs  the  road  to  Mofco,  planted  on  each  fide 
with  trees.  The  background  is  a  foreft  which 
opens  on  the  right  hand  to  admit  a  fpacious  lak^. 
The  filent  foreft,  with  the  quiet  lake  in  which 
the  branches  of  the  overhanging  trees  are  feen  to 
play,  forms  a  real  emblem  of  repofe,  and  at  the 
fame  time  a  ftriking  contraft  to  the  profpedt  we 
before  furveyed. 

At  this  charming  refidence,  the  prattice  is, 
with  fuch  as  choofe  it,  to  rife  with  the  fun,  and 
ramble  about  the  fmiling  region,  either  for  the 
fake  of  enjoying  a  fine  morning,  or  with  the  gun 
flung  acrofs  the  flioulders,  to  (hoot  fomething  for 

dinner. 
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dinner.  At  eight  o'clock  tea  is  ready  in  the 
balcony  of  the  houfe :  and,  certainly,  that  refrefh- 
ing  beverage  never  taftes  fo  pleafant  as  under  the 
azure  (ky,  amid  the  balmy  fragrance  of  the  ad- 
jacent woods,  the  fweet  carols  of  the  birds,  with 
a  glorious  profpett  round,  and  in  the  open, 
frank,  and  friendly  converfe  of  liberal  and  en- 
lightened men.  After  breakfaft  the  company 
difperfes,  every  one  his  own  way.  Some  go  to 
the  library  and  read,  others  are  for  a  walk,  others 
order  horfes  and  take  a  ride,  while  others  again 
go  and  vifit  the  improvements  of  the  landlord  in 
his  experiments  in  the  new  methods  of  agricul- 
ture, till  one  o'clock ;  when  all  meet  again  and 
lit  down  to  the  fecial  and  mirthful  board.  This 
likewife  is  prepared  in  the  balcony  under  the 
open  Iky.  With  the  blue  vault  of  heaven  for  the 
deling,  and  the  grand  decorations  of  nature  all 
around,  a  rural  repaft ,  taftes  full  as  well  as  the 
coftly  viands  of  the  town,  eaten  in  a  large  dining- 
hall,  full  of  exhalations  and  vapours  of  every 
kind. 

The  diflies  being  removed,  for  the  cloth 
remains,  the  company  talk  and  laugh  till  the 
burning  heat  of  the  midday  fun  is  over ;  when 
away  go  all  on  horfeback,  or  on  drofhkas,  about 
the  adjacent  country,  either  to  fee  fome  beautiful 
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Ipot,  or  to  the  theatricals  of  fome  friendly  neigh* 
bour,  or  to  the  hunt. 

The  theatre  of  a  ruffian  noblemai*,  as  well  as 
the  chace  with  dogs,  call  for  a  brief  defcription, 
as  many  of  thefe  theatres  are  met  with  in  the; 
country,  and  this  mode  of  hunting  is  a  favourite 
diverfion  of  the  ruffian  nobles,  during  their  refi- 
dence  in  the  country. 

The  a&ors  and  a&reffes  are  vaffals ;  fele&ed, 
*  however,  in  their  infancy  from  a  multitude,  an^ 
brought  up  to  this  purpofe.  They  are  taught 
mufic,  dancing,  declamation,  and  foreign  lan- 
guages by  proper  matters,  and  now  and  then 
become  excellent  performers.  The  orcheftra  is 
likewife  compofed  of  vaffals,  but  is  commonly 
under  the  diredtfon  of  a  foreign  leader  of  a  band* 
It  is  really  furprifing  to  fee  fuch  good  a&ing  in 
the  country  j  and  the  pleafure  received  at  fuch 
reprefentations  is  greatly  enhanced  by  this  cir- 
cumftance,that  the  expe&ation  is  ufually  deceived 
by  being  exceeded.  This  expenfive  fpecies  of 
entertainment  prefents  an  idea  of  the  wealth  of 
the  ruffian  nobles,  and  the  magnificent  ftyle  in 
which  they  live* 

The  diverfion  of  hunting  is  not  lefs  coftly. 
The  nobleman,  with  his-  company,  on  horfeback, 
followed  by  upwards  of  a  hundred  dogs,  with 
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fifteen  or  twenty  huntfmen  on  horfes,  fome  with 
horns,  and  others  with  couteaux  de  chafle,  begins 
the  courfe.  He  leaps  over  every  hedge,  ditch, 
gate,  or  whatever  elfe  is  in  his  way ;  and  thofe 
of  the  company  follow  him  if  they  can :  if  not, 
they  (land  gaping  after  him  till  they  find  fome 
fafer  paflage,  At  length  he  reaches  the  foreft, 
the  poor  inhabitants  whereof  are  deftined  to  this 
day's  fport.  Here  the  company  divides.  The 
principal  perfons  take  their  flattens  at  certain 
intervals  without  the  wood ;  keeping  with  them 
the  greyhounds  *  $  while  the  huntfmen,  with  the 
terriers  t>  rufli  into  the  wood*  The  horns  found# 
the  dogs  fet  up  their  barking.  The  feared  and 
timid  animals  run  out  of  the  foreft,  and  are  pur- 
fued  by  the  greyhounds,  followed  in  full  cry  by 
the  company  that  were  waiting  without  the  wood, 
over  flock  and  block  in  a  furious  gallop,  till 
they  have  got  as,  many  hares  and  foxes  as  were 
unable  to  effect  their  efcape,  In  this  manner 
they  purfue  their  noify  chace  over  a  tract  of 
twenty  or  thirty  verfts,  and  in  the  evening  return 
home  in  triumph  with  eight  or  ten  hares. 

Ere  we  quit  the  country,  however,  we  muft 
take  fome  notice  of  a  more  dignified  and  profit- 
able purfuit,  in  which  feveral  great  land-owners 

*  Barfii  fabaki.  f  Kontfchii  fabaki. 
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are  at  prefent  occupied,  and  is  profecuted  by 
fome  with  enthufiafm.    This  is  agriculture  upon 
the  principles  of  the  modern  englifli  and  german 
farmers,  and    efpecially  the  culture  of  clover, 
Mr.  John  Richter,  a  German,  has  the  honour 
of  being  the  firft  who  fowed  the  firft  feeds  of 
this  improvement  in  rural  ceconomy,  which  is 
now  making  fuch  rapid  progrefs  in  Ruffia.     At 
the  time  of  his  leaving  Germany,  about  twelve 
years  ago,  Schubart's  improvements  in  agriculr 
ture  were  juft  come  into  high  vogue.     Full  of  • 
the  advantages  which  they  might  produce,  he 
prailed  them  in  an  emphatical  manner  to  major 
Nedderhof,  in  whofe  family  at  Mofco  he  was,  and 
who  takes  great  pleafure  in  fanning.     He  had 
fenfe  enough    quickly  to  perceive  the  benefits 
likely  to  arife  from  thefe  innovations^  and  zea- 
loufly  fet  about  ftudying  Schubart's  publication. 
Richter  now  wrote  to  Leipfick,  at  his  requeft, 
for  a  parcel  of  clover-feed ;    and  he  began  to 
make  experiments  in  miniature,  .according  to 
Schubart's  direftions,  at  his   eftate  of  Yellne. 
Thefe  attempts  fucceeded,  and  the  whole  farm  at 
Yellne  was  foon  conducted  with  great  advantage 
on  Schubart's  principles.     Ah  acquaintance  of 
the  family,  general  Blankenagel,  was  (truck  with 
the  improvements,  and  introduced  them  with  great 
fuccefs  into  his  village  :  this  excited  in  him  the 

patriotic 
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patriotic  wiih  to  make  his  countrymen  in  general 
acquainted  with  the  progrefs  he  had  made  in 
this  fpecies  of  culture.  He  therefore,  in  con- 
junction with  Richter,  adopted  the  plan  of  com- 
prefling  Schubart's  work,  and  tranflated  it  with 
the  neceffary  alterations  for  fuiting  it  to  the  lo- 
cality of  Ruflia.  But,  juft  as  they  were  beginning 
to  put  their  defign  in  execution,  they  were  acci- 
dentally feparated :  the  general  however  profe- 
cuted  and  completed  it  alone. 

Rafnodoffky,  at  his  inftancc,  flood  forward 
as  teacher  of  the  improved  pra&ice,  and  began 
by  publishing  a  book,  under  the  title  of:  Nevr 
Agriculture  #  ;  confiding  chiefly  of  tranflations 
from  the  writings  of  Schubart,  pointing  out  at 
the  feme  time  the  progrefs  which  the  improved 
culture  had  made  in  feveral  parts  of  Ruflia. 
This  was  in  a  manner  the  fignal  for  an  almoft 
general  revolt  againft  the  old  formal  praftice, 
and  clover  met  with  the  greater  number  of  par- 
tizans,  as  the  price  of  hay  had  been  riling  for 
feveral  years.  The  alterations  likewife  were 
more  eafily  brought  about,  as  here  are  no  com- 
binations and  prefcriptive  rights  to  contend  with, 
but  the  lord  of  a  village  can  manage  his  fields 
and  grounds  as  he  pleafes. 

*  Novaya  Zembetaclie. 

In 
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In  Tfchaffovna  the  new  principles  of  agricul- 
ture prevail  unconfined;  arid  the  culture  of 
clover  is  completely  introduced.  The  propri- 
etor annually  cuts  about  ten  thoufand  pood  of 
clover,  which  he  (tacks  under  a  moveable  roof, 
according  to  Schubart's  plan,  with  ventilators. 
The  ruffian  plough  has  given  place  to  the  eng~ 
lift.  Sowing-machines,  winnowing-machines, 
and  other  implements  of  hufbandry  of  recent 
invention  are  found  ufeful  to  the  ijnproyemem 
and  profit  of  agriculture. 

It  is  unreafonable,  however,  entirely  to  ne- 
gle&  the  capital  for  the  fake  of  the  podmoikov? 
nies.  We  will  therefore  return,  and  once  mor<; 
—  fwallow  dull. 

Between  the  river  Moffcva  and  the  walls  of  the 
Kreml  is  an  extremely  pleafant  ^alk  which  we 
have  not  yet  vjfited,  the  Quay.  The  firft  pro- 
pofal  of  it  came  from  knaps  Proforof(ky,  about 
ten  years  fince,  while  he  was  governor  of  fylofco. 
Allees,  englifh  walks,  beds  of  flowery  $nd  ver- 
dant lawns  alternately  intermingle,  and  give  to 
the  whole  an  animated  and  delightful  appear- 
ance. This  place  was  for  a  long  time  the 
fafhionable  refort  of  the  beau  monde.  The 
parts  around  were  covered  with  coaches  that  had 
brought  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  the  walks 

from 
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from  ail  quarters  of  the  town,  and  the  quay 
fwarmed  with  perfons  of  all  ranks  to  fuch  z 
degree  that  it  was  with   difficulty  one  could 
move  about.     At  prefent  it  is  entirely  deferted* 
partly  from  the  caprice  of  all-powerful  fafhion, 
who  extends  her  fceptre  as  defpotically  over 
promenades  as  over  fhawls  and  hcad-drcffes ;  but 
Jikewife  in  fome  meafure  from  the  place  being 
furrounded  with  buildings.     The  margin  of  the 
river  Moikva,  which  was  formerly  bordered  with 
trees,  is  now  provided  with  a  granit  quay,  and 
the  revolution  in  the  buildings  of  the  Kreml 
extends  its  effefts  even  to  this  fpot.     It  is  almoft 
entirely  covered  with  blocks  of  ftone  and  mate- 
rials for  building. 

The  walks  which  occupy  a  confidera,ble  part 
of  the  Bielgprod  are  far  more  numeroufly  fre- 
quented.  The  ruins  of  the  ramparts,  which 
encompaffed  this  quarter  of  the  city,  are  re- 
moved, the  place  is  levelled,  and  planted  with  a 
double  ro\p  of  trees  —  a  beautiful  plot  of 
groynd,  which  doe$- honour  to  the  aftivity  and 
tafte  of  the  prefent  maitre-de-police  Kaverin. 

Mofco  is  generally  indebted  for  many  benefits 
to  the  fpirit  and  induftry  of  this  perfonage.  The 
pavement  was  never  kept  in  fo  good  a  condition 
as  for  fome  years  paft :  impafiable  and  danger- 
ous ways  are  levelled,  and  may  now  be  pafled 

with 
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with  the  greateft  convenience.  Swampy  difhi&s 
are  converted  into  pleafant  fituations,  and  the 
muddy  canals  are  cleanfed.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, is  greatly  to  be  wiflied  for,  that  the  ftreets 
could  be  cleaned  in  a  different  manner  from 
that  now  pra&ifed.  They  are  indeed  fwept  once 
a -week ;  but  as  they  are  never  fprinkled,  fuch 
a  duft  is  raifed  by  this  mode  of  cleaning,  that  it 
is  not  only  offenfive  to  the  fenfes  but  injurious 
to  the  health ;  at  leaft  the  eyes  and  the  lungs 
_  muft  certainly  fuffer  by  it.  Confidering  the 
number  of  people  that  are  kept  by  every  family, 
it  would  be  very  eafy  to  water  the  ftreets  pro- 
perly, then  to  fweep  them,  and  carry  away  the 
dirt. 

One  popular  diverfion  ftili  remains  to  be 
mentioned,  and  deferves  notice,  as  it  is  the  prin- 
cipal amufement  of  all,  during  the  hot  feafon, 
I  mean  the  swings  in  the  eafter  week.  Thefe 
fwings  are  conftrufted  in  various  parts  of  the 
town,  having  about  them  kabaks,  booths  for 
puppet-fhows,  cook-fliops,  and  the  like :  Podna- 
binfky,  however,  is  the  capital  fcene  of  this 
diverfion.  Here;  in  a  fpacious  fquare  between 
Zemlenoigorod  and  the  fuburbs,  about  thirty  of 
thefe  fwings,  roundabouts,  and  ups-and-downs 
are  erefted.  It  is  at  this  joyful  feafon  that  here 
the    national  J>ropenfity  to   frolicfome  paftime 

is 
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is  difplayed  by  the  populace  to  its  full  extent. 
Even  the  fuperior  clafles  affembie  here  as  fpe&a- 
tors,   and  form   a  fecond   fpe&acle   extremely 
interefting.     The  numerous   concourfe  of  per- 
fons  of  all  ranks,  who  in  their  elegant  equipages 
drive  flowly  round  the  diverting  fpot,  the  good* 
humoured  gaiety  of  the  populace,  the  hearty 
fatisfaftion  with  which  they  enjoy  thefe  amufe- 
ments,  the  ftriking  Angularity  of  the  p&ftimes 
themfelves,  give  thefe  popular  holidays  fo  pecu- 
liar a  charafter,  that  any  obferver,  .who  would 
take  the  pains  to  ftudy  the  nation  in  this  giddy 
fcene  of  their  entertainment,  might  feize  very 
ftrong  lines  for  its  delineation.     He  could  not 
fail  of  catching  the  univeffal  blithfomenefs,  with 
which  old  and  young,  childhood  and  hoary  age 
are  animated,  and  which  here  is  not  quickened 
by  a  momentary  impulfe,  but  is  only  elevated  and   * 
placed  in  its  moft  agreeable  light  by  a  congenial 
opportunity.      He    will    remark    the  fpirit  of 
courtefy  and  gallantry,  which  exhibits  itfelf  in 
a  thoufand  little  touches,  as  an  etching  in  the 
national  chara&er  by  no  means  indifferent.  Here 
a  couple  of  beggars,  whofe  tattered  garments 
fcarcely  afford  them  a  covering,  greet  one  an- 
other in  the  moft  complaifant  and  refpeftful 
manner  ;  a  long  firing  of  queftions  concerning 
their  mutual  welfare  begins  the  dialogue,  which 

likewife 
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llkewife  concludes  by  a  polite  embrace.  There 
a  young  fellow  offers  to  hand  his  girl,  glowing 
with  paint  and  brandy,  into  the  feat  in  which 
both  of  them  *are  prefently  mounted  in  the  air. 
Even  in  thofe  fuperior  regions  his  tendernefs 
does  not  forfake  him*  At  every  anxious  agita- 
tion of  his  lady  he  throws  one  arm  about  her 
waift,  that  with  the  other  he  may  fhew  his  eafe 
and  fecurity  by  expreffive  pantomimical  gefticula- 
tions.  —  Only  one  ftep  farther,  and  the  eye 
fixes  on  very  different  fcenes.  The  fame  people 
who  were  before  employed  in  fuch  friendly 
falutations,  are  now  engaged  in  a  difpute  which 
exhaufts  the  prodigious  treafures  of  ruffian  fcur- 
rilities.  All  that  is  degrading  and  exafperating 
to  human  nature  finds  a  denomination  in  this 
energetic  language ;  and  yet  the  clamorous  dif- 
putants  never  lofe  their  temper.  tTfing  the 
mod  furious  geftures,  exerting  their  throats  to 
the  utmoft  pitch  of  vociferation,  amidft  a  pro- 
fufion  of  the  mod  abufive  epithets,  they  fud- 
denly  get  fo  clofe  that  their  beards  almoft  touch 
—  yet  without  ever  coming  to  blows.  The  po- 
lice, well  knowing  that  there  is  no  danger  of  life 
or  limb  in  thefe  fierce  debates,  cools  the  heated 
parties  by  a  fhower  directed  at  their  heads  from 
a  fire-engine,  always  kept  in  readinefs  on  thefe 
occafions,  and  found  by  long  experience  to  be  the 

15  bcft 
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beft  inftrument  for  quelling  a  riot  as  well  as  for 
quenching  a  conflagration.  The  whole  quarrel 
is  terminated  in  an  inftant,  a  general  fhout  of 
hootings  and  laughter  burfts  from  the  by-ftand- 
ers ;  and  the  difputants  are  now  running  arm 
in  arm  to  the  neareft  public  houfe  to  cement 
their  renovated  friendfhip  with  a  glafs  of  brandy* 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fwings,  &c. 
wooden  booths  are  ufually  ere&ed,  in  which 
vulgar  comedies  are  performed.  Each  repre- 
sentation lads  about  half  an  hour,  and  the  price 
of  admittance  is  five  kopeeks.  As  the  crowd  is 
extremely  great,  and  the  afting  goes  on  during 
the  whole  day,  the  profits  are  very  considerable 
both  to  the  proprietors  and  the  performers, 
which  they  divide  among  tfoemfeives.  Thefe 
latter,  ^s  may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  are  not  artifts 
by  profeffion,  but  mere  dilettanti  from  the  in- 
ferior claffes  of  the  people,  who  neverthelefs, 
under  the  maik  of  the  durak  *,  utter  a  number 
ef  (hrewd  and  witty  conceits. 

Though  thefe  entertainments  are  calculated 
only  for  the  lower  orders  of  people,  yet  all  the 
fine  company  of  Mofco  in  a  manner  partake  in 
(hem,  as  there  is  a  continual. rotation  of  elegant 

*  Durak.  is  the  common  expreffion  for  fool;  but  here  it 
teems  fynonimou8  likewife  with  buffoon,  harlequin,  merry 
Andrew,.  Jaak  Pudding,  &c, 

♦       and 
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and  genteel  carriages,  enjoying  the  fight  of  this* 
amufing  and  diverfified  fcene.    The  Friday  in 

» 

the  Eafter  week  is,  however,  the  grand  day  for 
the  quality  and  people  of  condition.  On  that 
day  there  is  a  promenade,  as  it  is  called,  to 
Podnabinfky,  which,  in  regard  to  pomp  and 
pafade,  and  the  number  of  vehicles,  ranks  next 
to  that  upon  the  firft  of  May. 


CHAP.    X. 

The  winter.  —  Livelinefs  of  the  city  in  that  feafon.  — *■ 
Common  length  of  its  duration.  —  Praife  of  the  winter'. 
—  Amufement8of  the  higher  claffes.  —  The  noble  aflem- 
bly.  — -  Mafquerades.  —  Inconveniences  of  that  fpecies 
of  entertainment.  —  Conceits.  —  Tafte  for  mufic.  -*• 
Sledge  parties.  —  The  Pokrofikaia.  —  Trotters.  — 
The  racing-place.  —  The  ifvofcheiks.  —  The  ice-hills- 

The  difagreeable  period  of  duft  and  dirt  is  at 
length  over.  The  want  of  pavement  is  amply 
compenfated  by  a  bountiful  fupply  of  fnow; 
and  the  light  fledges  fly  fwiftly  through  the 
ftreets.  The  atmofphere  is  pure,  and  the  townf- 
man  has  no  longer  any  reafon  to  envy  the  inha- 
bitant of  the  country.  It  is  winter.  What 
life  and  agility  reign  around !  The  nobility 
from  all  parts  ,hafte  to  the  metropolis,  the  abode 

of 
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of  Hhelir  relations  and  friends*  the  refcrt  of 
fuperior  enjoyments,  the  fchool  of  refined  man* 
ners,  the  centre  of  commerce  and  bufinefe,  de&iy 
delightful  Mofco.  The  roads  are  covered'  with 
,  carriages  and  fledges.  Loads  of  provisions  are 
coming  from  the  remoteft  provinces  t  then  the 
rdads  are  excellent;  over  rivers  and  morafies 
nature  has  thrown  firm  and  folid  bridges ;  'no* 
thing  ftands  in  the  way  of  diligence  and  in- 
duftry. 

The  winter  ufually  fets  in  about  the  middle 
of  November,  often  earlier,  and  lafts  till  the 
end .  of  March,  confequently  for  a  period  of 
about  five  months.  January  and  Feb* uary  are 
undoubtedly  the  fined  part  of  the  winter.  The 
day$  are  then  grown  longer,  the  falls  of  fnow 
ate  not  fo  frequent  as  before,  the  air  is  pure* 
and  the  fky  bright;  and,  from  the  rtiiddle  of 
Jattuary,  the  froft  feidom  exceeds  ten  degrees  bf 
Reaumur's  thermometer,  being  generally  not 
more  than  four  or  five  degrees.  What  a  ptea- 
ftrre  it  is,  properly  clad  againft  the  cold,  to 
move  about  and  take  exercife  in  the  pure  elaftic 
at  iriofphere  of  winter  !  How  the  body  ,is  hard- 
ened againft  diftemper,  and  how  alert  are  all 
tfie  animal  organs  1  In  a  good  continued  winter 
epidemical  difeafes  are  extremely  rare ;  and  if 
colds  and  rheums  appear  on  the  coming  on 
VOL.  11.  g  g  of 
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of  a  thaw,  they  are  immediately  difperfed  by 
the  returning  frbft.     Even  the  plague,  which 
about  thirty  years  fince  raged  at  Mofco,  was 
forced  to  yield  to  its  falutary  influence.     The 
*  appearance  of  the  city  is  likewife  incomparably 
more  agreeable  than  in  the  fummer.    A  brilliant 
white  is  reflefted  -  from  the  palaces  and  houfes. 
The  fight  is  nowhere  (hocked  by  dirt  or  im- 
purity.    The  houfes,  the  ftreets  and  fquares  are 
neat  and  clean.      The  mephitic   vapours  with 
which  the  atmofphere  of  large  cities  is  always 
charged,  no  longer  offend  the  olfa&ory  organs. 
The  uncontaminated  breath  of  nature  is  invigo- 
rating to  the  fpirits  and  delightful  to  the  fenfe. 

Aflemblies,  mafqueiades,  concerts,  the  drama, 
form  the  entertainment  of  the  fuperior  ranks  at 
this  feafoji  of  the  year.  We  will  haftily  run 
through  them,  and  then  mingle  in  the  chearful 
throng  that  celebrate  the  maflanitza,  or  the 
butter-week. 

The  prime  grand  inftitution  for  diflipation 
frequented  by  the  nobility  is  the  noble  as- 
sembly*. This  aflembly  is  held  once  a-week, 
in  a  houfe  fitted  up  and  appropriated  to  that 
ufe.  Here  may  be  had  all  forts  of  provisions 
and  refrefliments.    In  fome  of  the  rooms  are 

*  Blagorodnie  fobrante. 

card 
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card-tables.  From  time  to  time  balls  and  con- 
certs are  given.  This  fociety  has  fubfifted  for 
feveral  years ;  and  almoft  the  whole  nobility  of 
Mofco,  of  both  fexes,  are  fubfcribers.  It  is  ex- 
tremely well  conducted,  is  poffeffed  of  great 
funds,  and  is  likely  to  continue  long.  The  mas- 
querades are  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Mad- 
dox,  and  are  given  during  the  carnival  or  butter- 
week.  They  are  particularly  numefous  and 
brilliant  on  the  lad  days  of  the  maflanitza,  the 
week  immediately  preceding  paffion-week.  The 
laft  mafquerade,  on  the  funday  of  the  firft  week 
in  Lent,  lafts  from  the  morning  early  till  twelve 
at  night.  The  grand  mafquerade-hall  at  the 
play-houfe  is  a  beautiful  production  of  archi- 
tecture, and  conveniently  holds  four  thoufand 
perfons.  Otherwife,  this  fpecies  of  entertain- 
ment is  not  particularly  inter  efting,  and  in  many 
refpeCts  is  very  troublefome.  Mafks  in  cha- 
racter are  but  feldom  feen ;  dominos  and  cloaks 
are  the  ufual  dreffes,  and  many  perfons  are 
totally  unmalked.  There  is  little  dancing,  as 
the  hall  is  filled  by  the  company  walking  to  and 
fro ;  and  it  is  often  with  great  difficulty  that  one 
can  move  about.  On  account  of  the  multitude 
of  carriages,  you  mufl:  often  wait  upwards  of  an 
hour  in  the  ftreet  before  there  is  a  poflibility  of 
getting  o^t  for  admiffioti.      But  it  is  ftill  worfe 
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at  endeavouring  to  go  home.  Befet  by  a  heft 
of  clamorous  fervants  ia  the  antechambers,  run- 
ning about  to  look  for  their  mailers,  or  bawl- 
ing for  their  carriages,  is  already  difegreeabte 
enough;  but  the  turmoil  and  perplexity  is 
greatly  increafed  in  endeavouring  to  procure 
your  own,  which  is  frequently  ftationed  at  the 
diftance  of  a  verft  or  more  from  the  porch  of  the 
raafquerade-houfe.  While  waiting  in  the  cold 
corridores  we  have  plenty  of  time  to  bewail  the 
folly  of  mafquerades,  and  to  form  good  refo- 
lutions  for  the  future. 

Concerts  are  given  during  Lent.  The  prin- 
cipal performers  of  Europe  vifit  Mofco  at  this 
time,  and  find  it  more  profitable  to  them  than 
any  other  city  in  thfe  world,  London  and  Pe- 
terfburg  perhaps  excepted.  The  violinift  Hem* 
pel,  the  female  finger  Zaporiti,  the  blind  flute- 
player  Delon,  and,  in  fhort,  the  famous  performer 
on  the  harpfichord  Haefsler,  who  have  frequented 
this  town  for  feveral  years,  will  vouch  for  the 
truth  of  what  is  here  afferted.  The  tickets  for 
the  concerts  coil  from  two  to  five  rubles,  and 
the  hall  is  never  thinly  filled.  Several  admirers 
of  mufic,  in  opulent  circumftances,  take  fifty  or 
a  hundred  of  thefe  tickets,  for  the  fake  of  en- 
couraging the  talents  of  the  performers;  whor 

beiides,  find  another  fource  of  gain,  no  left; 

prpdudive, 
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produdive,  in  giving  leflbns  in  mufic  during 
their  flay  at  Mofco.  The  pay  for  an  hour  is 
commonly  five  rubles  to  thefe  capital  artifts,  but 
the  ordinary  mufic-mafters,  though  competent 
in  their  way,  are  by  no  means  fo  richly  paid; 
They  are  likewife  engaged  for  private  concerts, 
which  yield  them  alfo  a  bountiful  harveft.  The 
paffion  for  mufic  is  very  general  in  Mofco,  and 
the  harpfichord-players,  Haefsler,  Weydenham- 
mer,  Seidler,  Bouleau,  and  others,  who  are  em- 
ployed  in  giving  leflbns,  earn  yearly  feveral 
thoufand  rubles. 

Large  and  magnificent  sledge-parties,  pe- 
culiarly .formed  for  that  purpofe,  are  here  not 
often  feen ;  probably  becaufe  the  long  duration 
of  the  fledge-ways  deprives  this  diverfion  of  the 
<harm  of  rarity,  and  finks  it  to  the  level  of 
ordinary  and  every-day  things.  In  various  ftreets 
little  fudges  (land  for  hire,  as  hackney-coaches 
do  in  London,  in  readinefs  to  be  taken  for 
going  from  one  place  to  another  of  this  fpacious 
city,  or  merely  fpr  a  drive.  But,  the  whole 
winter  through,  efpecially  on  Sundays,  there  is  . 
a  vaft  concourfe  of  equipages  and  fledges  in  the 
Pokroflkaia,  a  long  ftrait  ftreet  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  german  flobode*  The  fined 
and  fleeteft  horfes,  as  well  as  the  moft  elegant 
fledges,  are  here  brought  forth  to  captivate  at, 

g  o  3  temion. 
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tentidh.  The  fledges,  however,  of  this  country  are 
not  made  in  thofe  fanciful  and  allegorical  forms, 
nor  have  that  curious  carved-work  fo  much  ad- 
mired in  the  fledges  of  Germany ;  they  are  of  a 
fimple,  light,  and  convenient  condru&ion,  with- 
out any  carvings  or  ornaments.  Neither  are 
the  horfes  loaded  with  heavy  gear,  and  the  little 
bells  are  here  not  known.  The  fledges  arc 
made  of  good  durable  fluff,  covered  with  fine 
cloth  or  plufh,  and  are  provided  with  a  bear- 
fkin  bag,  in  which  thofe  who  fit  in  them  put 
their  feet.     The  horfe-trappings  are   neat  and 

r 

handfome  without  being  cumbrous.  The  fleeted 
•and  mod  admired  geldings  are  thofe  that  con- 
Handy  go  in  a  quick  trot,  without  ever  getting 
into  a  gallop.  They  are  called  trotters.  If 
the  fledge  be  drawn  by  two  horfes,  then,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  etiquette  here  obferved, 
one  of  them  gallops  while  the  other  continually 
trots  ;  and  if  a  man  does  not  drive  by  this  rule, 
he  had  better  not  make  his  appearance  in  the 
Pokroffkaia,  or  at  lead  not  on  the  racing- 
place. 

The  racing-pLace  is  on  the  river  Mofco,  as 
at  Peterfburg  it  is  on  the  Neva,  not  far  from  the 
done  bridge.  Here,  on  the  ice  of  the  river,  a 
courfe  of  a  verft  in  length  is  fet  off  by  pods, 
with  a  line  of  pods  down  the  middle  to  feparate 

thofe 
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thofc  who  go  one  way  from  fuch  as  come  the 
other.  On  the  fides  are  (lands  and  fcaffolds  for 
the  fpe&ators.  On  this  courfe  every  Sunday 
races  ate  run,  at  which  an  extraordinary  enthu- 
fiafm  is  obfervable.  Wagers  are  feldom  laid  in 
money  ;  the  whole  conteft  being  for  the  fuper- 
lative  honour  of  being  known  to  poffefs  the 
fleeteft  nag  in  Mofco. 

v  This  kind  of  races  arifes  frequently  in  the 
flreets ;  when  two  isvoscheiks  *  happen  to 
come  abreaft  with  one  another,  both  proud  of 
the  ability  of  their  horfes,  neither  will  let  the 
other  get  before  him,  and  immediately  the  fharp 
conteft  begins.  Even  on  fuch  occafions  parti- 
cipating fpedtators  are  not ,  wanting,  who  en- 
courage the  .antagonifts  by  acclamations,  give 
the  yidor  their  applaufe,  and  punifh  the  vaiu 
quifhed  by  laughing  at  his  ra(hnefs« 

The  jce-hills  in  the  butter-week  are  a  fort  of 
break-neck  diverfion  wherein  the  common  people 
take  great  fatisfa&ion,  and  which  fets  the  intre- 
pidity and  dexterity  of  the  natives  in  the  cleared 
light.  From  a  high  fteep  fcaflbld  covered  with 
blocks  of  ic$,  fmoothed  every  night  by  quan- 
tities of  water  thrown  from  the  fummit,  the 
little  fledges  flioot  down  with  the  fwiftnefs  of 

*  The  drivers  of  the  fledges  in  winter  and  the  drofchkas 
>n  fummer  that  ate  on  the  ftands  for  hire  are  fo  called. 
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an  arrow*  On  either  fide  is  a  tremendous  abyfi 
formed  by  the  height  of  the  hill;  and  the 
flighted  unfkilfulnefs  or  imprudence  of  the  per* 
fon  in  the  fledge  may  turn  it  from  its  dire&ion 
and  be  attended  with  the  moft  dreadful  confe- 
quence.  But  incomparably  more  dangerous  is 
this  fpot  on  fkaits.  Till  one  is  ufed  to  this 
fight,  it  aljnoft  makes  the  hair  (land  on  end  to 
fee  the  hundreds  that  follow  one  another  in  end- 
lefs  fucceflion  on  ikaits-  and  in  fledges  down  this 
amazing  precipice.  Yet  accidents  fcarcely  ever 
happen.  Indeed,  if  we  confider  that  the  ice  k 
equally  glib,  it  is  impoflible  that  he  who  begins 
the  defcent  after  another  fhould  ever  overtake 
him,  and  therefore  it  is  not  likely  that  any  col- 
lifion  can  enfue.  The  impetus  acquired  by  this 
fall  carries  the  fledges  and  (kaiters  a  1  moft  half  a 
verft  on  the  level  ice  below ;  bringing  them  to 
th$  oppofite  ice-hill,  up  which  they  afcend  by 
fteps  behind,  with  a  fledge  at  their  back,  and 
this  returns  them  to  the  former.  The  higheft 
and  mod  frequented  ice-hills  are  thofe  erected 
on  the  Mofkva  and  the  Neglinnaia.  At  thefe 
places  are  alfo  fliow-booths  and  vidtuallerc,  nu#h 
yifited  and  admired  by  that  part  of  the  public 
for  whom  thefe  ajnufements  ar$  calculated*  TM 

crowd  around,  and  the  various  fcenes9  are  the 

* 

fame  with  thofe  already  defcribed  in  fpeaking  of 

the 
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rite  diverfions  of  the  Eafter  week.  Women  as  well 
a$  men  enjoy  the  diverfion  of  the  ice-hills  with 
the  fame  avidity ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  xavoid 
comparing  the  appearance  they  prefent  to  a  vail 
cataraft  of  human  figures* 


,       CliAP.    XT. 

Moral  character  of  the  Mofcovites.    —   Hofpitality.  -*- 
Pleafures  of  the  table.  —  Play.  —  Political  difcuflions. ' 
.—  Toleration.  —  Influence  thereof  on  friendship,  edu- 

—  cation,  and  marriage.  —  Companionable  toleration*. 

—  Beneficence.    —    Liberal  v  way   of  thinking   in   the 
Mofcovites  in  regard  to  wealth  and  ftation. 

V 

Hospitality  is  a  leading  feature  in  the  na- 
tional chara&er  of  the  Ruffians,  which  is  fo  much 
the  more  confpicuous,  as  that  virtue  is  not 
nearly  fo  extenfive  among  the  other  nations  of 
our  quarter  of  the  gl'dbe.  It  is  certainly,  oae 
of  the  molt  amiable  virtues  that  are  com- 
prized under  the  name  of  humanity.  Freely 
to  welcome  the  ftranger  under  our  roof,  to  give 
Kim  food  and  drink,  without  refpedt  of  perfon 
or  condition,  whether  he  be  Groefus  or  Irus, 
Apollo  or  Vulcan  —  what  an  amiable  people, 
arapngft  whom  this  pure,  and  difmterefted  hof- 
pitality 
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pitalfty  is  a  native  cuftora !  In  thofe  provinces 
of  Ruflia,  which  lie  the  moft  -remote  from  euro- 
pean  refinements,  that  fair  flower  of  the  patri- 
archal ages  is  ftili  indigenous;  but  in  Mofco, 
Peterlburg,  and  the  other  enlightened  parts  of 
Ruffia,  hofpitality,  though  it  has  loft  that  elevated; 
godlike  chara&er,  yet  continues  to  be  among 
the  engaging  virtues  of  their  inhabitants. 

Every  one,  whether  acquaintance  or  ftranger, 
who  neither  by  condition  nor  manners  is  of  the 
vulgar  clafs,  finds  a  hearty  welcome  in  the  houfe 
of  a  generous  Mofcovite:  and  the  longer  he 
ftays,  the  better  he  is  liked  i  .efpecially  in  the 
country,  where  time  is  apt  fometimes  to  hang 
heavy  on  hand.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  in- 
tereft  and  covetoufnefs,  or  flattery  and  conve- 
nience, and  one  cannot  fay  what  elfe,  are  now 
and  then  the  porters  at  the  gate ;  that  here  and 
there,  wealth,  rank,  beauty,  certain  accommo- 
dations or  companionable  talents,  fuch  as  flrill  in 
play,  the  powers  of  entertaining,  efpecially  the 
facility  of  retailing  news,  give  greateft  preten- 
tions to  a  good  reception :  but  this  is  likewifc 
the  cafe  everywhere ;  and  where  is  the  country, 
at  lead  in  Europe,  whofe  inhabitants  are  not 
liable  to  this  obfervation  ?  But,  in  general,  * 
perfon  may  go  into  every  houfe  in  Mofco,  where 
he  has  once  been  prefented,  without  any  cere- 
15  mony, 
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tnony,  uninvited,  and,  if  he  choofe,  appear  every 
day  at  table,  without  the  leafi  apprehenfion  of 
the*  mater  being   denied  to  him,  or  of  being 
looked  upon  with  an  evil  eye.   ,  Neither  has  he 
any  reafon  to  fear  that  his  unexpected  prefcnce 
may  create  confufion  in  the  family  ;  as  it  is  the 
praftice  hefe  to  fet  out  the  table  every  day,  as  if 
it  were  for  an  entertainment :  for  even  in  fami- 
lies of  moderate  fortunes,  the  table  is  ordinarily 
furnilhed  with  ten  or  twelve  diflies,  generally 
well-dreffed,  and  of  exquifite  quality,     A  pretty 
defert  is  feldom  wanting  ;  and,  befides  the  ufual 
table-wine,  feveral  of  the  finer  forts  and  liqueurs 
are  ferved  round.     Hence  it  happens,  that  a  man 
of  a  weak  ftomach  feldom  rifes  from  table,  with* 
out  being  fmitten  by  his  confeience  for  having 
tranfgreffed  his  rules  of  diet;  efpecially  if  he 
has  indulged  in  the  jocundity  into  which,  in  fuch 
circumftances,  he  may  eafily  be  furprifed.      A 
cuftomary  ruffian  meal  confifts  of  one  or  more 
cold  difhes  by  way  of  luncheon,  hams,  bacon, 
dried  tongues,  caviar,  bread,  cheefe,  butter,  &c 
which  are  taken  at  a  fide-board  while  the  cloth  is 
laying  for  dinner.     This  i§  compofed  of  a  ftrong 
meat-fqup,  and  fchtfchi #,  fucceeded  by  three  or 
four  feafoned  ragouts,  roafts,  paltry,  and  feveral 
kinds  of  grain  prepared  with  milk,  and  in  which 

*  A  ruffian  foup  made  of  beef  and  cabbage. 

.  no 
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no  nation  comes  up  to  the  Ruffians.  The  de- 
fert,  as  everywhere  elfe,  is  made  up  of  comfits  and 
fruits.  The  ordinary  table-wines  are  Medoc  and 
Chateau-Margot j  befides,  porter  and  englifh  ale, 
quas  and  mead  *,  which  are  always  placed  on  the 
table,  that  the  guefts  may  help  themfelves  when 
they  pleafe,  without  fpeaking  to  a  fervant.  The 
wines  that  at  mod  tables  are  handed  round,  are 
Hungary,  Malaga,  Champagne,  Burgundy,  Ma- 
deira, Cyprus,  Mofler,  Rhenilh,  called  in  Eng- 
land  Old  Hock,  &c.  The  nalif  ki,  or  liqueurs, 
are  cherries,  cranberries,  goofeberries,  currants, 
&c.  in  brandy,  noyaux,  and  the  like. 

In  the  forenoon  a  relifh  is  taken  of  pickled 
herring,  caviar,  or  fraoked  meats,  with  a  glafs  of 
aqua-vitae,  which  is  here  called  a  fchetken.  In, 
the  fchelken  the  ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen  all 
take  part.  The  ufual  time  for  fitting  down  to 
dinner  is  at  one  or  two  o'clock  at  lateft,  and  the 
fupper  is  ferved  at  nine  or  ten ;  fometitxres,  how- 
ever, later,  when  the  company  is  numerous,  and 
jfhe  rubbers  of  whift  are  not  over. 

In  general  the  pleafures  of  the  table  are  here 
in  high  eftimation,  and  the  fame  of  the  man  who 

*  Quas  and  mead  are  two  ruffian  drinks,  whereof  the 
former  is  ufed  inftead  of  fmall  beer ;  and  is  brewed  from 
meal9  balnv  mint  and  water.  The  other  is  compofed  of 
hoaey  and  water.     Both  arc  extremely  refreshing. 

keeps 
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keeps  a  good  kitchen,  flies  from  mouth  to  mouth* 
Acquaintances  are  ufually  not  formed  till  thi* 
matter  is  properly  explained ;  and  an  excellent 
table  gives  a  claim  to  the  mod  brilliant  companies* 
**  There  is  glorious  eating  and  drinking  at  their 
houfe,"  is  no  finall  praife  to  any  family ;  and  the 
man  who  has  a  fine  tafte,  and  knows  how  to  giro 
favoury  difhes,  or  is  a  good  judge  in  wines,  plays 
no  inferior  part  in  fociety* 

Even  at  dinner  and  at  the  tea-table,  play  U 
generally  the  fubjed  of  converfation.  Perfon* 
of  the  greatefl  gravity  hold  it  not  beneath  their 
dignity  to  analyze  the  games  of  whift,  and  to 
make  profound  difquifitions  on  them.  With  a 
face  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  with  a  power 
of  recolle&ion  that  indeed  is  aitonifhing,  they 
relate  the  moft  interefting  events  of  the  yefter- 
day's  party.  What  cards  each  player  held,  what 
card  he  led,  what  others  were  played  to  it, 
for  what  reafons,  what  were  the  confequences  — 
all  this  is  delivered  with ,  the  moft  perfeft  circum. 
ftantiality,  and  attended  to  with  confummate 
patience. 

A  better  and  more  interefting  topic  of  conver* 
fation  is  the  politics  of  the  day,  which  are  here 
difcuffed  with  a  liberality  and  franknefs  not  com- 
mon elfewhere.    The  lad  Hamburgh  gazette  is 

difcufled 
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« 

difcuffed  and  debated  without  fear  or  referve  ; 
every  one  taking  part  in  the  converfation,  accord- 
ing to  his  fentiments  or  humour.  This  (hews 
the  good  underflanding  and  the  mutual  confi- 
dence that  fubfift  between  the  government  and 
the  nation,  and  is  certainly  thp  bell  evidence  for 
the  goodnefs  of  the  adminiftration  and  the  con- 
tentednefs  of  the  people. 

One  of  the  fineft  features  of  the  national  cha* 
ta&er  of  the  Ruffians  is  certainly  their  toiler  a" 
tion,  which  fhines  at  Mofco  in  its  moft  brilliant 
luftre.     This  popular  virtue  is  the  fruit  of  thofe 
laws  that  have  been  enabled  in  this  refpeft  by 
the  wife  monarchs  of  Ruffia,  fince  the  aera  of 
Alexey  Mikhai'lovitch.   Faith,  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion,  is  here  never  any  detriment  to  a  man.     In 
civil  affairs,  in  fecial  intercourfe,  in  friendfhip,  in 
love,  religion  is  no  obftacle  to   fuccefs.     The 
Mofcovite  never  inquires,  whether  thou  be  of 
Cephas^  or  of  Apollos,  or  of  Paul.     Honour 
and  probity  are  the  grounds  of  his  confidence, 
and  amiablenefs  of  any  kind  the  fource  of  his 
attachment.     Hence  we  fee,  that  even  bigotted 
parents  truft  the  education  of  their  children  to 
a  foreigner  who  is  of  a  different  perfuafion,  if 
they  are  but  convinced  of  his  honefty.    They 
love  and  efteem  him,  though  he  never  attends 

their 


SKETCH   OF    MOSCO.  463 

their  religious  rites ;  and  meat  is  ferved  to  him 
at  their  tables,  while  they  themfelves  keep  drift 
fafh 

A  man  may  fafely  rely  on  the  friendfhip  of  the 
Ruffians,  when  once  he  has  acquired  it,  in  fpite 
of  any  difference  in  religion;  and  marriages 
between  Ruffians  and  foreigners  are  contrafted 
without  the  leaft  fcruple  or  hefitation* 

Befides  this  religious  toleration,  here  is  ftill 
another,  namely,  social  toleration,  which 
is  commonly  a  mark  of  good  breeding  and  know- 
ledge of  the  world.  It  is  in  contrail  with  a  pro- 
penfity  to  teftinefs  and  cavil,  and  forms  the  bafis 
of  good  behaviour  in  company,  and  of  a  chearful 
and  eafy  communication  of  fentiments  and  ideas. 
This  fpecies  of  toleration  is  likewife  univerfal  in 
Mofco.  Every  one  may  deliver  his  particular 
conceptions  and  notions  on  any  fubjeft  what- 
ever,- without  fear  of  flat  contradiction,  or  of 
being  abafhed  or  confounded  by  grofs  replies. 
No  one  pretends  to  force  his  opinion  on  others 
by  bawling  and  clamour,  and  it  feldom  happens 
that  the  pleafure  of  fociety  is  difturbed  by  warm 
debates.  Every  one  rides  his  hobby-horfe  under 
the  fafeguard  of  focial  toleration.  In  fhort, 
whatever  may  be  the  fource  of  this  virtue,  its 
charms  are  ineftimable,  and  its  effefts  be- 
neficial. 

Another 
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Another  beautiful  chara&eriftk  of  the  Mofco* 
rites  is  entitled  to  equal  praife  —  it  is  benefi- 
cence. No  pauper  is  fent  empty  away  from:  the 
door ;  on  the  contrary,  they  haften  to  the  indi- 
gent to  offer  their  mite.  At  all  family  occurrences 
of  confequence,  efpeci$lly  at  funerals,  confider- 
able  fums  are  diftributed  in  alms,  and  it  is  com- 
mon to  purchafe  the  difcharge  of  prifoners  by 
paying  their  debts.  The  rich  have  an  eleemo- 
fynary  day,  at  leaft  once  a-week,  when  all  the 
poor  who  prefent  themfelves,  whatever  be  their 
country  or  religious  profeflion,  receive  money, 
garments,  provifions,  &c.  according  to  their  fe- 
veral  neceffities,  or  their  different  deferts.  Pri* 
vate  perfons  at  times  endow  ufeful  inftitutions  of 
great  extent*  as  the  commerciaWchool  founded 
by  M.  Demidof,  the  alms-houfes  of  Kurakin  and 
of  Scheremetof,  and  even  the  foundling-houfe, 
which  owes  its  foundation  in  part  to  voluntary 
contribution^.  Very  frequently  too,  the  college 
of  general  provifion  receives  confiderable  firms 
for  the  relief  of  the  diftreifed,  -and  nowhere  dd 
colleftions  for  any  beneficent  purpofe  fill  mord 
tepidly  than  here. 

One  cuftom  more  deferves  our  honourable 
notice,  by  which  the  comforts  of  fociety  ar* 
greatly  enhanced*  Thofe  long-tailed,  trouble* 
feme,  minute,  and  infipid  titles,  which  are  fiiH 
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fctupuloufly  retained  in  many  parts  of  Germany, 
are  here  but  feldom  heard.     Every  one,  let  his 
tank  and  ftation  be  what  they  may,  is  called. by 
his  pronomen  with  the  addition  of  his  father's, 
and  the  termination  vitch  \  as,  Ivan  Makfimo- 
vitch,  Gavrila  Petrovitoh,Paphnuti  Romanovitch, 
Pankrati  Gregorievitch,  &c*  aqd  the  ladies  by 
adding  evna  or  ovna,  inftead  of  vittb\  as,  Aga- 
phia  Romanovna,  Yuliana  Alexandroviia,  Daria 
Aphanafievna,  Anaftafia  Ivanovna,  &c.      The 
knaes  and  the  graf  are  indeed  called  illujirious  *, 
and  the  general,  or  he  who  holds  an  equal  rank 
in  the  civil  department,  has  the  title  excellence^  ; 
yet  in  common  converfation  often  only  by  their 
names,  knaes  Ivan  Mikhai'lo  vitch,  graf  Matphey 
Petrovitch,  &c.     This  laudable  cuftom  is  even 
generally   adopted    by    the  Gertaans,    and    is 
obferved  even  in  fpeaking  their  native  language. 
In  fhort,  the  pride  of  titles  and  rank,  of  wealth 
or  fcience,  is'here  extremely  rare.    Whether  you 
are  noble  or  not ;  whether  you  reckon  your  in- 
come by  thoufands  or  by  hundreds,  no  man  ever 
inquires.     Station  is  honourable  ;  but  moderate 
circumftances  are  no  difgrace.     A  man  is  fure  of 
being  the  firft  perfon  in  company,  if  he  be  th$ 
moft  agreeable. 

*  Siatclftvo.  f  Prevofkhodytclftvd* 
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chap.  xn. 

Education.  —  Exertions  on  the  part  of  parents.  —  Stylfc 
of  mofcovite  education.  —  Regard  for.  the  french  lan- 
guage. —  Aptncfs  of  the  young  ladies  for  play ing  on  thd. 
harpfichord.  —  Defects  in  the  education. of  females.  — 
Requisites  for  a  good  tutor.  —  trench  mailers.  — 
German  mafters.  —  The  D&tka  and  the  Ncnka*  — .  VifinV 
Kedorofl. 

Of  the  public?  fchools  we  have  already  had 
oecafton  to  fpeak:  we  (ball  here  fay  fometbing 
concerning  the  private  tuition,  as  it  is- condu&ed 
hy  domeftic  teachers,  op  in  boarding-fchools. 

In  Mofco,  as -well  as  throughout  all  Ruffia,. 
education  is  treated  with  all  the  importance  that 
it  deferves.  Ferfons  of  opulence  and  diftinftioa 
are  not  fparing  of  expence,  in  order  to  give  their 
children  a  good  education  ;  not  only  paying  the 
domeftic  tutor  a  falary  of  a  thoufand  rubles  and 
upwards,  but  likewife  having  the  bell  mafters  for 
mufic,  dancing,  drawing,  &c.  fo  that  the  edu* 
cation  of  the  children  in  great  houfes  coft  feveraL 
thoufand  rubles  annually.  Thefe  exertions  are 
certainly  highly  praife-worthy ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  mode  of  education  in  general,  which 
is  now  become  the  faihion,.  is  extremely  repre- 
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hehfible.  This  feems  to  be  the  proper  term, 
though  it  could  hardly  be  expefted  that  falhion 
Ihould  have  anything  to  do  in  the  management 
of  an  affair  of  fo  much  importance  as  education ; 
yet  when  fome  defe&ive  practice  becomes  the 
obje&  of  general  imitation,  it  can  only  be  ex* 
plained  from  the  caprices  of 'that  wanton  goddefs* 

We  fhall  here  take  the  liberty  to  make  a  few  , 
remarks  on  the  prevailing  mode  of  education  in 
Mofco,  with  that  difcreet  franknefs  which  ought 
always  to  chara&erife  fuch  as  wi(h  to  do  good. 

The  knowledge  of  languages,  and  the  graces 
of  the  perfon,  feem  to  be  the  foremoft  confidcr- 
ations  in  the  mind  of  the  generality  of  parents, 
if  not  the  only  points  to  which  the  labours  of  the 
tutor  ought  to  tend.     Hence  it  arifes,  that  in  the 
choice  of  a  preceptor  far  lefs  attention  is  paid  to 
the  fcienceand  erudition  that  he  poffeffes,  ancf  his 
integrity,  than  to  a  brilliant  exterior.     The  chief 
requifite  of  all  is,  that  he  fpeak  french  well : 
for  among  all  claffes  the  learning  of  this  language 
i$  the  prime  concern.     Accordingly,  it  is  by  no 
means  furprifing  that  the  important  bufinefs  of 
education  ihould  be  committed  to  ignorant  and 
uninformed  perfons,and  occasionally  even  to  men 
of  diffolute  manners,  if  they  only  fpeak  french  with 
a  proper  accent,  and  can  difcourfe  with  fluenr.y 
on  ordinary  topics.    This  muft  needs  be  a  great 
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diflervicc  to  the  community,  to  which  they  may 
perhaps  return  young  men  exceedingly  welt 
{killed  in  foreign  languages,  but  »  totally  unac- 
complifhed  in  head  and  heart.  There  are  furely 
higher  and  better  qualities  which  ought  to  be 
looked  for  from  education,  fuch  as  have  been 
reckoned  of  great  weight  in  all  ages,  and  by  all 
nations,  that  are  not  fubje&  to  the  dominion  of 
fa(hion,that  ever  retain  their  value,  that  are  recom- 
mended as  the  only  condition  on  which  true  hap-* 
pinefs  is  to  be  obtained,  and  whereon,  in  fhortr: 
everything  depends:  they  are,  Wifdom  and 
Virtue.  Who  will  venture  to  affirm,  after  thisr 
that  the  learning  of  languages  and  the- acquiring 
of  the  graces  fhould  be  the  principal  aim  of  the 
teacher  ?.  Who  fees  not,  how  mjftakenly  thofe 
parents  aft,  who  in.  the  feleftion  of  a  tutor  have 
no  regard  to  charafter  and  found  learning,  but 
look  folely  to  {kill  in  languages,  and  the  art  of 
figuring  in  the  world  ?  It  is  not  to  be  denied, 
that  the  learning  of  foreign  tongues,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  french,  fince  it  is  fo  generally  fpoken,. 
particularly  in  all  courts,  fhould  no  more  be 
negle&ed  than  the  elegancies  of  behaviour;  it 
is  only  pretended  here  that  education  ought  not 
to  be  confined  to  theta  alone.  By  the  format 
tion  of  the  exterior,  is  to  be  underftood  not  only 

what  is  called  a  good  addrefs  in  company,  but  in* 
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general  whatever  adds  to  the  charms  and  agree- 
ablenefs,  of  perfon,  as  dancing,  mufic,  drawing, 
riding,  fencing,  &c.  The  three  former  are  par" 
ticularly  attended  to,  after  the  french  tongue,  in 
the  education  of  young  ladies.  In  faft,  our 
aftonifliment  is  often  excited  at  the  progrefs  that 
is  made  in  thefe  arts ;  in  many  families  are  fome 
juvenile  performers,  efpecially  on  the  harpfi- 
chord,  who  may  vie  wkh  the  greateft  matters ; 
and  even,  while  children,  exhibit  their  talents  in 
public  concerts. .  How  prejudicial  this  latter  cir- 
cumftance  mud  be,  efpecially  to  a  young  woman 
of  fafhion,  is  obvious  to  every  one.  Certainly  all 
the  daughters  of  noble  families  in  Mofco  lpeak 
french,  an^  many  of  them  in  the  greateft  perfec- 
tion $  but  about  houihold  affairs,  about  the  duties 
of  mothers  and  wives,  they  know  jiift  as^  little  as 
the  maid  that  dreffes  them.  Yet  the  parents 
would  take  it  much  amifs  if  they  were  told  that 
-their  daughters  had  no  education.  How !  i( 
would  be  anfwered,  our  daughter,  who  fpeaks 
french  fo  well,  who  plays  fo  mafterly'on  the 
harpfiehord,  who  dances  like  an  angel,  who  is  the 
delight  and  the  foiul  of  all  companies;  fee  has 
no  education  ?•*—;"  It  fhall  be  juft  as  you 
€C  pleafe,  madam  s  but  permit  me  -to  fay,  that 
*c;  there  is  a  good  and  a  bad  education*  The 
*'  former  principally  aims  at  forming  the  .head 
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"  and  the  heart ;  and  thofe  matters,  of  which 
"  you  and  the  lady  your  daughter  make  fo  much 
<c  account,  hold  only, a  fecondary  rank;  whereat 
.  <c  the  latter  does  exa&ly  the  reverfe,  as  you* 
"  madam,  very  well  know,  or  in  tutoring  tbf 
<€  hands  and  the  feet,  oftentimes  entirely  forget* 
«6  the  cultivation  of  the  heart  and  mind." 

For  the  education  of  boys,  a  man  is  uftialty 
fought  out  who  can  teach  french  and  germap, 
mathematics,  geography,  hiftory,  natural  hiftory  t 
and  natural  philofophy«  Parents,  however, 
inquire  more  concerning  thofe  fciences,  mathe- 
matics excepted,  to  which  their  childrep  ought 
principally  to  apply,  as  being  moftiy  inte^4^4  for 
the  military.  If  the  tutor  can  play  on  the  faarj* 
fichord,  or  can  draw,  particularly  if  he  havp 
withal  a  good  figure  and  genteel  deportui$ft£»  he 
is  an  exqujfite  perfon j  the  bed  families  engage 
in  rivalflrips  for  him ;  and  he  is  certain  of  having 
a  very  confiderable  falary  and  diftinguiihed  treat* 
jnent*  Concerning  his  knowledge  and  abilities 
he  mud  have  a  teftimonial  from  the  uniyerfity, 
or  from  the  dire&pr  of  the  normal  fchools,  cer- 
tifying that  he  has  undergone  an  examination  j 
which  at  prefect  is  pretty  fevere, 

The  number  of  domeftic  tutors  in  Moibo  is 
confiderable ;  moftiy  Frenchmen  and  German*. 
Among  the  former  are  many  adventurers,  who 

have 
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iawfe  formerly  been  perruquiers,  valets  de  chain, 
feres,  cuifiniers,  and  one  cannot  tell  what,  who 
either  from  indigence  oV  ambition  have  turned 
their  talents  to  teaching.  This  fort  of  people 
even  renders  the  name  of  utfchitel,  tutor \  con- 
temptible in  Ruflia,  which  is  -other wife  certainly 
an  honorable  title.  The  german  <informators, 
as  they  are  called,  are,  generally  fpeaking,  men 
of  learning  in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  term,  who 
are  not  come  at  a  venture  into  the  country,  but 
have  been  written  for  oei  the  recommendation  of 
fome  competent  friend.  They  are  iikewife  ge- 
nerally the  mod  efteemed  as  perfona  of  great 
knowledge  and  a  decent  irreproachable  beh*- 
iriour* 

Another  fanlt  1a  the  cdacatioa  here  is  in  the 
cuftom  of  committing  children  from  their  in- 
fancy to  the  care  and  guidance  of  certain  male 
and  female  attendants,  called  the  (taetka  and 
the  Nenka.  Thefe  are  vaffals  commonly  taken 
jfrom  the  houftold  fervaqts,  and  refembte  much 
the  pasdag0giaes  of  the  ancients,  being  not  only 
the  nurfes  and  attendants  of  the  children,  but 
are  appointed  to  direct  and  to  chide  them* 
Though  the  beft  and  moft  trufty  are  picked  out 
for  thefe  pofta ;  yet  it. is  nearly  impoffible  to  find 
alnong  this  clafs  of  people  any  that  are  poffefled 
of  fuch  qualities  as  a  man  would  exa&ly  chodfe 
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to  truft  with  the  management  of  his  children  in 
that  period  of.  their  youth  which  is  perhaps  the 
mod  important  of  all ;  for  it  often  happens 
afterwards,  that  all  the  pains  an  expert  pre-* 
ceptor  can  beftow  will  not  heal  the  perverfities  of 
the  mind*  or  correft  the  deviations  of  the  heart, 
which  have  arifen  from  their  Jong  habits  of  inter-? 
<;ourfe  with  the  daetka  and  nenka,  perhaps  with- 
out being  confcious  of  it ;  the  moil  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  prejudices  being  ufually  the  firft  aliment 
with  which  they  feed  the  curiofiiy  of  the  open* 
ing  intellect  $loft  of  them  are  very  ftrong  in 
foiry  tales,  in  general  fa  extremely  filly  that  they 
myft  palfy  the  beft  underftanding.  XWs  chapter 
may  properly  be  concluded  by  a  fhort  extra^ 
from  Vifin's  Nedorofl,  a  favourite  piece  of  the 
ruffian  drama,  as  affording  a  jyft  nation  of  this 
nenkery  and  utfchitelfjiip  at  Mpfco,  .  JSTedo- 
rosl  figniftes  the  minor,  the  child.  It  is  true 
that,  fince  the  firft  appearance  of  this  play,  many 
^Iterations  have  taken  place  in  this  refped ;,  yet 
originals  may  here  and  there  l>e  found  for  Vi- 
fin's pi&ure,  A  bqy  pf  twelve  or  fourteen  in 
the  hero  of  this  piece.  He  never  appears  with- 
out his  penka,  who  always  walks  behind  hex 
Mitrophgnyfchka  (his  name  in  the  diminutive) 
tji  great  concern  and  anxiety  to  do  whatever 
jpay    pleafe  him    and    keep   him    quiet:    no\^ 
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bringing  him.  little  feathers  to  blow  about  the 
room  with  his  breath,  then  fhewing  him  how  t<* 
jnake  foap-bubbles,  at  which  the  looby  teftifies 
great  fatisfa&ion.     But   he  is  mod  of  all  de- 
lighted with  a  clapper  of  paper,  and  which  he 
handles  with  great  dexterity,  going  with  it  firft 
to  frighten  his  worthy  papa,  and  then  his  no 
lefs  worthy  uncle,  which  he  artfully  does  to  the 
great  diverfion  of  alh    The  parents,  who  are 
reprefented  as  living  at  their  country-manfion  ftk 
one  of  the  diftant  pf ovinces,  begin  at  length  to 
think  that  it  is  juft  tfie  proper  period  to  put 
young  Mitrophanufchka  into  the  hand  of  tutors ; 
and  the  resolution  is  immediately  adopted  of 
taking  a  journey  to  town,  as   the  uncle,  who 
has  a  very  decifiva  voice  in  the  family-delibera* 
tions,  allures  them  of  its  being  high  time  for  that 
purpofe,    as  in    town   many  lads   have    quite 
finiflied  their  education  at  fifteen.      On  the  arri- 
val of  the  family  in  town,  therefore,  the  firft 
bufinefs  is  to  find  tutors  for  Mitrophanufchka. 
They  are  found.    They  bring  good  recommend- 
ations with  them.     They  are  engaged.     One  of 
them,  a  parifli-clerk,  is  to  torment  the  youth, 
^s  mamma  calls  it,  with  teaching  him  the  ruffian 
alphabet;  the  fecond,  a  Frenchman,  is  to  in* 
ftrufl:  him  in  his  language.     The  hours  of  ap- 
plication  are  begun.     Mitrophanufchka  weeps 

bitterly, 
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bitterly,  and  will  not,  by  any  perfiiafion,  be 
brought  to  fix  his  eyes  on  the  book.  He  puts 
frit  fingers  in  his  ears,  while  the  parifh-clerk, 
with  his  drawling  fchoolmafter-accent,  is  bawl* 
fog  to  him  hjis  As,  buki,  vedi,  glagol,  dobro9 
yeft,  jivete,  &c  #  At  length  the  Nenka,  who 
never  fcrfakes  her  poor  Mitrophanufchka  in  this 
hour  of  torment,  by  bringing,  him  fugar-plnmbs 
and  cakes  and  the  paper  clapper,  fuecteds  at 
Jcaft  fo  far  as  to  make  him  leave  >off  crying. 
The  bufinefs  now  ferns  te  take  a  favourable 
turn,  The  fchooloaafter  fcreaips  his  .  letters' s 
Mitrophanufchka  munches  eomfits,  accorm 
ponying  the  melody  oi  his  teactwr,  at  intervals, 
with  the  found  of  his  clapper,  and  even  ocea* 
fionally  muttering  out  a  letter^, while ^heNenka 
is  inceflantly  coaxing  the  dear,  child  with  all  her 
arts  and  ingenuity  to  mind  his  book.  The  pa* 
jifh-clerk  having  fini&ed  his  hour,  retires ;  and 
now  tftef. Frenchman  appears.    With  him  afc 

*  By  the  way>  this  will  be  no  improper  place  for  making 
the  reader  acquainted  with  the  names  of  the  letters  of  th$ 
ruffian  alphabet.  As,  buki,  vedi,  glagol,  dobro,  yeft, 
jit6te,  fcemlia,  tje,  kako,  liudi,  muifliete,  nache,  one,  poko'i, 
lifi,  flovo,  tvercfo;  u,  ferte,  khiere,  tfi,  cherf,  fcha,  fehtfchaj 
j«re,  yeri,  yer,  yati,  yu,  ya.  Formerly  among  theft  were 
alfo  the  letters  i,  zelo,  ye,  kfi,  pfi,  pnka,  and  ijitfa ;  but  they 
have  of  late  years  been  difufed  by  literary  perfons* 
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fears  are  Aiding  into  a  better  train ;  and  Mitro 
'  phanufchka  gets  through  this  hour  by  the  help 
of  fweetmeats  and  his  clapper,    The  parents  are 
charmed  wkh  both  pupil  and  tutor,  and  all 
goes  on  as  it  fliould.    In  the  evening  of  thia 
day  the  family  receives  a  v\fi%  from  an  aunt,- 
who  h&  not  long  been  come  from  Peterfburg> 
-  where  (he  has  paffed  forae  ye^rs :    the  convert 
fotion  chiefly  turns  §n  the  clever  young  Mitro* 
phanufchka :  they  tell  the  aunt  that  the  occafiori 
of  their  journey  to  town  was  folely  for  the  fake 
of  giving  this  darling  boy  an  education  fuitable 
to  his  rank:  they  talk  in  high  terms  of  the 
great  progrefs  he  has  made  in  only  one  day,  at 
the  fame  time  doing  ample  juftice  to  his  tutors, 
who  are  extolled  as  perfons  of  uncommon  ta- 
lents.    But  they  dwell  wirh  particular  emphafis 
on  the  merits  of  the  amiable  Frenchman  whom 
they  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  engage.     The 
aunt,  a  great  admirer  of  that  nation,  requefts 
to  have  him  introduced  to  her.     He  is  fent  for, 
and  prefently  appears,  "  Goodlack !"  (he  imme- 
diately exclaims,  "  this  is  my  peterfburg  coach- 
*6  man!"     The  ci-devant  coachman  lofes   no- 
thing of  his  prefence  pf  mind  at  this  difcovery ; 
but,  expreffing  his  joy  at  finding  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, kifles  her  hand ;  and  fhe,  according 
jo  tlie  ruffian  cuftom,  prefents  to  him  her  cheek : 

thus 
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thus  all  continues  in  the  former  train.  The  de- 
te&ion  excites  not  the  fmalleft  averfion  in  the 
parents,  who  content  themfelves  with  faying; 
Well,  he  is  however  a  Frenchman  —  on  the 
contrary,  their  fatisfa&ion  is  rather  increafed  by 
the.  circuraftance  of  his  being  known  to  the 
aunt,  who  gives  him  a  good  chara&er.  The 
metamorphofed  coachman  mixes  hi  company 
with  the  gentlemen  of  the  houfe,  the  peterfi. 
burg  aunt  fits  down  to  a  party  at  Ombre,  and 
all  divert  themfelves  with  the  recolle&ion  of 
former  times. 
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I^he  Sources-  whence  the  foregoing.  Hiflory  is  drawn  ate 
the  following : 

Letopis  Ne/iorova.  —  Chronicle  of  Neftor,  i  vol.  .  4to. 
St.  Petersburg,  1 767.  —  This  chronicle  was  publi(he<f 
from  a  manufcript  found  at  Kcenigfburg,  and  has  beeir 
confidered  by  the,  ableft  critics  as  the  moft  faithful  of  alL 
Neither  the  Poles,  the  Bohemians,  the  Serbes,  the  Vendes> 
nor  any  other  of  the  Slavonian  nations,  are  able  to  boaft  of 
an  hiftorian  of  fuch  high  antiquity.  He  was  born  m 
10569  and  at  the  age  of  lixteen  entered  himfelf  of  the  pet-- 
ficherfkian  monattery  at  Kief,  where  he  died  at  a  pretty 
advanced  age.  His  reputation  for  purity  of  life  obtained 
him  a  place  among  the  faints.  His  work  clofes  with  the 
year  1 1 15.  With  the  following  year  commences  the  narr 
rative  of  his  continuator  Sylvefter,  dean  of  the  monaftery  of 
St.  Michael  at  Kief,  and  afterwards  bifhop  of  Pereiaflavl. 
The  other  continuators  of  this  chronicle,  which  breaks  off 
at  the  year  1 206,  are  not  known. 

The  ftyle  of  Neftor  is  plain  and  frmple  throughout ;  it 
being  chiefly  his  intent  to>  preferve  the  remembrance  of 
facts  without  embellifhment.  His  Simplicity,  however,  doe§» 
not  entirely  exclude  eloquence.  He  fays  nothing  of  the 
memoirs  which  he  followed  for  the  times  anterior  to  thofc 
in  v/hich  he  wrote :  but  it  is  eafy  to  difcover  that  he  did' 
not  work  upon  merely  oral  tradition,  and  that  he  had  be- 
fore him  the  manufcripts  which  he  has  neglected  to  cite* 
It  is  proved  by  authentic  documents,  that  fo  early  as  the 

time. 
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tune  of  Oleg,  in  the  ninth  century,  ihe  RdSans  hid  the4 
art  of  writing,  fince  from  that  period  they  made  tefta- 
ments,  contracts,  and  treaties.  Neftor  and  his  continua- 
tors  have  been  careful  to  note  down  in  their  chronicle  the 
appearance  of  comets,  eclipfes,  and  other  celeftial  phaeno- 
mena. 

Ldopis  Niionovd*  —  Chronicle  of  Nikon,  2  vol.  4*0. 
St.  Feterfburg,  1767.  —  This  chronicle  is  not  properly 
the  work  of  the  patriarch  Nikon,  whom  we  have  feen  play- 
ing a  great  part  Under  the  reign  of  tzar  Alexey.  But  that 
prelate  employed  fome  of  the  leifure  procured  him  by  his 
difgrace,  in  collecting  a  great  number  of  chronicles,  col- 
lating them,  correcting  one  by  the  other,  perhaps  fome- 
times  in  altering  them  ;  and,  having  done  this,  he  made  at 
copy  of  the  whole,  in  which  he  placed  fo  much  confidence,- 
that  he  pronounces  an  anathema  againft  any  who  mould 
dare  to  make  any  alteration  in  it.  1  his  work  brings  us1 
down  to  the  reign  of  tzar  Alexey ;  but  the  two  volumes* 
that  are  printed  conclude  at  the  in  van  on  of  Rufiia  by  the' 
Tartars. 

Kniga  Stepenndia,  2  vol.  4to.  St.  Petcrfburg,  1777.  — • 
The  book  of  degrees  —  fo  entitled  becaufe  in  it  the  hit 
tory  of  the  fovercighs  of  Rufiia  is  difpofed  according  to  the/ 
•rder  of  their  defcent:  thus,  when  the  father  has  for  his- 
fucceffor  his  fon  and  his  grandibn,  they  together  form  only 
one  degree ;  and  another  degree  commences  when  the  throne 
paffes  to  'a  collateral  heir.  This  book  is  not  a  chronicle,? 
but  a  hiftory  begun  in  the  fourteenth  century  by  the  me- 
tropolitan Kyprian,  in  the  reign  of  Dmitry  Doo(ky,  and 
continued  in  the  fixteenth  century  by  the  metropolitan; 
Makhary  under  tzar  Ivan  Vafiillievitch.  This  work  is  very, 
defervedly  efteemed,  and  the  copies  of  it  were  according!/ 
multiplied,  till  at  lad  it  was  printed  by  the  care  of  the 
learned  M.  Muller,  counfellor  of  the  college  of  foreign 
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affairs,  and  one  of  the  moil  illuftrious  members  of  the  aca- 
demy of  fciences  at  St.  Peterfburg.  The  authors  of  k* 
however,  are  julily  reprehenfible,  for  having  fometimes  totf 
lightly  deviated  from  the  text  of  the  ancient  writers  of 
the  chronicles,  for  fupplying  the  place  of  it  with  falfe  and 
ridiculous  traditions',  and  often  fpoiling  their  work  by  ac- 
counts of  prodigies  for  the  fake  of  pleafing  the  monks  of 
their  time.  They  had  no  notion  of  the  rules  of  found  cri* 
ticifm ;  and  their  ftyle,  though  dignified,  is  often  turgid* 
and  fails  of  infpiring  us  with  the  fame  confidence  as  that  of 
the  honeft  Ncftor  and  his  continuators. 

Tzarflvennof  Letopiflks*  —  Tzarian  chronicle^  I  vot* 
4to.  St.  Peterfburg,  1772,  —  It  conduct*  us  from  the 
year  11 14  to  the  year  1472  ;  but  there  is  a-  confiderable 
chafm  in  it.  Every  tranfaction,  in  fche  original  manufcript* 
is  accompanied  with  a  miniature  reprefentation  of  it.  If 
may  be  conjectured,  that  this  copy,  being  ornamented  at  fa- 
great  expence,  was  made  for  tsffar  Alexey,,  who  was  verjf 
furious  of  information.  Though  it  be  not  extremely 
ancient,  it  is  not  the  lefo  worthy  of  confidence,  and  fhouldf 
beconfidercdas  an  extract,  carefully  made  from  the  ancient 
chronicles  written  by  contemporaries  with  the  facts.  The? 
chronological  order  is  accurately  preferved  in  it,  the  very 
ftyle  of  the  authors  is  retained,  and  the  various  phsenomena* 
of  the  fkle*  are  noted-  __  ■ 

Dreoney  Letoptjftt**  —  Ancient  chronicle,  2.  vol.  4to+ 
St.  Peterfburg,  1774* — 75.  —  It  is  printed  from  a  copy 
•rnamented  like  the  foregoing,  and  made  for  the  ufe,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  of  the  fame  prince.  It  runs  on  from  the 
r*ign  of  Alexander  Neffky  to  the  year  1424. 

Tzarjlvennaia  Kntga.  —  The  tzarian  book,  I  vol.  4to.- 
St.  Peterfburg,  1769,  —  This  is  another  copy  refemblin^ 
the  two.  former.     It  contains  the  hiftory  of  tzar  Ivan  Vaf- 

fillievitch,. 


$6  feOURCSS   0# 

fillieviteh,  to  the  year  155?,  who  followed  the  conqifefE  of 
Kazan. 

Opijfariie  Kniazta  Kourbfiago*  —  Hiftory  of  tzar  Ivarf 
Vaffillfevitch,  by  prince    Kourbfkoy.     The  author  was  a 
witnefs  of  moft  of  the  fa&s  which  he  relates  ;  having  ferved 
at  the  iiege  of  Kazan,  and  having  had  a  command  during 
the  war  of  Livonia.     Having  fallen  under  the  difpleafurc 
of   tzar  Ivan,   and  dreading  his  vengeance,  he  fled  into 
Poland.     From  this  place  of  his  retreat  he  addrefies  his 
work  to  that  prince  himfelf,  particularizing  and  reproach- 
ing him  boldly  with,  his  cruelties.      The  tzar  condefcende^ 
to  anfwer  him  ;  and,  without  denying  the  fa&*  with  which 
he  is  charged,  he  related,  in   vindication  of  himfelf,  thd: 
I  caufes  of  complaint  he  had  againft  his  fubje&s.     The  per- 
formance of  Kourbfkoy  and  that  of  the  tzar  are  two  valua- 
ble monuments  which  are  prcferved  only  in  the  manufcript. 
Letoph   o  Miatiyaib.  —  Chronicle  of  the   troubles   of 
Mofco,  1  vol.    8vo.    St.  Peterfburg,  1^71-  —  It   begins 
at  the  reign  of  Fcodor,   fon  of  tzar  Ivan   Vaflillievitch, 
and  ends  at  the  reign  of  Alexey.     If  the  author  has  not 
dived  mto  the  cabinets  of  thofe  who  were  at  the  head  of 
affairs  fn  the  times  whereof  he  writes,  he  was  at  leaft  very 
well  informed  of  whatever  could  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
a  private  attentive  observer.      The  epocha  which  he  com- 
prifes  is  one  of  the  moil  interefting  in  all  the  hiftory  of 
Ruffia. 

Sinopfis,  1  yol.  8vo.  St.  Peteriourg.  The  work  of  a  cre- 
dulous monk ;  being  a  dry  abridgement  of  a  part  of  ruffian 
tiftory,  where  fome  important  tranfa&ions  are  haftily  no- 
ticed, while  the  author  dwells  with  fatisfa&ion  on  a  number 
of  idle  and  abfurd  tales*  invented  in  the  cloifters.  Thi« 
little  book  went  through  feven  editions ;  becaufe  nothing 
better  had  then  been  publifhed. 
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Tadro  Rojujloy  IftoriL  — ■  Abridgment  of  ruffian  hif- 
tory,  i  vol.  8vo.  Mo&o,  1770.  —  An  excellent  work 
of  prince  Khilkof,  ambaflador  from  Ruffia  in  Sweden,  and 
detained  prisoner  by  the  Swedes  contrary  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, when  Peter  I.  in  1700  declared  war  againft  Charles 
XII*  He  died  when  juft,  on  the  point  of  recovering  his 
liberty,  and  it  was  during  his  captivity  that  he  wrote  tjiis 
work,,  which  he  finifhes  at  the  battle  of  Pultava. 

Ka%anjka\  IJloriuu  — •  Hiftory  of  Kazan,  by  M.  Ritch- 
kof,  1  vol,  8vo.  St.  Peterftwg,  1767.  -*-  The  author 
drew  up  his  work  from  a  chronicle  which  he  found  ai 
Kazan,  and  he  has  enriched  it  with  feveral  curipus  invefti* 
gations. 

Vvedewc  k  Aftrakhan/hoy  TofograpbiL  —  Introduction 
to  the  topography  of  Astrakhan,  i  vol.  8vo.  St.  Petcrf- 
burg,  1774.  —  A.  work  of  the  fame  author. ' 

OfiffmU  SluUhdief  Kafiriiutch'tkbfia  do  Jaava.  —  Account 
of  the  events  which  relate  to  the  city  of  Azof,  1  vol/  8vo. 
St.  Peteriburg,  1768.  —  The  learned  work  of  M.  Baer, 
profeflbr  of  oriental  languages  at  the  academy  of  fcfences 
3t  St,  Peteriburg.     The  original  is  in  german. 

Jzvefiya  Vkuutfu/kHb  iftoritof.  —  Extracts  from  the 
byzantine  hiftorians.  —  M.Stritter  has  under  this  title  col- 
lected all  the  pafiages  in  the  hiftorians  of  Byzantium  that 
relate  to  the  northern  hives  who  contributed  to  the  ruin  of 
the  roman  empire. 

JJioriya  Skiphjkaia.  —  Hiftory  of  the  Scythians.  —  A 
work*  in  manufcript  of  the  ftolnik  Lizlof,  who  lived  under 
the  reign  of  tzar  Mikhaila  Pheodorovitcb.  It  would  be 
very  ufeful,  if  it  were  not  fuperfedcd,  as  to  the  hiftory  of 
the  Tartars  of.  Kazan  and  Aftrakhan,  by  the  writings  of 
M.Ritchkof. 

Kraikoy  Letopitfcts  Lomonojbva.  —  Brief  chronology  of 
JLjomonofofj  1   vol.    8vo.    St.  Peterfburg,  1760.  —  It  is 
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tmpoffible  to  include  more  matter  in  the  (hoit  fpacc  of  fifty 
pages.  This  little  work  is  followed  by  the  genealogy  of 
the  mpnarchs  of  Rui&a,  and  their  alliances. 

Rovcft  o  Stimozvantfakh.  —  Hiftory  of  the  impoftors,  by 
prince  Schtfcherbatof,  i  vol.  8 to.  St.  Eeterfburg,  1774. 
Under  this  title  the  author  has  compiled  the  hiftory  of  the 
adventurers,  who,  under  falfe  names,  have  attempted  to 
ufurp  the  throne  of  Ruffia.  This  work  is  aknoft  entirely 
taken,  from  the  chronicle  of  the^  troubles  of  Mofco,  and  the 
abridgment  of  prince  Khilkof.  Annexed  to  it  is  a  rela- 
tion of  the  outrages  of  Stenka  Radzin. 

Iftoriya  Rqjfnfkdia  Tatifcbtfchrva.  —  'Hiftory  of  Ruffia, 
by  M.  Tatifchtfchef,  privy-counfellor,  3  vols.  4*0.  — -  Th$ 
thor,  who  lived  tender  the  emprefs  Anne,  took  on  himfelf 
nearly  the  fame  tafk  with  Nikon.  It  is  fcarcely  poffibk  to 
imagine  that  any  one  has  ever  collected  and  collated  fuch  a 
great  number  of  chronicles  as  this  writer.  He  induftrioufly 
employed  himfelf  for  thirty  years  in  correcting  and:  com- 
pleting {hefe  chronicles  one  from  the  other,  Jn  modernizing 
the  ftyle,  and  in  making  immenfe  refcarches  into  the  antiqu(. 
ties  of  his  country,  from  which  he  has  4rawn  bold  confe- 
quences,  frequently  very  doubtful.  As  he  feldom  cites 
the  chronicles  he  hat  followed,  and  gives  no  reafim  for  has 
preferring  fome  to  the  others,  what  degree  of  confidence 
fhould  \x  placed  in  his  work  cannc*t  be  ascertained.  He 
had  brought  it  down  to  the  reign  of  Feodor,  fon  of  tzar 
Ivan  Vaffillicvitch ;  but  the  three  volumes  that  are  printed 
terminate  at  the  jnvafion  of  the  Tartars,  and  the  reft  was 

loft  in  a  fire. 

JJloriya  Rojfujkma  in.  Sthtfcbcrbatova.  —  Hiftory  of  Rrifia, 
by  prince  Schtfcherbatof,  3  vols.  4to.  St.  Petersburg,  1770 

« 

—7 1  and  74.  —  The  author  always  cites  his  authorities, 
which  upon  reference  are  as  often  found  £o.  correspond.     If 
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the  prime  chara&er  of  a  hiftorian  be  the  love  of  truth, 
this  prince  deferves  the  higheft  praifes. 

Jitle  Petra  VMago.  —  Life  of  Piter  the  &reat,  z 
vol*.  4to.  —  printed  for  the  firft  time  in  the  flavonian 
language,  at  Venice,  and  reprinted  in  1774  at  St.  Peterftmrg, 
inrith  notes  by  prince  Schtfcherbatof,  A  work  abounding  in 
curious  remarks.  The  author  being  only  intent  on  the  ve- 
racity of  hi*  narrative,  is  carekft  of  ornament  He  is  faid 
to  be  a  prelate  of  a  flavonian  church  in  the  turkffh  domi* 
Dions. 

Jftoryia  Petnt  Vehfago.  —  Hiftory  of  Peter  the  Great, 
by  Pheophane  Prokopovitch,  archbifhop  of  Novgorod,  I 
vol,    8to«.   St.  PeterfbuTg,  1773.  —  ^he  author  had  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  his  hero,  who   frequently  conde- 
scended to   afk  his  advice.     His  work  finifhes  after  the' 
battle  of  Pultava.     It  is  thought  by  fome  perfons  that  this 
book  is  fatMy  attributed  to  the  archbifhop  of  Novgorod  ;' 
it  in  certain,  neverthelefa,  that  the  original  mrfnufcript  was 
cwe&ed  by  the  hand  of  that  prelate',  and  that  he  noted 
in  tjie  margin  the  new  inquiries  he  intended  to  make* 

Journal  Petra  VeUkmgt*  «—  Journal  of  Peter  the  Great, 
%  vol.  4to*.  St,  Petersburg,  1770.  —  If  that  prince  did 
not  himfelf  write  this  journal,  he  at  leaft  caufed  it  to  be 
written  under  his  own  infpedtion,  and  corrected  it  with  his 
own  hani  in  a  great  number  of  places.  It  was  given  to 
the  public  by  prince  Schtfcherbatof,  who  has  added  to  it 
fome  pepcrs  of  importance  taken  from  the  archives. 

Qpiffank  Sibir/hago  Tsutrftva.  —  Defcription  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Siberia,  1  vol.  4to.  St.  Peterfburg,  1 756.  — 
The  learned  work  of  M.  Muller,  corroborated  by  a  great 
variety  of  original  documents. 

Sibirfltdia  Ijleriya.  —  Hiftory  of  Siberia,  by  M.'  Fifcher, 
profeffor  of  the  academy  of  fciencesat  St.  Petersburg,  i  vol.. 
4to\  St.- Peterfburg,  1774.  —  The  author  has  made  con-. 
* '  112  fiderable 
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fidcrablc  ufe  of  M,  Mutter's  work,  to  which  he  has  added 
many  learned  and  curious  .remarks  of  his  own. 

Optjfatik  ZmB  Kamtjbathu  —  Dcfcription  of  Kamt- 
Jhatka,  by  Kracheninnikof,  t  vols.  4*0.  St.  Peteriburg, 
1755.  ~  ^^c  ^Aor,  being  fent  to  Kamtfhatka  by  the 
academy  of  fcicnces,  compofcd  his  work  from  his  own  ob- 
fervations,  and  thofe  of  Steller,  member  of  that  academy, 
and  died  at  Tiumen,  in  1745,  on  his  return  from  his 
literary  travels. 

Drevnidia  RoJJuJhdia  iftoriya  Lomonofova.  —  Ancient 
hiftory  of  Ruffia,  by  Lomonofof,  1  it>l.  4to.  St.  Peterf- 
burg,  1 766.  — -  The  author  was  the  beft  poet  of  his  coun- 
try, and  at  the  fame  time  an  excellent  profe-writer :  but 
he  was  dcftititf  e  of  that  critical  judgment  which  is  the  chief 
quality  of  an  hiftorian. 

Tejemefiatcbtt'tya  Sotckmeniya,  20  vols.  8ro.  —  This  is 
a  journal  publifhed  monthly  by  the  imperial  academy  of 
fciencesat  St.  Petersburg,  from  1755  to  11&S*  It  con- 
tains a  great  numbed  of  very  important  hiftorical  pieces,  the 
greater  part  compofed  by  the  learned  M.  Muller,  well 
known  for  his  indefatigable  refearches  into  ruffian  hiftory. 

Drevmaia  RoJ^/kdia  VvoTtaphiha.  —  Ancient  ruffian 
library,  10  vols.  8vo.  —  A  collection  of  original  authco* 
tic  pieces,  drawn  from  the  cabinets  and  archives,  and  pub- 
limed  by  M.  Novikof.  Among  them  arc  feveral  articles  of 
great  importance. 

Razfujdenie  0  voine  x  Shvedficiu.  -*-  Diflertation  on  the 
war  with  Sweden,  by  baron  Shafirof,  vice-chancellor  of  the 
ruffian  empire,,  1  vol.  iamo.  St.  Peteriburg,  1721.  — 
It  is  a  manufcript  written  by  order  of  Peter  I.  and  ua^er 
his  infpe&ion.  It  deferves  to  be  confuked  by  all  who 
would  ftudy  the  hiftory  of  that  prince. 

JJloriya  Roffu/hdia  Tfchiytftrantfom*  —  Hiftory  of  Ruffia, 
in  manufcript.  —*.  The  author  is  a  foreigner  who  lived  in 

th* 
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the  reign  of  Peter  I.  The  frequent  gallicifins  that  occur 
in  his  rufs  di&ion  lead  one  to  think  that  'he  was  a  French* 
man.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  ruffian  chronicles/  and  has 
followed. the  livonian,  fwediih,  and  poliih  hiftorians.  He 
may  be  taxed  with  very  frequent  miftakes,  and  moil  therefore 
be  confulted  with  diftmft,  though  he  is  not  without  utility,* 
cfpccially  as  to  the  hiftory  of  tzar  Ivan  Vaffillievitch.  That 
prince  in  the  laft  years  of  his  life  ftruck  fuch  terror  into 
his  fubje&s,  that  the  Ruffians  no  longer  dared  to  commit 
anything  to  paper*  Accordingly ,  for  a  period  of  fevcral 
years,  it  is  only  from  foreigners,  who  were  at  war  witb 
them,  or  who  travelled  among  them,  that  anything  is  to 
be  learnt  of  their  hiftory. 

Poyfednemlya  *apf/kk  vremm  i%erei  MikhdiU  Pkeotkro* 
vitcha  t  Alexeiya  Mtkhdilovitcha.  — •  Journals  of  the  courfc 
of  times  of  the  tzars  Mikha'da  Pbeodorovitch.and  Alexey 
Mtkhaflovitch,  2  vols.  4to.  Mofco,  1769.  —  Thefe  me* 
moirs  inform  us  on  what  days  the  fovereigns  dined  in  ftate, 
what  officers  of  the  court  waited  at  table*  in  what  manner 
foreign  ambafTadors  were  received,  what  officers  were  fent 
to  meet  them,  Sec. .  But  they  like  wife  prefent  us  with  fome 
hiftorical  fa£U,  which  are  of  the  moft  confummate  authen- 
ticity. 

Rodojlovl  imperatorjkoi  familiu  —  Genealogy  of  the  im- 
perial houfe.  —  This  manuscript,  the  work  of  fome  literary 
man,  ought  to  be  confulted  as  containing  fome  hiftorical 
fads. 

Rerum  Mofcovitarum  commentarti  Slglftnundi  ftberi  baronis 
In  Herlerftajn.  Bq/ilea,  157  i,v  1  vol*  folio.  —  Commen- 
tary  of  baron  Herberftain,  on  Ruffia.  —  The  author  was 
twice  fent  on  embaffies  to  Ruffia,  firft  by  the  emperor 
Maximilian,'  and  afterwards  by  the  emperor  Ferdinand. 
He  took  much  pains  to  acquire  information,  and  he  im- 
parts it  liberally  to  his  readers*    It  may  be  here  remarked* 
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that  feveral  of  the  works  written  in  latin  concerning  Rufibt, 
in  the  fixteenth  century,  are  far  fuperior  to  anything  that 
hat  fince  appeared  from  foreigners  touching  that  empire. 

AfoJcovU  defcriptsof  auBore  jflexandro  Guagnmo  Veroeenfi. 
—  Defcription  of  Ruflia,  by  Alexander  Guagnfrri,  of  Ve- 
tona.  — *  This  author  enters  at  large  into  the  cruelties  of 
tzar  Ivan  Vaffillievitch.  He  appears' to  hate  been  well 
acquainted  with  the  chronicle  of  prince  Kurblkoy,  and  that 
he  has  tranflated  entire  fe&ions  from  it.  Guagnini  had  a 
command  at  Vitepfk,  a  place  then  belonging  to  Poland,  and 
bordering  on  Ruflia.  Here  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
for  learning  many  particulars  from  the  Ruffians  who -Bed 
into  Poland  to  avoid  the  cruelties  of  their  fovereign,  and  it 
is  riot  unlikely  that  he  was  in  connection  with  prince 
Kurbfkoy. 

.  Joannis  BqfiRdu,  niagni  Mofchovi*  duels,  vita>  a  Paulo 
Odtrbornioy  trlbus  Vibrh>  eonferipta.  —  Life  of  Ivan  Vaflillie- 
vitch,  by  .Paul  Oderborn.  —  It  is  rather  a  violent  decla- 
mation agatnft  the  tzar,  than  a  hiftory  of  that  prince. 
Great  confnfion  prevails  in  this  work ;  and  that  defect  is 
not  compenfated  by  the  accuracy  of  the  tranfadions. 

H'ljlorla  belti  Llvonici,  quod  magnus  Mofcbovitarum   dux 
contra  Livones  gcjjit,  per  Tllmannum  Bredenbacbium  conferipta. 
'~  Hiftory  of  the  war  of  the  grand-duke  of  Mofcovy  agafnft ' 
the  Livonians.  —  A  work  written  under  the  dictation  of  a 
pricft.     It  is  accurate  in  regard  to  the  principal  fads. 

Thefe  three  works,  that  of  Herberftain  and  fome  others, 
arc  cot^prized  in  a  collection,  entitled,  Rerum  Mofchoviti- 
carumjiriptores  varti,  Frankofurtl9  17CO.  folio* 

Antonti  Paffevini  Mofcbovia*  —  Mofcovy,  by  pere  Pofle* 
vin,  j  vol  folio,  1587.  — *  This  jefuit  was  fent  on  an  em- 
bafly  in  1581,  to  tzar  Ivan  Vaffillievitch,  by  pope  Gregory 
XIII*    His  teftimony  is  of  great  weight  as  to  the  objed 
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of  his  negotiation,  and  he  may  be  trailed  in  his  relation  of 
the  cuftom9  and  tranfa6b©ns  to  which  he  was  witnefs. 

Etat  A  ^empire  de  Ruffle  it  grand  duche  de  MoftovU,  par 
U  tapktame  Margaret.  Paris,  1669.  The  author,  after 
having  fefted  in  France,  where  he  was  born,  was  captain  of 
a  company  of  guards  formed  by  tzar  Dmitry*  commonly' 
called  the  firft  falfe  Deasetrius.  He  wa&  intimately  acquainted 
with  that  impoftor*  or  that  prince*  and  deferves  to  be  con- 
fulted. 

Iter  m  Mofckoviam,  He.  «~»  Travels  into  Mofcovy*  by 
baron  Mayerberg.  folio.  — ■  The  author  was  ambaffiador 
from  the  emperor  to  tzar  Alexey  Mikhailoritch  j  and  is 
worthy  of  confidence  in  what  he  relates  as  having  feen* 

Travels  in  Tartary,  Mofeovy9  and  Perfia,  by  Adakn  Oka* 
rius :  foUo.  1728.  —  The  author  communicates  a  (mall 
number  of  facts,  with  descriptions,  curious  enough,  of 
feveral  cuftoms. 

Genealogical  hi/lory  of  the  Tartars^  by  the  khan  Abulgafi 
Baatur.  —  The  antient  relations  between  the  Ruffians  and 
the  Tartars,  render  this  work  of  importance  to  the  hiftory 
of  Ruffia.     / 

Diarium  itineris  in  Mofcoviam  dont.  de  Quartern  et  Raff*  ab 
imperatore  Leopoldo  L  ad  foarum  Pet  rum  Akxi&otewnt  able* 
gati  extraordinarily  defcriptum  a  Joanne  Georgio  Korb>  fecreta* 
rio  ablegationis  Cafarue,.  Pienna  auftris>  folio.  —  This  work 
is  extremely  rare,  and  fells  at  a  high  price.  It  was  written 
by  John  George  Korb,  Secretary  to  the  embafly  from  the 
emperor  Leopold  I.  to  Peter  I.  in  1698,  and  contains  the 
particulars  of  the  puniihments  and  tortures  to  which  the 
revolted  ftrelitfes  were  condemned.  As  the  tzar,  on  this 
occafiort,  wrbaked  his  vengeance  by  the  moil  horrid  cruelties, 
it  Ufaid,  that  the  court  of  Vieana  fupprefled  all  the  copies 
of  this  book,  except  a  few  that  had  already  got  abroad. 
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Memmrte  phut  firvir  a  P.bf/Ure  de  fenfire  ruffien,  fa* 
Pierre  le  grand f  par  un  mm/he  Stranger*  rifident  en  eette  emir* 
LsHaje,  1725.  a  vols,  iamo.  —  The  author  of. this  work 
is  not  mentioned ;  but  it  it  certain  that  he  vifited  and  fol- 
lowed the  court  of  Ruffia  from  1 714  to  1719.  He  fpeaks 
the  truth*  and  moft  of  the  fad*  he  telates  were  &H1  recol- 
k&ed  by  perfbn*  aim,  not  many  yews  ago.  Whether  he 
were  in  reality  a  minuW  from  fame  foreign  power,  or 
whether  that  quality  was  falfely  attributed  to  him  by  his 
editor,  is  uncertain.  The  fame,  work  appeared  under  the 
following  title,  Novoeaux  memotree  fur  Petatprejent  de  la 
grande  Rnffit  w  Mofe^ne*  far  un  Allemand  rodent  en  eette 
cour.  Parity  17%$*  2  vols*  iamo*  Which  of  the  two  edi- 
tions is  the  original  is  not  knowd* 

Hifiorical  Attaint  qf  the  ruffian  empire,  by  Baron  Str alien-. 
berg 9  1  vol.  4to.  —  The  author  was  one  of  the  fwedifh 
officers  taken  prisoners  by  the  Ruffians,  and  fent  into  Siberia. 
He  Certainly  had  opportunities  for  observation  and  inquiry ; 
ytt  his  work  is  inferior  to  his  reputation,  and  may  frequently 
trndead  the  reader. 

Htjloire  de  V empire  de  Ruffie  fous  Pierre  k  grand,  par  Vol- . 
take.  -«-  If  this  famous  author  had  been  better  furnifhed 
with  materials,  by  thofe  who  engaged  to  do  fo,  from  his 
lively  and  pl$iiing  manner  of  writing  there  is  no  doubt  that 
hjs  work  would  have  been  a  mafterly  performance ;  whereas 
it  fecms  to  be  Entirely  cotnpofed  from  mutilated  and  injudi- 
cious e&tfaAs.  from  the  journal  of.  Peter  the  Great*  It  is 
rasnifeft  that,,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  with. 
Sweden,,  he  was  even  left  in  ignorance  of  the  circumftancca 
of  the  battle  of  Narva,  which  at  once  dtminimed:  the  glory 
af  the  v&arsyand  the  difgxace  of  the  vanquished*  A  Ger- 
asan^ens^Aoyedjn  the  affairs  of  the  cabinet,  wa*  oommif* 
fioned'  to  foppfy  Voltaire  with  the  necefiary  doeamentsf 
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but,  either  becamfe  he  thought  himJelf  flighted  by  the  J|if~ 
tartan,  or  bcoaufe  he  wa*  in  the  intention  of  writing  a  htfterf 
of  the  fame  prince,  he  ieegle&ecl  his  duty*  The  wbrk  of 
Vohaire  affords  but  a  f  rnafi  number  of  fe&a"  thai  reft  on  faf** 
ftantial  authorities^-  and  he  was,  perinps,  confcious  of  the. 
defects  of  his  book,'  when  he  (aid :  "  I  would  hare  engraved 
"  on  my  tomb.  Heresies  the  maw  who  attempted  to  oofav 
u  pofe  the  hlftory  of  Peter  the  Gteat  J* 

Hifloire  des  revolutions  de  Perfe,  depuis  k  commetuXrntrtt  dt 
eejiecle.  Paris  9  1750, 3  vols.  12  mo.  —  The  author  adduce* 
all  the  pieces  which  he  procured  at  Conftantinople  for  the 
compofition  of  his  work,  and  highly  merits  the  confidence  of 
his  readers. 

Memoires  de  Catharine^  /.  I  vol.  I2U10.  La  Hay e,  1 728.  •** 
This  volume,  containing  very  few  fa&s,  is  fwelled  with 
tranflations  of  ftate  papers. 

EJfai  fur  la  bibliotheque  et  le  cabinet  a^hi/loire-naturelle  de 
Vacademie  (lesfciences  de  S*  Peterjbourg,  par  Jean  Bacmeifter. 
S.  Peterjb.  1776.  1  vol.  8vo.  —  The  author  introduces 
fome  hiftorical  fa&s  into  bis  work. 

The  Antidote ;  or  an  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  atir 
fAuterocbe**  book,  tranjlated from  the frencb.  London,  iyj2* 
—  In  a  bitter  inve&ive  again  ft  a  writer  of  great  levity,  this 
book  contains  fomc  curious  and  authentic  advertifements 
on  the  hiftory,  the  produces,  the  commerce,  and  the 
government  of  Ruffia.  The  original,  here  badly  tranflated, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  production  of  feveral  authors,  all  well 
informed,  and  having  more  or  lefs  (hare  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion.  I  have  been  told  that  it  was  the  joint  performance 
of  the  late  emprefs  Catharine  II.  and  county  Peter  Schu- 
valoJf. 

* 
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Htftorual,  political,  and  military  memoirs  toneerning  Ruffia f 
by  general  Manfttm*  London,  qto.  —  The  author,  who  was  * 
general  aid-dc-camp  to  fkld-marfhal  Munich,  was  witnef» 
to  the  fa&*  he  relates,  and  was  even  employed  in  circum-* 
dances  of  a  delicate  nature.  He  is  of  fervice  in  regard  to 
the  reigns  of  Peter  IL  the  emprefs  Anne,  the  young  Ivan, 
and  the  firfb  years  of  Elizabeth.  The  engltfh  tranflation  is 
extremely  inaccurate ;  leading  the  reader  into  numberlefs 
mtftakes,  particularly  in  .regard  to  diftances,  the  word  mile 
being  uniformly  retained  from  the  german,  which  denotes 
anieafure  nearly  fix  times  as  large  as  the  mere  engliih  reader 
would  be  led  hence  to  fuppofc. 

EJfaifpr  le  commerce  de  Ru/Jie.  Amjlcrdams  (Pari*,)  1777* 
This  fuperior  work  is  by  M.  Marbault,  formerly  fecretary 
to  the  envoy  from  France  to  Ruffia.  The  publication  was 
furely  not  executed  Under  his  infpe&ion,  as  fuch  miftakes 
are  committed  in  the  names  of  perfons,  tribes,  and  places, 
that  they  are  fcarcely  to  be  known. 

Hi/lory  of  the  northern  governments,  by  Mr*  Williams, 
2  vols*  4to.  The  part  devoted  to  the  hiftory  of  Ruffia 
contains  (bme  truths  no  remarkable  obfervations,  a  great 
number  of  errors,  and  above  all  a  decided  partiality  againft 
the  Ruffians.  If  the  Ruffians  ate  beaten,  the  author  is  fure 
that  they  deferved  it ;  if  they  are  conquerors,  he  (hows  that 
they  had  no  right  to  be  fo.  But,  after  having  copiouily 
exaggerated  the  defefts  of  their  government,  and  their 
ignorance  in  the  art  of  war,  and  in  naval  affairs,  he  pro- 
nounces, that  they  are  able  to  cope  with  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  except  the  Engliflu 

journal  von  Rufsland,  by  J.  H.  Bti/fe,  1793,  &c.  —  A 
monthly  publication,  containing  a  great  variety  of  ufeful 
materials  for  the  hiftory  and  geography  of  Ruffia. 

Hlftoire 
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Mjfteire  de  Rit/Jit,  tiree  des  cbromques  orlghudes,  de*  pibts 
tytbentiquesy  et  desmeiUeurs  h'tfioricnt  de  la  nation,  par  M*  -La* 
ixfyus*  Parity  5  ?ok.  i2irio.  —  Unquestionably  the  heft 
hi  (lory  that  has  hitherto  appeared  of  that  empire. 

Gcfthkhie  des  ruffifchen  Reicbs,  by  M+  MerkeU  •  Leipzig* 
1795.  3  vols,  fmall  8vp.  -~  A  judicious  abftraft  of  the 
foregoing., 

Schlatter's  beylagen  %um  neuver&ndertcs  Rufdand,  Haigold. 
2  vols.  8vo.  1769,  1770. 

Schlatter's  probe  ruffifcber  annalen,  8vd.  1 768.  •-*-  The 
learned  difquifitions  and  elaborate  researches  of  profeflbr 
Schlqptzer  are  too  well  known  and  efteemed  to  need  any 
ferther  remark. 

IJfarUfcbeJkoye tfledovanlye  0  mtflopohjbenii  drevniago  Rof± 
fitfeago   Tmutarakan/hago  knia/bneaiya,    &c.    —    Hiftorical 
examination  into  the  fituation-of  the  atitient  ruffian  princi- 
pality of  Tmutarakan.     Publiflicd  t>y  command  of  her  im- 
perial majefty ,  1 794. 

IJlorUfche/koye  i  topografiifcbt/ioye  opiffaniyc  gorodof  Mof- 
.  hofskoi  gttbcrniis  ich  ejefdamL  —  Historical  and  topographi- 
cal dcfcription  of  the  towns  of  the  mofcovian  government 
and  their  circles.  Mofco,  1788.  —  This  government  being 
ope  of  the  moil  important  in  the  empire,  and  the  accounts 
of  it  hitherto  published  being  extremely  defective,  the  work 
here  mentioned  may  be  reckoned  among  the  mofUnterefting 
contributions  to  the  topography  of  Ruffia.    The  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  capital  is  indeed  only  a  dry  regifter  of  facls* 
affording  little  entertainment  in  the  perufal,  but  the  data 
there  collected  render  it  highly  welcome  to  geographers  by 
profejfion,  as  enabling  them  to  rectify  many  omiffions  and 
miilakes  that  have  ilipt  into  the  defcriptions  of  Bufching, 
and  other  writers. 

Mojkva. 
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.  Mfflrta*  Eitujkt%%e  von  Jobann  Rkbttr.   Leipugf  1799* 
—  This  lively  and  entertaining  little  work,  together  with ' 
that  laft  mentioned,  has  furniihed  the  greater  part  of  what  \ 
is  found  under  that  head  in  this  volume. 

Primetfchanija  na  jftoriyu  Jrevniya  i  nunefchntya  RoffS  gof- 
fod.  Leilerid.  —  Remarks  on  the  antient  and  modern  his- 
tory of  RufBa  by  M.  le  Clerc,  by  major  general  Ivan  Boltin. 
St*  Peterfb.  1788.  —  The  great  reputation .  which  the 
author  of  this  work  has  obtained  by  it  in  his  own  country, 
has  even  excited  the  curiofity  of  foreigners,  feveral  of  whom 
have  publicly  cxprefled  their  withes,  that. fome,  at  feaft,  of 
the  more  important  chapters  of  it  were  conveyed  into  an- 
other language.  The  extracts  that  appear  in  theft  Volumes 
of  ruflutn  hiftory,  contain  the  moft  interefting  remarks  of 
that  author,  (to  the  regret  of  all  true  antiquaries  now  no 
more)  on  numerous  and  very  different  fubje&s  of  the  hiftory, 
the  politics,  the  religion,  the  manners  and  ufages  of  his 
country,  in  which  all  the  polemical  attacks  upon  the  french 
hiftorian,  are  either  entirely  omitted,  or  fo  far  fupprefled,  as 
to  ftand  in*  no  eifential  connection  with  the  paffages  to ' 
which  they  were  intended  to  relate.  The  difficulties 
attending  this  fele&km,  and  the  pains  which  it  coil  the 
translator  to  comprefs  the  greater  part  of  fo  voluminous  a' 
work  into  thefe  occauonal  abftrads,  though  an  unapparent 
merit,  is  yet  very  hard  of  attainment,  which  can  only  be 
appreciated  by  fuch  a6  have  put  their  patience  and  their 
diligence  to  a  fimilar  trial.  -    - 

Mater \altn  %ur  kenntnlfs  des  Ruffi/chen  retchs>  von  Herri' 
rich  Stotch*  —  Materials  conducive  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  ruffian  empire.  Riga,  1796.  —  This  work,  occafionally 
publimed  in  volumes,  is  an  ineftimable  collection  of  fuch 
pieces,  original  and  others,  as  throw  any  light  on  the  know- 
ledge 


RUSSIAN   HISTORY. 


493 


ledge  of  the  country,  affording  a  fource  of  topographical, 
hiftorical,  and  political  information  concerning  Ruffia,  which 
nothing  fhort  of  the  invincible  induftry,  and  diverfified  abi- 
lities of  this  author  could  have  furnifhed,  and  by  which  he 
has  proved  himfelf  a  worthy  emulator  of  his  predeceffor,  of 
undecayiog  fame  in  this  department,  Muller,  whofe  Samm* 
lung  Ruffifcher  Gefchichtc  is  the  corner-ftone  of  ruffian 
antiquities. 
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ff.B.  The  numerals  refer  to  the  volume,  the  figures  to  the  page. 


A 

*TLbo>  negotiations  at,  broke  off,  it.  page  295. 

Aborigines,  remote  antiquity  of,  i.  67 

jlbulgafi,  his  derivations  futile,  i.  28. 

Acadesny,  noble,  at  ft£ofco,  ii.  398. 

Jcron,  the  inhabitants  of,  their  religious  opinion,  i,  115. 

jffiious,  the  moft  extraordinary,  exprefied  in  the  fame  man- 
ner by  f^e  §laves  and  the  Latins,  i.  64. 

A&ors  and  a&refl*es,  at  Mofco,  ii*  406. 

Adam  of  Bremen,  quoted,  i.  26,  27. 

Adje8i*ves  very  fimilar  in  flavonian  and  latin,  i.  61* 

jfdriath  the  Laft  patriarch  of  the  ruffian  church,  ii.  13  f# 

Adverbs %  latin,  i..  55. 

AZtius  drives  the  Huns  back  to  Pannonia,  i,  4. 

Agrapbinia,  a  ruffian  faint,  i.  94. 

Agriculture*  on  improved  principles,  ii.  440. 

Atx-la-Cbapelle,  peace  of,  how  brought  about,  ii.  297* 

Alberik,  the  chronicle  of,  quoted,  i.  23. 

Alexander  Tarofiawitch,  gains  a  complete  viQory  over  the 
Danes  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  i.  251*  Acquires  the 
furname  of  Nefflcy,  and  is  canonized,  253. 

^lexey  Mikbdilovitcb,  his  death  arid  char  after,  ii.  28. 

Alexey  Petrwitch,  lofes  his  father's  affe&ion,  ii.  102.  De* 
clared  to  have  forfeited  his  right  of  fucceffion,  ii.  107* 

Alienation  of  boors  apart  from  the  eftate,  firft  rife  of,  i.  349. 

Alma,  a  palace  on  the  river,  i.  402.  ^ 

Aliranfiadty  hard  conditions  impofed  on  Auguflus  at  the 
treaty  of,  ii.  83. 

Amazon,  favages  on  the  banks  of  the,  i.  49. 

AmbaJfadoTj  papal,  properly  anfwered  by  tzar  Ivan,  ju  J83. 

'Anarchy  fprings  up  in  the  empire,  ft.  287. 

Anathema,  denounced  by  the  patriarch,  ii.  38* 

Andrey  contributes  much  to  increafe  the  power  of  Vladimir, 
L  237. 

Andrvflf, 
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Andrujfof*  an  armiftice  agreed  on  at,  ii.  23. 

Anhalt-  Zerbft,  Augufia  Sophia  frrederica  of,  married  to  the 
grand-duke  Peter,  ii.  349 

Anna>  a  grecian  princefs,  married  to  TJdBimir  I.  i.  202. 

Anna  bvano<vna\  duchefs  of  Courland,  nominated  emprefs, 
ii.  207.  Sends  troops  to  the  Rhine  to  ad  againft 
France,  214.  Dies  at  St.  Petersburg,  after  a  reign  of 
let  years,  233. 

Anne,  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg,  ii.  242.  Re- 
ceives the  oath  of  allegiance  as  grand -duchefs  of  Ruffia, 
250.  Seized  with  her  hufband  and  conveyed  to  prifon, 
271.  Confined  in  the  citadel  of  Riga,  278.  Conveyed 
to  Dunaraund,  and  thence  to  Kolnogor,  where  flic  dies, 
279. 

Antes  and  Slavonians  fpoke  the  fame  language,  i.  372, 

Anthony  Peter  Vlrie,  duke  of  Holftein  Got  tor  p,  converted  to 
the  orthodox  greek  chqrch,  ii.  294,  Accedes  to  the 
crown  of  Ruffia,  as"  Peter  III.  339.     His  imprudent  con* 

*  "daft,  350.     Openly  refitted  by  the  archbifhop  of  Novgo-  • 
rod,  352.     Neglects  to  be  crowned,  353      Degrading 
declaration  of,  360.    Deprived  of  his  life,  362. 

Antichrifty  Peter  the  Great,  ii.  134. 

Apothecary  garden,  at  Mofco,  ii.  387. 

Aproxin,  field-marfhal,  letter  from  Peter  L  to,  ii.  90* 
Abandons  P ruffia,  ii.  305.  Imprifoned  at  Narva,  he 
expires  on  hearing  of  the  overthrow  of  Beftuchef,  307, 

Archbijhop  of  Novgorod,  (hut  up  in  a  monastery,  i.  297.    ' 

Archbifhop*.  caned,  ii.  163. 

Archimandrites,  i.  1 20. 

Arians,  account  of  that  people,  i.  5. 

Ari/fotle,  of  Bologna,  taken  into  fervice  by  Ivan  I.  i.  28*1. 

364- 
Armorial  enfigns  of  Great  Ruffia,  i.  1 34. 

Army  ,  eftablribaient  of  a  regular,  i.  369.     Improvements  in 

the,  ii.  124. 
AttitUs  of  the  treaty  figned  by  Oleg  and  Leo,  i.  154* 
Artillery >  the  art  of-,  introduced,  ii.  124. 
Artifis  and  mechanics  fent  for  from   Germany,  i.   298* 

Brought  into  the  empire,  363. 
Arts  and  trades  introduced   by  Alexey  Mikhailovitcn,  ii. 

112. 
Afimhlies,  popular,  abolifhed,  u   282.'     Inftitmion  of,  ii, 

AJfembty%gtntvd,  of  the.princes,  i.  230.  Noble,  at  Mofco, 

u*  '45°* 

Affever&tion, 
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Aflvirati**,  the  bigbeft,  i.  367. 

Aftrakban,  Radzin's  followers  executed  oft  the  high  roads 

of*  ii.  26. 
^£0/,  mount,  gr««k  raanufcripts  brought  from,  ii.  375. 
Attila,  terror  and  devaluation  excited  by,  i.  41 .  • 
Attirt,  fimplicity  of  Peter  the  Great's,  ii.  160. 
A*Mtr*t>  called  by  Neftor  the  great  Ugres,  i.  6.     Account 

of  that  people,  i.  8.      Farther  particulars  concerning 

them,  i.  23, 
Auguftus  III.  king  of  Poland,  ii.  214. 
Amftria  and  Raffia,  union  between,  diflblved,  ii.  254. 
Au/lrian  camp,  contagions  difeafes  in  the/ii.  225. 
Axarams,  the  Tartars,  i.  397, 
Azof,  the  fea  of,  pafled  by  the  Huns,  i.  3.    Peter  I.  refotves 

to  conftrucl  a  fleet  in,  ii.  65.    And  its  territory,  ftipu* 

lattd  to  lie  wafte  and  uncultivated,  ii.  227. 


B 

Sooty,  the  tartar  khan,  deftroys  Pereiaflavl,  i.  206* 

Baktfcbifaray,  the  tzarian  palace  at,  i.  401. 

Balk,  lieutenant-general,  fecond  htifband  of  Anna  Moens, 

ii.  170.         ,^ 
Ballads,  old,  fung  in  the  villages,  1.  $6.    , 
Baltic,  the  ruffian  arms  make  a  rapid  progrefs  on  the 

mores  of  the,  ii.  84.     Connexion  with,  of  vaft  confe~ 

quence,  99*     Dominion  of  the,  wrefted  from  Sweden, 

144. 
Barbarians  make  all  martial  excellence  to  confift  in  braving 

death,  i.   178. 
Ba/cbkirs,  mix  their  language  with  the  tartarian,  i.  18. 
Bafil,  Vladimir  I.  takes  that  name,  and  marries  the  princefs 

Anna,  i.  202. 
Bafilius  and  Con  ft  an  tine  require  Vladimir  to  be  baptized 

before  they  will  give  him  their  filler  in  marriage,  i.  201 . 
Bajkakes,  tartarian  officers,  i.  352. 
Battifm,  ceremony  at,  i.  1 24.      Produces  but  little  change 

m  the  temper  of  Olga,  i.  170.     Administered  to  Vladi- 
mir I.  201. 
Baptifi,  St.  John,  curious  ceremony  on  the  anniverfary  of, 

i.   122. 
Bear,  taught  to  perform  a  curious  ceremony,  ii.  163. 
Bears,  Ivan  caufejs  malefactors  to  be  torn  to  pieces  by,  i. 

295- 
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Beard,  of  high  eftimation  in  Ruffia,  L  55$.    Ordered  to  ta 

ihaved,it.  1 51.  -  . 

Bela-vefs,  Bielgorod,  the  white  town,  u  170. 
Belaya  Veflia,  three  towns  of  that  naste*  i.  41©*  - 
Belgrade,  articles  of  peace  figned  at,  ii.  a»6. 
Belt  the  largeft  in  the  world;  ii.  375- 
Bells,  cuAom  of  ringing,  i.  128.    Ufed  for  caftmg  cannon, 

ii-  76. 

Bely  bogue,  the  white  god,  i.  1 19. 

«8«r//»  taken  and  ravaged,  ii.  328.      ...  .         , 

Befiuchef.  appointed  vice- chancellor,  11.  280.  Entirely  de- 
voted to  Auftria,  306.    Put  under  arreft,  307, 

JKM  tranllated  into  flavonian,  ii»  134. 

Bielgorod,  a  quarter  of  Mofco,  ii»  382. 

Bird-market,  at  Mofco,  ii.  385. 

"^/r«r-  chamberlain  to  Anna  Ivanovoa,  ordered  mt  t*  be 

'  brought  with  her  into  Ruffia,  ii.  209.  [Where  the  word 
not  is  by  accident  omitted.]  Comes  to  court,  213.  A 
ftain  upon  the  memory  of  Anna  Ivanovna,  238.  Is  her 
all-powerful'minion,  239-  His  execrable  barbarities,  241. 
Appointed  guardian  of  the  young  emperor  Ivan,  *44; 
On  the  pinnacle  of  grandeur,  247.  Arretted  by  general 
Mannflein,  251. 

Birds  that  are  born  blind,  not  eaten,  1.  109. 

Black-book,  an  antient  book  of  arithmetic,  i.  423* 

Blagwefl,  or  the  agreeable  found,  i.  127. 

Black  Ruffia,  i.  137-  m     .  TT.       .  .     .        -- 

Blade,  a  traitorous  voyevode,  1.  191.    Hw  merited  punsm- 

menr,  i,    193.      ...... 

Board  of  commerce  lnftttuted,  11.  145. 

Bogue,  the  antient  Hypanis,  i.  io6. 

Bohemians,  or  Tfchechs,  i.  4*-  •  '  . 

Bolejlaus  retakes  Kief,  i.  218.  Many  places  taken  by  mm 
come  back  to  Ruffia,  222. 

Bol&irin,  a  monk  of  the  holy  mountain,  1.  406. 

Boltin,  the  ruffian  antiquarian,  ii  31 . 

£o*r//  tilled  the  ground  of  the  nobleman  on  ftated  condi- 
tions, i.  368* 

J^maffaffinatedmhistent,  1.  217  # 

jbV/i  Gatef  acquires  enormous  wealth,  1.  303.  With  at- 
feded  reludance  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  crowned,  306. 

Borka,  or  Ardu,  empire,  of,  i.  41.  m   . 

Boryfthenes,  origin  of  that  appellation,  1.  39.  Sviatoflaf 
obliged  to  winter  near  the  rocks  of,  1.   »*&. 

Bafpborus,  over  agaioft  Tamatarcha,  i.  408.    The  taundai* 

.  Ilraiw,  429*  Jar 
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Bydr,  manner  of  his  parading  to  court,  i.  353. 

Btyars*  what  they  were,  i.  129. 

Beyarjkoi  dvolr  abrogated*  11.  1 20. 

Brandt,  a  dutch  boat-builder,  fent  for  by  Peter  I.  ii.  60. 

Britzanians,  from  Britzen,  i.  41. 

Brawn,  genera!,  ordered  to  quit  Raffia,  ii.  354. 

Brunswick,  princefs  of,  married  to  Alexey  retrovitch,  ii. 

105. 
Buddtmbrock  and  Levenhaupt,  generals,  badly  conduct  the 

campaign*  ii.  258. 
Buka,  fimilar  to  the  roman  Monducus  or  Lamia,  i.  109. 
,  Bulgarians,  fome  account  of  the,  i.   10.  1 8*     Lofe  moft 

of  their  towns  along  the  Danube,  i*  177.     Their  cotin- 
•try  and  language,  i.  180.  - 

Bjtcantine  hiitoriana  quoted,  i.  176* 


Culabria,  peopled  by  grecian  colonies,  i.  77. 
Calamities  >  a  long  train  of/  enfue  to  Ruffia,  i.  227* 
Calepin,  Ambrofe,  quoted,  i«  55.  % 

Capitulation  to  be  propofed  to  Anna  Ivanovna,  ii.  208* 

Torn  to  pieces  by  her*  2 it. 
Captives*  and  their  offspring,  the  only  Haves,  i.  347. 
Carea/es  of  the  dead  embalmed,  i.  110. 
Cafpian,  whence  called  the  Khvalinfkian  (ea,  u  395 •    Con- 

nected  with  the  Baltic,  in  145* 
Catharine  I.  fucceeds  to  the  crown,  ii.  101  • 
Catullus $  quotation  from,  i.  53. 
Caverns,  famous,  of  Kief,  the  beginning  of,  i.  429. 
CtdrenuS)  the  grecian  hiftorlan,  i.  400.  , 

Celtic^  thought  by  fome  writers  to  be  the  parent  of  the 

latin,  i.  76. 
Ceremonies^  idolatrous,  to  the  god  Svetovid,  i.  116. 
Chancellor,  Richard,  commander  of  an  englifh  vcfiel,  goes 

to  the  tsar  at  Mofco,  i.  361. 
Chara&er,   perfonal,  not  influenced   by  church  forms,  i. 

377.    Of  Catharine  I.  ii.  192. 
Charges  brought  againft  Biren,  ii.  251.      A  gain  ft   field - 

marfhal  Munich,  273. 
Charles  V.  emperor,  Ivan  Vaflillievitch  fends  an  ambaiTa- 

dor  to,  i.  298. 

/  K  K  z  Charles 
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Charles  XII,  apt  yet  fix  teen,  afcends  the  throie  of  Sweden, 
ii,  72.  Entirely  roots  the  inCan  army,  £4.  Arrogant 
declaration  of,  79,  Blame  ably  unconcerned  at  the  p*o- 
grtfs  of  the  Ruffians,  80.  Forces  the  Ruffians  on  afi 
fides  to  retreat,  84.     Killed  before  Fredcrikihal,  96. 

CberkaJkoy9  chancellor,  ii.  a  86. 

Cbetardi*,  M»  de  la,  aflifts  ta  the  revolution,  ii,  266. 

Cbctvert,  of  land,  i.  344.        , 

China,  peace  between  Ruffiaaod,  ii.  143. 

Chriftenings  go  rapidly  on,  i.  376. 

Chrifiianity  introduced  into  Rujfia,  of  little  effect,  i.  370. 

Chry/opeJis,  from  Coeitantinople  to,  over  the  ice,  i.  430* 

Chush  Morficoe.  a  flavonian  watery  god,  i.  102. 

Churches  and  fchools  endowed,  i.  a  1 2.  ^ 

Cicero,  quotation  from,  i.  £9, 

Civilization,  obfervations  on  tbe  date  of,  in  Raffia,  i.  325. 

C/W-wars,  grounds  laid  for,  i.  213. 

Clergy*  impofe  fetters  on  the  human  mind,  i.  378.  Im- 
merfed  in  fenfuality  and  ignorance,  380*  Interefted  in 
the  choice  of  Mikhaila,  ii.  4.  Contemned  by  Peter  I. 
101.  Nothing  to  be  expected  from,  1 16.  Attempts  to 
reform,  348.  Take  umbrage  at  Pefer  III.  351.  Ruffian, 
b&ve  a  primate,  i.  a*f  • 

Climate  of  Mofco,  ii.  368. 

Club,  the  noblemen's,  at  Mofco,  ri.  384. 

Coffin,  model  of  a,  fentto  Ruffia,  ii.  140. 

Coin,  >  Sophia  caufes  her  imprefs  to  be  damped  on  the, 
ii.  ^6.  ' 

Colberg,  inefeelaal  fiege  of>  ii.  515.     Invefted,  327. 

Combat,  tingle,  bet^en  plaintiff  and  defendant,  eftabltihcd 
by  law,  i.  356. 

Commerce  fub filled  early  between  the  Ruffian*  and  the 
Greeks,  i,  147.     Flourifhes,  221.  Laws  concerning,  357. 

Common  people  gained  over  by  the  arts  of  Sophia,  ii.  43. 

Concerts  during  Lent,  it.  452. 

'Congregations,  lutheran,  in  Mofco,  ii.  390. 

Conforts,  method  of  chufing,  pra&ifcd  by  the  tsars  of 
Ruffia,  ii.  30. 

Coftftantine  Porphyrogenneta,  the  greciau  emperor,  i.  169. 
407,  421. 

Conjiantinople,  furpriGng  expedition  to,  i.  l;o« 

Conquerors  and  foldiers  in  barbarous  ages,  picture  of,  i.  1 87. 

Conquefis anticipated  by  Sweden,  ii.  257. 

Copenhagen,  Peter  I.  goes  to,  ii.  106. 

Catenation  of  Peter  II.  ii.  199* 

Court, 
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Court*  of  Peterfb'urg,  takes  a  fofter  and  politer  tarn,  ii.  237. 
Magnificent,  335. 

Cowl,  put  on  by  the  ruffian  princes*  when  dying,  i„  ^7. 

Cronftadt,  description  and  hiltory  of,  i.  493.     A  hoftile  fleet 

*    appears  before,  ii.  190.  ^ 

Crown,  refufed  by  Milch  ai'la  Romanof,  ii.  5. 

Crucifix  worn  about  the  neck,  t.  127. 

Cruelties  committed  by  Igor  in  Paphlagonia,  Pontas  and 
Bithynia,  i.  159.  Of  Peter  the  Great,  adroit  of  no  pal- 
liation, ii.  161. 

Cuiraffiers,  firft  added  to  the  army,  ii.  t$6* 

CjtiJ,  invents  the  ruffian  written  character,  i.  376* 


D 

Dtubogy  the  flavonian  Plutus,  i.  102. 

Dale.carkans,  refufe  to  enlift,  ii.  293.    Break  oat  into  open 

infurreftion,  295. 
Damafcenus,  St.  John,  the  hymns  of,  i.  121. 
Daniel,  prince  of  Kief,  obtains  from  the  pope  the  title  of 

king,  i.  381.     Prince  of  Tnrof*  408. 
Daniela  dlexandroviteh,  builds  the  Kfeml  palace,  ii*  376V 
DantziJt,  taken  by  field  marlhal  Munich,  ii.  218.  * 

Dajhhoft  princefs,  enters  into  a  confpiracy  to  dethrone  Peter 

III:  ii.  355. 
DavM  Jgorevitch  and  Volodar  Jtoftiflavitch  taken  prisoners, 

Daun's  army,  menaces  Berlin,  it*  319. 

Debt,  Ruffia  refponfible  for  a,  due  from  Sweden  to  Holland, 

ii.  229. 
Deity,  mankind  have  always  made  of  him  a  malignant  and 

cruel  being,  i.  91. 
Democratic  form  of  government  in  Novgorod,  gives  place 

to  the  monarchical,  i.  338* 
Denmark,    a  campaign  againft,   projected   by  Peter  III. 

"•  353* 
Denomination,  fimilarity  of,  the  occaiion  of  various  miftakes, 

i.  9. 

Denominations  of  the  mod  flriking  fenfible  objects,  i.  51. 

,Derbent%  captured  by  Peter  1.  ii.  too. 

,  De/na,  Ruffians  and  Swedes  difpute  the  paflage  of  the,ii.  g6# 

Pevafiationsi  horrible,  committed  on  the  ftvcdifh  coaft,  ii.  97. 

Diamonds,  amazing  amount  in,  ii.  256, 

K  K  3  Dieti 
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Ditti  boyarfkie,  boyar-children,  i.  344. 

Dilich,  his  hiftory  of  Hungary,  i.  22,  23.  t 

Diminutives,  a  multitude  of,  whereof  the  primary  fubftantiv« 
is  loft,  i.  87. 

Dif agreements,  between  Peter  and  Sophia,  come  to  a  formal 
rupture,  ii.  56, 

Di/cipline,  martial,  improved  by  count  Munich,  ii.  234. 

Dsfiemfers,  contagions,  feldom  prevail  at  Mofco,  ii.  369* 

Diftuxbaneu,  ob  the  iide  of  Poland,  ii.  1 9. 

Diimar's  account  of  Kief,  i.  139.  ., 

Dmitri,  grand-prince,  perceives  that  the  Tartars  are  no  . 
longer  fo  formidable  as  before,  i.  270,     Obtains  the  fur- 
name  of  Donfflcoy,  275. 

Dmitri  Ivemovitcb  put  to  death  by  Boris  Godunof,  i.  304* 

Dmitri,  the  whole  party  of,  djfperfed,  ii.  7. 

Dobryna  raifes  a  fuperb  ftatue  to  the  deity  Perune,  i.  196. 

Dogoda,  a  flayonian  zephyr,  i.  98. 

Dolgorukies,  arretted  and  put  to  the  torture,  ii.  263,    Re- 
called from 'Siberia  ana1  retaliated  in  their  polls,  285. 

Dolgoruky,  Vaffilly  Lukovitch,  on  an  cmbaffy  to  Anna  Ivan* 
*  ovna,  ii.  209.  '. 

PoJgervfy,  the  ruffian  commander,  ii.  23* 

Dcmvuie  dukbi,  domeftic  daemons,  i.  08. 

Don,  Ruffia  allowed  to  build  a  fbrtreu  on  the,  ii,  227* 

Dor  fat,  city  of,  described,  i.  465.    Hiftory  of,  470* 

Drift,  alterations  ip,  ii.  153. 

Drcvlimns,  rendered  tributary  by  Oleg,  i.  140,.    Igor  victo- 
rious overthem,  i.  163.   Derivation  of  their  name,  i.  166V 

Drownings,  decreed  by  Ivan  the  Terrible,  i.  295. 

Drummer,  Peter  the  preat  begins  his  carreer,  by  being,4 

ii.  5*>  "     *■ 

Drunkennefs,  Alexey  Petrovitch  addicted  to,  ii.  104. 
Duel,  generally  decides  on  right  and  wrong,  i.  329* 
Duke,  title  of,  unknown  to  the  antient  Ruffians,  i.  222, 
Dunai,  the  name  of  the  Danube,  i.  106. 
Durai,  the  common  expreffioafor/fr/,  ii.  447. 
Duroftok,  on  the  Danube,  i.  183. 


Ecclifiaftical  ceremonies,  great  reliance  on,  i.  37$. 
Ecclefiaftfcs,  meritorious,  i.  379. 

Education,  plan  of,  purfued  with  Peter  II.  ii.  200*    At 
Mofco,  466. 
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Effigy  of  Peter  the  Great,  ii.  16 1 . 

Eli  con,  a  fwifs  carpenter,  went  to  Rome,  i.  78. 

EUJfa,  the  grecmn  city,  called  Olilha  by  the  Ruffians,  i.  400* 

Elizabeth y  queen  of  England,  highly  efteemectby  I  van  Vaf- 
fillievitch,  i.  301.  Zealoufly  employed  in  promoting 
enterprifes  of  difcovery,  360.  Among  her  pre  fen  ts  to 
tzar  Ivan*  fends  an  englifh  phyfician,  i.  366. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great,  remains  quiet  du- 
ring all  the  reign  of  Anne,  ii.  263.  Makes  a  foiemn 
vow  that  no  blood  (hall  be  ihed  in  her  attempt  on  the 

,  throne,  269.  Attempts  made  to  dethrone,  279.  Re, 
fufes  to  give  back  the  conqoefts  made  from  Sweden  by 
her  father,  289.  Her  death  and  character,  330.  He* 
reprehenfible  condud  towards  her  fuccefFor,  343. 

Elmo,  St.  Alexey  Petrovitch,  under  a  borrowed  name,  at 
the  fortreft  of,  ii.  106. 

Engineers,  a  corps  of,  fir  ft  inftituted,  ii.  234. 

Englijhmen,  land  at  Archangel,  i.  301.  Invited  to  fettle  in 
the  empire  366. 

Envy,  between  Ruffians  and  foreigners  partly  done  away, 
ii.  235. 

E<vdoAhia,J? 'eter  the  Great's  fir  ft  wife,  ii.  207. 

Eugene,  prince,  war  happily  terminated  by,  ii.  226. 

Euxine,  conjoined  with  the  Cafpian,  ii.  145. 

Extortioner j,  privileged,  opprefs,  the  people,  ii,  16. 


Favourites,  instability  of  their  fituation,  ii.  308. 

Female -(ex,  contempt  for  the,  invariably  a  characterise  of 

the  want  of  civilization,  i.  367. 
Feodor  l<vano<viteh,  a  weak  prince,  i.  302. 
Feodor  Boriflovitcb,  dethroned  and  imprifoned,  i.  314, 
Feodor  and  Ivan,  the  fons  of  Alexey  Mikhailovicch,  it.  33. 
Feodor  Alexeyvitch,  prudent  government  of,  ii.  35.  abruptly 

anfwers  the  patriarch,  ii.  39. 
Ferdinand,  emperor,  applied  to  for  workmen  by  Ivan  Vaffil- 

lievitch,  i.  299.     Ivan's  letter  to,  364. 
Ferdinand,  laft  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Kettler,  ii.  240. 
Fermor,  fieldmarfhal,  marches  into  Pruflia,  ii.  31  u 
Finland,  aknoft  all,  falls  to  Ruffia,  ii.  96. 
Finns9  antiently  comprifed  under  the  denomination  Varageg, 

i.  21.     Two  hundred  of  their  villages  burnt  by  the  Ruf' 

£ans,  ii.  292, 

*  *  4  Fir* 
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J#r/-arms,  brought  into  practice  in  Ruffia,  i.  364. 

Fire,  greciao,  account  of,  i.  161. 

Flemings,  great  gainers  by  the  downfall  of  the  hanfeattc 

league,  i.  361. 
F lor  us  and  Lauras  9  the  tutelar  faints  of  horfet,  i.  .1*3. 
Food,  of  the  antient  Slavonians,  i.  327. 
Fools,  kept  for  the  diverfipn  of  the  court,  it.  j$$. 
F feign  guidance  and  inftru&ioa,  Ruffians  null  always  hare* 

i.  363. 
Foreigners,  at  the  head  of  affairs  under  the  regent  Anne, 

ii.  261.    Encouraged  to  come  into  the  empire,  334.     At 

Mofco,  391,  39s. 
Forefis,  confecrated  to  the  idol  Perune,  i.  92. 
Foundling-boufe,  at  Mofco,  ji.  399. 
Franc-archers,  in  France,  L  344* 
Frederic  II.    Elizabeth  the  perfonal  enemy   of,    ii.    301. 

Writes  to  Peter  III,  to  warn  him  of  his  danger,  355. 
Futilities,  metaphyseal,  brought  from  Greece  into  Ruffia* 

i.  209. 
futurity,  the  defire  to  dive  into,  natural  to  man,  u  107. 


G 

Gabriel,  metropolitan  of  Novgorod,  i.  394, 

Gallitzin,  Vaflilly,  a  fagacious  minifler,  ii.  37.    Chara&er 

of,  43.     Sent  into  exile,  ^  8, 
Gallitzin,  fpeech  of  prince,  ii.  208. 
Gardorik,  or  great  city,  i.  134. 
Gedtmin,  duke  of  Lithuania  feizes  on  Kief,  i.  277. 
Genealogical  tables  and  regifters  publicly  burnt,  ii.  3$. 
Germans,  often  confounded  with  the  Celts,  i.  76. 
Getes,  called  by  the  Romans  Dacians,  i.  392* 
Gibbets  ere&ed  in  Front  of  Sophia's  convent*  ii.  72. 
Gleb  Fladimirovitcp,  (tabbed  by  his  own  cook,  i.  217. 
Gleb  Sviatojlavitcb,  expelled  from  Tmutarakan,  i.  43  a* 
Glebof,  a  young  boyar,  cruelties  exercifed  upon,  ii.  169* 
Gluck,  a  lutheran  clergyman,  ii.  171. 187. 
Gods,  houlhtl J,  among  the  Tfchuvafchc*,  i.  108. 
Gcertx,  a  negotiation  begun  by,  ii.  96. 
Goldap,  town  of,  plundered  and  burnt,  ii*  303* 
Golden  horde,  demolition  of,  i.  380. 
GolUkof*  life  of  Peter  the  Great,  ii,  414.* 
Genzaga,  a  famous  fcene-painter  at  Mofco,  ii.  41 1. 

GoranesM 
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Goranes,  the  fame  with  mountaineers,  i.  6.  138. 

Gordon,  general,  numbers  of  Scot  fro  en  fervc  under*  ii.  59* 
Defeats  the  rebellious  (trelitses,  71. 

Gori,  etrufcan  monuments  reported  by,  i.  82. 

Gorodetx,  where  fitnate,  i.  404. 

Goftomuijl,  grandfather  of  Oiga*i.  165. 

Goths  and  Ruffians  antiently  adopted  many  things  in  com- 
mon* i.  1 .  and  Huns  in  the  regions  of  the  Dniepr,  i.  137* 

Government,  beneficial  changes  in,  ii.  120. 

Gramota  Ujfavnaia,  compiled  by  Ivan  Vaffillievitch,  i.  334. 

Great  Britain,  treaty  of  commerce  with,  ii.  236. 

Great  Greece,  the  modern  Calabria,  i»  77. 

Grecian  empire  attacked  by  Oleg,  i.  149.  Peace  concluded 
with*  153. 

Greece,  architects  invited  from,  i.  208.  Emperor  of,  prefents 
Vladimir  II.  with  the  enfigns  of  imperial  dignity*  229* 

365- 
Greek  emperors  had  Ruffians  in  thoir  army*  and  efpecialrjr 

in  their  fleet*  i.  170. 

-Greeks   pretend  that    Theodore   the  martyr  miraculotifljr 

fought  for  them,  i.  184. 

Gregory  VIII.  pope*  letter  from*  to  Ifiaflaf  I.  i.  224. 

Grodno,  in  Lithuania,  abandoned  by  Peter  I.  ii.  84* 

Grojyagerfdorf,  battle  of,  ii.  304. 

Ground,  a  great  extent  of*  neceffary  to  men  who  never  culti- 
vate the  earth*  i.  47. 

Grunftein  and  Schwartz*  Men  to  Leftocq's  propofal,  ii,  265. 

Gntfinian  or  Georgian  flobode,  at  Mofco,  ii.  305* 

Guards,  the  chief  a&ors  in  revolutions*  ii.  178.  Preobnu 
jenfkoi,  harfli  methods  employed  againft,  2S8. 

Gubnaia  Gramota,  not  known  by  whom  composed*  i.  334,, 

Gubnie  Starofti,  a  bode  now  loft.  i.  337. 

Gunners  and  bombardeers,  german*  taken  into  the  ruQeii 
fervice*  i.  364* 

Gymnafium,  at  Mofco*  ii.  398* 

H 

Habitations,  of  the  antient  Slaves*  i.  327. 
Hair,  heathenifli  rite  of  cutting  it  off,  i.  125. 
Halitcband  Vladimir  ceded  to  the  Poles,  i.  278* 
JIanfeatic-league,  its  merchandizes  coniifcated,  i.  284*     At« 

tempts  to  revive  its  commerce*  307.     Account  of*  358. 
Jlarangue  of  prince  Sviatopolk  II,  i.  417. 
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Haritn,  digs  nimfelf  a  cavern,  i.  429. 

H&utllamansy  from  their  dwelling  near  the  Havel,  i.  40*  - 

Head  money y  firft  levy  of,  i.  344. 

/fab/j  cut  off  by  hundreds,  ii.  165. 

Heideke,  an  eminent  lutheran  preacher  at  Mofco,  H.  .389, 

/fe/r»,  the  name  taken  by  Olga  at  her  baptifm,  i.  169, 

Htljhtgfors,  the  Swedes  furrounded  near,  ii.  290. 

Hemy  iV.  emperor,  applied  to  for  aid  by  lfiatiaf  I.  i„  223. 

Heretic,  Peter  III.  ii.  353. 

Highways  and  roads,  pro vi (ion  for,  ii.  144. 

Hilar  ion,  a  hermit  of  great  fanclity,  i.  377. 

Hiong-nu,  the  real  name  of  the  Hans,  i.  2* 

Hifiory,  tborces  of  rnffiao,  ii.  477. 

Holoytxin,  the  Ruffians  fubmit  to  the  Swedes  at,  ii.  85. 

Hoiftein,  Gettorp,  dukeof,  fon-in-law  of  Catharine  I.  ?k 

190.     Anthony  Peter  tilric,   cleft  heir  to  the  fwediih 

crown,  294.   ^ 
Jionour  and  probity,  how  to  know  a  Ruffian  o£,  iit  18a 
Hortus  penfilis,  at  Peteriburg,  defcribed,'i.  449. 
ffylilitiej  with  Sweden,  ceflation  of,  ii.  288. 
Houfesy  of  the  Ruffians,  i.  366. 

Hungary,  fop  plies  Sviatoflaf  with  gold  and  bories>  L  179, 
Huns,  mother-country  of  the,  i.  2.  30. 
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y*fh*t%  Kozar  the  foventh  fon  of,  i.  174* 

in-hills,  diveriion  of  the,  iiT  455. 

Idlers  and  vagrants,  not  tolerated,  i.  351. 

Jerbzimjky*  Dr.  a  worthy  lutheran  pallor,  ii*  389* 

Jefitits,  not  tolerated  by  Peter  the  Great,  ii.  133. 

Igor,  ftill  in  his  minority,  accompanies  Oleg  on  his  warlike 

expeditions,  1.   146.     Succeeds  to  the  throne,  i.  157. 

Ravages  Paphlagonia,  Pontus  and  Bithynia,  i.  159. 
Igor  Vladimirwitch  Monomacfas,  builds  the  city  of  Vladimir 

on  the  Kliafma,  i.  232* 
Igor  Vjewlodwitch,  killed,  with  his  whole  family,'  i.  232 
Jgumens  or  abbots,  i.  1 20. 

Illyrians,  inhabiting  the  northern  coafts  of  the  Adriatic,  i.  77. 
Incur/urns  by  the  neighbouring  nations,  i.  229. 
fndicls,  method  of  computing  by,  i.  427. 
Infancy,  of  Catharine  I.  veiled  in  obi'curity,  if.  183. 
fagria,  Peier  1.  maizes  himfelf  matter  of,  ii.  82.     ,  n 

Inhabitant* 
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Inhabitants  in  Peteriburg,  number  of,  i.  453. 
Innovations  of  Peter  I.  excite  difcontcnt,  ii.  07. 
,  Inquifition>  political  court  of*  ii.  338. 
Infcriftion  on  a  marble  found  among  the  ruins  of  Phana- 

gom,  i.  427*    ' 
Inten/e  cold,  record  of,  i.  429* 
Invalids ,  hofpital  of,  at  Mofco,  ii.  387. 
Joachim  Savelof,  patriarch,  ere&s  a  fchoolat  Mofco,  ii. 

Journey,  Peter  I.  undertakes  his  firft,  ii.  69. 

ifiaflafVladimirovitcb  obtains  Polotfk.  i.  191. 

Ifiajlaf TaroJIavitcb  forced  to  abandon  the  throne,  i.  213. 

ljmailofjky  guards,  commanded  by  Gregory  Orlof,  ii.  ^^7* 

Ifvofcbiks,  or  drivers,  "4;?* 

Ivan,  the  kupaloiih,  explained,  i.  94. 

Ivan  I.  an  enterprifing  prince,  i.  278.     Unites  with  the 

grand  principality,  281. 
Ivan  VaffilHevitcb  //.   furnamed  the  terrible,  i.  286.     A 
Tegular  attendant  at  church,  290.      His  horrid  cruelties, 
295.     Puniflies  corrupt  judges,   296.     Revifes  and  im- 
proves the  Sudebnik,  333. 
l<va*>  the  dethroned  emperor,  cruelly  aflaffinated,  ii.  282. 
Judgment  pafled  on  Catharine  I.  by  a  german  author,  ii. 

193. 
Judges  a&ing  and  deciding  partially,  i.  356.     Open  to  bri- 
bery, ii.  15.     Partial,  knooted,  122. 
Julian  calendar  ftill  ufed  in  Ruffia,  ii.  148. 
Juliana*  queen  of  Denmark,  ii.  285. 
Jufiice%  adminiftradon  of,  found  maxims'  concerning  the> 
"  ii.  ii  a.    Corrected,  121. 


fabais,  or  common  public  houfes,  ii.  421. 
abala,  a  fort  of  contract*  i.  35°« 
Kabardia,   added  to   the    ruffian    empire,  i,    293;      The; 

greater  and  the  lefs,  to  remain  as  a  frontier,  ii.  227. 
Kaffa  or  KefFa,  a  maritime  town   in  the  Krimea,  i.  199* 
Ruffian .prifoners  expofed  to  fale  at,  i.  285. 
^  Kagans,  the  ruffian  princes  never  fo  called,  i.  28* 
Kaikay  an  engagement  between  the   Ruffians  and  Tartars* 

near  the  river,  i.  241.     Source  of  the,  399. 
galocer,  a  patrician,  treats  with  the  Ruffians  in  the  name  of 
Phocas,  i.  182. 

Kaminietz 
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Kaminietz  taken  by  the  Turks,  it.  27. 
Kamtfhatka,  the  acquisition  of,  ii.   14J. 
Kapifcbak,  Baaty  khan  of,  i.  243.  , 

-Kavtrin,  maitre  dc  police  at  Mofco,  ii,  443. 
Kuyxerlingutn,  count,  firft  hulband  of  Anna  Moens#  iu  170. 
Kazan,  befieged  by  Ivan  Vaflillicvitcb,  i.  288.  - 
Kaxanjkoy  church,  Catharine  II.  takes  the  oath  in  the,  ii.  557. 
Kertfcb*  from  the  old  Kortfchef,  i.  429. 
KeitUr,  the  family  of  become  extinft,  ii.  230, 
Kexbolm  and  Novgorod  taken  by  the  Swedes,  i.  322.  iL  ff, 
JLbtraJkof,  one  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  author t  of  Ruffia,  ii* 

397-  4"4- 
Kborsy  the  flavonian  ./Efculapius,  u  101  • 

Kbortjebit)  fignification  of,  i.  101. 

Khoty'im  taken  by  Marfhal  Manich,  ii.  225, 

Kkrobates,  from  khrebet,  a  mountain,  t.  41. 

Kief,  a  town  of  the  Sar mates,  i.  4.     The  original  building 

of,  i.  133.   Taken  by  a  wicked  ftratagem,  i.  147.     Oleg 

returns  victorious*  to,  i.  1 53.      Befieged  by  the  Petche- 

'  negans,  i.  177.  A  proclamation  lifted  at,  ordering  all  the 
inhabitants  to  be  baptized,  i.  203*  Feafts  there,  1.213* 
The  prince  of,  paramount  to  all  the  reft*  225*  Suffer* 
particularly  by  inteftine  wars,  231.  Horrible  daughter 
Committed  by^the  Tartars  at  the  taking  of,  249.  Seized 
en  by  the  duke  of  Lithuania,  277,  Origin  of  the  fa* 
rnous  caverns  at,  429* 

Kiel,  Peter  III.  born  and  educated  at,  ii.  339.  341. 

JCikimora,  the  flavonian  Morpheus,  i.  100. 

Kirgbi/es  fubmit  to  Ruffia,  ii.  237. 

ICijfimans  from  the  town  of  Ruffian*  i.  41, 

Kitaigorod,  at  Mofco,  ii.  377.  413. 

i&tscjiar,  on  the  borders  of  the  Terek,  ii.  256. 

Kivi>  fo  called  from  their  dwelling  in  a  mountainous  dif. 
tritf,  j.   5. 

JCnaves  or  ferfs,  i.  350. 

Knighthsod,  an  drder  of,  inftituted  in  honour  of  Catharine  I. 
ii.  185. 

J[noot,  Alexey  Petrovitch  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  pe- 
riled by  the,  ii.  108. 

Kctnigjbtrg,  fubmits  to  the  Ruffians,  ii.  311. 

Kolagridova,  rnadame,  the  Siddons  of  Mofco,  ii.  409. 

jColiada,  the  flavonian  god  of  peace,  i.  102. 

kolivo,  adopted  from  the  Greeks,  i.  1 1 1  * 

Komanes  had  their  name  from  the  river  Kuma,  i.  12. 

Koxdiam  aflift  the  Ruffians  againft  the  Tartars,  i.  18. 

JfCofronM¥f9 
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Koptonimus,  emperor  Conftantine,  i.  430.  § 

Korelians,  comprehended  by  foreigners   under  the  name 

Biarmians,  i.   12.   18. 
Kor often,  Igor  flain  and  buried  at,  i.  164. 
Kor/esf  in  Courland,  i.  12. 
Korfun,  Kherfon  antiently  fo  called,  i.  201. 
KoJbgesy  dwelt  eaftward  of  the  fea  of  Azof*  i.  12.  39 U 

Subdued  by  Sviatoflaf,  411. 
Keftroma,  the  family  of  Philaretes  in  a  convent  at,  iu  4* 
Kotiaky  prince  of  the  Polovtzes,  i.  398. 
Kotupan>  the  aflafiin,  (toned  to  death,  i.  402. 
Kotzibue's  plays,  much  admired  at  Mofco,  ii.  408.  410* 

4"- 
Kovanjkoy%  prince!  at  the  head  of  the  (trelitzes,  ii.  46. 

Kruli  khan,  Thamas,  an  cmbafly  from,  ii.  255* 

Koxaks,  fome  account  of  the,  ii*  19. 

Kozais,  Kalmuks  and  Tartars*  behave  in  Pruflta  like  real 

barbarians,  ii.  303. 
Kozares,  opinions  of  the  learned  concerning  the,  i.  32. 

Called  Iflidones  by  the  old  writers,  i.  34.      Thought  to 

be  of  turkim  origin,  i.  174. 
Krafnaya  plofchtfchad,  the  red  or  beautiful  place  at  Mofco, 

ii.  382. 
Kreml,  the  tzarian  palace  at  Mofco,  ii.  66.    Defcribed# 

370.  m     • 

Krepki  bogue,  the  ftrong  god,  i.  113. 
Krepofts,  or  judicial  documents  of  vattalage,  i.  342. 
Krimea,  antiently  called  Khofaria,  i.  430.      Ruffian  troops 

march  into,  ii.  217.     Laid  wafte  by  war,  228. 
KrwitfchtSt  a  farmatian  people,  i.  13. 
Kromert  a  po]i(h  hiliorian,  i.  126. 
KroJJiu  and  Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  feized-on  by  the  Rut  ' 

nans,  ii.  317. 
Kumam,  from  the  river  Kuma,  i.  42. 
Kunnerfdorf9  redoubts  taken  that  cover  the  village  of,  ii. 

320. 
Kupalnitxi,  explanation  of,  i.  93. 
Kupalot  a  beneficent  deity,  i.  92. 
Kures  dwelt  in  Courland,  i.  13. 
Kurilly  i Hands,  a  benefit  to  Ruifia,  ii.   1 44. 
Kujkbva,  the  feat  of  count  Scheremetof,  ii.  431. 
Kiiftrin,  the  fiege  of,  raifed,  ii.  312. 
Kpnmtriegard,  in  Finland,  given  up  to  the  Rufijans,  ii.  296. 
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Lada,  the  flavonian  Venut,  i.  94. 

Laity,  their  notions  of  being  a  chriftian,  1,  380*    , 

Ladoga,  built  by  Rurik,  i»  144 

Ladoga-.zkt,  feboontrs  buiit  on  the,  ii    80.     Canal. . coit* 

ft ru died,    145.     Chiefly  by  Munich,  234. 
Language  of  the  Huns  ha<  no  tiimlarity  with  the  fcythian, 
*   &c.  u  24.      Latin,  indebted  to  the  flavpnian  for  its  firft 

elements,  i.  44.     Of  the  Slaves  and  of  the  Latins,  mufl 

necefTarily  have  had  ih?  fame  origin,  i %  63.      Manner  in 

which  it  is  formed,  i.  67.     Latin  derived  by  Voffius 

from  the  greek,  i.  76. 
Lanzi,  on  theetrufcan  language,  i.  82. 
Lapidation,  punifhment  by,  i.   22. 
Lapland,  the  crew  of  a  fhip  periih  by  the  extreme  frofl  Oft 

the  coaft  of,  i.-  360. 
Lapukbin,  £vdokhia,  efpoufedby  Peter  I.  ii*  ion 
Larceny,  punifhment  of,  i.  356. 
La/cy,  general,  takes  the  fort  of  Azof,  it.  22O. 
Latin  words,  moftly  of  grecian  origin,  i.  79.     Roots  of 

many  only  to  be  found  in  the  german,  u  26. 
Laudohn,  an  able  general,  ii.  318. 

Laws,  code  of,  by  Ivan  Vaflillievitch,  i.  293.    Relating 
1    to  the  fucceffion,  ii.  109.     Early  ruffian,  laid  great  ftrefa 

upon  oath-',  K  155.      Change  with  manners,  1.  332. 
Leckie,  the  (lavonian  fatyrs,  i.   104. 
Le/ort%  general,  account  of,  ii.  52.     Admiral,  64. 
'Lea,  the  philofopher,  reigns  in  Conftantinople,  i.  152* 
Leftocq,  phyiician  to  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  ii.  261.     His 

device  for  fixing  her  resolution,  268*     Eaniihed  to  Sibe* 

ria,  300. 
Letter,  curious,  written  by  the  Novgorodians  to  their  prince, 
i.  235.     From   tzar  Ivan   to  the  emperor   Ferdinand, 

365.  From  Peter  I.  to  his  fon,  ii.  105.    Of  Frederic  II* 

concerning  Peter  the  Great,  ii.  168.  To  the  queen,  321* 

3*5- 
Letters,  names  of  the,  in  the  ruffian  alphabet,  ii.  474. 

Liburnians  occupy  the  fouth-eaft  coaii  of  modern  Dal* 

•x   rnatia,  u  77.  .         '  . 

Lietnaya,  a  kind  of  contract,  i.   350. 

Uevetsf  the  modern  Livoniaos,  i.  13.  19. 

Life, 
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Life,  hard  manner  of,  purfued  by  Sviatoflaf,  i.  172. 
lines  of  theKriroea, defcribed,  11.  218.  ' 

Literature  among  the  Ruffians,  i.  380.     State  of,  at  Mofco, 

ii.  413. 
Lithuanians*  derivation  of  that  term*  i.  14. 
Liubitjb*  aftembly  of  the  princes  at,  i.  417. 
Livonia*  afflicled  by  a  cruel  war,  i.  300. 
Laevenbaupt*   the  fwediih  general,  defeated,   ii*  87.     An 

advocate  for  a  war,  258. 
Leewen<wolden*  a  Livonian,  favourite  of  Catharine'  IF.  ii. 

189.  243. 
Lope*  the  fame  with  Lapland,  i.  1 3.  1 9. 
Lords,  followed  to  the  wars  by  their  (laves,  i.  352. 
Lubetk*  fends  an  embafly  to   Ruffia,  i.  361.      Biibop  o£ 

propofed  to  be  king  of  Sweden,  ii*  294.     Elected,  296. 
Luke*  the  evangelift,  a  portrait  painted  by,  ii.  374. 
Luxury*  fome  degree  of,  feems  to  have  prevailed  at  the 

court  of  Ruffia;  from  the  time  of  Gleg,  i.  169. 


M 

Maddox*  an  ingenious  and  enterprifing  Engliflunan,  pro* 

prietor  and  manager  of  the  theatre  at  Mofco,  ii.  404. 
Magi  ares*  eftablifti  the  ongarian  kingdom,  i.  14. 
Malefactors,  cruelly  punished,  H.  337. 
Magnates,  origin  of  their  arbitrary  judicial  authority,  u 

334- 
Malucba*  Olga's  attendant,  the  mother  of  Vladimir,  i.  191. 

Mamai,  khan  of  the  donikoi  Tartars,  i.  271.  Lofes  a 
battle  to  the  Ruffians,  274. 

Manic  bees*  the  devotion  of  them  not  captivating  to  the  ruf- 
fian miffionaries,  i.  197.  ' 

Manifefto*  of  the  emprefs  Anne,  ii.  211.  Of  the  emprefii 
Elizabeth  on  taking  the  crown.  274.  Of  Catharine  If. 
concerning  the  prince  Ivan,  281.  Accufmg  the  Swedes 
as  authors  of  the  war,  291.  Of  Catharine  II.  on  her 
acceding  to  the  throne,  358* 

Manners %  caufes  of  the  alteration  and  diveriity  of,  i.  331. 

Mannftein*  adjutant- general  to  count  Munich,  ii.  232. 

Manufactures  and  trades  encouraged,  ii.   1 39. 

Maria  Feodorevna,  the  prefent  emprefs,  ii.  402. 

Maria  Tberefa,  Ends  a  friend  and  ally  in  Elizabeth,  ii.  298* 

Marina  contents  to  be  married  to  the  pretended  Dmitri,  i. 
310.    Admits  a  fecond  Dmitri  as  her  fpoufe,  319* 

Market- 
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Mfar&et-plzcc,  practice  of  referring  to  the,  i.  367. 

Marftilkis,  fpoke  rather  greek  than  Celtic,  i.  78. 

Martins  and  fables  efteemed  in  proportion  to  the  darknef* 
of  their  colour,  i.   157. 

Martha,  the  former  name  of  Catharine  I.  \u  171* 

May-day,  bow  kept  at  Mofco,  ii,  419. 

Mazeppa,  hetman  of  the  Kozaks,  ii.  85.  ttf. 

Mead,  a  liquor  much  ufed  in  Ruffia,  ii.  460.. 

Meetings ,  public,  cuftomary  with  the  Ruffians,  ii.  118. 

Melnik,  the  Miller,  a  famous  ruffian  comedy*  ii,  407. 

Memel,  taken  by  the  Ruffians,  ii,  303. 

Mengden,  countefs,  a  favourite  with  the  regent  Anne,  ii* 
260. 

Mentcbikof,  prince,  appointed  viceroy  of  Ingria,  ii,  82. 
Made  preceptor  to  Alexey  Petrovitch,  103.  Fans  the 
tzar's  refentmenta,  104*  His  eftates  in  the  Ukraine 
confifcated,  122*  Originally  a  pye- boy,  ii.  160.  Gives* 
information  of  a  plot,  (64.  Refigns  Catharine  to  Peter 
the  Great,  171.  Guilty  of  much  oppreffion  and  in- 
juftice,  179,  Orders  Catharine  to  be  proclaimed  em* 
prefs,  183.  Keeps  in  favour  with  the  tzar  till  his  death, 
188.  Anxious  to  execute  two  claufes  of  Catharine's 
will,  194,     Dies  in  exile,  198, 

Merchant  s3  germ  an,  imprifoned  at  Novgorod,  i.  283.  Of 
Novgorod  and  Pfcove,  in  high  reputation,  i.  359.  Po- 
lifti,  fall  victims  to  the  fury  of  the  populate  at  Mofco,  u 
36a. 

Meres,  dwelt  in  the  region  of  Roftof,  i.  15. 

Mejchtf chores,  where  they  dwelt,  u  15. 

Mtfmbria,  from  the  Krira  to,  over  the  ice,  u  430. 

Metropolitan,  of  Novgorod,  writes  a  fubmiulve  letter  in 
behalf  of  his  prince,  i.  236* 

Mikhdila  Feoderovitch,  elected  tZ3r,  u  323. 

Mikhdila  Romano/,,  a  defendant  of  the  antient  tzars,  ii,  3* 
Sends  ambaftadors  to  England  and  other  countries,  it.  lo# 
Promotes  commerce  with  England  and  Periia,  1  12. 

Milqflsfjky,  the  family  of,  ii.  33. 

Mind,  firmnefs  of,  Peter  the.  Great's,  ii.  128. 

Mineif  a  hymn-book,  divided  into  months,  i.  121. 

Minifters,  engliOi  and  pruffian,  frequently  warn  Peter  III. 
of  his  danger,  ii.  355. 

Mint  and  coinage,  rectified,  ii,  145. 

Mirtruitch,  lieutenant,  forms  a  plan  for  delivering  the  cap* 
tive  Ivan,  i'.  283.     Pays  for  it  with  his  head,  285* 

Mitrophanufchka,  a  character  in  the  play  of  NederoU,  ii,  472* 

Mitta*> 
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Mittau,  an  embaffy  difpatched  to,  ii.  209. 

Mo'ins*  Anna,  beloved  by  Peter  the  Great,  H.  170. 

Mo'ens,  de  la  Croix*  ii.  172.     Beheaded,  175. 

Moios,  a  flavonian  deity,  i.  97. 

Moldavia*  hofpodar  of,  ii;  92.    Conquered  by  the  Ruf- 
.  fians,  ii,  222.     Reftored  to  the  Turks,  227* 

Monafteries*  not  to  pur  chafe  villages  without  the  confent  of 
the  tzars,  i.  336.    Reformed,  ii.  132. 

Mongoles  quit  their  antient  feats,  i.  238. 

Monks,  greek  and  ruffian,  i.  1 20. 

MonofylTablesy  flavonian  and  latin*  i.  48. 

Monuments*  etrufcan,  reported  by  Dempfter,  i,  82. 

Mordvines*  formerly  called  Meren,  i.  19. 

Morofof*  entrufted  with  the  education  of  Alexey  Mikhailo- 
vitch,  ii.  14. 

Mo/co*  origin  of,  i.  168.  Horrid  maflacres  and  conflagra- 
tions at,  276.  The  great  bell  conveyed  to,  282.  Ra- 
vaged and  burnt  by  the  Poles,  322,  ii.  9.  Tranquillity 
reftored  in,  ii.  17.  Tremendous  proceflion  at,  47. 
Triumphal  entry  of  Peter  I.  into,  64.  A  fecond,  81. 
On  the  victory  at  Pultava,  89.  A  mathematical  fchool 
at,  135.     A  gigantic  city,  ii.  365. 

MJiiJlaf  Vladimir ovitch*  obtains  the  honourable  furname  of 

*  the  Great,  i.  229.    Builds  a  church  to  the  mother  of 

God,  i.  396.    Vladimirovitch,  prince  of  Tmutarakan, 

4*9- 

Munich,  count,  ordered  again  ft  the  Turks,'  ii.  217.     Com* 

plained  of  by  the  court  of  Vienna,  223.  Ambitious 
and  vain,  249.  Obtains  the  poll  of  rainifter,  252.  The 
punilhment  he  had  brought  on  Biren,  retaliated  on,  272. 

Murom*  prince  of,  fubdued  by  Oleg  Sviatoflavitch,  i.  414. 

Muromes*  inhabited  the  diftrift  of  Murom,  i.   15. 

Murder,  common  among  the  antient  Slavonians,  i.  327* 
Might  be  retaliated  by  the  relations*  354.  Statutes 
concerning,  ii.   i  y . 

Mufic  and  dancing  encouraged  at  court,  ii.  237. 

Mythology*  flavonian,  no  probability  of  obtaining  a  com- 
plete fyftem  of,  i.-  90. 

N 

Names*  proper,  terminations  of,  ii.  465. 
Narijhkint  Alexey 's  fecond  confort  of  the  family  of,  ii.  33. 
Narva,    city  of,   defcribed,    i.  457.      Curious  difcovery 
made  near,  464. 
▼ol.  11.  l  l  Natalia, 


\ 
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Nstalia,  the  tzaritza,  two  brothers  of,  murdered*  ii.  45. 

Nations,  all  alike  at  particular  periods  of  their  hiftory,  i. 
178. 

Navy,  Peter  I.  defirous  of  obtaining  a,  ii.  61.  Created 
by  him*  117.     Augmented,  189. 

Nedorojl,  the  Spoiled  Child,  a  favourite  ruffian  comedy,  ii. 
410.  472. 

Neflky*  St.  Alexander,  order  of  knighthood  of,  i.  253. 

Neglinnaiya,  a  river  at  Mofco,  ii.  366. 

N eft  or,  enumerates  the  nations  tributary  to  Ruffia,  i.  ir. 
Quoted,  i.  35.  Treaty  of  peace  between  Olcg  and  the 
Greeks,  preserved  in  his  antient  chronicle,  i.  icj* 
Speech  of  Igor's  counfellors  reported  by,  i.  163.  Makes 
the  Ruffians  always  victorious,  i.  184.  His  merit  in 
writing  a  hiftory,  380.  TatifchtfchePa  remarks  on, 
i.  403.    Wrote  the  life  of  St.  Nikon,  i.  405. 

Nicholas,  St.  the  wonder-worker,  a  lingular  favourite  of 
God,  i.  121* 

Nitmtxi,  the  Germans,  why  fo  called,  i.  325. 

Nikon,  St.  and  the  monk  Bolgarin,  travel  together,  i.  407. 
Returns  to  Tchernigof,  428.  Nikon,  the  metropolitan, 
acquires  great  merit,  ii.  17.  Receives  all  petitions  ad- 
drefled  to  the  tzar,  129. 

Niya,  the  flavonian  Pluto,  i.  102. 

Nateburg,  at  the  origin  of  the  Neva,  captured  by  Peter  I. 
81. 

Nobility,  pedigrees  of,  deftroyed,  ii.  38. 

Nobkmn,  without  exception,  to  ferve  in  the  wars,  i.  3 $3. 

Nobles,  univerfally  foldiers,  i.  368. 

Novgorod  Severfki,  account  of,  i.  140.    The  Varages  be* 

*  come  mailers  of,  i.  142.  Its  republican  fpirit  breaks 
out  afreih,  i.  145.  And  Kief,  the  fovereign  o*f,  firft 
aflumes  the  ftyle  of  grand- prince,  215.  The  antient 
love  of  liberty  revives  at,  i.  234.  The  chief  mart  of 
the  ruffian  commerce,  235.  Relieved  by  Alexander 
Nefflcy,  255.  Prefled  hard  upon  by  Ivan  I.  281.  Shock- 
ing  cruelties  inflicted  at,  297.  Municipal  laws  of,  i. 
354.     A  fcarcfty  at,  ii.  129. 

Nouns  of  number,  french  and  englifh,  derived  from  the 
latin,  i.  50. 

Numbers,  of  late  invention  among  all  nations,  i.  49. 

Nuns,  obliged  to  keep  fchools,  u.  133. 

Nyenfcbantx,  taken  from  the  Swedes,  ii.  81  • 

Nyftadt,  treaty  of,  ii.  229.  Svyeden  requires  to  be  an- 
nulled, 288.    Adopted  as  the  bails  of  a  new  one,  296. 

Oaib, 
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Oath,  of  allegiance,  new,ii.  212. 

Oaths,  methods  of  taking,  1.371. 

Obdores,  incorporated  in  the  imperial  title,  i.  19. 

Obe/es,  now  the  Georgians,  i.  395. 

Ob/ervatory,  erected,  at  St.  Peterfburg,  ii.  137. 

Odnedvortzi,  why  they  gave  themfelves  that  appellation, 

>•  345- 

OE/el  and  Mohn,  iflands  of,  i.  485^ 

Officers,  fwedifli,  diiTeminate  arts,  ii.  1 42. 

Oktoicb,  a  book  of  canticles,  i.  12 1. 

OJeg,  a  kinfman  of  Rnrik,  obtains  the  fovereign  power,  and 

unites  the  flavonian  territory  to  that  of  Novgorod,  i.  \\y 

Fixes  the  feat  of  his  dominion  at  Kief,  149.     Commits 

horrid  depredations  in  the  territory  or  Constantinople,  152. 
Oleg  $<viatojlo*vitcb>  obtains  the  country  of  the  Drevlians, 

i,  180.      Slightly  mentioned  in  hiftory,  188.     Taken 

prifoner  by  the  Kozares,  408. 
Olga,  Igor's  widow,  revenges  the  murder  of  her  hufband, 

i.  165,     Baptifed  at  Constantinople,  168.     Dies  at  an 

advanced  age,  and  canonifed,  179*    No  female  fovereign 

after  her,  till  Catharine  I.  ii.  183. 
Opwitfchnikt,  a  body  of  informers,  i.  295. 
Oranitnbaum,  the  palace  of,  ii.  357. 
Oranienburg,  the  dethroned  Ivan  confined  in  the  monaftery 
t    at,  ii.  279. 
Orhf$,  the  brothers,  confpire  to  dethrone  Peter  III.  ii.  355. 

Count,  his  gardens,  at  Mofco,  423. 
Orphan  and  foundling  houies  eftablifiied,  ii.  149, 
OJkold  and  Dir,  fovereigns  of  Kief,  bafely  murdered,  i.  148. 
OJlad,  the  flavonian  Com  us,  i.  102.  - 

Oftcrmann,  plenipotentiary  at  Nyftadt,  ii.  98.     Count,  fome 

particulars  of,  196.     Contributes  to  annul  the  capitula- 
tion, 212.     Heads  a  party,  253.     Warns  the  regent 
Anne  of  her  danger,  267. 
ptcbakof,  fubmits  to  count  Munich,  ii.  222. 
Qtrifief,  a  monk;  gives  out  that  he  is  prince  Dmitri,  i.  309. 


Palatine,  mount,  the  part  of  Rome  firft  inhabited,  i.  60. 
fanin,  count,  confpires  to  dethrone  Peter  III.  ii.  355. 

u;  rarents9 
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Parents,  reverence  of  children  to,  ii.  117, 

Pafchkof**  houfe  and  gardens,  ii.  424. 

Pajfport  pot  into  the  band  of  the  dead,  a  fiction,  i.  1 1 2; 

Patericon,  written  by  Neflor,  i.  39/4* 

Patkul,    Jotfann   Reinhold,    a   livonian  nobleman,  ii*   77- 

Complains  of  the  ruffian  foldiery,  125. 
Patriarchs,  great  power  of  the,  ii.  128. 
Patriarchate,  refigned  by  Nikon,  ii.   129.     Aboiiihed,  ii, 

132. 
Patriarch's  horfe  led  by  the  tzar,  ii.  13a. 
Patronymics  in  feveral  languages,  i.  8&. 
Patxinakians,  or  Petfchenegans,  i.  421. 
Paulus-JoviuS)  extract  from,ii.  31. 
Peafantry,  fyftematic  vaflalage  of  the,  i.  370. 
Pedigrees,  books  of,  kept  with  great  care,  ii.  36* 
Pelim,  in  Siberia,  Biren  exiled  to,  ii.  251. 
Pereiafiafvetz.,  dreadful  (laughter  committed  at,  i.  183. 
Pereifiavl,  Vladimir  Sviatoflavitch,  dies  at,  u  431. 
Perekop,  the  only  pafiage  through  the  lines  of  the  Krim,  ii. 

2X6. 

Penniaks,  converted  by  Stephen  to  the  chriftian  faith,  i.  19. 
Perry 9  captain,  attends  Peter  the  Great  from  London,  ii. 

f+°-    .  i     .      .. 

Perfta,  difturbances  in,  ii.    100.      A  treaty  of  commerce 

with  ,113.     Negotiation  with ,215. 
Perune,  the  chief  of  the  (La  voniau  .deities,  i.  90.    Thrown 

into  the  Boryfthenes,  i.  202. 
Petchenegans  attack  the  Ruffians,  i.  158.     Commit  horrid 

barbarities  in  Bulgaria,  163.     Befiege  Kief,  177.    Hum- 
bled by  Yaroflaf,  220. 
Peter  the  Great,  the  tzars  prior  to  him  defirous  that  the 

empire  (hould  have  little  connection  with  other  countries, 

ii.  31. 
Peter  II.  greatly  beloved  by  the  nation,  ii*  200.     Letter 

from  to  his  After,  202. 
Peter  III.  accedes  to  the  crown  of  Ruffia,  ii.  339,, 
Peterhof,  the  emprefs  at  the  palace  of,  ii.  357. 
Peter/burg*  tzar  Peter  lays  the  foundation  of  ii.  8 1.     City 
.    of,  delcribed,  i.  454.  # 

Pet/chores,  the  prefent  Samoyedes,  i.  15. 
Phenomena  of  nature,  names  of  fome,  1.  56. 
Phanagoria,  in  the  ifleof  Taman,  i.  388.  407.  426. 
Phocas,  the  patrician,  encounters  the  Ruffians,  i.  162.     Ni- 

cephorus,  implores  aid  of  Sviatoflaf,  i.  176. 

.  •  Philaretes, 
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fhilaretes,  metropolitan  pi  JR.o#of,  it.  3.  Appointed  patri- 
arch, ii.  10. 

Phyjieians  and  apothecaries,  encouraged  to  come  from  Ger- 
many,  i.366. 

Phyjieians,  at  Mofco,  ii.  393. 

Plato,  metropolitan,  preaching  encouraged  by,  ii.  381. 

Plautus,  quotation  from,  i.  62. 

Plays,  fpiritual,  at  Kief  and  Mofco,  ii.  153. 

Plot  to  murder  Peter  I.  detected,  ii.  68. 

Podmojkovne^  defcription  of,  ii.  434. 

Podnabinjky,  diversions  at,  ii.  444. 

Polabes,  from  the  La  ba  or  Elbe,  i.  40. 

Poland,  Kief  devolves  to,  j.  277.  (.ivonia  ceded  to,  300. 
and  Sweden,  fruftrattd  in  their  defigns  on  the  ruffian 
throne,  ii,  6.  Peace  concluded  with,  48.  Spirit  of  party 
in,  occasions  great  m^ fortunes,  76.  Election  of  a  king 
of,  213. 

Polelia,  the  flavonian  Hymenaeus,  i.  94.  % 

Poles,  little  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the,  ii.  i.  Lay  Mofco 
in  aihes,  9.  Extremely  corrupt,  78.  Limited  in  their 
Utp  choice  of  a  king,  213. 

Politics  had  at  lea  it  an  equal  influence  with  devotiop  jn  the 
early  converfions  tothriftianity,  i.  200. 

Polnotatzko,  a  wife  lawgiver,  i.  330. 

Polqtjk,  the  prince  of,  defeated  and  killed,  with  his  two  fpns, 
by  Vladimir,  i.  191. 

Polofxani,  fuch  as  dwelt  on,  the  Polota,  i.  41. 

Police,  inftitution  of,  if  440, 

Pclk&n,  the  giant,  ridiculous  {lories  of,  i.  J 03. 

Pomeranians,  thofe  that  lived  near  the  fea,  i.  40. 

Pope,  fends  deputies  to  perfuade  Vladimir  1.  to  embrace  the 
ritual  of  Rome,  i.  196.  Receives  an  abrupt  anfwer  from 
prince  Alexander,  382.  The  abomination  of  the  Ruffians, 
ii.  67. 

Popof,  Mikhaila,  his  dictionary,  i.  89. 

Popeus,  a  god  of  the  antient  Scythians,  i.  91. 

Population  of  Mofco,  ii.  368* 

P^-ofHce,  early  attempts  at  eredling,  ii.  146, 

fotebnaya,  a  thoufand  Ruffians  in  a  day  often  baptized  in 
that  rivulet,  i.  375, 

Potefchniye,  companions  of  Pe{er  the  Great,  ii.  51. 

Porzwid,  the  flavonian  Boreas,  i.  98. 

Prajkwia  Feodorevna,  i.  437. 

Pravda,  or  law,  preface  to  the,  i.  330* 

Precedence,  table  of,  ii.  149, 

{,  L  j  Prekrafna, 
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Prekrafna,  Olga  furnamed,  from  her  beauty,  i.  165. 

Prtobrajenfkoi  guards,  guilty  of  great  exceflei,  ii.  287.  335. 

Prepojition,  negative,  i.  84. 

Princes,  ruffian,  offer  their  affiftance  to  Alexander  Neflky* 
i.  272. 

Principalities,  feparate,  gradually  formed,  i.  226. 

Printing-offices,  at  Mofco,  ii.  413. 

Printing -prefs  fet  up  in  Mofco,  i.  381. 

Printx,  ambaflador  from  Pruffia,  ii.  167. 

Pritiub,  general,  attempts  to  fuccour  Kief,  i.  177. 

Procopius,  the  fir  ft  who  mentions  the  Slavonians,  u  go. 
Quotation  from*  i  371. 

Prof  effort  of  the  univerfity  of  Mofco,  ii.  417, 

Promenades,  public,  at  Mofco,  ii.  422. 

Prona,  the  ruins  of  4  town  near  that  river,  i.  389. 

Pronouns,  not  the  parts  of  fpeech  firft  formed,  1.  5 1.  RebU 
tive,  invented  after  the  verb,  69. 

Pruffians,  originally  Sarmates,  i.  15. 

Prutb,  peace  of  the,  ii.  94.  216. 

P/cove,  the  native  place  of  Olga,  i.  164.  The  rival  of  Nov- 
gorod in  commerce,  285.  A  falfe  Dmitri  at,  finifhes  hit 
career  at  the  gallows,  ii.  8. 

Ptolemy,  mentions  the  Chuni,  i.  26. 

Pultava,  decisive  battle  of,  ii.  88. 

Punijbments,  dreadful,  in  Aided  on  the  ringleaders  of  a  re* 
volt,  ii.  71. 

Puftofchkin,  Paul  Vaffillievitch,  i.  42$. 

Put  hammer,  general,  killed  in  a&ion,  it.  324. 

Pyjbiki,  a  future  generation  of  pygmies,  1.  103. 


Quarrel,  decided  by  fingle  combat,  i.  104* 

Quas,  a  ruffian  liquor,  u.  460. 

Quay,  at  Mofco,  originated  with  prince  Proforof  iky,  ii.  44a, 

Quays,  vifited  by  Peter  I.  ii.  144. 

Qutftion,  penal,  i.  3  4 1 . 

R 

Radimitcbes,  rendered  tributary  by  Oleg,  i.  149. 
Raezan,  or  Riazan,  a  famous  old  city,  1.  386. 

Mava, 
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Rava,  Peter  I.  has  a  conference  with  the  king  of  Poland  at, 

ii.  7*. 
Razumofjkj,  count,  hetman  of  the  Kozaks,  ii.  355. 
Rededa,  prince  of  the  KofToges,  killed  by  Mftiflaf,  i.  391. 
Relics,  holy  bones  and  other,  imported  from  Constantinople, 

*•  375- 
Religion,  what  Peter  the  Great  did  for,  ii.  1 17. 

Religions,  different,  miflionaries  difpatched  by  Vladimir  .1,  to 
inquire  into,  L  1 97. 

Religious  focieties  increafe  by  vexations,  but  not  by  contempt, 
i.  170. 

Repnin,  prince  Nicholas,  governor  of  Livonia,  ii*  1 7 3. 

Rival,  defcription  and  hiftory  of,  i.  474.    Ivan  I,  provoked 
by  the  populace  of,  i.  284. 

Revelation,  divine,  in  favour  of  Mikhaila  Romanof,  ii.  5. 

Revenues,  great  deficiencies  in  the,  ii.  122. 

Revolutions  in  Ruffia  eafily  brought  about,  ii.  178*     Eliza- 
beth's effected  without  bloodfhed,  260. 

Riga,  defcription  and  hiftory  of,  i.  479. 

Rogvelode,  the  daughter  of,  confers  her  hand  on  Yaropolk, 
i.  191. 

Romanof,  the  family  of,  becomes  extinct,  ii.  202. 

Romans,  imagined  by  the  antient  Ruffians  to  be  of  larger 
ftature  than  the  reft  of  mankind,  i.  103. 

Romanus,  emperor,  offers  tribute  to  Igor,  i.  162.     Treaty 
with,  412. 

Romodanoffky,  prince,  titular  tzar  of  Mofco,  ii.  162. 

Roftiflaf,  of  Volhynia,  i.  419. 

Roftof,  bifhop  of,  depofed  by  the  metropolitan,  i.  379. 

Rugen,  the  Slavonians  of,  had  their  peculiar  deities,  i.  114. 

Rurik,  a  chieftain  of  the  Varages,  i.  142. 

Ruffalkiy  nymphs  of  the  forefts  and  waters,  i.  103. 

Ruffia,  how  called  by  the  antient  northern  writers,  i.  25. 
Antient,  its  extent,  133.  Governed  by  Oleg,  thirty- 
three  years,  156.  Attacked  by  the  Petchenegans,  158. 
A  long  feries  of  calamities  befal,  227.  Invaded  by  the 
Mongoles,  240.  Dependent  on  the  Tartars,  256. 
Foundation  of  that  power  which  enabled  it  by  degrees  to 
(hake  off  the  yoke  of  the  Tartars,  269.  The  kazan-tar- 
tarian  empire  annexed  to,  290.  Chriftianity  becomes 
4  the  national  wormip  in,  384.  Tmutarakan  re-united  to, 
387.  Her  confeqaence  increafes  in  Europe,  ii.  11. 
Makes  fome  progrefs  in  civilization  under  Alexey  Mik- 
hai'lovitch,  30,  More  clofely  connected  with  the  reft  of 
Europe,  82.  Extenfion  and  aggrandisement  of,  99. 
Opens  a  confiderable  trade  with  China,  115.     Arts  and 

114  fciences, 
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fciencesin,  135.  Commerce  of,  greatly  improved*  143* 
The  moil  dangerous  neighbour  both  to  Sweden  and  Po- 
land, 176.  Boundaries  of,  enlarged,  192.  Surrenders 
all  her  perfian  poiTeffions,  21$.  The  territory  of,  en- 
larged, 237.     Again  by  Elizabeth,  297. 

Rrtffians,  primitive  fleck  of  the,  i.  1.  Their  defcent  from 
the  Huns  adopted  without  foundation,  7.  Their  origin 
at  prefent  veiled  in  impenetrable  obfeurity,  22.  Whence 
obtained  that  appellation,  145.  Averfe  to  being  go- 
verned by  young  princes,  1 56.  After  a  battle  eight  days 
in  burying  their  dead,  274.  Have  a  native  propenfity 
to  traffic,  359.  Extremely  far  behind  the  reft  of  Europe, 
363.  State  of  manners  and  culture  among  the,  366. 
Idolaters  till  the  reign  of  Vladimir,  372.  Obtain  their 
own  patriarch  at  Mofco,  384.  Able  to  effect  but  little 
againft  polifh  troops,  ii.  13.  Have  a  great  averfion  to 
foreigners,  115.  Of  a  good  national  character,  116. 
Coniidered  by  the  Turks  as  formidable  adverfaries,  235. 
Tarnifh  their  honour  by  barbarities  in  Pruffia,  305. 
Shew  their  difcontent  with  Peter  ill.  354.  Hofpitality  a 
main  feature  in  the  character  of  the,  457. 

Ruy/cb,  the  famous  naturalift,  ii.  156, 


Sacrifice,  cruel,  i.  195. 

Salantfcbuk,  grecian  women  perform  the  fervice  in  the  church 
at.  i.  401. 

Salt  is  found  in  all  nature,  1.  57. 

Samoyedes,  doubtful  whether  they  be  of  farmatian  defcent, 
i.  20. 

Sapteba,  prince,  a  favourite  of  Catharine  I.  ii.  189.  * 

Sarket>  taken  by  Svia^oflaf,  i.  175.  built  by  grecian  archi- 
tects, 409. 

Sarmatis,  the  anceftors  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Ruffia,  i.  7. 

Satan  and  his  crew,  account  of,  i.  105. 

Smvolotfiba,    Gleb  Sviatoflavitch  killed  in  the  battle  at, 

*•  433- ... 
S bit  en,  a  liquor,  how  made,  ii.  407. 

Sbitenfcbtfchik,  a  celebrated  ruffian  comedy,  ii.  407. 

Scbamacby,  ruffian  merchants  killed  at,  ii.  100. 

Scbeglwitdi,  captain  of  the  Strelitzes,  ii.  57. 

Scbein  obtains  the  chief  command  of  the  army,  ii.  63* 

Scberemetof,  the  ruffian  general,  ii.  185* 

Scblutfelburg, 
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$Muffelhurg,  formerly  called  Nosteburg,  i.  435.     The  hor- 
rors of  Ivan's  dungeon  in  the  caftle  of,  ii.  280. 
Schmudians,  country  of  the,  called  Samogitia,  i.  n. 
Sthuijkoy,  pardoned  while  his  neck  was  under  the  axe,  i.  317. 
Scythians,  often  confounded  with  the  Celts,  i.  76. 
Senate,  dependent  on  the  monarch,  inftituted,  ii.  120. 
Sermons,  the  archbifliop  of  Novgorod  delivers,  ii.  130. 
Servants  and  mailers,  contract  between,  i.  368.     Fidelity 

of,  ii.  1 19. 
Sbafirof,  count,  Oftermann  fecretary  to,  ii.  196. 
Ship-budding,  Peter  I.  gets  a  tafte  for,  ii.  60. 
Shuja,  the  refidence  of  the  farmatian  monarchs,  i.  j.35, 
Siberia,  the  posterity    of  the   Huns   (till  fubfifts  in,  i.  3. 
Schools  erected  there  by  the  fwediih  priforters,  K.  139. 
Exiled  recalled   from,    285.   34.6.      The  difco very  of, 
i.  291.  t 

Sibir,  the  capital  of  Siberia,  i.  291. 
Silny  Bogue,  the  mighty  god,  i.  113. 
Simegolians)  inhabited  Courland,  i.  1 1 . 
Simeon  and  Alexey  Alexeyvitch ■,  tzarevitches,  i.  127, 
Simeon  lvanovitch>  reigns  amicably  with  his  brethren,  i.  269^ 
Sinaus  and  Truvor,  partners  with  Rurik  in  the  government 

of  Novgorod,  i.  144.. 
Sinclair,  a  fwedift  major,  cruelly  murdered,  ii.  23 1. 
$ka*vronJky,  count,  a  brother  of  Catharine  I.  ii.  193. 
Slaves,  or  Slavi,  whence  fo  called,  i.  325. 
Slavonians,  Ruffians  confounded  with  them,  u  35.    Their 
name  fuppofed  to  be  derived  from  Jlava,  glory,  i.  36.    la 
Ruflia  enjoyed  great  power,  i.  43.     The  antient  religion 
of,  i.  370. 
Sledge-parties,  ii.  453. 
SUbodes,  orfuburbs,  of  Mofco,  ii.  386. 
Smolenjk,  captured  by  Oleg,  i.  146.     The  monk  who  was 
carrying  off  the  unfortunate  Ivan,  taken  at,  ii.  280.    Sur- 
rounded by  a  rampart,  i.  307. 
Snakomtxi,  or  acquaintance,  i.  353. 
Sobores,  or  cathedrals,  at  Mofco,  ii.  373. 
Society,  at  Riga,  agreeable,  i.  491. 
Sokal,  prince  of  the  Polovtzes,  comes  to  overrun  Ruflia,  i. 

416. 
Soltikof,  count,  appointed  chief  of  the  army,  ii.  316. 
Sophia,  St.  the  proud  bafilicum  of,  i.  198. 
Sophia,  contends  for  the  fovereignty  with  her  brother  Peter, 

ii.  41.     Sent  to  a  convent,  58. 
SouwA  foon  obtains  a  name  among  favages,  i.  57. 

Speech 
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Speech  of  Sviatoflaf  to  his  army  on  going  to  battle,  u  173.  . 

St.  Peter/burg,  fome  account  of,  i.  435. 

Stanijlaus  Lefchinjky%  elected  king  of  Poland,  ii.  79.  240. 

Statue  of  Peter  the  Great,  defcnbed,  i.  449. 

Stavutjban,  the  Turks  completely  routed  by  Marfhal  Ma* 

nich,  near,  ii.  225. 
Stenka  Radvun,  a  revolt  headed  by,  ii.  24*    His  robberies 

about  Aftrakhan,  113. 
Stepeunaiya  kniga ,  or  book  of  degrees,  i .  3  8  8 . 
Stockholm,  french  influence  great  at,  ii.  214.     Greater  ft  ill, 

228. 
Stoglaft  or  book  of  a  hundred  chapters,  i.  337. 
Stone,  for  the  pedeftal  of  the  famous  ftatue  of  Peter  the 

Great,  tranfport  of,  i.  450. 
Strelitzts,  when  fir  ft  formed,  i.  289*     What  the  janiffaries 

are  at  Conflantinople,  ii.  42.     Exceffes  committed  by 

them,  45. 
Strtkofjky,  the  polifti  hiftorian,  i.  390. 
Stroganofy  curious  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  Siberia,  i.  291. 
Subjiantives,  flavonian  and  latin,  i.  58.  88. 
Succeffion,  hereditary,  abolifhedby  Peter  the  Great,  ii.  1 10. 
Sudebnik,  a  double  collection  of  ftatutes,  i.  331.     Confifta  of 

ninety-feven  claufes,  i.  336. 
Svenald  continues  his  attachment  to  Yaropolk,  i.  189; 
Sviatoi  Fit,  means  both  Sviatovid  and  St.  Vitus,  i.  118. 
Sviatojlaf  Igorievhch,  i.    165.   431.     Prohibits  none  from 

fubmitting  to  baptifm,  168.  has  no  turn  for  the  grave 

concerns  of  government,     171.      Partitions   his   dates 

among  his  children,  179.     Hardly  efcapes  captivity,  184. 

Defeated  and  killed,  1 86.     His  character,  1 87. 
Swiatoflof  Yarojlavitcb,  i.  406. 

Sviatovid,  worfhipped  in  the  ifle  of  Rugen,  i.  114.     Ex- 
changed by  the  Bohemians  for  St.  Vitus,  i.  118. 
Sventeld  affifts  Olga  by  his  counfel,  i.  165. 
Sviatopolk  I.  fucceeds  Vladimir,  i.  216.     Takes  to  flight 

and  dies  on  the  road,  220. 
Sukanin,  chief  of  a  conspiracy  again  ft  Peter  I.  ii.  69. 
Sumarokof,  the  ruffian  hiftorian,  his  encomium  on  Feodor 

Alexeyvitch,  ii.  40. 
Summer -feafon,  at  Mo/co,  ii.  419. 
Superftition  tinges  the  hands  of  its  pontifs  in  blood,  i,  91. 

Abfurd  and  fanguinary,  119. 
typerftitiom  praclifed  by  the  ignorant  vulgar  of  all  nations, 

i.  in. 
Supremacy  of  the  church  recovered  to  the  fovereigns,<&  132. 

Sweden, 
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Sweden,  an  unfuccefsful  war  with,  i.  300.  Jealoufy  of,  ii.  i# 
And  Poland,  froftrated  in  their  views  on  the  ruffian 
throne,  ii.  6.  Ceffions  made  to  Ruffia  by,  at  the  treaty 
of  Nyftadt,  97.  229.  King  of,  only  the  ihadow  of  a  mo- 
narch, 229. 

Swedes,  defeat  the  Poles  and  deliver  Mofco,  ii.  8.  Lofe  part 
of  their  poifeffions  on  the  Baltic,  79.  Generally  victo- 
rious over  the  Ruffians  in  a  pitched  battle,  83. 

Sword,  brethren  of  the,  order  of,  i.  484. 

Synod,  the  holy  directing,  conftituted,  ii.  1 32* 

Syranes,  baptized  by  Stephen  Permfkoi,  and  become  Ruf- 
fians, i.  18. 


Taganrok,  demolition  of  the  fortifications  at,  ii.  216. 
Toman,  an  infcription  found  in  theifland  of,  i.  387.     Pro* 

feffbr  Pallas  goes  to,  425. 
Tamatarcba,  on  the  fame  fcite  with  Phanagoria,  i.  407* 
Tartarian  flobode,  at  Mofco,  ii.  395. 
Tartars,  firft  invafion  of  Ruffia  by  the,  i.  240.     Terrible  as 

enemies,  244*    The  power  of,  con  fid  er  ably  divided,  279. 

The  fecond  falfe  Dmitri  killed  by,  320.    Give  a  check 

to  Alexey's  conquefts,  ii.  22. 
Taupins,  under  Charles  VI L  of  France,  i.  345, 
Taurida,  Vladimir  I.  marches  through,  i.  412. 
Tcherny  bogue,  the  black  god,  i.  119. 
TemuJ/chin,  fince  called  Tfchinghilkhan,  i.  239. 
Territory,  new  diftributions  of,  i.  230. 
Terror,  general,  infpired  by  Biren,  ii.  252. 
Teutonic  order,  in  Livonia,  i.  486. 
Theatre,  at  Mofco,  ii.  404.     Private,  of  a  ruffian  nobleman, 

438- 
Theodofia,  befieged  by  Vladimir  I.  i.  199. 

Theophanes,  the  patrician,  attacks  the  Ruffians  by  forprife, 
i.  160.     Biftiop,  ii.  110. 

Thrace,  John  Zrmifces  makes  an  incurfion  into,  i.  182. 

Tmutarakan,  Mfliflaf,  prince  of,  takes  poiTeffion  of  the 
country  of  the  Koffoges,  i.  12.  Inquiry  into  the  fituation 
of,  385.  Captured  by  Sviatoflaf  I.  415.  What  its 
name  implies,  425.     Directly  oppofite  Kertfch,  429.    ' 

Toleration,  excites  the  fury  of  the  clergy,  ii.  133.  A  di- 
ftioguifhed  feature  of  the  ruffian  character,  462. 

TolfiH 


$•«.  INDEX. 

Vplftoi,  Peter  Andreyevitch,  ii.  167.  Manages  the  affairs 
of  the  ruffian  cabinet,  183.    Exiled  to  Siberia,  198. 

Torjok,  jfet  on  fire,  i.  412. 

Torhf,  miftaken  for  the  Turks,  i.  15. 

Torture,  ufe  of  the,  i.  340. 

Town,  taken  by  ftorm,  an  uncommonly  dreadful  fpedlacle* 
i.  290* 

Towns,  feveral,  built  by  Rurik,  1.  357. 

Trade,  between  the  EngUih  and  Ruffians,  commencement 
of,  i.  360, 

Trade  and  commerce*  febool  of,  at  Mofco,  ii.  402,  x 

Tr (inflations  made  from  foreign  languages*  ii*  1 36. 

Trigli<va%  the  (lavonian  Hecate,  i.  99. 

Triodion,  a  book  of  anthems,  i.  121* 

Trizna,  or  funeral  repaft,  i.  110. 

Tfcbalmates,  mingled  with  the  Tartars,  i.  17. 

Tfchajprvna,  defcribed,  ii.  434.. 

Tfcherenujfcs,  fo  called  from  their  iituation  to  the  eaftward, 
i.  20.' 

T/chervonnaia  RoJJla,  or  Red  Ruffia,  i.  136. 

Tfchijknie  liudi,  or  numbered  people,  i.  353. 

Tfchudes,  fignifies  acquaintances  or  neighbours,  i.  17,, 

Tfcbwvafches ,  the  antient  Bilirians,  i.  20. 

T<wf  built  by  Vfevolod  III.  i.  422. 

Turktftan,  on  the  banks  pf  the  Taras,  i.  41. 

Turkey,  hoftilities  with,  ii.  49. 

Turks,  of  like  origin  with  the  Tartars,  i.  31.  Compelled 
to  acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of  the  tzars  over  the 
Kozaks,  ii.  34.     Drawn  into  a  war  againft'Perfia,  216. 

Twelve  felett  rnep,  judicial  decisions  referred  to,  i.  355. 

Tzar,  when  firft  ufed,  i.  286. 

Tzargrad,  Conftantinople  fo  called,  i.  151.  421* 

Tzaritzin,  englifh  garden  at,  ii.  431. 

Tzar  Morjki,  the  flavonian  Neptune,  i.  102. 

Tzars,  method  praclifed  by  them  in  chufing  a  bride,  iir  32. 
Antient,  ihewed  themfelves  but  feldom  to  the  people,  ii, 
66.    Title  of,  exchange4  fpr  that  of  emperor,  98. 


Va&m,  the  valiant,  a  famous  Novgorodian,i.  143. 
Vagabonds i  and  other  ufelefs  members  of  fociety,  i.  3  5 1 . 

Valdmar, 


INDEX.  $2i 

Valdemaf  II.  king  of  Denmark,  lays  the  foundation  of 
Narva,  i.  458. 

Farages,  fwedifh,  normari,  englifh  and  ruffian,  i.  142. 

Varagians,  who  they  were,  i.  10. 

Farro,  etymology  of,  i.  54. 

VaJJilly  Ivanwitch,  enabled  to  keep  the  Tartars  in  awe., 
i.  285. 

Vafftlh  Dmitriwitch,  caufcs  himfelf  to  be  crowned,  i.  277* 

VaJJiUy-oftrof,  whence  fo  called,  i.  436. 

Vatitches,  i.  1 1.  a  (lavonian  nation,  i.  176. 

Vauxhall,  eftablifhed  by  Mr.  Maddox,  at  Mofco,  ii.  427. 

Veliki  knez,  improperly  tranflated  grand  duke,  i.  222. 

Veneta%  built  by  the  flaves,  i.  38. 

Vengeance,  perfonal,  itridly  forbidden,  i.  368. 

Verb,  the  firft  that  would  have  been  imagined  in  any  lan- 
guage, i.  62.  Had  at  the  beginning,  perhaps,  only  the 
infinitive,  i.  69. 

Vejfes,  dwelt  on  the  White-fea,  i.  1 1. 

ViQims,  human,  thrown  into  the  waters,  i.  107. 

FiSiory,  a  dear,  to  the  Ruffians,  i.  274* 

Vienna,  AleXey  Petrovitch,  goes  to  Charles  VI.  at,  ii.  106. - 

Vier,  count  de,  a  portuguefe  adventurer,  ii.  197.  Knooted 
and  fent  to  Siberia,  198. 

Virgil,  quotation  from,  i.  54, 

Vijbnei-  Folotjhok,  canal  with  flukes  at,  ii.  1 4;. 

Vizir,  depofed  and  baniihed,  ii.  95. 

Vladimir,  a  natural  fon  of  Sviatoilaf,  obtains  Novgorod, 
i.  180.  Ambitious  and  obdurate,  188.  Retires  to  the 
Varagians,  190. 

Vladimir  I.  obftinately  bigoted  to  idolatry,  i.  196.  Ex- 
torts baptifm  by  force  of  arms,  i.  199.  Saves  his  life 
by  hiding  himfelf  under  a  bridge,  i.  207*  Dies  of 
grief,  i.  208.     Is  ftyled  the  Great,  i.  210.     Canonized, 

215.  Order  of  knighthood  eftablifhed  in   his   honour, 

216.  His  friend  (hip  courted  by  the  Greeks  and  Bulga- 
rians, 373. 

Vladimir,  the  antient  city  of,  i,  231.     Calamities  brought 

on  it  by  the  Tartars,  246. 
Vladi/bf,  of  Poland,  elecled  tzar  of  Ruffia,  ii.  4. 
Vogulit/ches,  inhabit  mount  Ural,  i.   18. 
Foi<vode,  a  leader  in  war,  i.  326. 
Folga,  piratical  parties  on  the,  i.  422. 
Folos,  the  god  of  cattle,  3.  371. 
Foloti,  whether  the  Slavonians  worihipped  giants  under  the 

name  of,  i.  103. 

Forontzof, 
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Voroutxof,  count,  fuceeeds  Beftuchef,  ii.  307.      Catmteft 

Elizabeth f  349. 
Vojkreftnjkoi  nunnery,  when  built,  i.  438. 
Fofftus  derives  the  latin  language  from  the  Greek,  u  76. 
Votes,  a  tribe  dwelling  between  the  Volkhof  and  the  Neva, 

i.  iu  18. 
Vracb,  a  fwediih  captain,  founds  a  fchool  at  Tobolik,  ii 

139. 
Fjborg-b&c,  at  St.  Peterfburg,  i.  437, 


ii 


Udftt  inhabited  the  province  of  Tomfk,  i.  20.    Faither 

particulars  concerning  then,  i.  22. 
Uglitfcbts,  contend  for  their  liberty,  i.  157. 
Vgres,  account  of  them,  i.  16* 
Ukraine,  the  Tartars  there  chaftifed, ,  ii.   218.      Count 

Lafcy  winters  in  the,  222. 
Writ,  Anthony,  duke  of  Brunfwic,  ii.  243.    Dies  in  pri- 

fon,  279.  / 

Ultramontanes,  who  went  from  the  north-weft  into  Italy,  i. 

ZJUjbenies,  publifhed,.  i.  333.  ii.  113. 

Umbria,  antient  inhabitants  of,  i.  85. 

Ungrians  invade  the  roman  territory,  u  176. 

Urn  en,  of  the  ruffian  and  latin  churches,  attempted  by  the 

roman  pontiffs,  i.  381* 
Univirfity  of  Mofco,  ii.  396. 
U/cbaiof,  genera],  ii.  174. 
Vftenjkoy  cathedral,  at  Mofco,  the  ruffian  monarchs  crowned 

there,  ii.  374. 
Uftavnma  Gramota,  i.  338. 


s 


w 


Wacbter,  of  opinion  that  the  latin  language  originated  in 
the  teutonic,  i.  76. 

War,  always  declared  juft  and  neceflary  by  politicians  an- 
tient and  modern,,  i.  159.  Uniform  confequences  of,  i. 
195.    The  principal  occupation  of  the  Slaves,  526. 

Wars, 


/ 


INDEX.  J*/ 

• 

Wars,  bloody,  frequently  bring  nothing  about,  ii.  ij. 
That  are  attended  with  no  alteration  in  the  date  of  na- 
tions fhould   occupy  hot  a  Ihort  fpace  in  hiftory,  ii. 

222. 

War/aw,  archives  brought  thence  to  Peterlburg,  ii.  13. 

Waters  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  Slavonians,  i.  106. 
Day  of  the  confecration  of,  ii.  267* 

Wedel,  general,  joined  by  the  king  of  Pruffia,  ii.  318* 

Weights  and  measures,  regulated,  ii.  144. 

Wtymar,  account  of  the  ruffian  army  in  Pruffia,  by  a  perfoa 
of,  ii.  309. 

Wife%  dependent  on  the  hu(band,.i,  368. 

Will,  one  of  the  firft  fentiments  declared  by  men,  i.  6$. 

Winter-fctfon*  at  Mofco,  ii.  448. 

W$rds,  in  what  manner  inverted  or  changed,  i.  79.  Or- 
thography of  ruffian,  i.  1 291 

Workmen,  none  but  foreign,  employed  in  (hip-building,  ii. 

Work/bops ,  Peter  I.  leaves  his  throne  to  gain  knowledge  in, 
ii.  144. 


Yagujinjky,  lieutenant-general,    reveals  a  fecret,  ii.   172. 

2IO. 

Yamboly%  made  the  feat  of  empire  by  Sviatoflaf,  i.  177* 

Yamburgt  an  antient  ftrudure  discovered  near,  i.  464. 

Yaropolk  Sviatoflavitcb  has  Kief  for  his  portion  of  the  em- 
pire, i.  179.  Is  informed  by  Svenald  of  the  death  of 
his  father*  i.  186.  His  character,  188.  Takes  up 
arms  againft  his  brother  Oleg,  i.  189.  Murdered  by 
fome  Varagians,  i.  192* 

Yarq/laf,  prince  of  Novgorod,  drives  Sviatopolk  from  Kief* 
i.  218.  Laws  in  being  before  his  time,  330.  Vladimi- 
rovitch  dies  at  Kief,  i.  432.  -  ,' 

jfarojlaf  Vladimir  (witch  >  the  founder  of  Dorpat,  i.  466* 

Yaroflawian  ftatutes,  i.  340. 

YaJJesr  the  fea  of  Azof  probably  denominated  from  them, 
i.  17.  391.     Subdued  by  Sviatoflaf,  411. 

YaJJy>  the  capital  of  Moldavia,  Peter  marches  to,  ii.  93* 
Taken  by  marfhal  Munich,  225. 

Yatwges,  dwelt  in  Poland,  i.  17.  195. 

Yau/a,  a  river  at  Mofco,  ii.  366. 

7  Yegorof, 


5*S  I    N    D    £    X. 

Yegorof,  major*  bis  account  of  a  difcovery,  L  425* 

Variant,  the  fame  with  Biarmians,  i.  1 1.    • 

Yermak,  Timofeyef,  conquers  Siberia,  i.  292* 

Youths,  fent  to  travel,  ii.   137. 

Yugdores,  a  great  and  powerful  nation  on  the  river  Yuga, 

1.  17. 
Yurievetcb  Livonjkoi,  Dorpat  fo  called  by  the  Ruffians,  i. 

465- 
Turin  Tfiul,  gereral  of  the  Kozares,  i.  40 1* 

Yury,  prince,  (horn  of  hit  hair,  i.  126. 

Yury  II.  transfers  the  refidcnce  to  Suzdal, i.  13^. 

Yury,  or  George,  hit  marriage  feaft,  i.  245.     His  unfeel~ 

ing  behaviour  towards  his  unhappy  father,  i.  266. 
Yutland,  Horfens  in,  the  family  of  prince  Ivan  permitted 

to  retire  to,  ii.  285. 


f\ 


Zaikonofpajky  monaftery,  in  Mofco,  ii.  380* 
''    Zakofjky,  Lazarus,  general,  i.  423. 

Zaporogian  Kozaks  return  under  the  ruffian  fceptre,  ii.  237* 

Zarujki,  an  accomplice  of  Marina,  ii.  7. 

Zemknoigorod,  a  quarter  at  Mofco,  ii.  367.  586. 

Zinc/via,  the  flavonian  Diana,  i.  99. 

Ziethtn  and  Seidlitz,  generals,  perform  miracles  of  prowefs* 

Zimifas,   John,  aflaifinates   and  fucceeds  Nicephorus,  1. 

181. 
Zimt/trla,  the  flavonian  Flora,  i.  103. 
Znitch,  a  flavonian  deity,  i.   1 01. 
Zolotaiya  baba,  the  golden  matron,  i.  113- 
Zomdorft  caufe  of  the  misfortune  at,  ii.  317. 
Zubof,  Plato  Alcxandrovitch,  governor  of  Taurida,  i.  426* 


THE    END. 
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